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In this Issue...

Baptist Convention of MD/DE 
“Engages Tomorrow”

By Sharon Mager
BCM/D Correspondent

COLUMBIA, Md.—June Holland, 
BCM/D’s unofficial smiling face of 
VBS, is retiring from full-time minis-
try as the convention’s missionary for 
Bible teaching, children’s ministry and 
VBS. But she’s not going anywhere, 
she stresses. Beginning Jan. 1, she’ll 
transition to part-time, continuing 
to serve as missionary for children’s 
ministry/VBS on a contract basis. 
Eddie Scott will become the BCM/D 
missionary for Bible teaching. 

Holland has been serving with 
BCM/D since 1998, as consultant for 
WMU and the first BCM/D consul-
tant for children’s ministry. At that 
time it was rare for churches to have 
paid children’s ministers. Lay lead-
ers served as children’s directors, but 
there was no designated staff. 

That’s changed. 
“Now there are full-time chil-

dren’s ministers in all of our associa-
tions,” Holland said. 

There’s a new passion for chil-
dren’s ministry that’s just beginning 
and will continue to grow, she said.  

Holland said the way the conven-

tion is able to assist churches with 
children’s ministry has changed, too. 
Rather than say here’s the material 
we have for you to use, we ask, how 
can we help 
you find what 
works for your 
church, she 
said. 

“We’re 
really there to 
facilitate and 
customize,” 
Holland said. 

There’s so 
much more to 
choose from 
now, and so 
many ways to 
use what’s cho-
sen. For exam-
ple, churches 
are realizing 
they can use 
VBS materials 
for a lot of other ministries besides 
VBS. Churches are also learning they 
can pick and choose, blending several 
resources to fit the need. Children’s 
workers can use some of the pieces 
from material that reminds them of 

what they grew up with and pair it 
with some of the newer material set in 
a format that’s more familiar to kids’ 
everyday lives. 

Another 
change in the 
ministry is the 
awareness of 
the need for 
safety. More 
churches are 
doing back-
ground checks 
and they’re 
learning and 
implement-
ing security 
measures. 

“Churches 
are realizing 
they need to 
protect both 
the kids and 
the workers,” 
she said. 

Training children’s workers has 
grown through the years also. There 
are a variety of conferences offered 
and a children’s ministry network 
offering opportunities to network and 

Children’s Ministry & VBS continue to evolve 
as June Holland transitions to part-time

When the first session of the 172nd BCM/D Annual Meeting in Ocean 
City, Md., concluded early, President Rick Hancock suggested that the 
extra time be used to pray individually or in groups. These three pastors 
were seen praying together on the beach. Photo by Roy Thomas

By Sharon Mager
BCM/D Correspondent

OCEAN CITY, Md.—The 172nd Baptist Convention of Mary-
land/Delaware’s annual meeting was a call to consecration, to 
focus and, as the theme exhorted, to “Engage Tomorrow,” based on 
Joshua 3:5, “Joshua told the people, ‘Consecrate yourselves, for 
tomorrow the Lord will do amazing things among you.’”

Three-hundred fifty-four messengers and 75 guests from 142 
churches gathered at the Ocean City Clarion Resort for the yearly 
“family reunion” to conduct godly business and to be refreshed 
and recharged. Throughout the meetings, speakers urged messen-
gers to prepare, plant, care for and reap—and not to grow weary in 
doing so. 

Rick Hancock, BCM/D’s president, officially called the meeting 
to order on Nov. 12. Bill Archer, BCM/D’s missionary for music/
worship, coordinated the worship. 

Election of Officers
Messengers re-elected Rick Hancock as president; Byron Day, 

first vice-president; Chris Gudmundsson, second vice-president; 
Gayle Clifton, recording secretary; and William George, assistant 
recording secretary.  

Convention Business
John Gauger, president of the General Mission Board and 

pastor of First Church, Perryville, presented the General Mission 
Board Report. Messengers unanimously voted to accept a $7.2 
million BCM/D budget, reflecting a 2.6 percent increase and a $1.8 
million Skycroft budget reflecting a 4.8 percent increase. 

They also voted unanimously to revise the Mission Statement 
to read:  The Baptist Convention of Maryland/Delaware will intentionally 
assist in the starting and strengthening of congregations so that together 
we can fulfill Jesus’ commands in Matthew 28:19-20 and Acts 1:8.

In addition, messengers unanimously voted to change the 
word “audit” to “review” in the Constitution’s Article VIII Business 
and Financial Policy, Section 2. The change, Gauger explained, re-
ally brings the constitution up to date with what the convention has 
been doing.  

Continued on page 9

Continued on page 6

Great expectations define pre-
convention worship service

A praise 
band 
made up 
of Hispanic 
“preacher 
kids,” 

testimonies from two language church 
pastors, and a compelling message from 
noted evangelist Roy Fish served as 
prelude to the 172nd annual meeting of 
the Baptist Convention of Maryland/Dela-
ware in Ocean City, Md.      Page 5

2007 Pastor’s Conference: Andrew 
Davis urges ministers to commit

BCM/D’s annual pastor’s 
conference, on Nov. 11, at 
the Clarion Resort Hotel in 
Ocean City, opened with 
praise and worship led by 
Dan Wilson, worship pastor 
at Oak Ridge Church, Salis-

bury. John Manry, pastor of North Harford 
Church and president of this year’s 
conference, welcomed guests and intro-
duced the speaker, Andrew Davis, senior 
pastor of the First Church of Durham, N.C. 
 Page 5

Scott tells ministers’ wives six things 
that lead to the abundant life

Hurricane Katrina blew 
through her life, but in-
stead of stealing, killing or 
destroying it, Wendy Scott 
says she experienced the 
abundant life described in 

John 10:10.  Page 9

Eastern Association establishes 
“Bettye Agnor” award

The Eastern Association 
honored Bettye Agnor for 
her passion for regional 
ministry throughout the 
association by presenting 

her the first “Bettye Agnor Award.” The 
award will be presented each year to oth-
ers who also demonstrate that passion 
and commitment. Page 10
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In October I 
watched the 
press conference 

of baseball manager 
Joe Torre after he 
rejected the one-
year deal to manage 
the New York Yan-
kees next season. In 
essence, Joe Torre 
lost his job because, 
as a human be-
ing, he couldn’t 
measure up to the 

standard that George Steinbrenner, 
the Yankees owner, had set for him. 
For Steinbrenner it is “World Series or 
Bust.” Every year! Year after year! Joe 
just didn’t measure up. He tried. Oh, 
how he tried. He won the American 

League East division 10 of 12 years. 
He made the post season all 12 times 
in his 12-year tenure. He went to the 
World Series five times and won four 
of them.  

As a Baltimore Orioles fan, I am 
amazed that any major league base-
ball team would not want to have 
Joe Torre as their manager. For the 
Orioles, it has been a decade since 
they have had a winning season. We 
would love to have Joe Torre take a 
shot at managing our Birds. We are 
painfully aware of how far we fall 
short of the kind of standard that led 
to Torre’s demise.

A lot of folks think that their 
relationship with a holy God is a lot 
like the one between Torre and Stein-
brenner. They don’t understand that 

the reason our Heavenly Father sent 
Jesus to the world in the first place 
was because we could never measure 
up. It doesn’t matter how hard we try. 
Yes, the standard is high. Very high. 
But there was only one who fully 
measured up…the Father’s Son, Jesus 
Christ. When we appropriate by faith 
the righteousness of the Son to our 
spiritual account, we are “imputed” 
with that very righteousness. It is all 
Him and none of us.

I am just grateful that perfection 
is not the final arbiter of my eternal 
security. Faith in Christ alone is. And 
that is the very reason that God sent 
His Son to our world in the first place. 
That happened many years ago in a 
tiny little Judean hamlet called Bethle-
hem. We celebrate His birth at Christ-

mas. Jesus, the King incognito – the 
perfect Son of God – came to us in the 
guise of a poor, powerless infant.  

How perfect! Only God would 
have orchestrated a scenario that 
made no human sense whatsoever. In 
fact, to the undiscerning eye it looks 
oxymoronic: A baby King, virgin 
born, a perfect human, a God/man, 
and a servant/Lord. Jesus came to 
show us that ultimate power resides 
within the human heart, not a system. 

The birth of this King may not 
have measured up to human stan-
dards of perfection. But when this 
King reveals His glory at the end of 
the age, every earthly ruler will bow 
their knee before Him. 

Even George Steinbrenner! Won’t 
that be just perfect! 

God’s Christmas perfection

I had just com-
pleted the first 
evening service 

of a revival in Co-
lumbus, Mont. The 
pastor suggested 
that he had some-
thing he wanted 
to show me. I will 
never forget what I 
saw that night.

He drove me 
to the top of a 
mountain near the 

church. It was a dark night—clear and 
brisk with only a sliver of a moon. 
We walked to the top of a hill and sat 
down together.  I had been invited to 
the place where the pastor met with 
God. In that moment I witnessed 
something I had never seen before. It 
was as if the sky above me came alive. 
It literally sparkled. I understood in 
that moment why David would break 
out in song in the hills of Palestine.

O Lord, our Lord, how majestic 
is your name in all the earth!

You have set your glory above 
the heavens . . . 

When I consider your heavens, 

the work of your fingers, 
The moon and the stars which 

you have set in place,
What is man that you are mind-

ful of him, the son of man that you 
care for him?  (Psalm 8:1,3-4)

I had heard about the Big Sky in 
Montana, but this was remarkable! It 
was if I could literally reach up and 
grab a handful of stars. Set against the 
darkness of that night sky, millions 
upon millions of stars reflected the 
light of the sun.

That is the image I get every time 
I read Phil. 2:15. Paul admonishes 
the Philippian believers to so reflect 
the light of the SON that they would 
shine like “stars.”

Like you, I get discouraged with 
what I see happening in our world. 
I fear it is going to get worse—much 
worse. I am not the only one. Have 
you noticed that most movies these 
days that depict the future are dark 
and gloomy? They portray a world 
filled with evil, violence, and despair. 
I wish that was indeed fiction. Yet, 
all Scriptural indicators point to a 
pervading darkness that will cover 
this earth until the true “Light of 

the World” comes to usher in a new 
heaven and a new earth.

But what do we as believers and 
as Maryland/Delaware Baptists do as 
we await that day? Paul tells us. We 
are to shine like stars in the midst of 
the darkness.

How do we do that in such a 
“crooked and depraved generation?” 
We do exactly what Paul tells us to do 
in Phil. 2.

I am asking you to join me in 
making a commitment as we look 
forward to 2008 as Maryland/Dela-
ware Baptists. This may seem simplis-
tic. You may want to argue that these 
things fit the category of “given.” If 
we really do what I am suggesting, I 
assure you it will not be simple. And, 
if these are “givens,” then we need to 
“give” more priority to them.

Join me in reading the New 
Testament word for word, Matthew 
to Revelation, twice this year. As you 
do that, build a clear profile of what it 
means to “live like Jesus” in this gen-
eration. Write it down. You may want 
to involve your leadership team in 
this exercise. Do it together with the 

key decision makers in your church.

Join me in committing to make 
the personal journey to becoming 
more like Jesus in the way that we live 
and minister in the world. I am as se-
rious as I can be about this. We must 
be intentional, or it will not happen.

Lead your church to set as your 
priority focus in 2008 to become 
more like Jesus in the way that we live 
and minister as the people of God.

Again, I know this is a “crooked 
and depraved generation.” I know 
that a cloud of darkness hovers over 
our cities, our suburbs, and our coun-
trysides. But, Maryland/Delaware 
Baptists, I plead with you to let our 
goal be to shine like stars in the uni-
verse reflecting the true Light of the 
World. To Him be the glory forever 
and ever. AMEN! 

 [A complete transcript of Dr. Lee’s  
message to the 172nd Annual Meeting of 
the BCM/D in Ocean City, Md., is found 

at www.yourbcmd.org.]

