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Is America worth 
saving? 
 I guess it is just 

the by-product of a 
presidential election 
year, but it seems 
that everybody is 
talking about what 
is wrong with our 
country. 

Beneath the 
doom and gloom 
of all the statistics 
being thrown at us is 

the reality that something is indeed 
wrong with us. 

The last assessment I read 
indicated that the United States is 
the third largest nation in the world 
when it comes to numbers of people 
without Christ. We rank right behind 

China and India.
Our North American Mission 

Board of the Southern Baptist 
Convention believes that America 
is worth saving. That is why we as 
Southern Baptist churches are called 
upon to give emphasis to North 
American Missions and the Annie 
Armstrong Easter Offering this time 
of the year.

The offering is named for Annie 
Armstrong, a native of Baltimore, who 
boldly mobilized people to join hands 
and hearts to prayerfully support 
the work of missions at home and 
abroad. As a result of our cooperative 
effort, we now have more than 5,000 
missionaries serving throughout the 
United States, Canada, and their 
territories.

Seventy-five percent of the receipts 

of the 2008 Annie Armstrong Easter 
Offering fund salaries, health 
benefits, and training expenses for 
North American missionaries. 

Fifteen percent will support 
church planting. The remaining 
ten percent will provide evangelism 
support for reaching North America.

Maryland and Delaware Baptists 
benefit directly from ministry of 
the North American Mission Board 
through the Cooperative Program 
and the Annie Armstrong Easter 
Offering. Many of our BCM/D staff 
are also NAMB-appointed North 
American missionaries. 

The North American Mission 
Board helps to fund their salaries 
and benefits. It also partners with 
the BCM/D to provide salary 
supplements and benefits to our 

associational directors of missions. 
NAMB also channels church 

planting and evangelism resources 
into our area. In total, we receive 
nearly a million dollars each year for 
reaching Maryland/Delaware with 
the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

You can add to that the resources 
made available through the North 
American Mission Board to make 
Embrace Baltimore a reality.

I encourage every BCM/D church 
to consider giving to the Annie 
Armstrong Easter Offering for North 
American Missions. 

I believe America is worth saving. 
And the only one who can save 
America is Jesus. 

I like movies.My 
wife, Lorraine, 
and I see a lot of 

movies. We really 
enjoy unwinding at 
the end of our work 
week with a good 
movie.
 Although I see 
a lot of movies, I 
rarely recommend 
too many. However, 
I recently saw a 
really good one. 
It was entitled, 

“The Bucket List.” It features two 
veteran award-winning actors, Jack 
Nicholson and Morgan Freeman. The 
basic premise of the movie is that 
Nicholson’s character, a billionaire, 
and Freeman’s character, an auto 
mechanic, both end up sharing a 
hospital room as they each face a 
diagnosis of terminal illness with 
only six months or so to live.

The movie chronicles how this 
unlikely duo bond as instant friends. 
One day, Freeman begins to scribble 
a list on a piece of paper. Nicholson 
coaxes him to explain what the 
list is all about. Freeman tells 
him that during his college days, 
his philosophy professor made an 
assignment of the class to write a list 
of things they would like to do “before 
they kicked the bucket.” Nicholson 

ultimately convinces Morgan that, 
since their life was now going to be 
shortened, they should do the things 
on the list with the time they have 
left. This concept is aided by the fact 
the Nicholson’s character has the 
unlimited resources to do anything 
and everything they mutually decide 
to do.

I will not spoil it by revealing 
any more specifics of the movie, but 
I really encourage you to go see it. 
I laughed, I cried, and I came away 
with a great sense of how so few seem 
to ‘find the joy’ in this great journey 
called life.

None of us can guarantee how 
much time we have left. We should 
be more conscious of trying to 
maximize the days, weeks, months 
and years that a gracious God will 
give us. I see so many people, who in 
the course of their daily lives, while 
making a living, raising children 
and the pursuing happiness, seem to 
always assume they have all the time 
in the world to do the things that 
really matter. Somewhere along the 
way, they just lose their joy in life. 
Life becomes routine, predictable, 
exhausting and even boring. 

None of these were ever intended 
by our Lord to be the measure of 
our lives. Jesus said, “Ask, using 
my name, and you will receive, 
and you will have abundant 

joy” and “I have come that you 
might have life and have it more 
abundantly.”

On a church level there are many 
parallels. As I look around at so 
many churches, I see very few that 
aren’t mired in a joyless monotony or 
mind-numbing conflict of some sort 
or another. Somewhere along the 
way these congregations have lost 
focus on the real mission. They have 
grown weary in the work and myopic 
in their strategy to reach out to 
anyone but themselves. Meanwhile, 
every day tens of thousands in 
Maryland and Delaware are slipping 
into eternity without hope.   

Why not make a bucket list? It can’t 
hurt. Most lists would minimally 
include better personal relationships, 
more family time, hugs for children, 
witnessing to loved ones and friends, 
deeper spiritual walks with the Lord 
and other things that only the Holy 
Spirit can personalize.

Churches should list the kind 
of things they must do in order to 
be faithfully fulfilling the Great 
Commission in these dark and 
desperate days. Anything that doesn’t 
make the list should be jettisoned. 
There is so much to do and so little 
time to do it. Start crossing off on the 
list the things you have accomplished 
that really matter! 

Bob Simpson
BCM/D Assoc. 

Executive Director, 
BaptistLIFE Editor

Is America worth saving?

Have you done your ‘bucket list’?
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The stock market is 
fluctuating daily. The 
war is dragging on. 

Foreclosures have reached 
an all-time high. Home sales 
are stagnant. Gas prices are 
creeping up and grocery costs 
are off the chart. The evening 
news is depressing and everyone 
seems stressed by the daily 
grind. Churches are certainly 
not exempt. The joy of many is 
depleted. 

Encouraging, isn't it?
Nehemiah 8:10 throws us 

a life-line.  "Do not grieve, for the 
joy of the Lord is your strength."  
Joy is the gift. The Lord is the gift-
giver. Who couldn't use a little more 
joy in life?

When my wife and I 
were serving at Frayser 
Church in Memphis, 
Tenn., I drove the bus on 
Sunday morning to pick up 
children in the community 
for church. The local 
Pentecostal church always 
had thought provoking 
ideas on the small sign 
out front. I would usually 
glance to read the message 
for the week. The message 
I remember best is: "Joy is 
not the absence of trials, 

but rather the presence of God."
An awareness of the presence of 

God does make a difference. Psalm 
23:4 is probably familiar.  "Even 
though I walk through the valley 

of the shadow of death, I will fear 
no evil, for you are with me." Phil. 
4:5 reminds us, "The Lord is near." 
Jesus even encouraged His followers 
with the promise of His eternal 
presence in heaven in John 14:1-6.  

There isn't much we can do about 
the trials in life, but we can enjoy His 
presence.

Jesus' presence in our life gives 
us reason to rejoice. Paul was so 
convinced of this truth that he wrote, 
"Rejoice in the Lord always.  I 
will say it again: Rejoice!" 

Paul, David and Nehemiah knew 
something about joy. They were all 
facing tough times. It's not about 
the absence of trials. It's about the 
presence of the Lord.

Joy provides a source of strength 

in the midst of the tough times of 
life. Life isn't always easy. We all 
experience difficult challenges. 
Our students battle life daily in 
school. Families are under fire. 
Relationships are under siege. 
Health issues sneak up on us quickly. 
Financial woes are increasing. 
Pastors are discouraged. Joy-rob- 
bers are on the prowl.

Don't forget! Joy is not the absence 
of trials, but rather the presence of 
God. Don't forget! The joy of the Lord 
is your strength. That's the life-line 
many of us need. We cannot dismiss 
our difficulties, but we can decide to 
embrace His joy. 

Got joy? If you have Jesus the 
answer is, YES! 

Got joy?

Rick Hancock
BCM/D President 

and Pastor of 
Dunkirk Church
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BCMD.E-quip.net 
training resources

The following on-demand 
presentations listed are now 

available at bcmd.e-quip.net. 

Latest:

• Scattering Stones - Sharing 
Christ Through Small Group 

Servant Evangelism
• Scrubbing Up...Diagnosing 

your Church Health 1/2 
• Foundations - Basic 

Fundamentals for Small 
Group Success

• Blues Brothers, Beatles and 
Beyond - Missional Church

In addition to the latest 
presentations listed above, there 
are also training opportunities 

in the following categories:

Church Planting
Mentoring

Ministry to Children
Music and Worship

Pastors/Pastoral Staff
Sharing Christ
Single Adults
Small Groups

Technology
WMU Resources

It is one of the great stories of the 
Christian Church. In Scillium, 
North Africa—A.D. 180—a run-

ner brought the message that soldiers 
were on their way. A Christian 
silversmith named Speratus, about to 
be arrested, had a decision to make: 
Should he take the Church’s sacred 
scrolls with him to jail? Or would 
they be safer in hiding?

The Roman authorities had been 
burning the Gospels and the letters 
of Paul, and persecuting Christians. 
To not guard these writings would be 
an act of betrayal—a renunciation of 
the faith.

Speratus and 11 other Christians 
were kept in a dungeon under the 
Roman garrison. They sang songs, 
prayed together, and fed on the words 
of Paul—which Speratus had taken 
with him into captivity.

In time, six of the men were 
examined by Proconsul Vigellius 
Saturninus. “Swear by the genius of 
our Lord the Emperor,” Saturninus 
ordered.

Speratus thought of Paul’s 
admonition to Timothy and 
paraphrased it in reply: “I cannot 
worship the empire of this world,” he 
said, “but rather I serve that God, 
whom no man has seen, nor with 
these eyes can see.”

“Don’t you understand it means 
your deaths?” Saturninus asked.

These men answered, “We fear 
nothing and no one, except our Lord 
God.”

The fame of the Scillitan martyrs, 
as they came to be known, spread 
throughout the empire. They are 
remembered today for their absolute 
trust in God’s Word.

As I write in my new book, The 
Faith, the same dynamic comes into 
play whenever the Church faces a 
hostile culture. Today, Christians 
in North Korea and elsewhere 
risk violent punishment for even 
possessing the Scriptures.

What is it about this book that 
causes people to give their lives for 
it, causes oppressors to try to destroy 
it, and so infuriates cultural elites? 
The reason is what the Bible claims 
for itself: It purports to be the Word 
of God. The Bible, written by men, 
but through the inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit, gives us God’s eternal 
perspective on the world—truth 
unbound by time or place. This is 
why Christians defend the Bible 
with their very lives. And since the 
Bible calls followers to an allegiance 
higher than the state, tyrants seek to 
destroy it.

Simply put, the Bible is the 
rock on which the Church stands 
or falls. The texts were written 
with meticulous care, based on 
manuscripts accumulated over the 
centuries before Christ—and then, 
by faithfully recording the apostles’ 

teaching. Archeological discoveries 
are mounting, supporting the Bible’s 
historicity. No book has ever been so 
challenged nor found so reliable.

For 2,000 years, the Bible, 
often unaided by any human 
intervention, has transformed—often 
dramatically—the lives of those who 
read it: St. Augustine, St. Anthony of 
Egypt, Martin Luther, to name a just 
a few. And I have known thousands, 
including hardened criminals, 
who have read the Bible and been 
transformed for good.

I hope you will read my new book, 
The Faith. In it, you will learn more 
about why no Christian should ever 
be intimidated in defending God’s 
Word. The evidence that He has 
spoken is overwhelming. 

The Faith: What Christians 
Believe, Why They Believe It, and 

Why It Matters by Chuck Colson 
with Harold Fickett.

Copyright © 2008 Prison 
Fellowship Ministries. Reprinted 

with permission. “BreakPoint with 
Chuck Colson” is a radio ministry 

of Prison Fellowship Ministries. 
Prison Fellowship Ministries® may 

withdraw or modify this grant of 
permission at any time. To receive 
“BreakPoint” commentaries daily, 

you can subscribe for free at 
http://www.breakpoint.org.

BreakPoint with Chuck Colson: He has spoken
By Chuck Colson
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PlantLIFE: ‘We love Baltimore, because God loves Baltimore’
By Isaac Moncada

While the aircraft was crossing 
the Gulf of Mexico, the pilot 
announced that we would 

be arriving at Miami International 
Airport soon. It was the first time I 
had flown over the Atlantic Ocean, 
and the first time my wife and I 
had traveled to the United States.
At that moment I did not realize 
that the purpose of this trip was a 
part of God’s plan for our lives. From 
Miami we traveled to Denver, Colo., 
where we were assisted by a Hispanic 
pastor. There we learned about the 
need for Hispanic pastors to reach the 
Hispanic people of the United States.

When I heard about this need 
something happened in my heart; I 
thought that this message was God’s 
calling for us to join Him in this work. 
So I talked with my family about my 
impressions and the possibility of 
moving to America, and we decided to 
ask the Lord to open a big door for our 
ministry here in the United States if 
that is what He truly desired. 

Psalm 2:8 was our slogan: “Ask 
of me, and I will make the nations 
your inheritance, the ends of the 
earth your possession.” Ten years 
later the Lord opened that big door 
for us and called us to His work 
with Hispanic people here in the 
state of Maryland. Never once did 
we complain to the Lord for those 10 
years in which we waited upon Him; 
after all, the people of Israel waited 
on their freedom for 430 years!

When we visited the place of our 
probable ministry on the northeast 
side of Baltimore city, we learned 
that we would have the privilege 
of establishing a partnership with 
Pastor William Higgins and the 
congregation of Northeast Church, 
including use of their facility for our 
new church plant.  

