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I am a professional 
communicator. 
That’s what I 

do. Some say I am 
gifted at it. Others 
might disagree.

What I do know 
is that commun-
ication is the hardest 
thing in the world 
to fully accomplish. 
When it happens, it 
is a beautiful thing. 
When it falls short, 
it can be a mess.

I’m saying this because I fear 
that I (and others) have not done an 
adequate job of communicating what 
it is that we as Southern Baptists 
do that is making an incredible 
difference in our world. That is, we 
cooperate. We don’t always do it pretty, 
but we cooperate. At its core, what we 
are doing together is incredible. The 
struggle we have as communicators is 
how to articulate the story so that all 
Southern Baptists fully comprehend 
the depth of Kingdom ministry that 
is being done every year…together.

I am indebted to a book entitled, 
One Sacred Effort: The Cooperative 
Program of Southern Baptists by Chad 
Owen and David Hankins. The book 
challenges pastors and church leaders 
to communicate to all Southern 

Baptists by doing three things:
(1) Tell them of the great need. 

Owen and Hankins say that, “The 
Cooperative Program (CP) is not merely 
a 'fund-raising' for denominational 
programs. It is a lifeline for the most 
important enterprise in the world. 
The CP is worthy of the attention 
and support of every church because 
its aim is the fulfillment of the Great 
Commission.”

(2) Tell them of the great 
strategy. The Lord’s strategy 
outlined in Acts 1:8 has not be 
rescinded in the 21st century. The CP 
is a fantastic way for the local church 
to get its arms around how to be fully 
engaged in reaching a lost world for 
Christ at home and “to the ends of the 
earth” all at the same time.

Owen and Hankins identify four 
characteristics that make the CP 
a mission-critical. First the CP is 
coherent rather than chaotic. There 
is a plan and it works! Secondly 
the CP is constant rather than 
spasmodic. The revenue stream for 
funding our worldwide missions effort 
is there year in and year out. Our 
missionaries do not have to spend one 
minute of their precious time raising 
support. They spend every day doing 
missions and winning folks to Christ. 
Thirdly, the CP is comprehensive 
rather than isolated. While short-

term mission trips to any one part of 
the nation/world are great, or church/
state convention partnerships with 
a particular country are all valid, 
without the CP there is no overarching 
and ongoing missions strategy. It’s not 
either/or; it’s both/and. And fourthly, 
the CP is cooperative rather than 
competitive. Churches of all sizes can 
be synergetic in doing so much more 
together than can be done by one 
church at a time.  

(3) Tell them of the great 
results. The CP supports thousands 
of missionaries in both the 
international arena and in North 
America, thousands of seminary 
students, thousands of volunteers 
who serve every year on the mission 
field or disaster relief, moral and 
ethical concerns in our culture, and 
many other Kingdom endeavors. All 
exciting, all verifiable, all amazing 
and all because we cooperate!

Tell everyone how pivitol it is that 
we not “grow weary in well-doing.” 
Mrs. W.C. James was national WMU 
president in 1925 and served on the 
Future Program Commission that 
recommended the adoption of the 
Cooperative Program. Over 30 years 
later, as she resided in a nursing home, 
she said, “Tell Southern Baptists 
to keep it going!” If you agree, say, 
AMEN! 

Bob Simpson
BCM/D Assoc. 

Executive Director, 
BaptistLIFE Editor

Thank you for your Cooperative Program giving

CP: Keep it going!
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Thank you, 
M a r y l a n d 
and Delaware 

Baptists! 
In this issue 

of BaptistLIFE, 
you will find a re- 
port of your church’s 
Cooperative Pro-
gram giving. The 
Cooperative  Program 
is the lifeline of our 
cooperative effort as 
Southern Baptists 

join hands, hearts, and pocketbooks to 
reach this world with the love of Jesus 
Christ. 

I hope you enjoy the stories 
included in this issue that give you 
a glimpse of how your faithfulness 
in giving is making a significant 

difference.
On behalf of those this past 

year around our world who have 
discovered new life and new hope in 
Jesus Christ as the direct result of 
the ministry of our more than 5,000 
international missionaries funded 
through the Cooperative Program, I 
say, “Thank you.”

On behalf of Americans and 
Canadians who now understand 
the meaning and purpose of life 
through the work of more than 5,000 
North American missionaries, I say, 
“Thank you.”

On behalf of thousands of 
Southern Baptist ministers who 
are serving more effectively today 
in living out their calling because 
through the Cooperative Program 
they were able to secure affordable 

theological education and ministry 
training, I say, “Thank you.”