Shining like stars - Phil. 2:12-18

E-quip.net online training opportunities

E-quip.net is an online learning 
community. Users visiting 
e-quip.net receive free, on-

demand, just-in-time training videos 
from leading practitioners across 
North America. The presentations 
listed below are available at bcmd.e-
quip.net.

New:
• Scattering Stones - Sharing Christ 

Through Small Group Servant 
Evangelism

• Scrubbing Up...Diagnosing your 
Church Health 1 

• Scrubbing Up...Diagnosing your 
Church Health 2

• Foundations - Basic Fundamentals 
for Small Group Success

• Blues Brothers, Beatles and Beyond - 
Missional Church

Current:
• A Breath of Fresh AIRE for Your 

Media Ministry
•	Building a Single Adult Ministry
• Burn Out and Stress in Ministry 1
• Burn Out and Stress in Ministry 2
• Character
• Characteristics 1  (Spanish) 
• Characteristics 2 (Spanish)
• Cross Evangelism 1
• Cross Evangelism 2
• Dealing with Disappointment
• Developing and Training Leaders 

for Single Adult Ministry
• Empowering Kingdom Growth 1
• Empowering Kingdom Growth 2
• Evangelism with Passion
• Holistic Character Ethics
• I Want What She’s Having
• Important Issues in Single Adult 

Ministry
• Kingdom Matrix
• Leaders Change Culture
• Leaders who Multiply Leaders
• Making Videos for E-quip.net

• Mentoring and Senior Adults
• Ministry Bible 1 (Spanish)
• Ministry Bible 2 (Spanish)
• MSC Support School Biblical 

Principles
• MSC Support School Introduction
• MSC Support School N.T. Example
• Multiplication
• Partnerships and Volunteers
• Polishing Your Powerpoint 

Presentation
• Praying Through Your Instrument
• Reconnecting Church with Today’s 

Culture
• So, You Have Been Called…
• Starting a Ministry with Single 

Adults
• Starting a Small Group Ministry
• Taking the FUD out of Windows 

Vista
• Teaching Children to Pray
• The Case for Small Groups
• The Ministry of Note Writing
• Vocal Ensembles - Taking it to the 

Next Level

A special thanks 
from Bob Mackey, 

Executive Director of 
Embrace Baltimore

To the messengers and guests 
at the 2007 Baptist Convention 
of Maryland/Delaware annual 
meeting in Ocean City, Md.:

 
Thank you so much for 

your generosity in providing a 
Partnership Mission Offering for 
Embrace Baltimore. 

We covet your prayers as we 
use these additional resources 
to be catalytic in assisting our 
churches in sharing Christ with 
Metro-Baltimore.
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Arundel Association
 
Emmanuel Church, Gambrills, 

had an all church hike and lunch. 
Church members did some servant 
evangelism in October, handing out 
9-volt batteries for people to use in 
their smoke detectors.  

The women of First Church, 
Crofton, made hats to distribute to 
the homeless in Washington, D.C. 

Youth from the church had a 
silent auction to raise funds for a mis-
sion trip to Peru in August. 

Grace Church, Pasadena, will 
have a free movie night featuring 
“The Nativity” at 7 p.m. on Dec. 7 fol-
lowed by light refreshments. 

The church’s annual Christmas 
caroling will begin at 6 p.m. on Dec. 
21. After the singing, carolers will 
come back to the church for hot choco-
late and cookies. 

Grace’s annual Christmas pro-
gram will be on Dec. 16. A Christmas 
Eve candlelight service will begin at 
7 p.m.

On Sunday, Sept. 9, First Church, 
Edgewater, celebrated its 50th an-
niversary. David Apple from LifeWay 
Ministries was the keynote speaker 
at the morning and evening services. 
BCM/D and Arundel Association 
representatives made special presen-
tations to the church. Members and 
friends celebrated with a barbecue 
dinner on the grounds, music by two 
bands, skits by the Drama Team from 
South Potomac Church, a dunking 
tank, moon bounce, and inflatable 
bungee run, and other small group 
games. 

 Recently, David Hemphill 
marked his tenth anniversary as pas-
tor of the church. 

Baltimore Association
 
First Church, Dundalk, has ladies 

crafts at 10 a.m. every Wednesday. 
The youth recently visited Maize 

Quest at Maple Lawn Farms in Penn-
sylvania as a time of fellowship. 

Tabernacle Church, Baltimore, 
had a church-wide effort to collect 
canned goods for the Eastern Inter-
faith Outreach, hosted a movie night 
featuring “Amazing Grace,” and 
hosted an all-day Bible seminar at 
Mountainview Bible Camp in Man-
chester. 

Marti Wilson, a member of Mid-
dle River Church, recently published 
a children’s book, “Constance Com-
plainer” and has been going to book 
signings and other special events. 

“The story is about a little girl 
who complains all the time. Then she 
meets a wise older lady who shows 
her the blessings God has given her 
and helps her to be thankful,” Wilson 
said.

The illustrations are by Robin 
Hutson, a childhood friend of Wil-
son. Hutson based the pictures on 
Hutson’s twin daughters, Rachel and 
Vanessa. The book is available at 
bookstores and at www.Amazon.com. 

Blue Ridge Association

Greenbriar Church, Boonsboro, 
will host the music group, “The Gos-
pel Travelers” at the morning worship 
service on New Year’s Eve. 

The church will begin a new 
12-week adult study called “Mak-
ing Peace with Your Past,” based on 
a book by the same name by Tim 
Sledge. 

The members of Virginia Avenue 
Church, Hagerstown, called Aaron 
Miller, formerly of Gaithersburg, to be 
their new pastor. Miller was ordained 
to preach by First  Church, LaPlata. 
He served as pastor of Lincoln Av-
enue Church, Endicott, N.Y.; Travilah 
Church, Gaithersburg; and at Mau-
gansville Church. He received an A. 
A. degree at Practical Bible College, 

Johnson City, N.Y., and his B.A. in 
Biblical Studies at Washington Bible 
College. Pastor Miller is married to Jill 
Hudson, and they have three boys. 

Delaware Association

First Southern Church, Dover, 
had a “Great Day of Community Ser-
vice” on Nov. 10. Members spent the 
day reaching out to the community 
and to shut-ins in the church. They 
visited at nursing homes, did yard 
work and clean-ups, and hosted a 
free-market and clothing give-away. 

Eastern Association
 
Lynnhaven Church, Pocomoke 

City, will have “Walk through Beth-
lehem” for Christmas this year. They 
plan to portray several scenes of the 
Christmas story with the sights and 
sounds of the first Christmas.

The holiday extravaganza will fea-
ture 16 different buildings, 60 actors 
and live animals. Visitors will enter 
“Bethlehem” for the “census” and the 
events surrounding Christ’s birth will 
transpire around them. Shows will be 
from 6-9 p.m. on Dec. 14-16. 

 
Mid-Maryland Association

Faith Family, Sykesville, will 
present their production of “Christ-
mas at Home,” a period piece set in 
Civil War times with period cos-
tumes, starting at 8 p.m. each night, 
Dec. 6-8. The cost is $20 and includes 
the show and a turkey dinner with all 
the fixings. 

CrossLife Community Church 
of Elkridge had a wild game dinner 
in October. Members served antelope 
sausage, kangaroo burgers, buffalo 
top sirloin and elk medallions in ad-

dition to venison chili and wild boar 
pulled barbeque. Gary Buchman, an 
avid hunter and pastor of Taneytown 
Church, was the guest speaker. 

 
 Montgomery Association

 
Colesville Church, Silver Spring, 

had a comedy night with funny vid-
eos and an open mic time for all who 
dream of being a stand-up comic.  

Georgia Avenue Church, 
Wheaton, members knit and crochet 
hats. The church’s youth deliver the 
hats to the American Cancer Society 

for distribution. The church’s youth 
group had a fish fry dinner last month 
to thank everyone in the church who 
supported them during their mission 
trip to New Orleans in the summer.

Potomac Association

After being touched by the needs 
in the Gulf Coast region from an ear-
lier mission trip, Indian Head Church 
member James Gloden led a mis-
sion team of five other men from the 
church to Bay St. Louis, Mississippi. 
The group left on Oct. 5 and drove 
17 hours in the church’s van to offer 
labor support to the Katrina stricken 
community.

Their efforts became part of the 
extensive community outreach that 
has for two years been the focus of the 
First Baptist Church of Bay St. Louis 
(www.fbcbsl.org). First Church, in 
cooperation with the Georgia Asso-
ciation, has been providing food and 
lodging for volunteers from across 
America, as well as from several other 
countries, as volunteers come to help. 
Tools of all types have been donated, 
mainly from the Georgia Association, 
and are available to volunteers as the 
head to their job sites. 

Jim Gerber, one of Indian Head’s 
volunteers, wrote in an email, “On the 
outside many of the homes that we 
worked on look livable, but once you 
step inside you realize why, after two 
years, the owner is still living in the 
FEMA trailer parked in the front yard.  
It is so sad. The homes are all gutted 
inside because much of Bay St. Louis 
was hit with flood waters of 9-20 feet.  
The folks we helped had little money 
for material and no money for labor. 
Each man agrees that the week of 
hard labor, though exhausting, was 
also very uplifting because you wit-
nessed and felt an immediate impact 
on those you were helping. A hug of 
extreme gratitude from an elderly 
woman makes it worth every mile of 
that 17-hour drive.  

Kingdom Church, Waldorf, has 
“Klub Kingdom” featuring Christian 
hip-hop rappers, poetry reading and 
dancers.  

Prince George’s Association
 
Members of “One Voice,” a sing-

ing group from Washington Bible Col-
lege recently had a concert at Glenn 
Dale Church. 

Mark Johnson announced his 
resignation as pastor of Greenbelt 
Church and has accepted a call as 
senior pastor of the Salem Avenue 
Church in Rolla, Mo. 

Village Church, Bowie, sent 
mission teams to Tennessee and to 
Asia this fall. The team in Tennessee 
worked with an Aids ministry and 
the team in Asia helped an orphan-
age.  

Susquehanna Association
 
On Oct. 14, Maple View Church, 

Joppa, celebrated its 60th anniversary 
and held its Homecoming Celebra-
tion. Don Lee, who pastored Maple 
View from 1971 to 1983, brought the 
message. Mark Williams and the Oak 
Grove Quartet provided the worship 
music.

Last month the church had a 
banquet to honor their senior adult 
members. The seniors enjoyed special 
music by Mike Fields and a ventrilo-
quism act by Daniel Mele. Daniel is 
13 years old. He became interested in 
ventriloquism from watching Chris-
tian comedians. He’s been doing his 
act at the church for VBS and other 
church events and now even other 
churches are starting to call the young 
entertainer. 

The church is planning their first 
mission trip for this spring to the 
Appalachian area. Church members 
will prayer walk and do some general 
outreach evangelism activities. 

The youth group at North Har-
ford Church, Jarrettsville, baked 
cookies for their annual Christmas 
caroling night on Dec. 14. 

  
Western Association

LaVale Church had many families 
attending their first “Good Neighbor 
Festival” on a sunny Saturday in late 
September on the church lawn.  

Children enjoyed various games, 
with candy and prizes, face painting, 
balloon tying, and the moon balance. 
Free food, including hot dogs, candy, 
popcorn, cotton candy, snow cones 
and soft drinks were available. 

Visitors could visit a big tent 
where they saw Christian magician 
Darla Lewis and hear a variety of 
Christian music, including LaVale’s 
new pastor, Jim Jeffries.

Rhea Pritts, LaVale’s publicity 
chairman, said one senior lady was 
asked if she had a good time.

The woman replied, “I loved it! I 
could have stayed all night!” 