We immediately felt that this 
would be an excellent place for our 
new church to reach Hispanic people. 
As a result, we made our moving 
plans from Peru quickly. The process 
of our coming to the United States  
proceeded quickly and successfully.  
Upon our arrival, we were assigned 
as church planters in Armistead 
Gardens of Baltimore.    

The three of us–my wife, Ana, 
daughter, Tatiana, and me started 

our job with great enthusiasm; we had 
some experience as church planters, 
but here in America, this work was 
very different. God guided us in the 
first step of meeting people. One of 
them was Tania, our English teacher. 
We were her pupils; in fact, sometimes 
we held our classes in our home. 

We made contact with other 
Hispanic people, too. We got to 
know Carmen, Juanita and others, 
who gave us their friendship and 
showed us “around.” In addition, the 
training “Entrenamiento Basico para 
iniciadores de Iglesias (Basic Training 
for Church Planters),” directed by  
Rolando Castro, BCM/D missionary 
for church planting and language 
churches, among others, opened 
our eyes to the process of planting 
churches here.

John Draper, our former director 
of missions in Baltimore, shared 
with us that our ministry would be 
along Route 40 East. So, we visited 
Middle River Church and Pastor Don 
Satterwhite, who helped us secure a 
room there to begin holding meetings 
with a different Hispanic family, Ana 
Tovar and her daughters, Katherine 
and Valery. That contact led to the 
beginning of a second Hispanic work 
in our ministry known as Iglesia 
Bautista de Middle River.

Later in a meeting at the Baptist 
Mission Resource Center, we met 
Paul Cole, pastor of Prince of Peace  
Church in Fallston. Soon we started 
helping Pastor Cole and not long after 
Iglesia Bautista Principe de Paz was 
born with a group of Mexican people 
in that area.  God is truly blessing 
this church; in fact, four members of 
the church are already students in 
the new “Centro de Entrenamiento 
Ministerial (Hispanic Minister’s 
Training Institute).”  

Our vision is to plant within 
the heart of each of our members at 
these churches a living desire to train 
leaders to start new churches and 
multiply the kingdom of God. 

Along the journey of our ministry, 
we met “Grandmother Carmen;” she is 
an older woman, who did not want to 
ride to church in our car. She told us, 
“I want to walk in order to get some 
exercise.” She faithfully attended 
our worship service on Sunday and 
our meetings at the church during 
the week.  Carmen has children and 

grandchildren in the area.  As a result, 
she connected us with her family 
members, and she encouraged them 
to attend the church at Armistead 
Garden. Now, even though she has 
moved to another state, we continue 
to keep in contact with her. We hope 
to see her again soon and to receive 
her help in the ministry of our Lord.

Planting churches, without a 
doubt, is the work of God. But God 
wants to use common people just 

like us to do it. When we do, we are 
able to serve our Lord to extend His 
kingdom and to be instruments in 
His holy hands. The slogan we live by 
is this: "We love Baltimore, because 
God loves Baltimore." 

Isaac Moncada is the church 
planting pastor of three church 

plants in the Baltimore area.  
He can be reached at 

(443) 622-7914 or by email at 
imoncadarengifo@hotmail.com.  

Church planters Ana and Isaac Montada congratulate Ritza Sanchez on her recent 
baptism at the Iglesia Cristiana de Armistead Gardens in Baltimore, Md.
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By Sharon Mager
BCM/D Correspondent

CROFTON, Md.—First Church, 
Crofton, is sharing God’s Word 
repeatedly through a unique Bible 
recycling program. Sunday school 
teacher, Cathy Plunkett, started 
the ministry last summer and 
by Christmas delivered over 300 
Bibles to the Anne Arundel County 
Detention Centers  in Glen Burnie 
and Annapolis. 

“It’s remarkable,” Robert Parsley, 
pastor of First Church, said.

Though Plunkett began the 
ministry, the church and the 
community have rallied around her.

“We had someone anonymously 
drop off 20 Bibles on Christmas Eve,” 
Parsley said. But getting anonymous 
donations isn’t unusual since the 
program started. 

Plunkett, a homemaker who 
teaches a middle school Sunday 
school class, said she got the idea after 
buying some of her children’s friends 
Bibles to take to a youth retreat. She 
was surprised at the joy and blessing 
she received from doing that.

One of the girls flipped through 
her new Bible and asked Plunkett 
why some of the words were in red. 

“I told her those were the words 
Jesus spoke.” She said `Oh wow! 
He said a lot, didn’t He?” Plunkett 
recalled.

Plunkett began feeling a need 
to do more and told God she wanted 
to share His Word with more 
people. Later, Plunkett received a 
bookmark with scripture as a gift 
from her sister. Plunkett liked the 

idea of giving bookmarks like that 
and began making her own as gifts. 
That brought her back to the idea of 
giving away Bibles and she began 
to do some preliminary research, 
calling around to get some prices on 
new Bibles. She was shocked at how 
expensive they were – way out of her 
reach to do what she wanted to do on 
a large scale. 

A representative from one store 
suggested Plunkett check out some 
thrift shops. That gave her the idea 
to begin collecting used Bibles.

“Most people have several Bibles 
lying around that they don’t use 
anymore.” she said. “We recycle 
paper, why not Bibles?” 

Plunkett began passing out flyers 
to local churches and in different 
neighborhoods.  She put collection 
boxes at various locations. People 
responded and the Bibles started 
coming in. 

“She made over 1,000 flyers and 
took them all over the neighborhood. 
She’s a real ball of fire on this,” 
Parsley said. 

After getting a good collection, 
Plunkett began praying for God to 
show her where she could donate 
them. 

Parsley suggested the local 
detention centers. He contacted 
Chase Wood, a chaplain for the 
Department of Detention Facilities. 
Parsley and his wife, Carole, helped 
Plunkett deliver the Bibles.  

Wood said many of the inmates 
are thrilled to get Bibles. Many 
request one as soon as they get into 
the facility. Inmates are especially 
appreciative of the variety they 

can choose from, such as the newer 
translations. 

In addition to the detention 
centers, Plunkett makes the Bibles 
available to anyone who wants one. 
Several were given to people in the 
community. 

Now Plunkett regularly updates 
a newsletter on the church website 
sharing ministry news. 

For more information, 
contact Plunkett at 

goodnews2share@yahoo.com.

Bible recycling: sharing God’s Word again & again

Cathy Plunkett of 
First Church, Crofton
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Young minister of music brings verve to 154-year-old church
By Sharon Mager

BCM/D Correspondent

BALTIMORE, Md.—Dawson 
Hull, music minister at The Church 
on Warren Avenue, can play the 
piano backwards. He turns away 
from the piano, put his arms around 
himself and plays to beat the band. 

The 23-year-old Peabody 
Conservative graduate student is 
bringing a fresh, winning smile, 
youthful excitement, and vim and 
vigor to a church that started in 
1854.

Hull leads the congregation in a 
few hymns and mostly contemporary 
music, and Senior Pastor Lyn 
O’Berry said it works really well. 
And that’s saying a lot for a church 
where the average age is 72. 

“A lot has to do with his 
personality,” O’Berry acknowledged. 
“He’s really a blessing and extremely 
well received.”

Hall comes from a musical 
family in Tennessee. His father, Bob 
Hull, has been a music minister for 
30 years and currently serves at 
First  Church, Lexington, Ten. Bob’s 
father was a music minister. 

“I guess it’s passing the torch,” 
Hull said.  

O’Berry said what’s so wonderful 
is that while the church was sincerely 
praying for a worship leader, Hull, 
then attending classes and serving 
as a music minister in Alabama, 
was praying for God to show him 
direction. 

Hull visited Baltimore and 
loved it. He knew God wanted him 
at Peabody. He was praying for 
a position near the conservatory 
where he could serve and earn rent 
money. Bill Archer, BCM/D’s music 
and worship missionary, saw Hull’s 
resume and called O’Berry. It was a 
great match. 

At The Church on Warren 
Avenue, Hull stays rent-free in one 
of the church’s houses and receives a 
stipend for his services, and he has 
the freedom he needs to continue his 
studies. 

The church gets a very talented 
worship leader in the form of the 
youth it so desperately wanted, and 
they even get the perks of having 
Peabody students come and play in 

their church. 
But in addition to the obvious 

blessings Hull brings to the church, 
and the church brings to the young 
professional, Hull’s 
appearance at the 
church may also 
be symbolic of the 
new, fresh start The 
Church on Warren 
Avenue is taking 
steps to make. 

In 2006 the 
church had come to 
the point of having 
to decide whether 
it was time shut 
down.

O’Berry said 
after 40 days 
of prayer, the 
congregation said, 
“We don’t know 
where God is taking 
us, but we know He 
doesn’t want us to 
close the doors of this 
church. God wants 
us to put a church here that reaches 
our community and the people that 
live in our community." 

“We call ourselves Abraham 
believers,” O’Berry said. The church 
is moving out, following God not sure 
of where He’s taking 
them, but trusting Him 
to get them there. 

Now as the church 
plans and dreams, 
they have the will to 
work, but many just 
don’t have the physical 
strength anymore. But 
that’s not going to stop 
them. Instead of going 
out, they’re bringing 
people in.

 They’ve started 
a new contemporary 
service on Thursday 
nights and there 
are plans for a local 
chef to cook dinners. 
Two large children’s 
groups now meet at 
the church during the 
week. Mission teams 
are pouring in to help 
with outreach – three 
are due this month 

and eight are coming in the summer 
in addition to the many that have 
already served the church this year. 

Last year, O’Berry said the 

church did an informal survey. 
They discovered that there are 247 
residents in the community that are 
unchurched. Many said they had to 
work on Sundays. Others weren’t 
too interested in church, but were 

interested in God. 
O’Berry said the main thing the 

neighbors wanted was for the church 
to be real and authentic. 

The pastor believes 
with the ongoing outreach 
people will begin to believe 
The Church on Warren 
Avenue is credible, and he 
also believes Dawson Hull 
will help people see the 
authenticity.  

When Hull first arrived 
he immediately rolled up his 
sleeves and took part in a 
book bag give-away outreach 
in the nearby community of 
Sharp-Leadenhall.  

“We really had a good 
time. Dawson was very 
comfortable,” O’Berry said.

When the Baltimore 
marathon came through, 
O’Berry and Hull pushed 
the piano into the street 
and Hull played ragtime. 

“We know we’re an old 
church, but we have a vision 

and we want to make sure that 
vision happens and not let someone 
else do what God gave us to do,” 
O’Berry said. 

“How could I explain that to 
God?” 

Peabody music student, Dawson Hull, leads worship at The Church 
on Warren Avenue in Baltimore, Md.
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By Maurice Miller
Sara Otto’s grandfather

LAVALE, Md.—Sara Otto, a 
graduate of Allegany High School, 
resident of LaVale, and an art and 
design major at Frostburg State 
University, unveiled and presented 
her baptistry mural painting to LaVale 
Church on Sunday, Oct. 7, 2007, during 
the morning worship service.

The service theme was “Living 
Water” and the sermon by Pastor 
Jim Jeffries focused on the region of 
the Holy Land around the Dead Sea 
and the Engedi Oasis. 

Engedi is the largest oasis along 
the western shore of the Dead Sea.
The springs there have allowed 
nearly continuous inhabitation of 
the site. 

The pastor shared the historical 
and prophetic significance of that 
area and also pointed out how Christ 
spiritually refreshes and revives 
our lives just as the Oasis refreshes 
those in the barren wilderness, but 
unto eternal life. 

Prior to the presenting the 
mural to the congregation, Pastor 
Jeffries interviewed Otto concerning 
her work on the mural. She stated 
that she had prepared sketches of 
several mural themes and the church 
committee selected “Engedi.” 

She said her work took 63 hours 
to complete. 

When the screen veiling the 
mural was raised for the congregation 
to view for the first time, they 
responded with a standing ovation. 

The pastor thanked Otto for her 
work and for dedicating her time 
and sharing her gift with the church 
for the glory of the Lord. He then 
presented her with flowers and a gift 
of appreciation from the church. 

As a memento of the occasion, 
Otto had prepared and distributed 
to each person in attendance a 
bookmark titled “Water of Life” 
with a picture of the mural and the 
meaning of “Engedi.”   

Otto said, “With Engedi, I was 
trying to translate and relate a 
biblical concept into a visual reminder 
of the meaning of baptism.

"In Psalm 63:1, David contrasts 
the parched world to the oasis of 
life that God offers. In the mural, I 

depict the harsh desert of the Dead 
Sea area, and then I added a river, 
precious and life giving, as a stark 
contrast. Hopefully this painting will 
remind believers of just how essential 
a life in Christ is.”

Otto added, “I like to combine 
the realistic with the surreal, high 
value and low value, intense color 
and subdued color. Art has to balance 
the tame and the wild to achieve 
something that is interesting, yet 
understandable." 

She has an eclectic choice of 
mediums; however, she says paint 
has never lost its initial appeal.

Otto maintains her standing on 
the Dean’s List at Frostburg State 
University and has been awarded 
several scholarships for her academic 
achievement and portfolio. 

She is a member of the Arts 
Council and her artwork has been 
published in the webzine, Simply 
Haiga and Allegany High School’s 
historical research book, Welcome 

Home: A History of the Vietnam 
War.

Otto is the daughter of Mike and 
Joni Otto, LaVale; and granddaughter 
of Maurice and Billie Jean Miller, 
LaVale and David and Donna Otto, 
Frostburg.

The previous baptistry painting, 
dating from the 1950’s, was fitted 
with a professional frame by Bill 
Clise, Sr., and was mounted in the 
balcony of the church.   