On behalf of the college and 
university students who now know 
Christ in Maryland and Delaware 
and are being discipled to become 
disciple-makers themselves, I say, 
“Thank you.” 

On behalf of those teenagers who 
found Christ at the Youth Evangelism 
Conference in Baltimore, I say, 
“Thank you.”

On behalf of children who began 
their journey with Christ as a result 
of experiencing Vacation Bible School 
led by leaders you helped to train 
through the Cooperative Program, I 
say, “Thank you.”

On behalf of ministers and their 
families whose lives were enriched 
by the leadership development and 

support ministries made possible 
through the Baptist Convention of 
Maryland/Delaware as a result of 
your faithful giving, I say, “Thank 
you.”

On behalf of your new brothers 
and sisters who have this year 
found Christ as a direct result of our 
church planting effort in Maryland/
Delaware, I say, “Thank you.”

What I have listed, is just the tip of 
the iceberg, the prologue of the story. 
Thank you, Maryland/Delaware 
Baptists for your faithfulness in 
giving through the Cooperative 
Program. And thank you, Maryland/
Delaware Baptists, for giving me the 
privilege to serve you. 

David Lee
BCM/D Executive 

Director



Thank you, Maryland/
Delaware Baptists, for 
your sacrificial giving to 

the Annie Armstrong Easter 
Offering. The national goal of 
$61 million can be reached as 
we come together in support of 
the 5,200 missionaries in North 
America. Perhaps appreciation 
is seldom expressed for all that 
you and your church contribute 
to the Kingdom of God.

The future is uncertain. 
Our days are numbered. 
Divine appointments are 
everywhere. It’s no wonder Jesus said, 
“Night is coming.” These are difficult 
days in our nation. People seem to 
be discouraged. For many, night has 
already come.

Could there be a better 
time to let our light shine? 
As the writer of Hebrews 
stated, “We have this 
hope as an anchor for the 
soul, firm and secure.” 
As followers of Christ, we 
can say, “Amen.” But for 
those still outside the faith, 
these are dark days. So we 
pray for the effectiveness 
of missionaries, we seek 
opportunities to share 
Christ with others, and we 
give sacrificially so that 

hope might be discovered.
Night is coming and urgency is 

needed. E.V. Hill is now home with 
the Lord. He was quite a preacher! 
He shared this story in one of his 

messages. His flight to a preaching 
appointment was delayed and he had 
little time to make his connection. He 
quickly left the first plane and asked 
for directions to his next gate. The 
young airline employee at the doorway 
pointed to the right and Hill made his 
way around the rotunda as quickly 
as he could. To his surprise he ended 
up just a few gates away from where 
he started. I’m sure you can guess 
the rest of the story. Hill missed the 
plane and his preaching appointment 
that evening. If Hill only turned left, 
he would have been okay. The point is 
quite clear. We must hurry, but hurry 
in the right direction.

I’m thankful that we have over 
5,200 missionaries serving in North 
America on behalf of Southern 

Baptists. The task is too great, 
however, to expect them to do the 
work alone. There must be urgency to 
the work of reaching others for Christ 
and pointing our neighbors to the 
anchor of hope. Night is coming.

When our children were a bit 
younger, we found ourselves coaching 
them to express their gratitude. I’m 
sure you have said these words after 
someone has given a gift to your child, 
“Now, what do you say?” You hope they 
respond with a sincere “thank you.” 
If you listen carefully over the next 
year, you just might hear the many 
expressions of thanksgiving from 
people from all over North America 
as they come to Christ and find hope.

Night is coming. The anchor is 
secure. Thank you. 

Thank you!

Rick Hancock
BCM/D President 

and Pastor of 
Dunkirk Church
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By Shannon Baker
BCM/D National Correspondent

NEW ORLEANS—“Do you 
think it is over?” Elizabeth Luter 
breathlessly asked her prayer partner. 
She had to smile at the reply. 

“It’s already done.”
When Hurricane Katrina blew 

through her beloved New Orleans in 
August 2005, Luter’s life was turned 
upside down. She lost her home, her car 
and Franklin Avenue Church, where 
she and her husband had poured their 
lives for the past 20 years.

But in recent days, Luter has seen 
incredible restoration—not just in her 
city, but also in her own heart.

Luter is one of the featured 
speakers of Breathless, a gathering for 
women at Faith Church, Glen Burnie,  
on May 16-17. This event marks 
a combined effort of the women’s 
ministry and the Woman’s Missionary 
Union of the Baptist Convention of 
Maryland/Delaware. 

Recently, Luter began to see the 
effects of Katrina “from [her] side of 
the diamond”—the multi-faceted way 
that God has shown her His purposes 
from the storm.