Arundel Association
Arundel Association (ABA) will cel-

ebrate its 40th anniversary in 2008. When 
John Brittain became director of missions 
in 2002, the ABA consisted of 28 churches 
and two church plants. Now there are 34 
churches and six plants. 

ABA is busy planting churches as a rate 
of two per year. There are two recent His-
panic plants, a proposed Korean plant and 
hopefully soon, an Arabic plant. 

The association is “missional,” Brittain 
explained. It’s an attitude that drives the 
strategy. 

 “Instead of focusing on the inside of 
the four walls of the building, it’s saying, 
‘let’s go outside,’” Brittain said. 

One of the ABA’s most exciting “out-
side” ministries is in Curtis Bay. Several 
churches are prayerfully working together 
in the area helping with a feeding ministry, leading worship, fixing 
houses, meeting needs and basically, building relationships. 

Members of the Association’s Construction Action Group are part-
nering with Habitat for Humanity to build homes in the area. They’re 
even going farther, decorating the homes afterwards for the families 
who will move in. Even youth are getting involved. The association 
had a youth work day in October. The teens canvassed the area doing 
a needs survey. On another day they’ll go back and try to meet some 
of those needs. Brittain said another exciting component of the Curtis 
Bay ministry is that they’re working with other evangelical non-Bap-
tist churches to build the Kingdom. 

 The association also helps churches with outreach by hosting an 
annual mission trip in the spring to New Orleans to help hurricane 
victims. Thirty-one people went this year. Volunteers helped with 
Baptist Crossroads, a Habitat project more widely known as “Musi-
cian’s Village.” They also assisted two local churches in reaching out 
to those who had returned to their homes through children’s ministry 
and with a needs-based survey. 

ABA will host another trip in April 2008. 
Brittain said the association works from a passion point of view. If 

there’s enough prayerful passion to do a project, then they do it. 
“We’re passion driven,” he said. 

John  Brittain, Arundel 
Association director of 
missions, with his son, Caleb.
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Education and 
Customization

By John Willis

When I left Delaware some 
twenty odd years ago for 
school, there had to be some 

notion deep down inside of me that 
I wanted to return one day. I’m still 
unsure of that, but I know on the out-
side I had no authentic or enigmatic 
desire to come back to the Diamond 
State (Ben Franklin said Delaware was 
the “gem” of states). I am positive on a 
few occasions I declared, “I am NOT 
going to move back to Delaware!” Just 
a few short years later, I packed up the 
U-Haul and drove back home think-
ing, “Delaware could use another 
church, but I ain’t startin’ it!”  

So, after wandering the proverbial 
desert for seven years, I found myself 
sitting at McDonald’s one day, playing 
that annoying Monopoly game. The 
thought washed over my mind like 
a tsunami, “What would I do with 
a million bucks?” The answer came 
crashing down over me before I can 
take it back, and the Lord reminded 
me that He has more money than 
Ronald ever will. 

I found myself one year later 
packing up my office at the big estab-
lished church with the nice salary, 
thinking, “I am never going to Hawaii 
for vacation!”  But somehow reverse 
psychology did not work with God.

My family and I have had some 
unique beginnings, but Delaware 
is the most unique of places.  I have 
lived in the South and Midwest as 
well as Long Island, N.Y., but Dela-
wareans take the cake. 

We started our new church servic-
es in a funeral home, and our favorite 
slogan was that we brought the place 
to life! God used that place to help 
us reach many with the Gospel. As I 

have gotten to know the people that 
darken the door of Iron Hill Church, 
I am amazed at the pain and tragedy 
that has surrounded some of their 
lives. When they come to our church, 
and hear about God’s forgiveness and 
love, they experience and celebrate 
the freedom from loss and defeat that 
only Christ can give. Unfortunately 
the devil is never happy when lives 
are being snatched from his ugly 
snares. I look back at the countless 
attacks and discouragements we have 
been hit with along the way, and 
somehow we have kept our shield up 
and continued to press on.

During those early stages as our 
core group gathered, we talked about 
the spiritual warfare that takes place 
on the “front lines” of church plant-
ing.  We read through the book of 
Acts and discussed in great detail 
how the early church was formed.  
We even talked about things like 
church discipline, smothering gos-
sip and staying unified for the sake 
of the Kingdom and the vision God 
had given us. We knew that the devil 
would attempt to “derail” our mis-
sion and get us off track. We have 
seen God change lives through this 
ministry, and we know they wouldn’t 
have been reached had we not started 
a church where they would feel love 
and acceptance the minute they walk 
through the doors.  

At Iron Hill we have no preten-
sions; it is literally come as you are. 
We let God do the changing of hearts 
and lives. It has been so amazing to 
watch God change lives through this 
ministry. The majority of the people 
that God brings to us have deep emo-
tional scars and pain. I am so thank-
ful and humbled that he chose us to 
help reach them. We push through the 

pressures and difficulties that arise in 
plant life because we know He has a 
plan and purpose for our lives as well 
as His church. We have certainly real-
ized that some of the hard times we 
have experienced along this journey 
happen because God has a greater 
plan in it. Even though it is hard at 
times, one thing I do: forgetting what 
is behind and reaching forward to 
what is ahead, I pursue as my goal the 
prize promised by God’s heavenly call 
in Christ Jesus.

In the past year, my children have 
been through some very tough times. 
Physical anomalies have puzzled doc-
tors and caused them to come to the 
realization that maybe they really are 
just “practicing” medicine. We have 
run to emergency rooms and doctors’ 
offices only to find they do not have 
any answers. After my wife spent 
countless hours studying and re-
searching to try to help our kids, she 
began to figure out several things. We 
just couldn’t find a doctor that would 
help us or understood. Kathy found 
out about a conference at Stanford 
Medical Center in California where 
doctors in this rare specialty would 
meet once a year, and all in the same 
place. Even more exciting was that 
they would do free evaluations and 
testing to those having trouble getting 
a diagnosis. If you know my wife, she 
was determined to help her kids. She 
made the appointments, and trusted 
God to get us there. He did, and we 
are so thankful to everyone that gave 
financially to make it possible for us 
to go.  

We found out that we have some 
type of connective tissue problem, but 
as of yet we do not have a diagnosis. 
Marfan’s Syndrome is probably the 
most common one, but there are many 

in the spectrum and the symptoms 
are vast. As parents, you can imag-
ine the toll this took on us as no one 
wants to watch their children in pain.

The amazing thing is that the ta-
bles turned and they looked at me and 
told me that I have one of the most 
dangerous of the markers–an aortic 
root aneurism.  Gone unchecked, I 
would have probably dropped dead in 
five or so years with no warning, as I 
have been relatively healthy my whole 
life. All this time, we have been won-
dering why our kids are suffering, 
and one reason may have just been to 
save my life. 

As we have shared some of our 
story with others, we have found 
many more that are being affected by 
some of the unusual symptoms we 
have dealt with and have been able to 
help them as well.  

Delaware, where God has called 
us to reach the lost, is the diamond 
state. It reminds me that a diamond 
is a rare and precious jewel. We all 
know it starts out as coal. It becomes a 
diamond as a result of a great amount 
of pressure over a long period of time. 
I pray that God finds us faithful over 
the long haul, and that my family and 
our church become like that jewel that 
sparkles in a dark world. 

Delaware - the diamond state

It is impossible 
for a WMU 
woman or an 

IMB mission-
ary to think of 
December with-
out thinking of 
the Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offer-
ing. In 2006 over 
$150 million dol-
lars were raised 
through this of-
fering. 

That is a long 
way from the 
$3,315 raised in 

1888 by our own Annie Armstrong to 
send three missionaries to China so 
that Lottie Moon could return home 
for a much needed rest. Where does 
that money really go? Does it really 
make a difference?

Over the past year, 23,486 new 
churches have been started interna-
tionally.  There have been 475,072 bap-
tisms. Wow! That 
means 475,072 
more people will 
be joining us in 
heaven.

In my own 
missionary ex-
perience, Saran-
gani Province 
has grown from 
10 churches to 43 
churches, most 
of which have no 
electricity, no run-
ning water, no 
pews and no pulpit. 

The members 
sit on logs instead 
of pews. Music is done via guitar 
(which is almost always out of tune) 

and nothing more. The floors are of-
ten dirt. The temperature is always 

hot! Yet there is no 
complaining about 
the conditions only 
sounds of prayers, 
praise and worship.

Most amaz-
ingly of all, there is 
a group of women 
who call them-
selves Women on 
Mission (an orga-
nization of WMU). 
The women pray 
for missions, give 
to missions and 
even find ways to 
go to villages out-
side their own.

 If we leave the mountains and 
move into the city, there are growing 

churches there as well. The Chinese 
Baptist Church of Davao City pas-
tored by Arnel Tan has more than 
1,000 members present on any given 
Sunday. Like the mountain churches, 
this church has no air conditioning 
even though the temperatures will of-
ten be over 95 degrees. There are pews 
in the church, but there is no padding 
on them. Should all the seats be taken, 
attendees sit outside the building in 
chairs as close to the windows as pos-
sible in order to hear the message.

In addition to the Sunday services 
(there are four of them), the members 
meet on Friday night for a prayer 
meeting. Every Friday, 250-300 mem-
bers come together to pray for the 
church, the city and the lost from 6:30-
8:30 p.m. In October of this year, the 
members gave over $600 U.S. dollars 
specifically for missions. Considering 

the average income in the Philippines 
is $1,500 a year, $600 in one month for 
missions is indeed sacrificial giving!

Should you be wondering if your 
giving to the Lottie Moon Christmas 
Offering makes a difference, remem-
ber the faces in these photos and 
know with certainty that indeed it 
does. 

If a picture is worth 1,000 words…..

Women on Mission (WMU organization) in the Sarangani Province in the Philippines pray for 
missions, give to missions and find ways to go to villages outside their own.

Arnel Tan, pastor of The Chinese Baptist 
Church of Davao City, and his wife, Cutie.

John Willis is the church planting 
pastor of Iron Hill Community 

Church in New Castle, Del.  He can 
be reached at jwillis818@yahoo.com or 

at (302) 540-5925.



By Shannon Baker
National Correspondent

OCEAN CITY, Md.—A praise 
band made up of Hispanic “preacher 
kids,” testimonies from two language 
church pastors, and a compelling mes-
sage from noted evangelist Roy Fish 
served as prelude to the 172nd annual 
meeting of the Baptist Convention of 
Maryland/Delaware in Ocean City, 
Md.

Comprised of children and 
grandchildren of BCM/D pastors, the 
energetic pre-Convention worship 
team was led by Abner Mir of First 
Church, Laurel. 

“I’m living proof that there is life 
after death,” shared Mir, who died 
from injuries sustained in a car acci-
dent but was brought back to life. “I’m 
here because God brought me back for 
this purpose—to worship Him. I can-
not not do this!”

Alexis Vides of Iglesia Nuevo 
Amanecer in Berlin, Md., shared 
how he came to America “with great 
expectation that God would do great   
things.” Having already started six 
churches—two in Honduras and four 
in Mexico—Vides already has 45 regu-
lar attenders since launching his most 
recent church six months ago. His 
goal is to start one church a year. 

“The Lord is working powerfully 
among the Hispanics, and I’m hum-
bled that He is using me,” he shared.

Lemuel Chen, pastor of the 
Maryland Chinese Baptist Mission in 
Rockville, Md., shared that he became 
a Christian after a brave high school 
student witnessed to him in China. 

Because it was illegal, he didn’t get his 
first Bible until three years later.

Afterward, a missionary teaching 
English in China discipled him and 
helped him understand how to serve 
Jesus. 

“This man opened my eyes to 
see God has a glorious plan for my 
life,” said Chen, who later attended 
seminary in the United States. Be-
fore recently becoming a pastor, he 
served for 10 years as an evangelist 
to Chinese students at Johns Hopkins 
University in Baltimore, Md. 