Md. college student paints new baptistry mural for LaVale Church

Sara Otto, an art and design major at Frostburg State University, and James Jeffries, pastor of LaVale Church, in front of the 
mural Otto painted for the baptistry. The mural, depicting the Engedi Oasis near the Holy Land, symbolizes God’s power to 
spiritually refresh those in the barren wilderness.



Page 8 Your church... March 2008

By Sharon Mager
BCM/D Correspondent

OAKLAND, Md.—Every 
Wednesday, Becky Mason, Rita 
Liller and Sue Lowther, senior-aged 
women from Pleasant View Church, 
Oakland, Md., get together for a time 
of Bible study and worship. That’s 
admirable, but what’s remarkable 
is that these women are driving an 
hour away for that devotional time 
and they’re doing it with prisoners 
at the Secure Female Facility in 
Hazelton, W. Va. One of the women, 
Sue Lowther, uses a walker due 
to cerebral palsy and multiple 
sclerosis. 

The trio began the ministry 
when they heard about a need for 
volunteers and decided to step 
outside, way outside, of their comfort 
zone to meet that need and share 
Christ with other women. 

“Each week is a little different 
than the week before. It’s been a 
great experience,” Becky Mason 
said. 

Mason went to the prison for 
the first time in January 2007. She 
was nervous as she stood before the 
group and prayed God would help 
her share words that would somehow 
be relevant. She was delighted and 
relieved when the women responded 
warmly with thank-yous and even 
some hugs.

Lowther was also apprehensive, 
worrying whether the prison 
authorities would let her minister 
due to her handicap. She also 
had some bad memories of past 
experiences as a social worker 
going into some maximum security 
prisons where she would get harsh, 
menacing stares. 

But Lowther said she was 
pleasantly surprised at the 
welcome reception she and her 
partners receive from the prisoners 
and the authorities. The prison 
administrators even provide Lowther 
with a wheelchair each week for the 
long walk from the registration desk 
to the common area. 

Mason leads the studies using 

Beth Moore, Kathy Troccoli and 
Tony Evans' books and videos.

“There’s a real need for sound 

teaching. Many [of the prisoners] 
believe they have to keep earning 
their way, but they’re very passionate 
about the Lord,” Mason said. 

Lowther said the women really 
“dig in.”

“They ask challenging questions 
that make you think. You have to be 
prepared,” Lowther said. 

Sometimes some of the inmates 
don’t speak English, but that’s not 
a problem because other prisoners 
translate.

"They’re a great group of ladies,"  
Rita Liller said. “I look forward to it 
very much each week."

Now the Pleasant View women 
are seeing some fruit from their 
labors. On a foggy early morning 
last November, Mason had the 
opportunity to witness a baptism at 
the center. Some of the baptismal 
candidates were ladies the three 
women had been teaching. Mason 
said it was so exciting to see the 
inmates sharing their testimonies 
and reading scripture before being 
immersed. 

Senior women from Pleasant View Church minister at prison in W.Va.

By Sharon Mager
BCM/D Correspondent 

OAKLAND, Md.—BCM/D’s 
Resort Ministry is having its own 
manifest destiny and western 
expansion as Bill and Julie DuVall 
relocated to the Deep Creek Lake area. 
The couple came from Southwestern 
Seminary to Garrett County in 
August to begin the new ministry. 

They’re working to develop 
relationships with managers of ski 
resorts, campgrounds and with the 
new adventure sports complex so they 
can minister to tourists and workers. 
The couple also wants to make some 
connections with people at snowboard 
and skiing competitions. 

The DuValls are Cumberland 
natives who met while attending 
Frostburg University. Julie grew up in 
LaVale Church. When she was eight-
years-old she felt the Holy Spirit’s 
call during a VBS program. Shortly 
after, she prayed to receive Christ. 
Bill was 19 when he came to know 
the Lord through a friend. He started 
attending church with Julie when the 

couple began dating. 
After marrying, they went to 

Southwestern Seminary where Julie 
earned a Master’s degree in early 
childhood education with an emphasis 
on church recreation and Bill earned 
his Master’s degree in education with 
a concentration in counseling. Now 
he’s working on his dissertation for 
his doctorate. 

“We felt God 
calling us back to 
Garrett County, but 
didn’t know why,” 
Julie said. 

Meanwhile at 
home, the state 
convention and the 
Western Association 
were praying for 
resort ministers. God 
worked it all out in 
His wondrous way. 

While home for a 
family wedding, the 
DuValls began talking 
to Kenny Heath, 
Western Association's 
director of missions. 

“As we were 
talking, he was saying that he had 
been praying for someone to come and 
do resort ministry. That’s what I was 
studying. It was neat how God worked 
that out,” she said. 

And God continued to work it out. 
When they were ready to come home, 
they didn’t have a place to stay, so Julie 
said they planned, if necessary, to 

camp out until they got settled. Three 
weeks before they came, Deep Creek 
Church called and told the couple the 
church had an extra parsonage that 
they could use. 

The next thing they needed was 
a job for Bill. While he planned to 
work with Julie with the ministry, 
the couple needed additional income. 
On the second day of their trip from 
Texas to Maryland, Bill got a call from 
a doctor in Maryland who wanted Bill 
to set up a counseling practice in the 
doctor’s office.

The DuValls have three children, 
seven-year-old Elijah, three-year-old 
Aidan and twenty-month year-old 
Abigail. As expected, the DuValls 
enjoy camping, hiking and white water 
rafting. Julie also likes to scrapbook 
and Bill designs websites.

God put all the pieces together for 
the new ministry. 

Now the couple, and the association 
and convention are anxiously waiting 
to get a glimpse of the picture of what 
God has planned.  

For more, contact the DuValls at 
deepcreeklrm@gmail.com. 

God brings resort ministry to Western Association

Sue Lowther, Rita Liller and Backy Mason 
(not pictured) minister at U.S. Penitentiary 
Secure Female Facility in Hazelton, W. Va.

Bill and Julie DuVall, with children Elijah, Abigail and 
Aidan, are excited about  serving in the Deep Creek Lake 
area of Garrett County, Md.
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By Sharon and Shelley Mager

HUNTINGTOWN, Md.—The 
games were exhilarating. The cheers 
were passionate. The crowds have 
shouted their support from the edge of 
their seats. It’s time for the awards.

No one can deny that the season 
has been exciting. Since Emmanuel 
Church, Huntingtown, Md., put 
together its Upward Program, 
they’ve faced nothing but 
challenges. But now, at the end 
of this year’s season, they’ve 
come out at the top of their 
game.

The church is now 
preparing for its annual 
Upward award night and, like 
everything else this season, 
it’s been difficult to arrange. 

With about 2,700 people 
attending, they can’t do it at 
the church, and they can’t do 
it at the local school. They 
have to have this event on two 
nights at the Mary Harrison 
Cultural Arts Center, which 
holds a much larger crowd. 
The best part of it all: All 
2,700 people will get to hear 
the Gospel message.

The church began their 
program five years ago when 
one member who loved 
basketball suggested they start 
a program. Several church 
members went to Upward 
training, in Spartanburg, 
S.C., and came back excited and ready 
to roll! 

It didn’t matter that they didn’t 
have a gym. They were determined 
to plunge ahead. They began to pray, 
asking God to show them what to do. 
After several different community 
groups declined, the church partnered 
with a local school. Two hundred 
children participated the first year.

That number has grown each 
year and now there are 700 young 
basketball players in 88 teams, playing 
in northern and southern divisions 
and they have 100 cheerleaders. 
They play games at three schools and 
practice at eight schools or churches. 

The program has 104 registered 
basketball coaches and fifteen 
cheerleading coaches in addition to 
assistants. Many coaches are from 
other BCM/D churches and other local 

evangelical churches. All the coaches 
have background checks before they 
can help. It’s a massive effort and a 
massive blessing.

 “Looking at it on paper you would 
say it couldn’t be done,” Dave Walton, 
Emmanuel’s children’s pastor, said. 
“But it is being done only through 
God’s amazing power.”

Working with schools can be 

tricky, Walton acknowledged, but 
it all comes down to relationships. 
Walton personally had a relationship 
through volunteering with baseball 
and drama.

“I have never received access to 
school without a relationship,” he 
affirmed.

Walton encouraged others in the 
church to recognize relationships 
they had in the community, working 
as class moms, field trip chaperones 
and sports volunteers. Through these 
friendships more schools were opened 
and more kids were invited.

“A community may not care about 
religion, but they care a lot about kids.” 
When they understand the quality of 
the Upward programs they’re willing 
to give it a try."

Emmanuel Church is also 
deviating from the usual by offering 

a unique basketball program for four-
year-olds. It started out as an accident. 
Leaders unintentionally signed up the 
youngsters then had to call to tell the 
parents that the kids had to be five. 
But the children were so disappointed 
Walton said he decided to just go for 
it anyway. 

They went to toy stores and bought 
small basketball hoops and modified 

them for the youngest players.
 “The parents and grandparents 

love it,” Walton said excitedly.
Coaches don’t do traditional 

devotionals in the middle of the games 
like most groups do. When they tried 
it, half the audience left.

“It’s different from being able 
to do devotionals in a church. What 
we do is target certain times. We’ll 
have people sing or do something 
special. When Team Impact came (a 
Christian muscleman show) we had 
them do a presentation, bending steel 
and stuff.”

But on the last day, at the awards 
night, after the kids, parents and 
friends watch a video of the season 
and clap for awards, they hear a clear 
plan of salvation.

“Upward for us is an evangelistic 
outreach,” Walton stressed. 

 

Emmanuel’s Upward program a slam dunk BCM/D 
March & April Events 

March
2-9    Week of Prayer for North 
American Missions and Annie 
Armstrong Easter Offering (ext. 231)

7-9    YEC (Youth Evangelism 
Conference) “Uncharted” (ext. 223)

9   Daylight Saving Time Begins

14  African-American Awareness 
Conference, Colonial Church, 
Randallstown, Md.  (ext. 261)

16   Language Churches Music 
Celebration, Global Mission Church, 
Silver Spring, 5-8 p.m. (ext. 222)

21   Good Friday - BMRC closed

23   Easter Sunday

27  “Multiplying Churches” with 
Bob Roberts,  Church at Severn Run, 
Severn, Md. (ext. 222)

28-29   RA Congress. Middle River 
Church (ext. 215)

29  Disaster Relief Training, 
Hughesville Church, Hughesville, Md. 
(ext. 226)

April

1-2  “Elevate!” Conference (for church 
planters of churches 3 to 7 years old), 
BRMC (ext. 225)

4-5  “Shine” 2008 Ministers Wives 
Retreat, Annapolis, Md. (ext. 205)

26  2008 Regional Safety & 
Security Conference for Eastern 
and Delaware Associations, First 
Southern Church, Dover, Del. (ext. 
226)

29   “What Every Pastor Ought to 
Know” Conference, Adrian Rogers 
Institute, North Harford Church, 
Jarrettsville, Md. (ext. 217)

For detailed information, 
go to www.bcmd.org/calendar or 
call 1-800-466-5290 and dial the 

extension listed.

On June 6-7, Faith Church in Glen Burnie, Md., (shown here) will host training  for  Upward 
Basketball.  Visit online at www.upward.org for more info. Photo by Jim Oberdalhoff
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‘Outrigger Island’ VBS – plan, pray, train now
By Sharon Mager

BCM/D Correspondent

COLUMBIA, Md.—Surf's up, 
dudes and dudettes! Get ready, grab 
your board and head for the waves. 
It’s VBS planning time, and this 
year’s theme is “Outrigger Island,” 
a tropical adventure that will help 
kids develop the stability they need 
to become unshakeable in a world 
of shifting sands. Kids will cruise 
from the worship rally lagoon to the 
Bible study beach hut. They’ll have 
recreation at the reef and eat at the 
snack shack. Then they’ll travel to 
music falls, swing by missions lookout 
and make crafts at the cabana. It’s 
an adventure waiting to happen and 
for many, a vacation that will change 
their lives forever. 

It’s fun but it’s serious business 
too. June Holland, BCM/D children’s 
and VBS ministry missionary, said 30 
to 35 percent of baptisms come from a 
VBS experience. Children, teen and 
adult lives are being changed eternally 
as a result of VBS and churches are 
looking to the annual program as 
their biggest outreach of the year. 

LifeWay is offering new 
curriculum this year for “special 
friends,” for adults or children 
with special needs. There’s also 
Spanish material. 

This year’s theme is “to 
know God.” Holland said there’s 
an emphasis on the basics as a 
result of feedback to LifeWay from 
churches. On the first “wave,” kids 
will learn that God is real through 
a Bible story about God speaking 
to Moses. On “wave” two, they’ll 
discover that Jesus is God’s Son. 
As the “waves” progress, they 
learn about Jesus’ death and 
resurrection, about Jeremiah 
and Baruch (knowing the Bible is 
God’s Word) and about the Good 
Samaritan (knowing actions show 
what we believe). 

The “Outrigger Island 
scripture” is “Teach me your 
way, Lord, and I will live by 
your truth” Psalm 86:11 (Holman 
CSB). 

“The music is wonderful again, 
and it's very theme oriented,” 
Holland said. Jeff Slaughter, who’s 

been writing VBS music since 1987, 
wrote this year's music for "Outrigger 
Island." This year’s “ABC” song, 
which teaches kids to admit, believe 
and confess to receive Christ, is called 
the “Wiki Wiki Song.”

Holland said the VBS material 
is extremely versatile and churches 
are being really creative. They have 
it in the day, at night, over a longer 
period of time, or over a long weekend. 
Churches have it in a traditional way 
in the church, or they have it outside. 