Before Katrina, Franklin Avenue 
had 7,000 members and was in the 
beginning stages of building a new 
sanctuary on a 90-acre plot. Luter 
was enjoying the busy pace of their 

growing church.
But then Katrina hit, and their 

congregation scattered. Her home 
and her neighborhood became dark, 
empty and lifeless. The ministry 
couple traveled back and forth from 
Houston, Baton Rouge and New 
Orleans to minister to their dispersed 
flock, while attempting to restore 
their own lives. 

Then, last April, the Luters 
finally moved back into their home 
after volunteers from Houston 
sacrificed their vacation time to come 
and restore their two-story house. 

Unbeknownst to the Luters, 
neighbors had kept a watchful eye on 
the redevelopment. “If you all move 
back into the neighborhood, then we 
will, too,” Luter was later told.

Since moving in, there are lights 
in the neighborhood, a bank has 
opened up, and there are other signs 
of life in the once devastated area. 

“Ninety percent of the neighbors 
are back home,” Luter rejoiced.

At the same time, the Luters 
focused on rebuilding the original 
church property. Now, fittingly after 
the time Christians celebrate Christ’s 
resurrection, the church will reopen 
on April 6.

Through it all, Luter acknowledges 
that the storm in her life was difficult. 
Nonetheless, she believes that God 
has shown her that He had a distinct 

purpose for it 
all: to bring 
her back to 
her roots.            
  “Through 
the hustle 
and bustle, 
we lost 
sight of the original vision of getting 
everyone saved and not just being 
content with those who were coming 
in,” she said.

She remembers the days when, 
as a new Christian, she would join 
her husband on the street corners 
to witness for Jesus. They were 
confronted with a lot of things, 
she said, including one person who 
brought his gun to them. 

In fact, many of the people who 
remembered the Luters’ early days 
of the ministry are coming out of the 
woodwork. 

“I used to live across the street 
from you years ago,” one woman 
told Luter after she was baptized. 
“All I can remember is seeing you on 
the street corners,” shared another 
woman. She admitted that she was 
afraid to become a Christian because 
she thought she had to preach on 
street corners just like the Luters 
did.

With many examples of neighbors 
coming forward, Luter believes 
that the devastated New Orleans 

community is a ripe mission field. She 
sees that the storm is “for the greater 
glory of God to conform people into 
His greater image.”

“It’s full circle now. God used 
this whole storm to give us the right 
perspective. He’s held up [the church 
renovation] and now it’s time,” she 
said.

Luter senses that God is giving 
New Orleans a new face. 

“If you look hard enough, [you 
can see] that God is cleaning us up 
and making us more representative 
of Him,” she said.

Her prayer partner sees it, too. 
She envisions standing in the 

Franklin Avenue Church’s balcony 
waving in greeting to Luter. She 
laughs out loud excited about the 
church's future. 

“We’re going home, and we’re 
going back to overflow!” 

For more information 
about Breathless, contact Gayla 

Parker at (800) 466-5290, ext. 
231, Melody Knox at ext. 252, 

or Sherry Lee at ext. 211.

Pastor’s wife ‘breathless’ over 
restoration in her heart and church

When was the last time an encounter with God left you
     Breathless
         
                             a gathering for women
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By Dessie Dixon

LOUISVILLE, Ky.—A group of 
24 members of the BCM/D African 
American Advisory Council (AAAC) 
and their wives, as well as other 
African American pastors within 
the convention, headed south to 
Louisville, Ky., in February. The 
contingency, led by 
BCM/D missionary 
for African American 
church development, 
James Dixon, Jr., met 
with Lincoln Bingham, 
Kentucky Convention’s 
African American 
consultant and other 
pastors and leaders 
to form and develop a 
partnership between 
the African American 
churches in the two 
conventions. 

Bingham told the 
pastors how important 
prayer has been and is 
in the implementation 
and success of the 
partnership. He said 
he was delighted that the day had 
finally come and now the work can 
begin. 

A Kentucky church hosted each 
BCM/D pastor and his wife and the 
Maryland pastors each preached at 
one of the Kentucky Baptist churches, 
from Louisville to Lexington. 

During their stay in Louisville, 
the pastors and their wives attended 
the opening 64th Annual Pastors’ 
Conference at the Galt House East 
Hotel. Their theme for the year was 

“Mobilizing the Great Power in Us.” 
(Eph. 3: 20-21). James Dixon, Jr. had 
the honor of delivering the opening 
sermon. The message was “Creating 
an Environment for God” (Acts 2: 
41-47). The conference also included 
a gala banquet with the president 
of the National Baptist Convention 
Inc., William Shaw, as the featured 

speaker.
Dixon said the highlight of 

the trip was the agreement upon 
the goals and working projects the 
partnership will undertake. These 
include: 

• Involving African American 
youth and adults of BCM/D in the 
Crossover Project in Kentucky for 
2009. 