“I am glad to be at this Conven-
tion and here to testify that God 
is God of all nations and language 
groups,” he said.

Roy Fish, professor emeritus of 
evangelism at Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary and former 
interim president of the North Ameri-
can Mission Board, offered the pre-
Convention worship service message.

An avid storyteller, Fish noted 
“the time comes in a Christian’s life 
when he or she can’t just sit there.”

Pointing to John 4 where Jesus 
tells the disciples that the fields are 
ripe with the harvest, Fish shared two 
principles about evangelism.

First, it is necessary to sow before 
you reap, he asserted, saying he 
believes the following statistic to be 
true. It takes seven times for a person 
to hear the gospel before they accept 
Christ as their Savior. 

“Friends, are you willing to be 
number four?” he asked. 

He shared how he had learned a 
young Korean student at Iowa Univer-
sity became a Christian several years 

after he had 
reached out 
to her. 

“I just 
sowed a 
seed that 
day when I 
shared my 
testimony 
and gave 
her a tract. 
Later, a godly 
Christian 
wife watered 
and cultivat-
ed that seed. 
Then four 
years later, a 
Korean pas-
tor was there 
to reap the 
harvest,” he 
rejoiced. 

“Don’t 
miss an op-
portunity. If it’s a viable 
opportunity, share. You 
probably won’t see any 
fruit, but somebody may 
come to you later and say 
thank you!”

Secondly, Fish noted 
that in John 4, Jesus says 
that there’s equality in 
sowing and reaping.

“We’ve made heroes 
out of the reapers—we’ve 
put the harvesters in the 
spotlights,” he acknowl-
edged. “But I have a 
feeling, if we could see 
heaven’s newspapers, 

that there 
would be sow-
ers on the front 
page news.”

Those who 
sow may never 
learn about the 
harvest, but that 
doesn’t mean 
they are less 
important, Fish 
said, relating a 
story he heard 
from Francis 
Dixon, a world 
traveler and 
great Baptist 
preacher. 

Teach-
ing at various 
meetings and 
conferences, 
Dixon repeat-
edly heard the 
same testimony 

from different people. They told of 
a little white-haired man in Sydney, 
Australia, who had approached them 
on George Street, handed them a tract 
and asked, “Are you saved? If you 
died tonight, where would you spend 
eternity: heaven or hell?” 

Fascinated, Dixon went to Sydney 
to meet the man to share about his 
“winsome word of warning and wit-
ness,” Fish went on.

Known simply as the white-
haired man  on George Street, Mr. 
Genor, until just before his death, 
knew of no one who had come to the 
Lord through his many years of con-
sistent personal evangelism. 

“I’ve shard the gospel thousands 
of times on George Street in Sydney,” 
the man had said. “But this is the first 
time in my life that I’ve heard of any-
one coming to faith in Jesus.”

“The dear little man wept when 
he heard,” Fish shared. “They that 
sow and they that reap will share in 
the joy together.” 
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Great expectations define pre-convention worship service

Roy Fish, professor emeritus of 
evangelism at Southwestern 
Seminary and former interim 
president of the North American 
Mission Board, offered the pre-
convention worship service message.

Alexis Vides of Iglesia Nuevo 
Amanecer in Berlin, Md., shared 
how he came to America “with 
great expectation that God would 
do great things.”

Lemuel Chen, pastor of the Maryland Chinese Mission in 
Rockville, Md., praises the Lord during worship.

The Sunday evening praise team was made up of Hispanic pastors’ families. They include: Abner Mir, Pastor Segundo Mir’s 
son, (Hispanic First Laurel) is the bass player and band leader (front left); Laura Mir, Abner’s wife, is on the keyboard (far 
right); Joel Pazmino, Pastor Enrique Pazmino’ son (Iglesia Nueva Esperanza, Glen Burnie) is on the center keyboard; Jeremy 
Ephraim (BCM/D graphic designer) is on guitar (front center); Fabián Castro, son of Rolando Castro, BCM/D missionary for 
church planting and language churches, is on guitar; Richard Núñez, Pastor Jorge Fonseca’s grandson, (Iglesia Cristiana 
de Columbia) is on drums; and Kimberley Núñez, Pastor Jorge Fonseca’s granddaughter, (Iglesia Cristiana de Columbia) is 
a vocalist (back far left).

2007 Pastor’s Conference: Andrew Davis urges ministers to commit
By Sharon Mager

BCM/D Correspondent

OCEAN CITY, Md.—BCM/D’s 
annual pastor’s conference, on Nov. 
11, at the Clarion Resort Hotel in 
Ocean City, Md., opened with praise 
and worship led by Dan Wilson, 
worship pastor at Oak Ridge Church, 
Salisbury. 

John Manry, pastor of North 
Harford Church and president of this 
year’s conference, welcomed guests 
and introduced the speaker, An-
drew Davis, senior pastor of the First 
Church of Durham, N.C. 

“I need clarity what God will 
hold me accountable for on the day of 
judgment,” Davis told the room full of 
BCM/D ministers, speaking through-
out the conference with intensity and 
quoting scripture from memory.

Davis exhorted pastors to do two 
things: devote themselves to prayer 
and to the ministry of the Word. 

He noted in Acts 26 that the 

deacons took a large part of the bur-
den from the apostles so they could 
concentrate on these two fundamental 
needs. 

Referring to Acts 
20:17-38, Davis read how 
Paul used his own life as 
an example. He preached 
without hesitation. Paul 
was no coward, he said. 
Pastors must be bold. 

“There’s an inclina-
tion to shrink back from 
hot topics,” he warned, 
giving examples like 
divorce, homosexuality, 
worldliness, sexual sin, 
women in ministry and 
predestination. “Don’t 
shrink back on anything that would 
be helpful.” 

Davis urged pastors to fill their 
messages with meaty doctrine. If you 
use Christian language, define the 
terms, he said.  

“We can tell stories, but it’s doc-

trine that changes the heart. The Word 
is able to do the job. Do you trust that?

“Do you believe a man of God 
who mediates on the Word 
of God will be blessed? 
Trust in the sufficiency of 
the Word of God,” Davis 
said. 

“Preaching does have a 
future. There are some that 
question that,” he said. 

“Preach the Word, be 
faithful, and let God bless 
your ministries.”

Turning his attention 
to prayer, Davis used Luke 
22:31, where Jesus warns 
Peter that Satan wants to 

“sift you like wheat.”
Davis said Peter was filled with 

self-confidence, even boasting that if 
all others fall away he wouldn’t. 

But he did.
“Jesus knew the spiritual force of 

evil facing his disciples,” Davis said, 
referring to John 17 where Jesus prays 

for protection of those committed to 
him.  

Davis urged pastors to pray with 
thanksgiving, to never give up and to 
remember that the finished work is in 
Christ. 

Midway through the conference 
Jim Smith, who worked with Adrian 
Rogers, showed a video called “What 
every pastor ought to know.” It is part 
of a series recorded by Rogers that is 
available for purchase. The video also 
served as a preview for an upcoming 
conference in April at North Harford 
Church, Jarrettsville, Md. Rogers died 
in 2005.

In a short business session, Chris 
Gudmundsson, pastor of First Church, 
Dundalk, nominated Lyn O’Berry, 
pastor of The Church on Warren Ave-
nue, as the 2009 conference president. 
O’Berry won unanimously. 

Mike Logsdon, conference vice-
president and 2008 president, closed 
the session in prayer. 

Andrew Davis
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Monday Afternoon 
Jose Nater, pastor of Primera Ig-

lesia Bautisa Hispana de Cambridge, 
opened the first session in prayer and 
his wife, Mayra, read the scripture, 
Rom. 12:1-2. 

The BCM/D staff presentation 
included a video about bcmd.e-quip.
net, a free online leadership training 
site available anytime for individuals 
and churches. 

Bill Archer shared about the op-
portunities for churches and individu-
als to sharpen their music and per-
forming arts skills through All About 
Kids Productions, Youth Performing 
Arts Camp (YPAC) and Worship Expo 
for adults.  

“I firmly believe our next gen-
eration of worship leaders will come 
from YPAC,” Archer said. 

Tom Rodgerson, CentrePointe 
counselor, shared the ways Cen-
trePointe Counseling can help in-
dividuals and churches in times of 
transition. Rodgerson said the re-
newal of the mind doesn’t have to be 
individual, but corporate. 

BCM/D executive director, David 
Lee, introduced Rick Hancock and 
Roy Fish, distinguished professor of 
evangelism, Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. Lee said both 
men, from different generations, have 
hearts for evangelism and both are 
adequately trained for what God has 
called them to do. 

In the annual President’s Address, 
Rick Hancock used 1 Kings 18, the 
passage where Elijah challenges the 
prophets of Baal on Mount Carmel. 

He told how Elijah arranged the 
wood, cut the ox, poured the water 
around the altar three times, and 
earnestly prayed. God answered and 
sent fire. 

“It would appear we’re doing ev-
erything right, following the book, yet 
the heavens remain silent. We refocus, 
restructure, refinance, relocate and 
reload and still God does not respond, 
and we wonder, God, why?” 

Elijah remembered God. He 
remembered who He was and said 
he was His servant. He didn’t elevate 
himself. He was obedient, he prayed, 
and the fire fell. 

Roy Fish used Luke 10:38-42, the 
passage about Mary and Martha. 
Martha, Fish said, invited Jesus into 
her home, but didn’t have time for fel-
lowship or communion with him. 

 “Only one time did God leave 
heaven and come to us incarnate. He 
walked on the earth and that God in-
carnate was under Martha’s roof and 
the only thing Martha could think 
about was basting the roast.

“Mary was also working before 
Jesus came. But when He came, she 
sat at His feet.

“You find Mary three times in 
scripture. Every time you see her she 
is at Jesus’ feet. 

“‘Mary has chosen the good 
part…,’” Fish said, quoting Luke 10:42. 

Monday Evening
Monday evening’s session began 

with music by the BCM/D Jubilation 
Orchestra, led by Phil Repass and the 
BCM/D Chorale, led by Bill Archer. 
Vernon Lattimore, pastor of New 
Bible Church, opened the session with 
prayer. Quienzella, his wife, read the 
scripture from Jer. 29:11. 

Bob Mackey, Baltimore Associa-
tion’s director of missions and the 
executive director of Embrace Balti-
more, said he is deeply grateful for 
the partners who are making Embrace 
Baltimore happen. Mackey said the 
Embrace strategy has a goal of having 
150 outreach events and starting 38 
new churches next year. 

“This is not something you join, 
it’s something that joins you,” he said. 
Embrace is an effort to enable churches 
to carry out their strategies for reach-
ing their communities and beyond. 

“When the Lord asked me to 
come to Baltimore I said, ‘I don’t re-
ally know anyone there. Lord, I don’t 

know any pastors. I don’t know if 
they’ll like me or trust me. I don’t 
know any CEOs or politicians like the 
city I’ve been in.’  [God replied,] ‘It’s 
real simple, you know Me, and I know 
everybody in Baltimore and that has 
to be enough for you.’ And it is.” 

Mackey used an illustration of 
horses pulling weights – individu-
ally they can only pull so much, but 
together they can pull much more. 

Speaking again, Fish shared about 
1 Cor. 9:19, “I become all things to all 
men that I may by all means save 
some…” 

Fish told a story about a military 
commander being asked to use his re-
sources to search for grape jelly cases 
that were lost when a war was being 
fought.

Instead of driving out the devil 
and welcoming Christ as King… we’re 
searching for 40 cases of grape jelly. 
Sometimes we spend huge hunks 
of time and effort on things that are 
superficially irrelevant, he said. 

“God’s basic objectives are to win 
people to Jesus Christ and mature 
them in the faith,” he said. 

Fish said he is tremendously 
loyal to SBC, but it takes 44 Southern 
Baptists a whole year to win someone 
to Christ. Then half of them can’t be 
found at the end of the year. 