“New Beginnings Church 
(Pasadena) had their VBS last year 
in one large room,” Holland said. 

Some use the material for 
backyard Bible clubs, for camps and 
for mission trips. 

Oak Grove Church’s youth group 
will take VBS material to Scotland 
for a mission trip this summer. The 
Arundel Association will be taking it 
with them to New Orleans. 

Churches are also partnering and 
planning to share materials and other 
resources. 

Holland suggested that VBS is 

also a great time to allow youth to 
teach the younger kids. The teens can 
learn along with the kids and develop 
leadership skills at the same time. 

Churches with smaller budgets 
can check out Club VBS, a simpler, 
broadly graded inexpensive Bible 
school program. This year’s theme is 
“Cactus Canyon.”

To prepare for the annual 
outreach, Holland led the biggest 
team ever, including an Hispanic 
and a Korean group, to Ridgecrest for 
training. Those trained will be leading 
local training sessions throughout the 
area (see list of dates and locations). 
Holland said the purpose is to train 
leaders who will go into their churches 
and train workers. 

Holland emphasized the need to 
reach children for Christ before they’re 
13 years old. VBS is a way to do that.

“We can introduce them to Jesus 
and have them come to know Him and 
we can continue to help them grow in 
Christ and nurture them.” And VBS 
may be the cruise ship to take them 
to Paradise.  

By Baptist Press Staff

 JACKSONVILLE, Fla. (BP)--
The following is a list of books that 
could be helpful to soldiers and their 
families during a time of war.

–“Medals Above My Heart: The 
Rewards of Being a Military Wife” 
by Carol McGlothlin and Brenda 
C. Pace is a devotional for military 
wives, published by B Publishing 
Group. The husbands of the authors 
wear their medals on their uniforms, 
but the women share experiences of 
military life and reveal the medals 
they wear over their own hearts. 

–“Hope for the Home Front: 
Winning the Emotional and Spiritual 
Battles of a Military Wife” by Marshele 
Carter Waddell explores the emotional 
and spiritual battlegrounds common 
for today’s military wife. Seeking to 
arm military wives with the power and 
protection of God’s promises against 
depression, bitterness, destructive 
choices and desperation, she uses 
both humor and honesty to present 
timely truths. Topics include facing 
fear, anger, burnout, temptation and 
separation from loved ones.

–“God Answers Prayers Military 
Edition: True Stories from People 
Who Serve and Those Who Love 
Them” by Allison Bottke features 
accounts from past and present 
servicemen and women and family 
members who tell how God answered 
their prayers. Stories range from the 
current struggle in the Middle East 
to past conflicts such as World War 
II, the Korean War and the Vietnam 
War.

–“Soldier Looks at Spiritual 
Warfare” by Dick Denny uses real-
life military analogies to confront 
readers with the reality of spiritual 
warfare and shows them how to 
grow spiritually. Each of the 12 
chapters starts with a you-are-there 
narrative-style war flashback, which 
relates to the subject of that chapter.

Compiled by the Florida 
Baptist Witness, online at www.

floridabaptistwitness.com.

Military families
offered hope

2008 VBS Expo Celebrations
Feb. 23 (Sat.) 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. Church at Severn Run (Severn, Md.)

Mar. 8 (Sat.) 9:30 a.m. - noon FBC, Temple Hills (Temple Hills, Md.)

Mar. 28 (Fri.) 6:30 - 9 p.m. Eastern Association (Location TBA)

Mar. 29 (Sat.) 9:30 a.m. - noon First Southern Church (Dover, Del.)

Apr. 10 (Thurs.) 6:30 - 9 p.m. Valley Church (Baltimore, Md.)

Apr. 11 (Fri.) 6 - 8:30 p.m. First English Church (Frostburg, Md.)

Apr. 12 (Sat.) 9:30 a.m. - noon Pleasant View Church (Oakland, Md.)

Apr. 26 (Sat.) 9:30 a.m. - noon Greenridge Church (Boyds, Md.)

Apr. 26 (Sat.) 9:30 a.m. - noon Potomac Association (Location TBA)

Apr. 29 (Tues.) 6:30 - 9 p.m. Calvary Church (Bel Air, Md.)

 VBS Conferences in Spanish

Feb. 23 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. Church at Severn Run (Severn, Md.)

Mar. 8 9:30 a.m. - noon FBC, Temple Hills (Temple Hills, Md.)

Apr. 10 6:30 - 9 p.m. Valley Church (Baltimore, Md.)

Apr. 26 9:30 a.m. - noon Greenridge Church (Boyds, Md.)

For more info, visit online at www.bcmd.org or contact June Holland at 
jholland@bcmd.org,;410.290.5290, ext. 233
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By Shannon Baker
BCM/D National Correspondent

COLUMBIA, Md.—Feel called 
into ministry and want to know your 
options for seminary? The Southern 
Baptist Convention has six seminaries 
with great educational options.

Serving over 13,400 students, 
the six seminaries provide vital theo-
logical education for the current and 
future leaders of Southern Baptist 
churches and missions.

Golden Gate Baptist 
Theological Seminary

201 Seminary Drive
Mill Valley, CA 94941

www.ggbts.edu 
(415) 380-1300

President: Jeff Iorg

Mission: Shaping effective 
Christian leaders who accelerate the 
fulfillment of the Great Commission 
in the churches of the West and on 
mission to the world. 

Location: Golden Gate operates 
five regional campuses in California, 
Washington, Arizona  and Colorado as 
well as 46 Contextualized Leadership 
Development centers, throughout the 
country in partnership with local 
Baptist state conventions, associations 
and churches. 

The Golden Gate eCampus offers 
courses that are 100 percent Internet-
based with no required campus time.

 
Midwestern Baptist 

Theological Seminary & 
Midwestern Baptist College

5001 N. Oak Trafficway
Kansas City, MO 64118

www.mbts.edu 
(800) 944-MBTS 

President: Philip Roberts

Purpose: The purpose of Mid-
western Seminary is to biblically 
educate God-called men and women 
to be and to make disciples of Jesus 
Christ throughout the world. 

Midwestern Seminary is pri-
marily a graduate professional school, 

serving as a community of higher 
learning for those men and women 
called to Christian ministry. 

Location: Midwestern Seminary 
is located approximately six minutes 
from downtown Kansas City, Mo., on 
more than 200-plus acres of greenbelt. 

Additionally, Midwestern has 
extension sites in Missouri, Kansas 
and Oklahoma. A complete Masters 
of Divinity (M. Div.) degree is offered 
to students outside the KC Metro 
Area through the distance learning 
program at MBTS. 

New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary

& Leavell College
3939 Gentilly Blvd. 

New Orleans, LA 70126
www.nobts.edu
(800) 662-8701

President: Chuck Kelley

Mission: The mission of New 
Orleans Seminary and Leavell 
College is to equip leaders to fulfill 
the Great Commission and the Great 
Commandments through the local 
church and its ministries.

Location: The main campus is 
on a beautiful 70-acre tree-covered 
site in suburban New Orleans with  
extension centers in Louisiana, 
Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia and 
Florida. Many extension center classes 
are taught by Compressed Interactive 
Video (CIV) by faculty from the main 
campus. Internet classes are offered 
at the graduate and undergraduate 
levels. Short-term one-week courses 
(academic workshops) are offered 
throughout the year.

Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary & 

Southeastern College 
at Wake Forest

120 South Wingate Street
Wake Forest, NC 27587

www.sebts.edu 
(919) 761-2100

President: Daniel Akin

Mission: Southeastern Seminary 

seeks to glorify the Lord Jesus Christ 
by equipping students to serve 
the Church and fulfill the Great 
Commission (Matthew 28:19-20).

Location: Wake Forest, N.C., is 
home to the approximately 300-acre 
campus of Southeastern Seminary. 
The campus is located 10 miles north of 
Raleigh and 25 miles east of Durham. 

Extension centers are located 
in South Carolina, North Carolina, 
Virginia and Florida. Students may 
take foundational classes and track 
requirements at these centers and 
apply their hours toward a master's 
degree. 

The Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary 

& Boyce College
2825 Lexington Rd. 
Louisville, KY 40280

www.sbts.edu 
(800) 626-5525

President: Al Mohler

Mission: Under the lordship of 
Jesus Christ, the mission of  Southern 
Seminary is to be totally committed 
to the Bible as the Word of God, to the 
Great Commission as our mandate, 
and to be a servant of the churches 
of the Southern Baptist Convention 
by training, educating, and preparing 
ministers of the gospel for more 
faithful service.

Location: Southern Seminary is 
located in beautiful Louisville, Ky. The 
seminary offers a number of courses 
online, all of which can be applied to 
a variety of degree programs or taken 

for personal edification. 
Southern also offers classes in 

several  off-campus extension centers 
in Arkansas, Vermont, Illinois, Mary-
land, Missouri, South Carolina, Tenn-
essee, New York, Massachusetts, Geor-
gia, and Washington, D.C.

Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary 

& The College at 
Southwestern

2001 W. Seminary Drive
Fort Worth 76115
www.swbts.edu 
(800) SWBTS-01 

President: Paige Patterson

Mission: Southwestern Seminary 
exists to provide theological education 
for individuals engaging in Christian 
ministry. Southwestern strives to 
provide a community of faith and 
learning that develops spiritual leaders 
with a passion for Christ and the 
Bible, a love for people, and the skills 
to minister effectively in a rapidly 
changing world.

Location: Southwestern has two 
campuses. The 200-acre main campus 
is in Ft. Worth, Texas. 

In 2002, the members of Park 
Place Baptist Church in Houston 
deeded their nine-acre, 84,000-sq.-
ft. church facility to Southwestern 
Seminary, which has since become its 
second campus.

Southwestern also operates  
extension centers in Texas, Okla-
homa, Arkansas and Germany. 

Calling out the called: SBC seminaries offer choices
Looking for local options?

The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary holds graduate classes at the 
Baptist Mission Resource Center in Columbia, Md.

Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary offers certificate programs aimed 
at training leaders and promoting church planting among Hispanics. Three 
satellite sites are available at BCM/D churches in Maryland. They are: Middle 
River Church, Alpha Omega Church in Silver Spring and Montrose Church in 
Rockville.
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Arundel Association

The Church at Severn Run 
will have a family Easter event 
from 10 a.m. to noon on March 15. 
There will be an Easter egg hunt 
and a performance by Christian 
illusionists “Donnie and Renee.”

The church will have a “Treasure 
Matters – Discovering God’s Way of 
Handling Money” seminar on Mar. 
8. The video seminar costs $5 per 
person and includes a workbook, 
light breakfast and lunch. See the 
church website at www.severnrun.
com for more information. 

Baltimore Association

Four hundred and ninety-two 
people came to a New Year’s Eve 
celebration at Colonial Church, 
Randallstown. The crowd 
celebrated the incoming year with a 
time of praise and worship, a movie, 
“The Wager” and refreshments. 

“The Wager” stars Randy Travis 
in a modern story of the life of Job. 
After the movie, senior pastor, 
Robert Anderson, Jr., led a prayer of 
salvation and three people accepted 
Christ and one rededicated his life. 

Anderson ended the evening 
preaching a message titled “I can 
make it” based on Mark 4:35-41, 
where it’s recorded that Jesus calmed 
the storm on the sea. Anderson told 
the congregation they can make it 
through life’s storms because of His 
promises, His presence, His power 
and His person. 

Inner Harbor Ministry will 
host a Sonrise service at the Fells 
Point pier, 806 Broadway, at 6 a.m. 

on Mar. 23. In case of inclement 
weather, the service will be at the 
Vagabond Theater. 

Church members at Riverside 
Church had a welcome celebration 
for Ward and June Holland last 
month. Holland has served as 
interim pastor for over a year and 
was called as permanent pastor. 
He also pastored at Riverside from 
1979 to 1989. 

June Holland, Ward’s wife, 
is BCM/D’s children’s ministry 
missionary. 

Blue Ridge Association

First Church, Frederick, 
welcomed the Romanian Gypsy 
Children¹s choir last month. The 
concert was sponsored by the 
SMILES Foundation, a Christian 
organization that works to help the 
poor in Romania.

The church¹s youth group had its 
first overnighter at its new facility. 
Kids met at the church then went to 
Ski Liberty for an evening of snow 
tubing, the came back for pizza and 
games.

Delaware Association

First Southern Church, 
Dover, hosted an associational 
conference about Islam featuring 
special speaker David Wood. About 
50 people came to the event. The 
conference was so successful; Wood 
has been invited to speak again 
though a date hasn’t been set yet. 
Wood will talk about apologetics 
as it relates to Islam at the next 
conference. 

Jim McBride, 
Delaware Assoc-
iation director of 
missions, and 
Cody Whitaker, 
ministry evan-
gelism and family 
life director for 
the  association, 
recently attended 
the National Fel- 
lowship of Race-
way Ministry in 
Las Vegas. The 
association is 
preparing now to 
minister at the 

races May 30 to June 1. Donations of 
home baked cookies will be needed. 

Leslie Neace, a contestant on 
Survivor China, will be the guest 
speaker at Ogletown Church’s 
annual women’s conference, April 
25-26. Calling Levi will provide the 
worship for the conference. 

  
Eastern Association

Attendance for worship at 
Allen Memorial Church, Snow 
Hill, Md., is growing fast since 
they moved to their new location on 
Snow Hill Road. They’ve increased 
their attendance by close to 100 
people each Sunday. 

The new facility offers a worship 
auditorium that can accommodate 
600 people, a large children’s 
ministry section and a separate 
youth area. 