• Identifying five churches both 
in the inner city and rural areas 
of BCM/D and KBC. Forming an 

Equip Team to help strengthen these 
churches as well as to evangelize.

• Involve BCM/D youth in 
Kentucky Changers for 2009. This 
is similar to World Changers, but 
will impact Kentucky. 

• Creating an effective 
fellowship among ministers’ wives 
in both BCM/D and KBC in order 

to partner in work and support of  
“Necole’s Place,” A Woman’s Choice 
Resource Center, and to raise funds 
in support of Simmons Christian 
College. 

The wives originally went 
to primarily accompany their 

husbands, but as they fellowshipped 
together, they found ways they could 
be involved and impact Kentucky for 
Christ. 

They toured “A Woman’s 
Choice” Resource Center, a home 
refurbished to be able to help young 
women who choose to have their 
illegitimate babies. The facility 
offers supplies and resources, GED 
classes, childcare and Bible study. 
The youngest mother helped at the 
home was 12 years old. 

The women also decided to help 
raise support for Simmons College. 
The college was founded in the 
1800’s, but had closed down. Now it’s 
been reopened and needs supplies 
and resources to keep it going. 

“The partnership is off to a good 
start. Both teams are willing and 
ready to continue their plans for the 
upcoming year,” James Dixon, Jr. 
said. 

In  March 2009, Kentucky’s 
African American Fellowship team 
will come to Maryland for the African 
American Awareness Conference. 
Dixon said the main objective is to 
watch and see where God is working 
and to join Him in His work. 

Dessie Dixon is the wife 
of James Dixon, Jr., BCM/D 

missionary for African American 
Church Development. He can 

be reached at (202) 258-1472 or 
jdixon@bcmd.org.

BCM/D African American pastors form Ky. ministry partnership

Why we give to CP...
Friendship Church is a product of the Cooperative Program. 

Cooperative Program dollars (thousands of them) were 
given to help our congregation get started and sustained in 
1984. We average about 500 in worship today but back then 
25 people could not pay the bills and support a pastor. The 
Cooperative program made the difference. Today, as our 

people minister in Mexico or Africa, they see first hand the 
hand of God using CP dollars to change lives. PTL! 

—Mark Massey, 
senior pastor, Friendship Church, Sykesville, Md.
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By Sharon Mager
BCM/D Correspondent

KNOXVILLE, Md.—Imagine 
being a disaster worker rebuilding 
in a town where a hurricane blasted 
through leaving its typical destruction 
and mayhem and not knowing 
another hurricane is on its way. That’s 
the situation Alan Caho, BCM/D’s 
Disaster Relief communications 
director, said happened to one of 
the BCM/D disaster relief teams in 
Florida in 2004. There was no way to 
watch television, listen to the radio 
or use a telephone or computer. They 
didn’t know the situation they were in 
until someone had to come in person 
to warn them. 

“The first thing to fail in a disaster 
is cell service,” Caho explained. “A 
prime example is when the bridge fell 
down in Minnesota; cell service went 
down within 30 seconds. The area went 
for two to three hours without service. 
Why? Because everyone opens their cell 
phones to call at the same time and it 
crashes the system,” he said 

Caho said the bridge collapse didn’t 
hurt a single piece of infrastructure, 

but the cell system still crashed. Add 
tornados or hurricanes that can hurt 
the infrastructure and you have more 
problems.  

With a brand new communications 
unit in service, complete with $25,000 
worth of state-of-the-art equipment, 
Caho and other disaster relief workers 
shouldn’t have to be in that situation 
again. The 14-foot trailer, stationed at 
First Church, Knoxville, is equipped 
with generators, battery back-up, high 
tech radios and a satellite system. 

The new unit has four specialized 
radios. One has a massive 140-foot 
horizontal antenna. If conditions are 
right, the radio communication could 
reach around the world. At minimum, 
it will provide communication 
with the North American Mission 
Board’s Disaster Relief Operation in 
Alpharetta, Ga. 

The other special radios can 
communicate with local government 
emergency resources, with the 
American Red Cross and with other 
units on the field. 

Another vital piece of equipment 
the new center has is a star band 
system. 

“We can set up our own satellite 

dish and have 
equipment to aim it at a satellite 
28,000 miles away and have full 
Internet capability in the trailer.” 