Churches have lost their focus. 
Focus, he said, means single-minded-
ness, concentration, keeping some-
thing at the center of one’s heart…

Maina Mwuara, BCM/D mission-
ary for student and children’s evange-
lism, asked all churches to get involved 
in this year’s evangelism conference 
in March in partnership with WMU to 
share Christ in Baltimore. 

James Dixon, Jr., BCM/D mis-
sionary for African-American church 
development, introduced twelve-year-
old Anna Carr, daughter of Steffan 
Carr, pastor of Christ Memorial 
Church. Carr said she had a dream 
when she was eight to go on a mission 
trip. She has now gone on six mission 
trips, been a leader with the FAITH 
Evangelism strategy, and has even 
organized and led mission trips. Carr 
urged churches to treat children like 
the missionaries, evangelists and the 
ministers they can be. 

“Help us feed their passion and 
win the next generation to Jesus,” he 
said. 

Dixon said the children are going 
to be the ones that carry this conven-
tion forward. 

Executive Director Address
In his address, David Lee used 

Phil. 2:14-18, “Do everything without 
complaining or arguing, so that you 
may become blameless and pure, 
children of God without fault in a 
crooked and depraved generation 
in which you shine like stars in the 
universe….” (NIV) 

Lee said movies today that por-
tray the future do so with a backdrop 
of darkness. He said he wishes that 
was fiction, but knows the pervading 
darkness will cover the earth until the 
light of the world comes to usher in a 
new heaven and earth. 

What do we do while we await 
that day? 

“Our job is to shine like stars in 
midst of darkness,” he said. How do 
we do that in such a crooked and 
depraved generation? 

The common perceptions are that 
Christianity is old fashioned, hypo-
critical and too involved in politics. 
Christianity in today’s society no 
longer looks like Jesus.

Lee said, interestingly, Roy Fish 
had a very similar message to what 
Lee was about to deliver. Would that 
mean God is serious about what he 
is saying and would that mean we 
would be in major jeopardy if we’re 
not obedient to what He says to do? 

Lee challenged churches to read 
the New Testament through twice in 
2008. “As you do, build a clear profile 
of what it means to ‘live like Jesus’ in 
this generation. Write it down. 

Photos by Shannon Baker
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“Commit to make the personal 
journey to become more like Jesus in 
the way we live and minister in the 
world in 2008.

“Lead your church to become 
more like Jesus in the way that we live 
and minister,” he said.  [The complete 
transcript of David Lee’s message can be 
found at www.yourbcmd.org.]

Raymond Mooreland, executive 
director of the Maryland Bible Society 
closed in prayer. 

Tuesday morning
Pernell Spence, minister of music 

at Galilee Church, led worship. James 
Byun, associate pastor of Global Mis-
sion Church, prayed. Heather Byun, 
his wife, read the morning’s scripture 
verse, Joshua 24: 14, 15. 

Bryan Patrick, music and wor-
ship minister at First Church, Laurel, 
and his wife, Amy, sang “Rescue the 
Perishing” by Billy Foote and Fanny 
Crosby. The Patricks dedicated the 
song to Roy Fish. 

Jim Futral, executive director/
treasurer of the Mississippi Bap-
tist Convention, thanked BCM/D 
churches for their help in the continu-
ing ministry to the Mississippi area 
following Katrina. 

“You just keep coming and bless-
ing us, and I want to say thank you,” 
he said. 

Futral read Joshua 3:5, the theme 
verse, “Consecrate yourselves, for 
tomorrow the Lord will do amazing 
things among you.”

“God has put you on focus for 
looking at tomorrow,” Futral said.

“Everything God is going to do in 
your life, your church, your conven-
tion and your world is going to hap-
pen in the future. He doesn’t change 
the past, but He transforms the future. 
Everything I’ve got to say today has to 
happen in the future.” 

Futral read Eph. 5:15-16, “Be very 
careful, then how you live - not as 
unwise but as wise, making the most 
of every opportunity, because the 
days are evil.” (NIV) 

 “What are you going to do with 
this day to make a difference?” he 
asked. 

“It’s not easy to move God’s 
people forward. They backslide a lot 
easier than they frontslide,” he said 
with a smile.

He explained, Israel had been on 
the edge of the Promised Land before, 
and God said, “Take it.” and they said, 
“I can’t do that.” Now, Joshua brings 
them back to the edge of the Promised 
Land. God said, “I’m going to use you” 

Similarly, it’s a new generation, 
a new opportunity and new venture 
to capture the future. “Join with us 
and people all across this land and 
let’s capture the future together,” 
Futral said. 

David Lee and his wife, Sherry, 
announced upcoming staff retire-
ments and recognized several staff 
members for their years of service. 

Lee announced John Faris’ up-
coming retirement. Lee called Faris a 
tremendous friend to Maryland/Dela-
ware Baptists, a man of integrity. Faris 
was presented a new set of golf clubs. 

“This has been 20 of the best years 
of my life. There’s no place I’d rather 
have been than here,” Faris said.

Lee officially announced June 
Holland and Carol Moore’s transitions 
from full-time to part-time ministry. 
He also welcomed Michelle Mackall, 
who will provide ministry assis-
tance in the executive office and with 
women’s ministry. 

Ken Jordan, BCM/D missionary 
for church relations/deacon and fam-
ily ministry, and Gail Noda, ministry 
assistant to Ken Jordan and Gayla 
Parker, were also recognized for ten 
years of service. 

After the presentations, new pas-
tors and staff members came forward 
to introduce themselves and tell 
briefly about their new ministries. 

Staff Presentation & Testimonies
K’Lynne McKinley introduced her 

colleague, Sarah Rushing, who shared 
about the Crossway ministry, a house 
in which six Salisbury University 
students live together and covenant 
together to focus on discipleship, out-
reach, Christian leadership and life 
lessons together. 

Andy Ehlers, pastor of High Tide 
Church, said that church has gone 
from 70 to 400 people in four years. 
They’ve baptized 20 people so far this 
year. One third of those attending are 
12-years-old and under. 

Daryl McCready, pastor of Oak 
Ridge Church, shared that in the past 
five years the church has had 254 
decisions for Christ and 213 baptisms. 
In 2005, they hired a church planter to 
plant a church 15 minutes up the road 
and now both churches are growing 
strong. 

McCready said the Lord provided 
11 acres of land, but the church is not 
going to build until the property is 
paid off. 

The Partnership Mission team pre-
sented a video showing scenes from a 
recent exploratory mission trip to Asia, 
with an encouragement for others to 
pray and seek God’s plan for their lives 
in supporting missions in Asia. 

BCM/D Committee Reports
John Faris reported for the Chris-

tian Life and Public Affairs Commit-
tee. Faris said the committee keeps 
BCM/D churches informed about 
public affairs and legislation that af-
fects Christians. Faris said the slots 
issue will probably be coming up for 
referendum this year. 

Faris also reported for the Baptist 
Foundation. He said he’s served for 20 
years as the Foundation director. Since 
1991 when the extension service and 
Foundation merged, the Foundation’s 
managed funds have grown from 
$3.8 million to almost $10 million. The 
Foundation has given $6 million to 
Southern Baptist and BCM/D causes. 

Over the past four years, Con-
rad Burch, BCM/D missionary for 
planned giving/wills and bequests/
bi-vocational ministry, leads estate 
seminars for the Foundation. He has 
completed 300 wills for Baptists in 
Maryland/Delaware. This past year 
45 wills have been completed so far, 
and Baptists have left $1.2 million to 
Baptist causes. 

The Baptist Foundation also 
provides loans. Faris said it is a real 
joy to help new churches. What the 
Foundation earns on the church loans 
goes back to the convention to plant 
new churches and strengthen exist-
ing ones. Faris presented a check to 
BCM/D in the amount of $172,112.94. 

BFCS had its most financially 
successful year ever, with sponsors 
donating $443,000, doubling the previ-
ous year. Tim Durkin said the money 
energizes all of the work BFCS does 
and allows the agency to continue and 
expand its ministry. 

Del Morgan, music and worship 
minister at Covenant Church, Co-
lumbia, Md., and executive director 
of Lamplight Artists, read Psalm 13 
and sang.  

Gayla Parker BCM/D WMU 
executive director/Missions Innovator 
Specialist (SBC, WMU) and mission-
ary for missions education/customi-
zation, said the 2007 women’s retreat 
was full and one-third of the women 
had never been to a WMU event. Even 
more exciting was that those same 
women were under the age of 35. 
Parker encouraged churches to get in-
volved with “Breathless,” the upcom-
ing WMU and Women’s Ministry joint 
women’s event as well as FamilyFest 
in Baltimore next summer. A new web 
site is coming soon, she said. 

Resolutions
Messengers voted to approve two 

resolutions: 
Opposing embryonic stem cell 

research (ESCR) - that in preaching 
and teaching we emphasize that it is 
God alone who gives and sustains 
life from the 

November 12 - 13
Clarion Resort Hotel
Ocean City, Md.
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“Dear Counselor” with CentrePointe Counseling, Inc.

“Our son is depressed about facing major oral surgery.”
Dear Counselor,

Our sixteen year old son is fac-
ing major oral surgery soon. He is 
discouraged and depressed. What 
can we do to cheer him up as the 
surgery looms ahead?
                           —Concerned Parents

Dear Concerned Parents:
Let me affirm you for the concern 

that you express for your son, your 
willingness to be encouraging, and 
your interest in his feelings. Your 
attempts to simply hear him, validate 
his feelings and give nurture not only 
will help in the physical healing, but 
also will help to build a solid sense 
of self internally which will last for a 
lifetime.

As you express your concern, 
you will want to get the facts, get the 
feelings and get the thoughts. Getting 
the facts involves doing the research 

that gives information about what to 
expect, why this is necessary, what 
they are looking for, etc. Appropri-
ate facts will help to lower the chance 
of any surprises and, thus, lessen 
anxiety. Getting the feelings involves 
listening to the fears and concerns as 
they are felt by your son, even if they 
seem irrational to you. If the surgery 
is due to something like cancer, there 
are deep feelings that are hard to put 
into words about life and death. If 
the surgery in any way will affect the 
appearance of your son – even if for 
a short while – he may have feelings 
that are as strong as life and death 
even though that may seem irrational 
to you.

Getting the thoughts involves 
tracking the actual inner thoughts 
that give rise to the feelings. Such 
thoughts are usually repetitive, often 
are irrational, and go round and 

round in one’s head. For example, 
concerns for the cosmetic outcome 
of the surgery may generate repeti-
tive thoughts like, “I’ll be scarred for 
life and no one will love me.” Simply 
asking with sensitivity about what 
thoughts are going off in his head 
when he has certain feelings may 
open your son to put into words the 
unspoken monologue going on in his 
head. Once the monologue is in the 
open, you can work with him (let-
ting him come up with ideas first) 
on developing counter-thoughts that 
dispute the irrational thoughts aris-
ing in his head. For example, for the 
irrational thought mentioned above, 
counter-thoughts might include: “I am 
loved for more than my appearance,” 
or “There is only a 1 percent chance 
that I’ll have any scars, and I believe 
in the 99 percent option.” 

Finally, this is a great time to 

discuss how one develops strength 
in time of trial. Without preaching at 
your son, you can give examples from 
your own life. Or, you can introduce 
appropriate scriptures as a part of the 
development of counter-thoughts and 
set up experiments to see if the fears, 
negative thoughts, or anxieties actu-
ally decrease with the introduction of 
this alternative thinking that through 
repetition touches the innermost self.

Questions may be e-mailed to 
trodgerson@bcmd.org with the subject line 

indicating, “Dear Counselor;” or mailed 
to Dr. Tom Rodgerson, 8203 Harford 

Road, Parkville, MD 21234. CentrePointe 
has offices in the following locations:

Cambridge, Catonsville, Columbia, 
Crofton, Dunkirk, Frederick, Glen Burnie, 
Hughesville, Lanham, Laurel, Lutherville, 

Mechanicsville, Middle River, Odenton, 
Parkville, Rockville, Severn, Silver 
Spring, Waldorf and Westminster. 