The church made the move 
late last year. On Oct. 28, William 
Warren, senior pastor, led the 
congregation on a historic two 
and one half mile walk from their 
old building, carrying a cross, on 
Division Street to the new facility. 

Over 600 people attended the 
launch service on Nov. 11. The new 
building is the fruition of ten years 
of praying, planning and moving 
forward. 

First Church, Fruitland, had 
a surprise party on Dec. 2 for their 

pastor, Dow Wood’s 80th birthday. 

Mid-Maryland Association

The Mid-Maryland Associ-
ation will sponsor a trip to the 
Tuesday night prayer meeting at 
the Brooklyn Tabernacle on April 9. 
There is no cost, though there is a 
suggested donation of $20 to cover 
fuel and mileage. 

Participants will leave the 
MMBA office at 8 a.m., spend some 
time together sight seeing in New 
York City, and then attending the 
prayer meeting. The group will 
return at 1 a.m. the next morning. 

Montgomery Association

Kensington Church hosted 
a Life Line Screening for KBC 
members and the community. The 
screening included stroke/carotid 
artery screening, abdominal 
aneurysm screening, peripheral 
arterial disease and osteoporosis 
screening. 

 
Potomac Association

First Church, La Plata, will 
have a spring revival service April 
20-23. Perry Neal will be the guest 
evangelist. 

The church has been making 
military care packages. Members 

AWARD GIVEN: Bill Viel, executive director of Inner Harbor 
Ministry, was awarded the 2007 Ken Prickett Award. The 
award is given to honor commitment to resort/leisure .

Kristin and Mary Love, members of Allen Memorial Church, Snow Hill, Md., took 
a turn carrying the cross from their old church building to their new location. The 
congregation walked two and one-half miles, passing the cross to one another.

Arundel

Baltimore

Blue Ridge

Delaware

Eastern

Mid-Maryland

Montgomery

Potomac
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gather cookies, candies, bath and 
body products, toiletries, t-shirts, 
socks and other items to help 
troops. 

The Potter's Place Church 
is supporting Bethany Church in 
Williston, S.C. Bethany is a new 
church plant under the leadership 
of pastor Robert Altman and his 
wife, Tara. 

Tara is a former member of 
Southern Calvert Church of 
Lusby, Md., and was a member of 
the youth group there when Jeannie 
Keyser, wife of the current Potter's 
Place pastor, David Keyser, was the 
youth director at Southern Calvert.

 
Prince George’s Association

Kettering Church, Upper 
Marlboro, will host “Walk Thru 
the Bible Old Testament Seminar” 
from 9 a.m. to 4 .m. on April 12 at 
the church. Registration is $30 from 
Mar. 2-16, $40 from Mar. 17- April 
11 and $45 at the door. 

The seminar is not in a normal 
lecture format, rather it is meant to 
involve participants in a fun, active 
manner. Audience participation is 
a big part of the program and the 
scripture is presented through a 
variety of unique ways. For more 
information see the website at:  
http://www.walkthru.org.

Meadows Church, Upper 
Marlboro, is celebrating the Lenten 
season with a special prayer emphasis 
including a prayer breakfast, noontime 
prayer times, prayer walking, prayer 
meetings and a prayer vigil. 

The church meets at 11:15 a.m. 
at Gwynn Park Middle School, 
Brandywine. Other monthly events 
include a men’s fellowship on the 
second Thursday of the month and 
a women’s fellowship on Saturdays. 
Contact the church for more 
information including locations of 
the meetings, (301) 249-9304. 

Susquehanna

Chris Moyer accepted the call to 
be the second associate pastor of the 
First Church, Perryville. Moyer 
and his wife, Laura, currently 
reside in Elkton. Both are trained 
counselors with undergraduate and 
graduate degrees from Philadelphia 
Biblical University. 

Chris is the son and grandson 
of missionaries in France. Laura 
is the daughter of Dr. and Mrs. 
Steven Hokuf. Hokuf pastors First 
Church, North East. 

Chris will be leaving practice 
with Safe Harbor Christian 
Counseling for full-time pastoral 
ministry in Perryville. He will 
minister alongside First Church’s 
senior pastor, John Gauger. 

Maple View Church will host 
the India Children’s Choir, from 
Northern India, at 7 p.m. on May 
21. The group is touring the United 
States throughout the year. 

The concert will benefit the 
“Bibles for the World,” that provides 
Bibles to those who may never have 
an opportunity to have one without 
the help of this ministry. A love 
offering will be taken to buy the 
Bibles. 

The church is trying to get the 
word out to everyone they know who 
is from India. They’re hoping to 
use the concert as a way to launch 
a weekly service for Asian Indians.  
For more information, call (410) 
676-3786.

Oak Grove Church, Bel Air, 
had CPR training in January. 

Western Association

The Western Association 
is hosting a “Sitting at the Feet of 
Jesus” women’s retreat Friday April 
18-19 at “The Wisp” in McHenry, 
Md. 

WMU Executive Director Gayla 
Parker will be the guest speaker. 
The cost is $70 and includes lodging 
and Saturday’s breakfast and 
lunch. 

Christ Memorial Church, 
Westernport, is making plans for 
a mission trip to Jamaica later this 
year. 
____________________________

AssociationLIFE comes 
primarily from church and 

association newsletters, bulletins, 
and written reports on events that 

are sent to BaptistLIFE. You may 
feel free to fax news to us at (410) 

290-6627 or e-mail to Sharon Mager 
at smager@bcmd.org. Obituaries are 

edited due to space restrictions.

Prince George’s

Susquehanna

Western
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By Sharon Mager
BCM/D Correspondent

COLUMBIA, Md.—Joel Rainey, 
Mid-Maryland director of missions 
(DOM), chuckles when he talks about 
how God called him to Maryland. 
Rainey didn’t send his resume to 
the Association; in fact, 
he was happily settled in 
with his family in their 
Taylors, S.C. home.  He 
had a good job working as a 
missions professor at North 
Greenville University, and 
he was serving as pastor 
of a church he and a friend 
started to reach the un-
churched in the county. 

The mysterious phone 
call from Phil Mercer, a 
member of Gethsemane 
Church, calling on behalf 
of the Mid-Maryland 
Association, came out of 
the blue one day. Then a   
subsequent conversation 
with the association’s search 
team lasted two hours. No 
one called back for months, 
then Bill Crowe, the former 
Mid-Maryland DOM, called 
Rainey and said, “We think 
you’re the guy.” 

Rainey and his wife, 
Amy, prayed about the 
quick, unexpected change 
they potentially faced and 
felt God truly did want them 
in Maryland. So they made 
the big move in 2005, and 
Rainey began his work as a 
church-planting consultant 
for Mid-Maryland. He still 
doesn’t know how his resume got to 
Maryland but suspects a friend of his 
sent it unbeknownst to him. 

When Bill Crowe retired last 
year due to health reasons, Rainey 
served as interim DOM beginning 
in January of 2007. On October 13, 
the churches installed him as the 
permanent director of missions. 

Rainey grew up in a blue-collar 
area of Greer, S.C. He made a 
confession of faith when he was about 
eight years old. 

“Bill Cashion, a great pastor, led 

me to Christ,” he said. It was during 
a regular service, and the young 
Joel felt the Holy Spirit pulling him 
forward. 

He was called to ministry as an 
older teen but like many, ran from 
God for several years. He studied 
engineering. When he was 20 years 

old, he gave in and answered God’s call 
and began preparation for ministry. 
He received his undergraduate 
degree in Christian studies at North 
Greenville University where he later 
served as a professor. While finishing 
his degree, he served as an associate 
pastor at a church in Spartanburg.  
He later received Master of Divinity 
and Doctor of Education degrees 
from Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary. Since that time he has 
served as pastor or interim pastor 
of four churches in Kentucky, South 

Carolina and Maryland. 
Rainey married his wife, Amy, in 

1994. The two grew up in the same 
town, where their dads worked for 
the same company, and they were all 
good friends. They have two children, 
seven-year-old Samuel and two-year-
old Seth. Amy stays home with the 

kids. Rainey said that’s been 
very important to them as a 
family, and they’ve made the 
adjustments and sacrifices 
for that to work.

Though the Rainey’s 
would have never thought 
about living in Maryland 
they’re comfortable.  

“We love it here. It’s 
absolutely where God wants 
us for the foreseeable future. 
This is where were called,” 
he said. 

Rainey said he enjoyed 
working with Bill Crowe 
and learned much from him. 
During the interview process 
in 2004, the two men talked 
in depth about Crowe’s 
future plans, which were at 
that time for Crowe to work 
until retirement age. But 
Crowe developed an illness 
indirectly caused by getting 
Rocky Mountain Spotted-
Fever while on a mission trip. 
He was forced to retire early. 
It was around that time 
that Crowe would chat with 
Rainey about what Rainey’s 
thoughts were about being a 
DOM. Rainey said it was just 
“over the water cooler stuff.”

Crowe let Rainey work 
with some DOM-related jobs, 

allowing the younger man to “test 
the waters.” Rainey believes this also 
benefited the churches so they could 
see how he would function in a DOM 
role so they could make an informed 
decision as to whether to call him to 
the role permanently. 

Now that he officially holds the 
reins of the DOM office, Rainey 
admits there was a time in his 
past when he really questioned the 
usefulness of associations. Working 
with Crowe, he began to see how 
associations served churches, not 

how churches served associations. 
“Churches don’t belong to 

associations,” he acknowledged. 
“Associations belong to churches.” 

Rainey said he wants to continue 
the association’s philosophy of 
being driven by the agenda of the 
churches. 

“Every international effort we are 
sponsoring this year was initiated 
out of local churches,” Rainey said. 
“It was the churches who developed 
the vision for missions to South 
East Asia, India and Mexico. Others 
are working toward efforts in the 
Caribbean and Pacific Rim, and we 
are walking with them every step of 
the way, asking ‘how can we help?’ 
We tell churches ‘we’ll partner with 
you and help you do it better, bring in 
other churches and underwrite some 
of the cost.’” 

It’s the same with church 
planting, he said. “Local churches 
get the vision, own the vision and 
drive the vision for new churches. We 
simply resource their efforts.”

“The local church is where it’s 
going to happen. That’s where the real 
ministry takes place. We’re only as 
good as how well we can help them do 
what they do more effectively.” 

Mid-Maryland director of missions says that Associations belong to 
the churches and not the other way around

Rick Beacham, pastor of Hope Church, Laurel, and Joel Rainey, 
Mid-Maryland Association director of missions, on a recent 
mission trip to Asia.

Sundays-8:30 a.m. EST

The Trinity 
Broadcasting Network 
(DIRECT TV Ch. 372)

The Church Channel 
(DIRECT TV Ch. 371)

(Consult local cable affiliates 
in your area for channel 

allocations)

XM Satellite Radio 
Family Talk Ch. 170

Saturdays-8:30 p.m. EST



ALPHARETTA, Ga.—The 
North American Mission Board 
(NAMB) has appointed 11 
missionaries with ties to Maryland.

Liliana Blanco is serving in 
Baltimore, where she has been 
appointed as a missionary under 
NAMB’s Strategic 
Focus Cities (SFC) 
initiative.  

L i l i a n a  w i l l
work as a community 
impact associate for 
“Embrace Baltimore.”  

Liliana, born in 
Colombia but who 
considers Hender- 
sonville, Tenn., as 
her  hometown, earned 
a B.A. degree in 
psychology at the 
University of Tenn-
essee in Martin.   

Prior to moving 
to Baltimore, she 
worked at Vanderbilt Medical 
Center, Nashville, in interpreting 
services, interpreting from English 
to Spanish for physicians and 
patients.

Brandy Caffey also has been 
appointed as a missionary for SFC 
in Baltimore.  

Originally from Texas, Brandy 
earned a B.S. degree in exercise 
sports science at Texas Tech 
University, Lubbock, Texas. She 
also attended Southwestern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary, Ft. 
Worth, and Southwest Texas State 
University, San Marcos, Texas.

Prior to her new NAMB post 
in Baltimore, Brandy served as 
director of recreation and singles 
ministries at First Church, Round 
Rock, Texas.

Dawn Heap, also will work for 
Embrace Baltimore as a mobilization 
associate.  Currently in the process of 
partnering with Baltimore citizens, 
organizations and churches, 

Heap and her colleagues 
will attempt to mobilize 10,000 
volunteers for 2008-2010.

A native of Flowery Branch, 
Ga., Dawn earned a B.A. degree in 
psychology at Samford University, 
Birmingham, Ala.  

Roger K. and Ann Kim will 
serve in Baltimore, where Roger 
has been named as a core church 
planting missionary pastor.  Prior to 
his new assignment, Roger served as 
lead pastor for Baltimore's The Light 
Church and Grace Life Church.

A native of Colorado Springs, 
Colo., Roger earned a B.A. degree in 
biology at Johns Hopkins University, 
Baltimore, and an M. Div. at Trinity 
International University, Deerfield, 
Ill.

He and wife Ann have been 
involved in church planting in the 
Baltimore area for the past 10 years.  
They have planted three churches 
in the area in the past, and hope 
to launch two more church starts 
during 2008 in partnership with 
Embrace Baltimore.

Ann, a native of West Virginia, 

earned a B.S. degree at the University 
of Illinois, Champaign, and works 
as a pharmacist in Baltimore.  

The Kims have four children: 
Timothy, 12; Stephen, 10; John, 9; 
and Joshua, 6.

Jaimee and Michael LaFave 

are serving in Baltimore, where 
Jaimee has been appointed director 
of mobilization for Embrace 
Baltimore.

Her responsibility will be to 
initiate a mobilization system and 
partnership connecting volunteers 
to local churches.