That’s important because it 
allows the feeding units to be able to 
communicate their orders for fresh 
food; it provides an opportunity to send 
out health and welfare information 
and to keep track of weather and other 
events going on, such as the impending 

hurricane in Florida. 
Caho said users must have a 

federal license.  Already, 29 people 
have been trained at Skycroft 
Conference Center and more training 
will be scheduled soon.  

Now Caho is working to gather and 
provide kits, which will be distributed 
to disaster relief teams, with mobile 
radios to plug into cigarette lighters 

and magnetic antennas to 
have radio capabilities on the 
field. 

Caho said the 
communications unit is the 
result of two generous gifts 
and the equipment is partially 
funded by State Missions 
offering funds. 

The new unit was to 
be officially commissioned 

this month at a special worship 
service at First Church, Knoxville, 
but due to scheduling conflicts, the 
commissioning will most likely be 
moved to June. 

Amateur radio operators 
interested in serving on this unit or 
those who would like to earn their 

operators license should  contact Al 
Caho at al.caho@starband.net.

Disaster Relief communications unit ready to roll

By Sharon Mager
BCM/D Correspondent

POWDERLY, Ky.—After dev-
astating tornados tore through 
several southern states on Feb. 5 and 
6, Southern Baptists responded. 

At the request of the Muhlanberg 
Association in Kentucky, Blue Ridge 
Association’s Recovery Unit One 
quickly assembled and rushed to 
aid the town of Powderly in an area 
with mobile homes and older wooden 
structures. The 10-person team, nine 
men and one woman, representing Blue 
Ridge, Susquehanna, Montgomery, 
Prince George’s and D.C. Association, 
drove 13 hours on Sunday, Feb. 10, 
slept in the Muhlanberg Associations 
offices and started working the next 
day. 

According to the national 
weather service, the F-3 tornado that 
went through Muhlenberg County 
was 325 yards wide with peak winds 
at 130 miles an hour. It cut a 12-mile 
path of destruction. 

“It was obvious that they had 
a catastrophic event. It looked like 
something had cut a path through the 
community. Trees were splintered, 
not just twisted or 
snapped off. Mobile 
homes were rolled over 
like tumbleweeds. Some 
buildings looked like 
they exploded from 
within; others were 
collapsed,” said Mike 
Rice, Recovery Unit 
One’s team leader

The team did 
chain saw operations, 
plastic tarp roof 
closures, cleaned 
debris and anything 
else that was needed. 
Limited by time and materials, 
they helped 14 families, mainly 
handicapped and elderly. 

“Most of the people there live 
in single wide trailers. They were 
devastated,” Alan Caho, Blue 
Ridge’s Association’s disaster relief 

coordinator, said. 
Caho said the team as usual, 

prayed together before they began 
work on a house. They tried to make 

as much contact with the 
homeowners as possible. 

“One of the families we worked 
for had a hospice patient in the home. 
Two of our members sat and chatted 
with her during noisy cleanup 
activities,” Rice said. 

As usual, after completing their 
tasks, the team asked families to join 

them in prayer and they presented 
them with a copy of the New 
Testament. Rice said as they discover 
needs or feel a family should have 

follow-up, they contact the 
local association. 

Blue Ridge’s disaster 
recovery unit was the 
first in Maryland. There 
is another in the Eastern 
Association and one 
under construction in the 
Potomac Association. 

There are also two 
feeding units, one in 
Baltimore and one in the 
Eastern Association. A 
new communications unit 

in the Blue Ridge Association will be 
commissioned this summer. 

For more information about 
disaster relief and how to be 

volunteer or contribute, contact 
BCM/D disaster relief missionary, 
Ellen Udovich, (800) 466-5290, ext. 

216 or at Eudovich@bcmd.org. 

Blue Ridge Disaster Relief team ministers in Kentucky after tornado
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By Sharon Mager

BOWIE, Md.—Cresthill Church 
members’ love for the people of 
Nicaragua began while working 
with hurricane victims in 2000 in 
the small town of Somotillo, just 
an hour away from Nicaragua’s 
capital, Managua. That’s when 
they met Diomedes Santilez, the 
pastor of a Baptist church in the 
town. Cresthill members and other 
Christians working with Santilez 
began catching the dream of that 
enthusiastic Nicaraguan pastor and 
the result has been the potential 
to impact not just Somotillo, or 
Nicaragua, but Central America.  

“During that first trip to 
Somotillo we listened first hand 
to the vibrant vision that Pastor 
Diomedes had for that northwest 
region of Somotillo. We were 
captured and entranced,” Bruce 
Conley, executive pastor of Cresthill 
Church said. 

That group of partners from 
several states who began working 
with Santilez and the church in 
that area has grown to several  

.hundred, with a growing passion 
for evangelism, community building 
and changing lives.