BCM/D “Engages Tomorrow”
Continued  from page 7
moment of conception; that BCM/D 
urge members to give public witness 
against the destruction of human life 
in embryonic stem cell research and 
to make known its support of adult 
stem cell research and its opposition 
to ESCR with involves the taking of 
human life. 

Opposing expansion of gambling 
– that messengers call governors and 
members of Maryland and Delaware 
General Assemblies to join with 
citizens in finding ways to strengthen 
our state’s economy on sound prin-
ciples…, to encourage candidates for 
public office to take a stand in support 
of Maryland and Delaware families 
and businesses by pledging to oppose 
expansion of gambling and to encour-
age Maryland and Delaware Baptists 
to contact their governors and state 
legislators to express their individual 
opinions on this issue. 

Richard Logston, Potomac As-
sociation director of missions, spoke 
regarding the opposition of expan-
sion of gambling resolution. Logston 
suggested churches use newsletters, 
announcements and their church 
marquees to stand against the expan-
sion. He suggested coming up with a 
phrase, such as “Just say no to slots.” 
He also encouraged pastors to educate 
their members about the issue.

Cody Whitaker closed the session 
in prayer.

 
Tuesday Afternoon

Keith Holland, pastor of First 
Church, Beltsville, prayed and Erin, 
his wife, read from John 14:12-14. 

Bill Bloomquist, worship pastor, 
Riva Trace Church, and his wife led 
the afternoon worship. 

Lynn Davis, BCM/D mission-
ary for resort ministry and executive 
director of Ocean City resort ministry 
(OCRM), told messengers how thou-
sands of young internationals come 
to Ocean City each year to work; and 
how OCRM, working in partnership 
with Eastern Association churches 
and mission teams from Maryland 
and Delaware, provide meals and cof-
feehouses for the young people. They 
get to know them, help them with 
their needs while they’re in America 
and share Christ with them. Davis 
urged churches to send mission teams 
and get involved. 

Kristen Norris, a South Columbia 
Church youth, sang before Jim Futral 
came for his final address. 

Jim Futral read Joshua 3. The 
people of Israel, he said, were at a 
critical juncture. They would cross the 
Jordan the next day.

“God is going to do something, 
and you and I need to recognize that 
what we’re a part of is bigger than you 
or me together,” he said. 

“We are descendents who have 
seen the wonders of God. I think 
about those people who have gone 
before me. Now you and I stand at the 
front end of what they handed off to 
the next generation. What are we go-
ing to hand off ?” 

SBC Agency Reports 
Vickie Stewart reported for the 

International Mission Board. Stewart, 
an IMB missionary, showed a video of 
IMB missionaries working throughout 
the world. Currently there are 5,184 
IMB missionaries serving worldwide. 

Walter Mickels reported for the 
North American Mission Board. He 
said there are 5,100 North Ameri-
can missionaries. He thanked the 
churches for giving to the Cooperative 
Program and to the Annie Armstrong 
missions offering. Last year Baptists 
gave $58.4 million to the offering. 
Mickels also said there were 14,000 
presentations of the gospel and over 
1,200 confessions of faith through 
NAMB missionaries. 

Rick Wells said that GuideStone 
Financial Services is expanding its 
ministries, helping retired ministers 
and spouses in need and enhancing 
financial security. 

Jack Wilkerson, representative for 
the SBC Executive Committee, excit-
edly told messengers that he shared 
Christ with four hotel employees 
earlier in the morning. Wilkerson 
recognized Robert Anderson, pastor 
of Colonial Church, Randallstown, 
and BCM/D’s representative on the 
SBC trustee board, and said BCM/D is 
served well. Wilkerson said the Coop-
erative Program continues to provide 
record funds and that BCM/D had a 
4.5 percent increase in giving, put-
ting it in the top 12 conventions in 
increased giving. BCM/D churches 
also increased Lottie Moon giving by 
6 percent and Annie Armstrong offer-
ing by 2.4 percent.

Wilkerson said there is a new 
stewardship training program in 
place to relieve the burden of debt so 
people can be free to do what God 
tells them to do in their lives. 

He also said there is a possibility 
of the SBC convention convening in 
Maryland in the future. 

Gary Jennings, reporting for 
LifeWay Christian Resources, said 
LifeWay has a passion for evangelism. 
Jennings said VBS is still one of the 
best outreaches resulting in 25-28 

percent of the baptisms each year. 
Jennings said he is excited about the 
partnership with ministers of edu-
cation that is taking place. He also 
recognized June Holland as one of 
the best state partners with whom he 
has worked. Jennings presented Rick 
Hancock with a study Bible and a 
Beth Moore book. 

Doug Carlson, Ethics and Reli-
gious Liberty Commission (ERLC), 
showed a video and said culture is out 
of control. “If God’s people commit to 
speaking out, imagine what the world 
would look like,” he said. 

Carlson gave information about 
two bills, a hate crimes bill that pro-
vides special protection for crimes 
against homosexuals that he said 
poses a great threat to Christians; and 
an employment non-discrimination 
act  (ENDA) that gives special rights 
for homosexuals in the work place. 

He urged church members to con-
tact ERLC and be placed on the email 
list to get quick updates. 

 David Lee introduced Gary 
Seydel, who sang before the annual 
sermon by Byron Day, pastor of Em-
manuel Church, Laurel. 

Annual Sermon
 “Are you ready for some amaz-

ing things to happen? Are you ready, 
Maryland/Delaware Baptists, for God 
to do some wonderful things among 

us?” Day asked.
He urged messengers to leave 

the past behind and get ready for the 
Promised Land. We may have to leave 
our comfort zone and embrace people 
who don’t look like us, smell like us 
and do not have the same educational 
background as us, he said.

Churches must also focus on the 
author and finisher of their faith and 
follow God, he said. Christians must 
pursue God and seek after Him and 
not the things of the world. 

Day said Christians must be 
obedient. “Obedience allows you to 
see clearly. When we’re disobedient 
things get foggy,” he said. 

Finally, Christians must believe 
the promises of God. “You have to 
trust and believe God. Keep your eyes 
on the prize.

“I’m waiting for my Savior to 
come and take me to the Promised 
Land,” Day said.

“Get ready! Get Set! Go!” He 
shouted to a standing crowd. 

John Faris closed with prayer.
John Rudd, reporting for the 

Order of Business Committee, an-
nounced next year’s meeting will be 
in Dover, Del., on Nov. 9-10, 2008. 

Fred Dyer, pastor of White Marsh 
Church, will give the annual sermon. 
Larry Stein is the alternate. Bill Archer 
will be the music and worship coordi-
nator. 

Over 800 people came to First Church, Laurel’s, dedication service celebrating the 
completion of their new 78,000 sq. ft. worship center on Oct. 28. Frank Perry, who pastored 
the church from 1954 to 1990, and John Faris, director of finance and development for the 
Baptist Convention of Maryland/Delaware, were the guest speakers. The new building’s 
foyer features 25 colorful national flags. 

“The flags represent the make-up of our congregation. We have people from 38 differ-
ent countries. The flags also remind us of our commitment to the Great Commission,” Stan 
Beall, First Church’s senior pastor, said.

First Church is one of BCM/D’s top giving churches, collecting over $15,000 last year for 
the Lottie Moon Christmas offering for international missions and over $90,000 so far this 
year in Cooperative Program giving. And members don’t just give, they learn about mis-
sions and go. 

“In the past two years we have sent people to Mississippi, Cuba, Hungary, Israel and Nige-
ria,” Beall said.  A group of 16 ministered in Nigeria recently, preaching, leading a pastor’s 
school for over 100 pastors and working with a Vacation Bible School for 1,500 children. 

Photos by Bob Simpson



By Shannon Baker
National Correspondent

OCEAN CITY, Md.—Hurricane 
Katrina blew through her life, but in-
stead of stealing, killing or destroying 
it, Wendy Scott says she experienced 
the abundant life described in John 
10:10.

Scott, a former professor of law 
at Tulane University in New Orleans, 
La., and wife of Eddie Scott, BCM/D 
missionary for Bible teaching and 
discipleship, was the featured speaker 
of this year’s ministers’ wives confer-
ence that preceded the 172nd annual 
meeting of the Baptist Convention of 
Maryland/Delaware on Nov. 12-13 in 
Ocean City, Md. 

In her message, Scott drew from 
Prov. 3:1-12 to share six elements that 
define the abundant life: long life and 
peace; favor with God and man; God’s 
direction; health; financial security; 
and a life that God finds delight in.

Noting that God looks first at the 
heart, Scott said that the abundant life 
starts on the inside. She pointed to 
Prov. 3:1-2, which urges God’s people to 
not forget God’s teaching, but to keep 
God’s commands in their hearts, for 
they will prolong their lives for many 
years and will bring prosperity.

“Obedience is the way to long life, 
peace and favor with God and man,” 
she said. “Blessings always lead from 
obedience.” 

Scott advised the 100-plus min-
isters’ wives to spend time with God 
studying and meditating on His Word 
and to stay connected to the body of 
Christ. 

“We must let God’s Word and His 
armor keep the inner man strong and 
let His peace guard our hearts and 
minds,” she said.

Moreover, Christians maintain 
the abundant life by living a life un-
der God’s direction. 

“We need the Holy Spirit to direct 
us, because we have the tendency to 
be like sheep to direct our own way 
and to lean on our own bad under-
standing,” Scott continued, referring 
to God’s instruction to acknowledge 
Him so that He can direct their paths.

Noting that scripture says it is im-
possible to please God without trust-
ing Him—without faith—Scott said 
that God rewards those who earnestly 
seek Him. What does He reward His 
people with? The abundant life, she 
said.

Scott also noted the Proverbs 
passage points to the outward mani-

festations of the abundant life that are 
apparent in healthy bodies, in finan-
cial security and in lives that God 
delights in.

“Our bodies are the Holy Spirit’s 
temple—they were bought with a 
price,” Scott said, pointing out that 
in Romans 12, the Apostle Paul urges 
Christ-followers to present their bod-
ies as a living sacrifice.

“This is our reasonable service 

for what Christ did on the cross for 
us,” she said. “We know we need to 
exercise, eat right and get rest. Even 
the world knows that. But we have a 
special obligation to our holy temple.”

Decrying gluttony, laziness and 
sexual impurity, but also processed 
foods, Scott asked, “Is your temple 
a sacred place or a place to deposit 
impurities?”

God has made provision to have a 
healthy body, she noted.

“God has given us the right to 
rest,” she added. “He demands that 
we rest.”

Sharing her experiences in the af-
termath of Hurricane Katrina in New 
Orleans, Scott went on to describe 
how God provides for those who are 
financially faithful to His work. 

“We can’t reap the financial 
security until we’ve sown into God’s 
ministry,” she said.

She shared examples of how God 
provided—a car generously given, 
a woman who saw their Louisiana 
license plate and gave them all the 
money in her wallet, and so much 
more.

“During our Katrina experience, 
we lacked nothing even though we 
had nothing,” she said. “We were 
secure in the Lord, and He secured 
everything we needed.” 

Admitting she had experienced 
moments of despair and hopelessness, 
as “incredible loss hung over the city 
as a cloud,” Scott recognized that the 
enemy was trying to kill, steal and 
destroy her. 

“But Jesus died so that I could 
have life in abundance, even in the 
midst of my circumstances... I can 
testify that he will never, ever, ever, 
ever leave you or forsake you,” she 
testified.

“Hurricane Katrina robbed us 
of our home, ministry and life as we 
knew it. It was a whole big shake-up,” 

Scott shared to a standing ovation. 
“But I am more confident than ever of 
my status as an overcoming woman 
of God.” 