Prior to her new post, Jaimee 
served eight years as a project analyst 
for Raymond James Financial, Saint 
Petersburg, Fla.  

A native of Sanford, Fla., she 
earned a B.S. degree in political 
science and economics at Florida 

State University in Tallahassee, 
Fla.

Jaimee’s husband, Michael, 
has worked as a physical education 
teacher in Florida. He earned a B.S. 
degree in education at Florida State 
University.

Ellis and Ginger 
Prince are serving in 
Baltimore, where Ellis 
has been named as a 
core church planting 
missionary pastor.  

He had served as a 
church planter for The 
Gallery Church, New 
York City.  He has also 
served as youth and 
family ministry pastors at 
churches in Ohio, Georgia 
and North Carolina.

A native of Florida, 
Ellis earned a B.S. 
degree in youth ministry 
at Liberty University, 

Lynchburg, Va.  Ginger, a Virginia 
native, also earned a B.A. degree at 
Liberty University, Lynchburg.  The 
Princes have two children – Lauren, 
8, and Caleb, 5.

Darnell V. Ranson has joined 
Strategic Focus Cities in Baltimore 
as director of community impact 
evangelism.  His job will be to 
provide leadership in developing, 
maintaining and implementing 
church and community impact 
evangelism strategies for churches 
in the Baltimore Association.

Formerly, Darnell served as 
pastor and founder of Bethlehem  
Church in Baltimore for five years.  
A Baltimore native, Darnell attended 
Catonsville Community College, 
Catonsville, Md., and Baltimore 
City Community College.

In addition, Darnell earned a 
master degree in theology and a 
doctor of philosophy degree in the-
ology from Philadelphia Seminary.

His wife, Michele, also a 
Baltimore native, earned a B.S. 
degree at Morgan State University, 
Baltimore.  The Ransons have one 
daughter, Sharnele, 19. 

North American Mission Board appoints 11 missionaries to 
Maryland/Delaware’s Embrace Baltimore
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“Do not let anyone look down 
on you because you are young, but 
set an example for the believers 
in speech, in life, in love, in faith 
and in purity” (I Timothy 4:12).

R arely does 
a day go 
by without 

hearing on the news 
about another teen 
in trouble; campus 
and mall shootings, 
gang riots, students 
killing students or 
teens killing family 
members.

 While those are 
rare instances of 
teens in trouble, 

it would seem that 
is more the norm 
than the rarity. 
During the month 
of March, students 
across Maryland 
and Delaware are 
showing another 
side of teen life that 

is often missed on the news. 
In recent weeks, students have 

certainly set the example and 
challenged me in my life. These 
students are not concerned about 
giving of their time or the risks and 
sacrifice that comes in doing ministry, 
but instead are concerned about 
making a difference in their world by 
sharing the love of Christ in unique 
ways.

Over 1,200 students will come 
together in Baltimore Mar. 7-9 to 
worship, attend conferences and 
serve the city of Baltimore in an effort 
to make a difference in the name of 
Christ all over the city. Students 
will work alongside city officials 
in a massive park clean up effort, 
paint inside churches, distribute 
evangelical materials, lend a helping 
hand in shelters and food pantries all 
over the city, wash police cars, clean 
up schools, give away bottles of water, 
light bulbs and Bibles. 

These are the students that 
are setting an example to the adult 
community and to the lost who 
are watching. For many of these 
students, this is not the first ministry 
experience, this is one of many that 
they participate in throughout the 

year. Their excitement in serving 
challenged me to examine my own 
attitude. Am I excited about doing the 
hard stuff or do I “moan and groan?” 
Am I willing to give up one of the few 
cherished Saturdays when I’m off?

But perhaps the greatest 
challenge came to me through a 
group of students in a country in 
the Caribbean. The students were 
attending a weekend retreat. In 
programming. it looked much like a 
retreat in America, there was a time 
of worship, Bible study, breakout 
sessions and prayer challenges. 

The difference would have been 
the influence of the communist, the 
heat with no inside air conditioning, 
backless benches as seating and a 
single guitar for worship instead of 
an entire band. 

None of that mattered, the 
students were enjoying being with 
fellow believers worshipping and 
praising God.

During a prayer experience, the 
students were challenged to pray 
for a missions effort in Asia. The 
missionary going needed prayer for 
protection, his ministry and funding 
for his project. The students were so 
moved during the prayer time, they 
wanted to be a part of giving to this 
mission effort. 

Without any prompting, one by 
one students came to the front of the 
room and emptied their pockets of 
whatever monies they had. Some had 
no money at all but they wanted to 
be a part of the giving so they placed 
their shirts, their socks, their watches, 
whatever they had of value in the 
offering plate. When it 
was all said and done, 
the students had given 
the equivalent of $200 
U.S.

As I heard about 
their complete sur-
render to give sac-
rificially, I could not 
help but weep and 
question my own level 
of commitment. 

Am I willing to 
give up a trip to Star-
bucks for the cause 
of missions? Would I 
be willing to put my 
favorite sweater in an 
offering plate knowing 

it could not be replaced? Would I be 
willing to give up my watch (even if it 
is a Timex) in order for someone else 
to hear the message of Christ? 

The home country of these 
students would be considered 
unreached. Poverty is everywhere. 
Communism still has a voice. 
Missionaries are few. But God is 
bigger than it all! 

As the story of these students has 
been shared in America, others have 
given to the cause. What started as 
little is now much! 

You see, God doesn’t need 
megabucks to change the world. He 
only needs our complete surrender. It 
is then that a group of students in a 

non-Christian country who own very 
little are taking Christ to the nations 
through their financial giving. It 
is then that God can use students 
willing to give up a Saturday to 
change a city like Baltimore. It is 
then that God can use our own lives 
to make a difference in eternity. It 
is then that our little becomes God-
sized! 

YEC (Youth Evangelism 
Conference) is made possible through 
BCM/D State Missions Offering; 

The Student Retreat in the 
Caribbean is made possible through 
CP giving and the Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering. 

Students willing to give all for missions

Gayla Parker
WMU Executive 
Director/WMU,

SBC Missions 
Innovator 
Specialist

Missionary 
for Missions 
Education/

Customization

Without any prompting, students on a mission trip in the Caribbean emptied 
their pockets, giving even their watches and shirts, to support missions.
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Baptist Association in Kentucky eyes Baltimore 
as ‘Samaria’ missions opportunity

By Shannon Baker
BCM/D National Correspondent

BALTIMORE—At least 50 
percent of the churches in the Little 
River Association in Cadiz, Ky., have 
gone on a mission trip.

And according to Lester Watson, 
the association’s mission development 
director, future mission trips will 
include Baltimore.

Watson was one of seven pastors 
and six directors of missions (DOMs) 
from the Kentucky Convention who 
participated in an Embrace Baltimore 
“Catch the Vision” tour of Baltimore 
in January. 

“This is amazing,” shared Wat-
son, pastor of East Cadiz Church 
in East Cadiz, Ky., a small farming 
community with a population of 
3,000. “Not being from a large city, 
it’s a bit overwhelming.”

He and his fellow Kentuckians 
visited the World Trade Center in 
Baltimore’s Inner Harbor during their 
tour. From the observation level, they 
were able to see Baltimore’s expansive 
cityscape. There, they heard stories 
from Roger Kim of The Light, and 
Ellis Prince of The Gallery, two of 
the city’s newest church plants.

Larry Baker, director of the 
new work/associational missions 
department of the Kentucky 
Convention, wanted to give the 
DOMs and pastors firsthand 
connection with the church planters 
in Maryland/Delaware in order for 
them to consider partnering with 
some of them. 

Associational missionary, Mic-
hael Rust, from the Little River 
Association, which is “26 churches 
strong,” was among them. 

“We are a small association, but 
we are very mission-minded,” shared 
Rust.

The churches in his association 
follow the Acts 1:8 model, a 
comprehensive missions strategy in 
their community (Jerusalem), state 
(Judea), continent (Samaria) and 
world (ends of the earth). 

Of those who reported, those 
people going on missions average 50 

percent of the Sunday school average 
attendance of Little River, Rust 
shared. And, this doesn’t include 
those involved in camp mission 
experiences.

Pastor Watson led the assoc-
iation’s first adult mission trip in 
2003. They ended up doing seven 
trips that year. This past year, the 
association’s churches participated 
in 60 mission trips!

To date, they have served in 
their home state as well as Illinois, 
Louisiana, Mississippi, Tennessee 
and Texas, as well as Brazil, Jamaica 
and Mexico. 

Now, they are considering part-
nering with Embrace Baltimore.

“When people go on a mission 
trip, others catch the enthusiasm, 
and it gains momentum,” Watson 
shared. “It’s awesome.”

Likewise, Baker expressed 
thanks for the staffs of the Maryland/
Delaware Convention and Embrace 
Baltimore, and the Maryland and 
Delaware DOMs for “devoting pre-
cious time to help us understand the 
challenges in reaching the lost and 
developing churches in their states, 
giving us opportunities to serve 
alongside of them and challenging us 
to not only help them, but to reach 
our own state.”  

He added, “I believe that God 
will bless our efforts together!”

Through Embrace Baltimore’s 
Macedonian Partnership Plan, 
churches all over the United States 
are invited to partner with churches 
in the metro-Baltimore area. 

There are three levels of part-
nership:
• Level I Partnership - Interceding 
Through Prayer: 
Partners commit to praying for the 
ministry here in Baltimore.
• Level II Partnership - Interceding 
Through Prayer And Involving People: 
Partners bring a mission team to 
serve in the Embrace Baltimore 
area.  Local churches, ministries 
and Community Impact are 
planning evangelistic events to 
share Jesus.
  • Level III Partnership – Investing 
Through Partnership: 
Partners commit to partner with 
a church plant through investing 
resources. 

Churches interested in bringing 
a mission team to serve in the 

Embrace Baltimore area are asked 
to fill out a Partnership 

Interest Form found at www.
embracebaltimore.com.

Darnell Ranson, director of community impact for Embrace Baltimore, shares with 
Lester Watson, pastor of East Cadiz Church, and Michael Rust, associational missionary 
for Little River Association, both in Kentucky.

Are you inspired 
by the stories of 

churches responding 
to the Acts 1:8 

Challenge?

Do you dream of the day 
when you will see YOUR 

CHURCH awakened, 
equipped, commissioned, 

empowered and sent?

The North American Mission 
Board (NAMB) had your 
church in mind when it 

developed the new Church 
Renewal Journey. There is 
no need to dream when the 
reality of getting started is 
only a prayer, and a phone 

call or an e-mail away. 

Here are the contacts to 
help you get started.
In Maryland/Delaware, 

contact Freddy Parker, Acts 
1:8 missionary, fparker@bcmd.
org;  (410) 290-5290, ext. 215;

• At NAMB, contact Fred & 
Pat Mueller, Church Renewal, 
fwm@comcast.net; (301) 384-

0524; www.churchrenewal.
net; www.ActsOne8.com; 

• For national events, go to 
www.churchrenewaljourney.net.

HELP WANTED-  If you have 
previously served as a team 

member on any Renewal 
Weekend and/or if you are 

interested in serving as a team 
member in the future, please 
register your interests on the 

NAMB Renewal web site, www.
churchrenewaljourney.net.
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By Mickey Noah

ALPHARETTA, Ga.—If only 
one out of eight – 12.5 percent – of 
42,000 Southern Baptist churches 
would “adopt” just one North 
American Mission Board missionary, 
all 5,000 of NAMB’s missionaries 
in the United States and Canada 
would receive much more prayer, 
encouragement and support.

Under the Board’s new 
“Missionary Encourager” (adopt-a-
missionary) initiative, any Southern 
Baptist church can personalize its 
missions program and give it a face, 
so to speak,  by adopting a North 
American missionary and his or her 
family, says Carol Baker, church 
relations consultant.

“Everyone loves to cheer for the 
home team,” Baker said. “Southern 
Baptists’ home team is made up of 
5,000 NAMB missionaries across 
North Am-erica. 

“They are committed to winning 
North America for Christ. Southern 
Baptists’ en-couragement and support 
will motivate them to continue the 
excellent but challenging work to 
which God has called them.”

Some NAMB mission-
aries need continual en-
couragement and prayer 
simply because their jobs 
are not only challenging but 
downright dangerous.

“Jason” (used for 
security reasons, not his real 
name) is a church planting 
missionary in the San 
Francisco Bay area, jointly 
supported by NAMB and the 
California Southern Baptist 
Con-vention. He ministers 
to Afghan Muslims, who 
number about 40,000 in the 
Bay area.

“It’s really helped me for 
my church partners to come in here 
and do prayer walks, sports camps 
and other events,” Jason said. “It has 
opened their eyes to what ministering 
to other cultures is all about. It’s not 
only changed the lives of the Afghan 
refugees, but also of the churches’ 
members themselves.”

Jason is traveling to Afghanistan 
this coming summer with a former 
Afghan diplomat. The four churches 

that have adopted him are making 
the trip possible.

“The Missionary Encourager or 
adopt-a-missionary program gives 
churches the opportunity of not only 
praying for me, but actually working 
along side me, learning another 
culture and what missions is about. 

It gives them a face to go with a 
missionary.”

And Jason says a church’s size 
doesn’t matter when it comes to 
adopting and encouraging mission-
aries. Even smaller churches can have 
a big impact.

Four churches – ranging in 
size from a 5,000-member church 
in Florida to a church of only 30 in 
Texas – adopted Jason and sponsored 

and financed his work before he 
was named as a full-time NAMB 
missionary last May. 