“From our first challenge, of 
purchasing a motorcycle for $3,000, 
to building our first church for 
$8,000, to building a new school for 
over $100,000, the dream has grown 
and matured. We have been blessed 
and felt honored that God allowed us 
the privilege of just being involved. 
We have seen several thousand come 
to know Jesus Christ as their Savior, 
seen crusades with 10,000 folks in 
attendance, used medical missions 
to start over 10 new churches, 
and financed the purchase of an 
agricultural development center for 
the whole region. Those that have 
been involved have never been the 
same.” Conley said.

Recently Cresthill had the 
privilege to partner with other 
supporters to host a trip for Santilez 
and his wife, Claudia, to several 
states to meet with supporters, speak 
to churches and update their friends 
on the work there in Nicaragua. 
This trip spanned two months and 
covered six states. Each church that 
was visited dedicated their special 
weekend to Pastor Diomedes and 
Claudia, with Diomedes being the 
speaker on Sunday. 

Every church involved was 
challenged to participate in a fund 
raising effort to move the radio tower 
for the ministry in Somotillo to the 
“prayer” mountain outside of town. 

This change will allow that special 
radio signal to be transmitted to all 
of Central America. The goal was to 

raise $12,000 over three weeks.
“Due to the generosity of 

Cresthill, as well as other churches 
in Maryland, South Carolina and 
West Virginia, over $24,000 was 
raised. We can all praise the Lord 
for this sacrificial contribution to the 
outpouring of the Word in Central 
America,” Conley said. 

“We are grateful for the 
opportunity to be involved with this 
partnership. It is an effort that keeps 
our folks passionately focused on our 
relationship with God throughout 
the year.”

Cresthill recently commissioned 
two church members for their most 
recent trip to Nicaragua. The church 
continually sends mission teams and 
supplies to the country and plans to 
continue to do so until the Lord says 
to stop. 

Cresthill Church has ongoing love and partnership with Nicaragua

“Calling Out the Called”
July 11-12, 2008

Ministry Leadership Conference • Skycroft Horizons •  Middletown, Md

MORE than 50 conferences to choose from on topics such as:
Spanish Track   Korean Track WMU/Women’s Ministry
Bible Teaching Missional Church Age Level Ministries
Discipleship Family Ministry Church Polity 
Missions Technology Prayer
Creative Worship Small Groups Disaster Relief 
Deacons Evangelism

For more information visit:  www.bcmd.org/horizons08 
or call Donna Shiflett at (800) 466-5290 ext 226; email: dshiflett@bcmd.org  

Event  costs are low due to your Cooperative Program contributions
BCM/D 10255 OLD COLUMBIA ROAD•COLUMBIA,  MD•21046-1716  •  410.290.5290/800.466.5290  

FAX  410.290.7040  •  WWW.bcmd.org

“It is a privilege for 
Ogletown Church (Newark, 
Del.) to participate in the 
Cooperative Program. I 
have seen firsthand on five 
continents what happens 
when the Cooperative 
Program is in action. 
Recently, my eyes have 
been opened to how the 
Cooperative Program is 
having an impact in the 
Mid-Atlantic and Northeast 
region of the U.S. My prayer 
is that God continues this 
program as a resource 
for funding the Great 
Commission.”

—Curtis Hill, pastor
Ogletown Church

Why we give to CP...
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By Shannon Baker
BCM/D National Correspondent

WESTERNPORT, Md.—When 
Joanna (JoJo) Carr was eight years 
old, she dreamed of going on a 
mission trip. Since that time, she has 
been a vital part of six missions trips, 
including one international one—and 
she is only 13 years old.

Carr comes from a long line of 
missionaries and pastors who have 
served the Lord for the past four 
generations. She is the daughter of 
Steffan and Leslie Carr, who have 
been serving in the pastorate of Christ 
Memorial Church in Westernport, 
Md., for the past 13 years.

At nine years old, JoJo had 
her mission dream come true. 
She traveled to Manchester, Md., 
where her church partnered with 
Manchester Church to do a weekend 
block party and prayerwalking.

Later, she and her family went 
to Wichita, Kan.; Washington, Miss.; 
Youngstown, Ohio; and Fayetteville, 
W. Va., where they partnered with 
churches to do Vacation Bible Schools, 
prayerwalking, hospital and nursing 
home visitations and other outreach 
efforts. 

During VBS, instead of helping 
lead the studies, Carr strategically 
becomes one of the students in the 
age-scripted classes. Then, at the 
right moments, Carr speaks up to 
help answer questions and challenge 
the other kids.