In response, Sherry Lee, mission-
ary to ministers’ families, said, “I’m 
not glad that Katrina came, but I am 
sure glad that God brought you and 
your family to us.”

Lee also shared about several 
upcoming opportunities in 2008 for 
women, including the following: 

- Ministers and Mates Retreat 
(by invitation only) on Jan. 24-26 in 
Rehoboth Beach, Del.; 

- “Shine” Ministers’ Wives 
Retreat, April 4-5 at the DoubleTree 
Hotel in Annapolis, Md.;

- Ministers’ Family Getaway, 
Oct. 31-Nov. 2 at Willow Valley Resort 
and Conference Center in Lancaster, 
Pa.;

- Ministers’ Wives Brunch, Nov. 
10  at the Sheraton Hotel in Dover, 
Del.;

- “Breathless” BCM/D’s first 
women’s conference, May 16-17 at 
Faith Church in Glen Burnie, Md.; and

- “New England Nights” with 
Beth Moore, Oct. 16 in Newark, Del.

For more information or registra-
tion, contact Lee at (800) 466-5290, ext. 
211; slee@bcmd.org; or visit online at 
www.yourbcmd.org/wives. 

Scott tells ministers’ wives six things that lead to the abundant life

Wendy Scott, wife of Eddie Scott, BCM/D mis-
sionary for Bible teaching and discipleship, 
speaks to the Ministers’ Wives brunch that 
preceded the BCM/D Annual Meeting on Nov. 
12-13 at Ocean City, Md.
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By Shannon Baker
National Correspondent

OCEAN CITY, Md.—After hear-
ing about Jesus for the first time, the 
little boy had two questions: “Why 
haven’t I heard about this before? And 
why did Mary and Joseph choose to 
name their child a curse word?”

Until someone explained the 
gospel to him, that little boy had only 
heard the name of Jesus in forms of 
profanity, Andy Scarcliffe told guests 
at a Partnership Dinner held during 
the annual meeting of the Baptist 
Convention of Maryland/Delaware on 
Nov. 12. Scarcliffe is mission advisor 
to the Baptist Union of Scotland in 
Glasgow.

“Scotland is 20 years ahead of the 
Unites States in secularization,” he 
shared. “By 2020, if the church mem-
bership decline continues, we will 

lose an entire generation now aged 0 
to 40.”

Scarcliffe explained that while the 
people of Scotland have lost interest in 
church, they are excited about spiri-
tual matters. Accordingly, he shared 
about a local hotel that tried several 
ways to attract guests during the holi-
day season. 

One year, a “James Bond” spy 
motif failed. The next year, the secular 
hotel manager suggested a “Midnight 
Mass”-type event, where guests could 
sing Christmas carols, hear a sermon 
and give toward an offering that 
would benefit a local charity.

It resulted in a standing-room-
only crowd.

“None of us go to church, and 
we want to thank you for telling us 
the Christmas story,” Scarcliffe had 
heard.

In a similar way, a 9,000-member 

fitness club sponsored a Christmas 
program that drew record crowds.

This was in spite of the “five de-
nominations in England who say they 
will close in 10 years unless some-
thing happens,” Scarcliffe said.

He pointed to other non-tradition-
al ways that Christians are trying to 
reach those in their homeland. One 
church meets in a skateboard park, 
and others meet in coffee shops and 
pubs. Another, Church of the Glorious 
Undead, targets Goth students and is 
drawing great interest.

But there is still great need, 
Scarcliffe said. Fifty percent of Bap-
tist churches in Scotland are under 
50 members. They would love mis-
sion teams to come alongside them 
to develop ministry projects, assist 
them in renovating their buildings 
and otherwise support their efforts to 
evangelize their communities.

He related an experience one 
young underprivileged boy had when 
a team came to teach him about Jesus. 

The boy swelled up with dignity, 
feeling unusually important, and said, 
“You mean you’ve come all the way 
from America to tell me this mes-
sage?” It was obvious what he felt. 
“You mean I’m that important?”

Encouraging his listeners to come 
to Scotland, Scarcliffe concluded, 
“Maybe there will be people with 
Scottish accents in heaven because of 
this dinner tonight.”

For more information on the 
BCM/D partnership opportunities 
in Scotland, Asia, West Africa, the 
Middle East, Kentucky and Balti-
more, contact Freddy Parker, Acts 1:8 
missionary at (800) 466-5290, ext. 215; 
fparker@bcmd.org or online at www.
yourbcmd.org/missions. 

Opportunities in Scotland focus of Partnership dinner

BCM/D Coming Events

DECEMBER

2-9   Week of Prayer for 
International Missions and 
Lottie Moon Christmas 
Offering (ext. 231)

6   Church Planters’ Tax and Legal 
Issues Seminar, BMRC, 9 - 3 p.m. 
(ext. 222)

24-Jan. 1  BMRC Closed

JANUARY 2008

18   Weekday Education   
Director’s Support Network  at 
BMRC, 10-2:30 p.m. (ext. 233)

20 Sanctity of Life Sunday
21 BMRC Closed for Martin   

Luther King, Jr. Day
27-Feb. 3  Men’s Ministry Awareness  

Week (ext. 215)
28   VBS Early Bird Clinic, Blue 

Ridge Association, 7-9 p.m. 
(ext. 233)

29   Ministers’ Tax Seminar at  
BMRC, 9-1 p.m. (ext. 207)

For detailed information 
about the events listed above, 

go to 
www.yourbcmd.org/calendar 

or call 1-800-466-5290 and the 
appropriate extension.

learn from each other. Horizons is 
a celebration/training extravaganza 
provided every summer by BCM/D 
at Skycroft Conference Center. Men-
toring is making an impact as expe-
rienced children’s ministers work 
alongside others teaching them how 
to minister. 

 “Partnering and networking is 
keeping us on the cutting edge,” Hol-
land said. 

“My favorite Bible verse is Ecc. 4:9, 
10: ‘Two are better than one because 
they have a good return for their 

work. If one falls down, his friend 
can help him up. But pity the man 
who falls and has no one to help him 
up.’” (NIV)

Holland was saved when she was 
13. She and her father went forward 
during a Billy Graham Crusade in 
Washington, D.C. She credits a sev-
enth grade Christian teacher for both 
subtly encouraging her spiritually 
and for influencing her decision to 
become a school teacher.

Holland went to Towson Uni-
versity where she met her husband, 
Ward. The couple graduated, married 

and then they went to Southeastern 
Seminary. Ward’s first pastorate was 
Pleasant Rock Church, Baltimore. June 
began teaching at a public school and 
working with LifeWay during the 
summers, leading children’s ministry 
conferences. Ward’s now retired, but 
like many “retired” pastors, he’s still 
ministering. 

Holland said she may be part-
time in January, but she’s still got her 
cell phone and she’s ready to keep 
going strong. “It’s fun. It’s a great joy. 
And it’s still going,” she said with a 
big smile.  

Children’s Ministry & VBS continue to evolve as 
June Holland transitions to part-time ministry
Continued from page 1
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By Tim Durkin
Baptist Family & Children’s Services

COLUMBIA, Md.—Pat and Cliff 
Lacy have been involved with the work 
of Baptist Family & Children’s Services 
for almost ten years–longer than most 
staff members. They live to serve God 
by loving and serving His people in 
need.

We present their story this week 
in the form of a brief interview. We 
hope that their life and work can be an 
example and an inspiration to others 
reaching out to kids and families in 
distress.

Tim Durkin (TD): How did you first 
get involved with Baptist Family?

Pat Lacy: It was about ten years 
ago. I attended a parenting skills train-
ing that Baptist Family was putting on 
at Patterson Park Church in Baltimore. 
It was like a light bulb went off over 
my head–the ideas of the course were 
so simple and worked so well.  

TD: You became trainers of the 
course.

Pat Lacy: We taught a lot of classes, 
in our church and in other places. 
At Prisoner’s Aid, we were teaching 
former prisoners parenting skills so 
that they could be reunited with their 
children. Most of the students were 
there under court order, many of the 
students were really on board with the 
program. I’m still in contact with many 

of those students. They call us up ev-
ery now and then to check in.

TD: You’ve volunteered in almost 
every program that Baptist Family has 
started in the past decade.

Pat Lacy: Up to right 
now. We worked with our 
church to host a back-to-
school supply store for kids 
in the neighborhood. We 
served about 150 kids. The 
church had never seen any-
thing like it. They’re still 
talking about it, and get-
ting ready to do it all again 
at Christmas time. My goal 
was to show the church how 
much support there was for 
our congregation and our 
neighborhood from Baptist 
Family and outside donors. We pro-
vided all the volunteers, and Baptist 
Family helped us collect all the mate-
rial to hand out. God just sent so many 
generous people into our church’s life.

Cliff and I focus on evangelism 
outreach in our church. If somebody 
gets in trouble, we’re the ones they call, 
and we know how to find outside re-
sources. So putting one of these stores 
together was a lot like that–knowing 
what outside resources we had avail-
able, and bringing them to the church.

TD: You do a lot of outreach. How 
would you describe the neighborhood 
around your church?  

Cliff Lacy: It’s mostly residential. 
It’s a growing neighborhood. The local 
housing projects have been torn down, 
and they’re building new private hous-

ing on the property. Like 
Canton, Highlandtown and 
Patterson Park, it feels like 
our area is being targeted 
for revitalization.

TD: What is your 
church’s role in the neigh-
borhood?

Cliff Lacy: Pat and I 
came to Galilee Church 
from Harbor Heights, 
which was a missionary 
church. So when we came 
to Galilee, we came with a 
real spirit of outreach which 
we picked up from all the 

missionaries that would come to Har-
bor Heights.  

The Bible tells us to go out to all 
parts of the world to preach the Gos-
pel. Our church has started to do that, 
and we are being blessed because of it. 
New people, different kinds of people, 
are coming to our church now to find 
out what’s going on. It’s a blended 
church now.  

TD: Why is helping kids and fami-
lies important to you?

Pat Lacy: God has sent a lot of 
important people into my life that have 
had a positive influence on me, and I 
want to do that for others.  

Cliff Lacy: It comes from the Word. 
We have had different pastors over the 
years that helped us understand that. 
Before I was saved, I wasn’t a church-
going man. Pat started going to church, 
which scared me to death because I 
wasn’t ready to change our relation-
ship. But she kept going to church, 
and they were praying for me down at 
Harbor Heights.  

One day, the pastor came to my 
house. He just sat down and started 
talking to me about the Gospel. He 
told me Jesus’ message in a way that 
really affected me. What won me over 
was that he didn’t come into my house 
condemning me for the choices I was 
making, or for not going to church. He 
told me about the love of Jesus, and led 
me to Christ, right there in my living 
room.

TD: That’s interesting. Your work 
is all about leading the church out into 
the community, and it starts with a 
pastor leaving his church and going 
into your home to introduce you to 
Jesus.

Cliff Lacy: He came to me because I 
wasn’t going to him.  

TD: Does your faith drive you to 
reach out to others in need?

Pat Lacy: You know, even if I start-
ed this work without faith, I would 
have found faith through the work. 

Couple personifies the spirit of outreach

By Sharon Mager
BCM/D Correspondent

COLUMBIA, Md.—Baptist Fam-
ily & Children’s Services (BFCS) now 
has a presence on the Eastern Shore 
and in Delaware, providing resources 
to churches, ministering to hurting 
families through social work and shar-
ing Christ. Two new BFCS staff mem-
bers began ministering in those areas. 
Cody Whitaker, who started working 
in Delaware in March, partners with 
both the Delaware Association and 
with BFCS. Kathy Maloney, an Eastern 
Shore native, came home from working 
as a social worker in New 
York to begin ministering 
in Salisbury in June.  