Or ask Bill Johnson – a 30-
year-old, single missionary serving 
in Georgia’s Stone Mountain 
Association for the last four years 
– how much it means to receive the 

help and encouragement from an 
adopting Southern Baptist church.

“When I speak for the Annie 
Armstrong Easter Offering, I tell 
the folks that your financial support 
through ‘Annie’ allows me to do what 
I do,” says Johnson. “But it doesn’t 
allow me to do all what needs to be 
done. That comes from you (church 
members) being a part of what I do.”

Johnson said when “I am partners 

with a church, I can call them and 
say ‘I need your prayers or resources.’ 
It allows the average layperson to be 
involved in missions.

“We’re not meant to be Lone 
Rangers out here,” he said. “We’re very 
much in need of the church’s support 
but not just financial. By partnering 
with us, they come on mission with 
us. We can’t do what we do apart from 
them. We are collectively working 
together to change the world and 
build the Kingdom of God.”

Johnson’s ministry is community 
evangelism, local events and 
volunteer recruiting. He also works 
with internationals in east metro 
Atlanta, including 52 language 
groups who worship in 10 different 
languages each Sunday in Stone 
Mountain Association churches.

A Sunday School class at First 
Church, Spartanburg, S.C., and a 
women’s ministry group at Heritage 
Hills Church, Conyers, Ga., partner 
with Johnson in his ministry.

Baker said other ways to en-
courage and recognize missionaries 
include a plan for regular prayer 
support; notes of encouragement, 
whether via e-mail, notes, cards or 

letters; “care” packages 
with items and goodies 
the missionary and his/
her family enjoys; mutual 
partnerships to send 
volunteers and mission 
teams to the missionary’s 
field of service; and 
missionary speaking 
invitations at worship 
services, mission fairs, 
conferences or during 
Annie Armstrong Easter 
Offering® / North Amer-
ican Missions Emphasis, 
always scheduled the first 
week in March. 

Has your church ‘adopted’ its missionary yet?

For more information on how 
to adopt and encourage North 

American missionaries through 
becoming a Missionary Encourager, 

go to www.namb.net/encourager 
or e-mail missionaryencourager@
namb.net. Contact Carol Baker at 

(800)-749-7479, ext. 6357 or by email 
at cbaker@namb.net.

Annie Armstrong funds mission endeavors as follows
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LOCAL

Location Type of 
Ministry

Description Volunteers 
needed

Contact Person(s) Dates of 
Project

Annapolis, MD Repair/
renovation

Repair Annapolis campus ministry 
house/property 

2 -15 Kirk Ritchey
Kirk_ritchey28@yahoo.com; 
443-994-1938

Any time

Cumberland, MD Fair ministry Servant evangelism at Baby Comfort 
Station

1-5 Kenny Heath
wbamd@juno.com; 301-729-6966

July 21-26

McHenry, MD Fair ministry Servant evangelism at Baby Comfort 
Station 

1-5 Kenny Heath
wbamd@juno.com; 301-729-6966

Aug. 11-16

Baltimore, MD Various Family FEST - Prayer walking, social 
ministries and repairs

Unlimited Kristy Carr
kcarr@wmu.org; 205-991-4097
Earl Gray
egray@embracebaltimore.com

June 21-15

Dover, DE Servant 
Evangelism

NASCAR races Any 
number

Cody Whittaker
cody@delawarebaptist.com
302-670-4931

May 30 
-June 1

Sept. 19-21

Delaware locations Backyard Bible 
Clubs

Lead clubs with Spanish speaking 
children

4-12 Jim McBride
jim@delawarebaptist.com
302-741-2488

Throughout 
the summer

Baltimore area Various Prayer walking, servant evangelism, 
block parties, construction, etc.

Varies with 
project

Jaimee LaFave
jlafave@embracebaltimore.com; 
443-219-2545

Ongoing

Winchester, KY Construction, 
various

Appalachian community - servant 
evangelism, children and youth 
ministry, construction

Any 
number

Dale Hanson
preachdh1@yahoo.com; 859-771-5660

Spring-
summer

Lexington, KY Youth and 
children

Sports camps, music/arts camps, 
Backyard Bible clubs, block parties

Any 
number

Sandra Williams
Sandra@elkhorn.org; 859-254-7747

Summer

NATIONAL

New Orleans, LA Construction Operation NOAH Rebuild - Rebuild 
homes and churches

Any 
number

noah@namb.net
877-934-0808

Every week 
in 2008

Kentucky locations Home repair Youth missions - similar to World 
Changers

Any 
number

Peggy or Becki
baptistment@kybaptist.org
502-489-3527

June 7-14
June 21-28
July 5-12

Gulf Coast VBS, Church 
planting, 
construction

Mid-Maryland coordinated trip Any 
number

Cheryl Clymer
wecare@wecare.org; 410-290-7156

July 6-13
Sept. 6-12

Charlotte, NC Shoebox 
ministry

Mid-Maryland sponsored trip to 
Samaitan's Purse to prepare shoeboxes

Any 
number

Cheryl Clymer
wecare@wecare.org; 410-290-7156

Dec. 4-7

INTERNATIONAL

Puebla, Mexico VBS VBS for 500 children per day 
coordinated by Friendship Church, 
Sykesville

Any 
number

John Hevey
410-781-7036
Cheryl Clymer
wecare@wecare.org; 410-290-7156

July 26 -Aug. 
3

Central Asia Servant 
Evangelism

Work in major urban area with children, 
creative ministry and sports outreach

Up to 10 Thom Thornton
tthornton@bcmd.org; 443-463-6355

July 14-28

If God has laid a particular place or people group on your heart, we would be glad to assist you in connecting with opportunities 
to serve in that place or with that people group. Please contact Freddy Parker at (410) 290-5290 ext. 215 for international ministry opportunities.

2008 Mission Opportunities: You can make a difference!
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Windle, a missionary kid, writes award-winning Christian fiction
By Sharon Mager

BCM/D Correspondent

COLUMBIA, Md.—Award- 
winning Christian fiction writer 
Jeanette Windle, author of a over a 
dozen books filled with excitement, 
suspense, international intrigue and 
romance, releases her latest novel, 
Betrayed, this month. Like author 
Ted Dekker, Windle’s parents were 
missionaries and she, like Dekker, 
guides her readers through foreign 
countries filled with beauty and often 
with danger. Some of Windle's other 
books include Crossfire, Firestorm, 
and The DMZ, as well as books for 
young adults.

In Betrayed, Vicki Andrews works 
for an international organization 
that funds worthwhile children’s 
programs. She investigates them and 
gives recommendations as to whether 
or not a potential project should be 
funded. 

In her research in Guatemala, she 
meets briefly with her sister, Holly, an 
environmentalist working in the rain 
forest. Holly says she urgently needs 
to talk to Vicki about something but is 
killed before Vicki can find out what it 
is her sister wanted to tell her.

Vicki begins an investigation 
into Holly’s death and is thwarted 
and strongly encouraged to leave. As 
she follows in her sister’s footsteps 
she only finds more questions and 
she discovers a link to her own past 
and her parent’s murder years ago. 
She works with several of Vicki’s 
colleagues and some romantic feelings 
begin to bloom, but soon Vicki begins 
to wonder whom she can trust and 
whom she can’t.

Windle beautifully intertwines 
faith throughout the book as Vicki 
struggles with her past, with her fears 
and with her God. 

BaptistLIFE recently did an 
email interview with Mrs. Wendle: 

BL: Can you tell me about 
your spiritual journey? I know 
you were raised by missionary 
parents, but how did you 
personally come to know Christ 
as your Lord and Savior?

Windle: Yes, I grew up as a 
missionary kid in the countries 
and places described in my books. 
My parents were missionaries in 
Colombia, South America. 

My own childhood was spent 

canoeing up and down the jungle 
rivers, flying in Cessna to boarding 
school in Venezuela, hiking up the 
Andes Mountains and into the jungles 
of South America. The guerrilla zone 
town in my second adult novel, The 
DMZ, is where I spent my teen years, 
exactly as described. 

I do not remember a time when 
the existence, love and fear of God 
was not part of my life and thoughts. 
And yet there were several times in 
my early elementary years when I was 
overwhelmed with the consciousness 
of my own sin and prayed to Jesus to 
forgive me and come into my heart 
(just in case the prior time didn’t 
‘take’!). 

I would describe my spiritual 
journey as more inward than outward; 
I never openly rebelled, graduated 
with honors, went to Bible college, 
married and became a pastor and 
missionary wife. But I have always had 
an inquisitive mind and been a seeker 
after truth, and my own struggles 
with the who and why of God and this 
universe and especially the suffering, 
pain and human cruelty I witnessed 
are definitely themes that have spilled 
over into the pages of my books. I 
have come to expect that every major 
spiritual struggle and questioning I 
pass through will eventually become 
a new novel, Betrayed an example in 
point. 

I will say that the greatest 
spiritual impact on me outside of 
God’s Word itself was all those old-
time jungle missionaries I grew up 
around, including my own parents. 
They had steel in their backbone. 

BL: When did you feel a call to 
begin writing Christian books? 

Windle: I have always written 
and always had my nose buried in 
a book since I was a small child, 
as anyone who knew me then will 
testify.

I wrote one story for publication in 
college, then became a missionary and 
pastor’s wife and never really thought 
again about writing for publication 
until I was stuck down in a small 
town in southern Bolivia with three 
preschoolers, no transport, phone, 
radio or TV, and my husband gone for 
two weeks at a time to the Bolivian 
jungle and mountain churches. 

By the time I’d read my few English 
books until I had them memorized, I 
was so bored I wrote my first book in 
the evenings after the babies were 

asleep. That became Kathy and the 
Redhead, a children’s novel based on 
my growing-up years at an American 
missionary kid boarding school in the 
Andes Mountains of Venezuela.  

BL: I noticed in some 
author information that foreign 
governments have contacted you 
to find out how you know what 
you know. Can you elaborate on 
that? 

Windle: Not foreign governments, 
but the American government (none 
of those foreign governments would 
have ever considered the information 
in question to be classified!). Yes, I 
have been questioned by government 
personnel as to where I got research 
and information theoretically 
'classified' in several of my books, 
and have had feedback from U. S. 
government personnel ranging from 
DEA, State Department, SouthCom, 
military intelligence, law enforcement 
and others. Because I keep meticulous 
notes, I’ve always been able to satisfy 
any questions. Bottom line, what 
is considered ‘classified’ in the U.S. 
is often common knowledge on the 
ground in another country, and 
missionaries and missionary kids are 
among those who know reality only 
too often better than the info briefs of 
our intelligence community. Because 
I’ve always been careful to be accurate 
and fair, the end result has often been 
very positive, even opening further 
contacts and doors of research to me.

BL: What authors have 
influenced you over the years? 

Windle: There are so many I 
can hardly think where to start. As 
to inspirational writers, the beautiful 
prose of Max Lucado and Philip 
Yancy and the meditative profundity 
of A. W. Tozer, Andrew Murray, 
Brother Laurence. Chaim Potok (The 
Chosen, The Promise) is a novelist 
who impacted me in sharing his 
passion for El Shaddai, Torah and 
his Jewish heritage in mainstream 
fiction as Christians so often hesitate 
to do. Fredrick Forsyth (Hunt for the 
Jackal, Odessa Files) and Leon Uris 
(Exodus, Armageddon) whetted my 
appetite for tight suspense interwoven 
with thorough political research. 

My bookstand is generally piled 
high with non-fiction titles on the 
latest country of which I’m writing, 
currently Afghanistan. 

BL: What are some of your 
personal interests besides 
writing? 

Windle: The last year or so has 
been busy with setting up a media 
department and magazine for Bible 
Centered Missions International 
(BCM International), the ministry of 
which my husband is president. But my 
greatest delight in ministry continues 
to be teaching writers' conferences 
and mentoring indigenous Christian 
writers in more than a dozen different 
countries from Mexico, Guatemala, 
Ecuador, Brazil, Spain, to Croatia and 
the Philippines, as well as in the U. S. 
in both English and Spanish. I also 
speak at women’s events and retreats 
and missions training seminars as 
time permits.

As to leisure time, I have to admit 
that my greatest hobby remains 
reading, and all I meet who knew me 
as a child have memories of myself and 
siblings curled up with a book. I still 
squeeze in a few pages at least before 
bed. Also, the plus side of constant 
travel is passing through a lot of God’s 
most beautiful creation. 

As a family, we’ve always tried 
to work in the tourist spots of each 
area in which we’ve ministered from 
Inca ruins and Caribbean beaches 
to Yellowstone and Mt. Rushmore. 
Currently we’re enjoying exploring all 
the American history available living 
in the Philadelphia/D.C. area.

Jeanette Windle and her 
husband, Marty, live in Lancaster, 

Pa., and are members of a SBC 
church. Marty is the president 

of Bible Centered Missions 
International. The couple has four 

children, three grown sons and a 
teenage daughter who lives at home. 

For more information, go to www.
windlemission.org.
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“Dear Counselor” with CentrePointe Counseling, Inc.

“How can pastors refer members to CentrePointe?”
Dear Counselor:

How can pastors refer their 
members to CentrePointe and 
not feel threatened in losing 
a member?  How can pastors 
follow up on members referred 
to you?

               — Pastor 

(This question was submitted 
anonymously in the Dear Counselor 
question box at the BCMD annual 
meeting.)

Dear Pastor:
Your question does reflect 

your concern for the spiritual and 
emotional welfare of your church 
members, and the fact that it takes 
considerable trust to make a referral 
to a professional counselor.  Getting 
to know a counselor and building a 
relationship with that counselor is 
probably the best way to ease any 
concerns about making a referral.  