“We’ve found that unchurched 
kids more readily listen to kids their 

own age,” explains Pastor Carr, 
who marvels at his daughter’s bold 
witness for Christ. 

When she was 11 years old, 
Carr went on her first international 
mission trip—to Jamaica.

“Jamaica was a different 
experience,” the young teenager said, 
relating how much she loved learning 
about the new culture. 

When Carr first read about 
Jamaica in something she got in the 
mail, she immediately wanted to 
go. She shared her heart with her 
parents, who encouraged her to see 
if others were interested in going. 
Before long, she had 13 people from 

her church ready to go. 
Carr helped plan every step of 

the process, from acquiring airfare, 
arranging travel, assigning rooms 
and developing the mission projects. 
In addition to learning how to 
organize the efforts, she learned 
valuable lessons about people who 
live in other parts of the world.

“These mission experiences 
show me another side of the country 
[and world] and that people who are 
totally different from me have the 
same feelings that I do,” the eighth 
grader shares.

Carr was three years old when 
she sensed her own need to follow 
Christ and her mother led her in a 
prayer to accept Jesus as her Lord 
and Savior. 

Beginning at the age of six, 
Carr has participated in the FAITH 
Evangelism visitation program, 
sharing her faith and leading others 
to Christ. 

She stays consistently involved 
in Christ Memorial Church’s active 
outreach ministries, including 
festivals, Friend Days, Basketball 

Camps and several servant 
evangelism projects. 

With Carr’s help, Christ 
Memorial currently is planning a 
second trip to Jamaica and West 
Virginia. Next summer, the church 
anticipates having its first “youth 
only” mission trip to an Indian 
reservation in Oklahoma.

Currently a homeschool student, 
Carr has decided that she wants 
to attend Liberty University in 
Lynchburg, Va. She wants to become 
a nurse and work on mission teams 
in disaster relief areas.

With a great sense of 
unworthiness in his heart, Pastor 
Carr chuckles as he shares 
how JoJo prays for servers at 
restaurants and how she witnesses 
to telemarketers. 

He simply acknowledges his 
gratefulness for God’s hand on his 
daughter’s life.

“She impresses us,” he beams. 
“We are incredibly humbled at how 
she makes us look good.” 

Joanna (JoJo) Carr, then 12, stands with 
a lady who provided the meals for the 
mission teams on-site stay in Jamaica. 
“Her name was Cherry, but we called her 
Mommy!” Carr shares.

Watch out: This mission leader is a teenager!
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By Sharon Mager
BCM/D Correspondent

FREELAND, Md.—Pat Elligson 
laughs when she says people are 
always coming up to her asking, 
“What are the Knit Wits?” 

Elligson is the founder and 
leader of the cleverly named women’s 
knitting group 
at Gunpowder 
Church. 

The group 
started as a small 
gathering of wo-
men wanting to 
learn to knit. 
Now it’s a huge 
hit drawing up to 
25 women at the 
tw ice -month ly 
meetings. The 
church’s “Knit 
Wits” are having 
a significant 
impact on the 
church and on the 
community. 

Elligson said 
the idea began 
when a church member approached 
her and asked Elligson to teach 
some of the women to knit. 

“I had knitted a frilly, long 
eyelash yarn scarf and I wore it to 
church one Sunday. A friend saw it 
and said she liked it. I told her I 
knitted it and that stopped her in 
her tracks. She said ‘Oh why don’t 
you teach a knitting class?’” 

Elligson said she gathered 
materials and got ready, but just 
didn’t feel led to begin the class yet. 
She felt God telling her to wait. When 
she did start, in January 2007, she 
knew it was the time. 

“It’s not a Bible study. It’s more 
like a spiritual coffee club where we 
knit,” she said. The women range in 
ages from 10-70 plus and are at all 
different experience levels. Some have 
never tried to knit; others have been 
doing it for years. Elligson and her 
co-teacher, Judy Baseman, patiently 
help everyone along. 

Iris Singleton, Gunpowder 
Church’s secretary, said she would 
copy patterns and do other paperwork 
for the group but said she wouldn’t 
go. She couldn’t learn to knit, so she 
thought. 

“I told Pat I can’t. I’m left handed!” 
But Elligson kept encouraging 
her and Singleton finally went to 
a meeting. She put the knitting 
needles in Singleton’s right hand and 
surprisingly, she was able to do it. 

 “Now Iris says she does 
everything left handed except for 
knitting,” Elligson chuckled.  

“I just knitted my 92nd hat right 
handed and I never did anything right 
handed. I love it. When I knit my 
100th hat I’m going on to mittens,” 
Singleton declared proudly. 