In Delaware, Whita-
ker’s task is to help DBA’s 
director of missions, Jim 
McBride, in partnering 
with churches to reach the 
community. He is work-
ing with BFCS to help 
churches identify families 
who need BFCS’s services. 
As he works with church-
es hosting back-to-school 
book bag give-away and 
Christmas parties, he is 
forming partnerships with 
the churches to reach the com-
munity, and he is identifying people 
with needs BFCS can help with. 

“These parties are a stepping 
stone for establishing further services 
in communities,” Robert Gerstmyer, 
BFCS’s executive director, said. 

Whitaker felt God calling him to 
help at-risk children and spent years 
in social work, but felt frustrated with 
the restraints he had about sharing his 
faith. He and his wife, Maria, moved 
to North Carolina and began working 
with a family preservation program 
through a church in Asheville. Later 
they were appointed as North Ameri-
can Mission Board missionaries and 
began looking for a place to serve.  

Whitaker sent his resume specify-
ing that he wanted to help churches 
with evangelism, but he also felt God 
calling him to work with at-risk kids. 
The position with DBA and BFCS 
seemed like a perfect fit. 

McBride is excited to have Whita-
ker working with him.

“He [McBride] always wanted 
to bring BFCS to Delaware,” Gerst-
myer said. “This is a fulfillment of his 
dream,” he said. 

Whitaker said the whole realm of 
BFCS services, including the agency’s 
unique wrap-around program, CHO-
SEN foster care and the Good Sa-
maritan network will all be available in 
Delaware.  

On the Eastern Shore, Kathy Ma-
loney grew up attending First Church, 
Princess Anne, was active in her youth 

group, and was baptized 
by her pastor, Stan Beall, 
in a river by her grand-
mother’s home.

She fulfilled her 
childhood dream when 
she moved to New York 
City in 1998 and went to 
work as a social worker. 
Maloney said she was 
working in an area in 
Brooklyn, directly across 
from Battery Park, where 
the World Trade Center 
stood before the attack 
on Sept. 11. Maloney 
remembers the ashes fall-
ing, and she was one of 

the many who helped people 
get home when the subway closed. 
She also was there for the big black-out 
in 2004. Even those two events didn’t 
dampen her enthusiasm for the city. 

But God began changing circum-
stances. In 2006 her rent was raised, 
and she had to move. She found herself 
in small areas with “little bitty” closets.

Looking back, she sees it truly was 
God’s hand drawing her away from 
New York. 

Maloney’s mother was at a mis-
sions meeting in her own church and 
overheard a woman talking about a 
social work position with BFCS. She 
quickly passed that information on to 
her daughter. 

Maloney followed up, calling 
Bruce Revel, Eastern Association’s 
director of missions, and then Bob Ger-
stmyer. After interviewing, Maloney 
said she felt physically, emotionally 
and spiritually connected. The timing 

was right.
At her second interview she met 

with Bruce Revel and Bettye Agnor, 
who spearheaded the effort to bring 
BFCS to the Eastern Shore. Maloney 
remembered Bettye’s husband, Walter, 
from when Maloney served as a sum-
mer missionary in 1988.

Maloney is contacting churches to 
let them know BFCS is on the Eastern 
Shore and ready to serve. She, like 
Whitaker, worked at fairs this summer 
giving out information about BFCS 

and is working with churches to host 
Christmas parties for the needy in an 
effort to identify needs and partner 
with churches.

Gerstmyer is thrilled with the 
sudden growth of BFCS and the idea 
of being able to serve so many people, 
rescue so many children and be obedi-
ent to God. “The next expansion will 
be Alleghany County,” Gerstmyer said. 
“We’re slated for 2010.” 

BFCS now offers services on Maryland’s Eastern Shore and in Delaware

Eastern Association establishes 
“Bettye Agnor” award

By Sharon Mager
BCM/D Correspondent

SALISBURY, Md.—The Eastern 
Association honored Bettye Agnor 
for her passion for regional ministry 
throughout the association by pre-
senting her the first “Bet-
tye Agnor Award.” The 
award will be presented 
each year to others who 
also demonstrate that 
passion and commit-
ment.

Agnor’s most recent 
accomplishment was her 
role in bringing Baptist 
Family & Children’s 
Services to the Eastern 
Shore.

She was at a Baptist 
Convention of Mary-
land/Delaware General 
Mission Board meeting 
last year when Robert 
Gerstmyer, BFCS’ ex-
ecutive director, gave his 
quarterly report. Gerstmyer brought a 
baby with him that had been suffering 
from a crack cocaine drug addiction 
as well as the child’s foster mother. 
The heartbreaking tale of the baby’s 
anguish and the self-sacrificing efforts 
of the foster family touched Agnor.

“I kept thinking about it. I 
couldn’t get it off of my mind. I went 
to Bob and said, ‘Why don’t we have 
anything like this on Eastern shore?’”

Agnor, whose husband, Walter, is 

a past BCM/D president and former 
Eastern Association director of mis-
sions, began calling churches. Sixty-
six church representatives responded 
by attending a meeting at First 
Church, Delmar, and Agnor said they 
decided that they did indeed want the 

services of BFCS. Agnor 
arranged a follow-up 
prayer service at Im-
manuel Church, Salis-
bury. Gerstmyer came 
and addressed the group 
and told them it would 
cost about $60-70,000 for 
the first year to bring the 
agency to the shore.

“I sent letters to 
everyone I knew,” Agnor 
said. Friends, family, 
WMU sisters and others 
responded generously 
to Agnor’s plea. The 
churches also respond-
ed. Within a year, Agnor 
had raised over $100,000.

Now BFCS has an 
office at Oak Ridge Church, Salisbury. 
Kathy Maloney, a Somerset County 
native, left her job in New York City 
in June to come home to Maryland’s 
Eastern Shore and is now ministering 
as BFCS’ representative. Agnor said 
she’s thrilled with Maloney.

Now the challenge, Agnor said, 
is recruiting Christian families who 
are willing to sacrifice their time and 
talents to rescue children and broken 
families. 

Bettye Agnor with Kathy 
Maloney when Agnor accepted 
the award from Baptist Family 
& Children’s Services for her 
role in bringing BFCS to the 
Eastern Shore of Maryland.

Cody Whitaker
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MAIL, E-MAIL, OR FAX YOUR AD 
Deadlines are the first day of the February 
for the following March’s issue. Classified 
advertising is 75 cents per word ($18.00 
minimum) for BCM/D churches and church 
members; 85 cents per word ($20.00 
minimum) for non-profit organizations; 
and 95 cents per word ($25.00 minimum) for 
commercial organizations. Word count does 
not include words with two letters or less. 
Contact us for display ad pricing. 

Acceptance of advertising does 
not constitute an endorsement of any 
advertiser’s products or services.

To Place an Ad

Presenter:  Ron Pratt, 
Leadership Consultant/Childhood Specialist

 

February 2, 2008
 

Covenant Baptist Church, Ellicott City, Md.
10 a.m. – 2 p.m. – Registration: 9:30 a.m. 

$15.00 per person (lunch & materials provided)
 

Contact:  June Holland, (410) 290-5290, ext. 233 
or jholland@bcmd.org

           seeks  “missionary”  couples  and  
singles  to join with us 

for six months  to  one  year 

Mission field:   Federal  Hill & the Inner Harbor at Baltimore

Needed:    People  willing to risk their time,  talents and treasure “growing”   
a “new church” in an old church. We need  Praise teams,  musicians,  
sound techs, computer  gurus,  teachers, etc.  Great Commandment/ Great 
Commission  believers  who believe in the power of prayer,  the power of 
God and are not afraid  of  innovative  ministry  and going “outside the box.”

CONTACT  PASTOR  LYN  O’BERRY
warrenavecares @ verizon.net

The Church on Warren Avenue 
at F ederal H ill

DON’T   MIND   PADDLING  UPSTREAM?
DO YOU  REALLY  BELIEVE  NOTHING  IS 

IMPOSSIBLE  WITH GOD?

TOTAL CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, INC.
“From Concept to Completion”

• Specialists in church construction and renovation.
• Experienced in all types of design-build systems construction 

which will save you time and money.
• Experts in elevator additions and ADA compliance.
• Assistance in every project phase – budgeting, design, 

fundraising, permitting and construction.
• Licensed, insured and bondable for all our work.
• 20 plus years of construction & renovation work in all types of religious, 

educational, commercial, & community use facilities.

Local Congregations Served

 Bethany UM – Ellicott City Mount Airy Baptist – Mount Airy
 Calvary UM – Mount Airy Mount Lebanon Baptist - Baltimore
 Chestnut Ridge Baptist – Timonium Odenton Baptist 
 Forge Road Bible – Perry Hall Saint Paul’s Lutheran – Kingsville
 Gospel Tabernacle Baptist – Baltimore Westminster Baptist
 Greenridge Baptist – Clarksburg Westminster Church of God
 Lutheran Church Redeemer-Damascus White Marsh Baptist

10291 Baltimore National Pike   Ellicott City, MD  21042
Telephone 410-461-7200   www.tcsbuilds.com

INVESTOR NEEDED — Seaside 
Church, Lewes, Del., seeking investor to 
purchase last ¾ acre buildable lot in Gos-
ling Creek. Seeking purchaser to give 
Seaside first refusal rights to purchase 
back in ten (10) years at market value or 
minimum purchase price whichever is 
higher—$230,000. Call (302) 542-9783.

PART-TIME CHILDREN’S MIN-
ISTRY DIRECTOR—North Baptist 
Church in Wilmington, Del., is seek-
ing applicants for the position of Chil-
dren’s Ministry Director. The position 
will have an emphasis on Nursery - 6th 
grade and will require approximately 
20 hours a week. Send resumes to: Pas-
tor Jimmy Ezell, North Baptist Church, 
3318 Silverside Road, Wilmington, DE, 
19810. Phone inquiries should call (302) 
478-1638.

PASTOR — Fenwick Island Baptist 
Church is currently accepting resumes 
for a full time pastor. Our church is a 
seasonal church and active members
range from 75 during the winter and 120 
during the summer. Our area is ready 
for harvesting. Please send your resume 
to Frank Spikes c/o Fenwick Island Bap-
tist Church at 36806 Lighthouse Road 
Selbyville, DE 19975.

Are you inspired by the stories of 
churches responding to the 

Acts 1:8 Challenge?

Do you dream of the day when you will see YOUR CHURCH 
awakened, equipped, commissioned, empowered and sent?

The North American Mission Board (NAMB) had your church in mind 
when it developed the new Church Renewal Journey. There is no 
need to dream when the reality of getting started is only a prayer, 
and a phone call or an e-mail away. 

Here’s the contacts to help you get started.

In Maryland/Delaware, contact Freddy Parker, Acts 1:8 missionary, 
fparker@bcmd.org;  (410) 290-5290, ext. 215;

At NAMB, contact Fred & Pat Mueller, Church Renewal, fwm@comcast.net; 
(301) 384-0524; www.churchrenewal.net; www.ActsOne8.com; 

For national events, go to www.churchrenewaljourney.net.

HELP WANTED-  If you have previously served as a team member on any 
Renewal Weekend and/or if you are interested in serving as a team member 
in the future, please register your interests on the NAMB Renewal web site, 
www.churchrenewaljourney.net.

Baptist Life07
2 col. x 2”h

2 col. x 4”h

Bose Church Sound 
System Seminar

Feb.  2, 2008 • 10 - 2 p.m.
$10 registration fee is due in advance 

(includes lunch)

First United Methodist Church
6201 Belcrest Rd, Hyattsville, Md 20782

 Please e-mail us at dave@daveaudio.com 
with the number of attendees and names

Send check to:
Dave Armbruster Audio, INC.

28 Dunvegan Rd, Baltimore, MD 21228

(410) 747-5134 • www.daveaudio.com

Children’s Ministry Seminar 
Trends in the 21st Century



What  wi l l  you  g ive  so  they can hear?
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