It also ensures that you 
are fulfilling your professional 
responsibility at making an effect-
ive referral, especially when 
accompanied by knowledge of your 
own boundaries and limitations 
in counseling. When this is done, 
making a referral for the good of 
a church member carries no more 
risk of loss than that of preaching 
an effective sermon which com-
municates a truth that people may 
find hard to hear.

CentrePointe counselors value 
the support and spiritual nurture 
given to counselees by pastors 
and congregations. Vital local con-
gregations can be an invaluable 
nurturing environment for troubled 
persons.  They can also provide a 
safe place to work on patterns of 
behavior, emotional reactivity, and 
spiritual growth. Most of all they 
can help those in counseling stay 
connected to a personal God.

It is true, however, that persons 
in counseling will sometimes make 
changes in their spiritual home, even 
though this is rare. These persons 
are often in a spiritual transition 
before they come to counseling, and 
the counselor merely joins them in 
the process. 

At other times, these persons 
have been wounded by their church, 
or come from highly conflicted 
churches that are not capable of 
giving them the support they need 
in a time of transition and growth.  
Sometimes a person feels a high 
degree of shame in the material 
they reveal while in counseling and 
feel that they cannot face people 
with whom they have been in 
community.

Regarding the ability of pastors 
to follow up on members whom 
they have referred, all counselors 
must follow the law designed to 
protect the privacy of those in 
counseling.  Once a church member 
comes to counseling, the counselor 

cannot comment on any aspect of 
the counseling without the written 
permission of the client (even when 
the client has for some reason 
misrepresented the counselor).

Sometimes those in counseling 
want us to make contact with their 
pastor. Many do not. Often they will 
reveal more in counseling than they 
have ever revealed to anyone, and 
they need a completely confidential 
space for that revelation to occur.  

In this case, the best follow up 
is for a pastor to ask the church 
member how things are going, be 
available for support, and keep them 
in prayer. 

Questions may be e-mailed 
to trodgerson@bcmd.org with the 

subject line indicating, “Dear 
Counselor;” or mailed to Dr. Tom 
Rodgerson, 8203 Harford Road, 

Parkville, MD 21234. 
CentrePointe has offices in the 

following locations: Cambridge, 
Catonsville, Columbia, Crofton, 

Dunkirk, Frederick, Glen Burnie, 
Hughesville, Lanham, Laurel, 

Lutherville, Mechanicsville, 
Middle River, Odenton, Parkville, 

Rockville, Severn, Silver Spring, 
Waldorf and Westminster.



By Erin Roach

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP)—
Frank Page, president of the 
Southern Baptist Convention, asked 
Southern Baptists to support Union 
University with their prayers and 
with a special offering after the 
Baptist-affiliated school suffered 
extensive damage from a tornado 
Feb. 5.

"The vast amount of damage – 
perhaps as much as $50 million – 
leaves the institution in a desperate 
situation immediately," Page said in 
a statement Feb. 8. 

"I am calling on Southern Baptists 
to prayerfully consider giving a love 
offering to this dear institution.” 

On one of the next several 
Sundays, Page said, “I pray that we 
would give sacrificially and lovingly 
to a part of our family ... which needs 
our assistance."

Most of Union's student housing 
buildings were destroyed or severely 
damaged, and at least 17 buildings 
on campus were damaged, including 
the library. Although the university 
was insured, Page said it may take 
months or even a year before an 
insurance settlement is complete. 
In the meantime, Page called on 
Southern Baptists "to understand 
the gravity of what has occurred at 
Union University."

"Let us, as Southern Baptists, 
reach out to persons in each of the 
affected states, churches which may be 
involved, but also to our dear friends 
at Union University," Page said.

Donations can be sent to "Union 
University Disaster Relief Fund" 
at 1050 Union University Drive, 
Jackson, TN 38305. 

The university also is suggesting 
that those who want to help students 
consider providing gift cards that 
can be used in stores like Wal-Mart, 
Target, Lowe's or Home Depot.

"I pray that 
you would give 
to help out these 
dear brothers 
and sisters in 
Christ," Page 
said.

Page also
asked for pray-
er for David 
Dockery, pres-
ident of the 
university, as 
well as the 
faculty, staff 
and students. 

Page said, 
"Just the day 
before, I spoke on the phone to my 
dear friend, David Dockery.

 "As usual, he exhibited a 
compassionate, loving demeanor. I 
know that sweet spirit will continue 
through the rebuilding of Union 
University."

On Feb. 7, Morris H. Chapman, 
president of the Southern Baptist 
Convention's Executive Committee, 
issued a statement thanking God 
for His protection of the Union 
University family and asking 
Southern Baptists to help with 
recovery efforts.

"The costs of repair will be 
steep and the adjustments many. I 
ask Southern Baptists everywhere 
to lift up this sister institution in 
prayerful concern and support," 
Chapman said.

Chapman reflected, "I join 
Southern Baptists across the nation 
in thanking God for His protection 
of the Union University family. In 
a night marked by danger and 
death across the region, the Lord 
supernaturally overshadowed His  

children at Union 
University. We re- 
joice that no one 
there sustained 
l i fe-threatening 
injuries. Buildings 
can be repaired or 
rebuilt, automobiles 
can be replaced, 
scattered notes and 
books can be re-
covered, but mem-
bers of the family 
are irreplaceable."

 Also voicing 
prayer for Dockery's 
leadership amid the 
crisis, Chapman 
noted that Union's 
president "has been 
an extraordinary 
leader in a time 
of crisis, and we 
should pray he be 
strengthened for 
the enormous re- 
building ahead."
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Southern Baptists 
urged to support Union 
University in aftermath 
of destructive tornados

Union University student Elecia Mathis consoles roommate Courtney Moore after they survey widespread 
damage to the campus the morning after the Feb. 5 tornado.  Photo by Kristen Nicole Sayres 

Donations can be sent to "Union University Disaster Relief 
Fund" at 1050 Union University Drive, Jackson, TN 38305. 
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By Tim Durkin
Baptist Family & 

Children's Services

A sure sign of an election year 
in the United States is the 
proliferation of plans to reform 

the nation’s heath care system.
The maelstrom of options offered 

for discussion comes complete with 
its own jargon, made 
up of phrases like 
“single-payer,” “shared 
dec is ion-ma k i ng,” 
and “episode of care 
performance.” 

Improving the 
health of Americans 
appears to require 
the mastery of a new 
language, as well as 
at least one Ph.D. in 
economics.

The American 
heath care reform 
discussion has been 
going on for a very 
long time, and there 
is no real end in 
sight. But, no matter 
what your preferred 
solution may be, the 
problem that many families face is 
undeniable. Many middle and low 
income families in the country do not 
have good access to health care.

What does many mean, in this 
context? In the 2007 Chartbook on 
Trends in the Health of Americans, 
the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention finds that “in 2005, almost 
20% of adults reported they did not 
receive needed health-related services 
in the past 12 months because they 
could not afford them.”

The Commonwealth Fund’s 
Bending the Curve report states 
that there are currently 47 million 
Americans without health insurance.

Numbers that large can have 
the effect of making the health care 
discussion an abstract one. Politicians 
and academics stand before cameras, 
giving testimony about how to reach 
so many millions of people, but it is 
hard to picture individuals in such a 
large group.

Helping Americans get the 
health care they need is not always 

about sweeping national initiatives. 
Baptist Family is working to improve 
access to health care a few families 
at a time. The efforts of skilled social 
workers, charitable donors, and big-
hearted health professionals can 
come together to change the world 
one little piece at a time.

In January, we were able to help 
a young man named Stephen (the 

names of the clients 
involved in this story 
have been changed to 
protect their privacy). 
Stephen and his 
family came to us in 
1995 for some help 
when Stephen’s father 
Ray was seriously 
ill and his limited 
income from disability 
insurance was not 
enough to pay their 
very modest bills.

Paying for Ray’s 
health care became 
a challenge that this 
family would face for 
a decade, until his 
death in 2005. The 
cost of treatment 
and medications kept 

this family on the brink for ten full 
years.

But Ray’s death did not bring 
an end to the struggle with health 
care costs. Young Stephen developed 
a serious infection on his ears. 
Keloids are a disfiguring type of skin 
lesion that occur when scar tissue 
“overgrows” on a wound. Stephen’s 
case involved infected and bleeding 
lesions that required nothing less 
than surgical treatment.

Stephen had finished high school 
and went to work immediately to 
help his family pay their bills. But 
just as the need for his own medical 
treatment became acute, his hours at 
his job at Federal Express began to 
be cut. His disfiguring skin condition 
made potential new employers 
uncomfortable during interviews. 
Stephen found himself in a difficult 
situation: he was earning enough to 
help his family get by, but not enough 
to afford needed surgery.

At this point, most people 
would expect that the social welfare 

system would step in and help 
Stephen gain access to health care 
through Medicaid or a similar 
process. This was not the case at 
all, as administrators of government 
health care programs simply did not 
accept that Stephen met the income 
requirements that would qualify him 
for aid. Inexplicably, this young man, 
the sole breadwinner for his fatherless 
family (and now unemployed), was 
deemed too wealthy for government 
assistance.

With Stephen in pain, depressed, 
and nearly despairing, Stephen’s 
church reconnected him and his 
family with Baptist Family last 
summer. Our staff advocated for them 
with various government offices and 
at various hospitals, seeking relief 
and support. 

In September, we were able to 

prevail on a doctor at Johns Hopkins 
Hospital (Bayview) to donate her 
surgical services to give Stephen 
a new start. After a few months of 
consultations, we were able to arrange 
the surgery, which went off without 
a hitch. As of this writing, Stephen 
has had his stitches removed, and is 
recovering very well.

Someday the very long discussion 
about American health care will 
come to a kind of resolution. In the 
meantime, churches in Maryland, 
Delaware, and beyond can partner 
with Baptist Family to fill in the gap 
in a very meaningful way, and to 
impact the health and life of someone 
in need. 

Contact Baptist Family & 
Children's Services at (800) 621-8834 

or online at www.baptistfamily.org.

The healthcare crisis: Families caught in the middle
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CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER 
DIRECTOR —Cresthill Baptist Church in 
Bowie, Md.,  is currently accepting resumes 
for the position of CHILD DEVELOPMENT 
CENTER DIRECTOR.  Applicants can send 
their resumes to REV. BRUCE M. CONLEY, 
Executive Pastor, CRESTHILL BAPTIST 
CHURCH,    6510 Laurel Bowie Rd. Bowie, MD  
20715, or to xcopBruce@aol.com.  This is a full-
time paid staff position.  Applicants with prior 
experience or degree(s) in Early Child Education 
are especially encouraged to apply. Call (301) 
262-4141 for more information.

PASTOR—First Baptist Church of Hyattsville, 
Md., is seeking a pastor. The applicant must 
be an ordained minister and possess an M.Div. 
from an accredited theological seminary.  To 
request an application package, please contact 
the Pastoral Search Committee, c/o Kent York, 
4228 Oglethorpe Street, Hyattsville, MD 20781 or  
kenteyork716@yahoo.com.  Applications must be 
postmarked no later than Mon., March 31, 2008.

YOUTH DIRECTOR —Cresthill Baptist 
Church in Bowie, Md., is currently accepting 
resumes for the position of YOUTH DIRECTOR.  
Applicants can send their resumes to REV. 
BRUCE M. CONLEY, Executive Pastor  

CRESTHILL BAPTIST CHURCH,  6510 
Laurel Bowie Rd. Bowie, MD  20715, or to 
xcopBruce@aol.com   This is a part-time paid 
staff position.  Applicants with prior experience 
and college students with a passion for youth 
are encouraged to apply.  Call (301) 262-4141 for 
more information.    

MAIL, E-MAIL, OR FAX YOUR AD 
Deadlines are the second Friday of 
each month for the following month’s 
issue. Classified advertising is 75 
cents per word ($18.00 minimum) for 
BCM/D churches and church members; 
85 cents per word ($20.00 minimum) 
for non-profit organizations; and 95 
cents per word ($25.00 minimum) 
for commercial organizations. Word 
count does not include words with two 
letters or less. Contact us for display ad 
pricing.  Acceptance of advertising does 
not constitute an endorsement of any 
advertiser’s products or services.

BaptistLIFE Classifieds
2 Columns x 2 inches 

Job Opening: Account Executive
If you want to experience a sales 
career that really counts, then WRBS 
Radio has an opportunity for you! 
This sales career opportunity is for 
someone with a desire for working 
in a professional, family-friendly 
environment. 

If you have prior successful outside 
sales experience, are knowledgeable 

and enthusiastic about the mission 
of WRBS, send your resume and 
cover letter to: Nancy Duncan, DOS 
at nduncan@wrbs.com or fax 
410-247-4533.  No phone calls. EOE.
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The Performing and Visual 
Arts Camp for Students

July 20-25 • Washington Bible College/Capital Bible Seminary • Lanham, MD

YPAC is: A spiritually vibrant, instructional performing and 
visual arts camp for students, grades 7-12, designed to promote 

& develop a Christian worldview in the arts.

YPAC Offers: Skill training, artistic development, performance 
experience, awesome worship, challenging Bible studies, and God honoring 

friendships.  Learning tracks available in: Graphic Design, Instrumental Music, 
Dance/Interpretative Movement, Technical (audio and lighting), Film and Video, 

Mime, Theatre, Praise Team, Painting and Drawing, 
Vocal Music, Photography, and Speaking/Communicating.

It’s where your faith and your art intersect. 
www.bcmd.org/ypac  •  (800) 466-5290 ext. 253  •  ypac@bcmd.org
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