The group has grown to become 
much more than just a knitting club. 
Elligson said the women are really 
getting to know each other and they’re 
opening up and sharing. Several of 
the women have been going through 
some severe grief from losses in their 
families and the ladies sit and knit 
and listen to each other. Elligson 
takes prayer requests each week and 
has a short devotional, and of course 
coffee and dessert.  

When there’s a need in the church, 
the group or the community, such as 
deaths, the Knit Wit group mobilizes 
and provides food and other help. They 

also reach out to the community by 
sharing their knitting projects. They 
donate their baby caps, cancer hats, 
blankets, mittens and other items to 
local hospitals and community groups. 
In 2007 the Knit Wits donated 522 
items to charity.  

Singleton said she remembers 
the Knit Wits getting a thank-you 

card from a little local boy who 
had leukemia. The boy wrote in his 
own handwriting how warm and 
comfortable the prayer blanket was 
and how much he liked it. 

Now the group has expanded. 
Gwyneth Lewis, from Perry Hall 
began coming to the group with 
some friends. She had a great time 
and really loved the group, but the 
drive was getting to be too much. 
Lewis began a group of Knit Wits 
in her local Presbyterian church 
called “Sister Knit Wits.” 

A Baltimore news station 
recently re-
ported on 
the group. 
That opened 
more doors 
for outreach. 
A Girl Scout 
mother called 
Elligson and 
asked if some 
of the Knit 
Wit group 
could teach 
the scouts 
to knit in 
order to earn 

their knitting badges. Elligson said 
several women plan to teach the class 
and to invite the girls, their moms 
and the troop leaders to the Knit Wit 
meetings. 

“We feel this is a real outreach 
of our Gunpowder ladies ministry,” 
Elligson said. “We always welcome 
visitors to our meeting.” 

Elligson is thrilled with the club’s 
growth. She attributes the success to 
God and to His perfect timing. 

“We had no idea what a blessing 
God planned for us.” 

Elligson said she would be 
thrilled to work with other churches 

to help them begin their own Knit Wit 
program. For more information, call 

the church office, (410) 343-1365. 

‘Knit Wits’ for Jesus Are you inspired 
by the stories of 

churches responding 
to the Acts 1:8 

Challenge?

Do you dream of the day 
when you will see YOUR 

CHURCH awakened, 
equipped, commissioned, 

empowered and sent?

The North American Mission 
Board (NAMB) had your 
church in mind when it 

developed the new Church 
Renewal Journey. There is 
no need to dream when the 
reality of getting started is 
only a prayer, and a phone 

call or an e-mail away. 

Here are the contacts to 
help you get started.
In Maryland/Delaware, 

contact Freddy Parker, Acts 
1:8 missionary, fparker@bcmd.
org;  (410) 290-5290, ext. 215;

• At NAMB, contact Fred & 
Pat Mueller, Church Renewal, 
fwm@comcast.net; (301) 384-

0524; www.churchrenewal.
net; www.ActsOne8.com; 

• For national events, go to 
www.churchrenewaljourney.net.

HELP WANTED-  If you have 
previously served as a team 

member on any Renewal 
Weekend and/or if you are 

interested in serving as a team 
member in the future, please 
register your interests on the 

NAMB Renewal web site, www.
churchrenewaljourney.net.
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Mission resource ideas
Each month on the 
Ministry Resources page, 
we will provide ideas to 
help you and your church 

with ministry. If you have resource 
ideas to share, send them to us at 
BaptistLIFE@comcast.net. 

Website:
www.myMISSIONfulfilled.com:  
A web site for women looking for 
on-line Bible study, ministry ideas, 
budgeting hints, child helps and more.  
The web site is free.

Books:  
Called and Accountable by Henry 

and Norman Blakaby, published by 
New Hope publishing and available 
on line at www.wmustore.com or in 
Christian bookstore. This a devotional 
book with 52 weekly devotions. 
$14.99

Hope for the Home Front by 
Marshele Carter Waddell (wife of a 
navy seal), published by New Hope 

publishing and available on line at 
www.wmustore.com for in Christian 
bookstores. This is a great resource for 
military families to help them win the 
emotional and spiritual battles that 
come with military life. Workbook is 
available for the Bible Study. $11.99/
book, $14.99/workbook

Getting Better, Not Bitter, by 
Brenda Ladum, published by New 
Hope publishing and available on line 
at www.wmustore.com or in Christian 
bookstores. Written by a breast cancer 
survivor to help women fighting 
breast cancer find real peace and live 
this life to the fullest.  $11.99 

Ministry Idea:
What family has been untouched 

by cancer? Any diagnosis of cancer 
can be devastating. However, the 
diagnosis is just the beginning. It 
is followed by surgery and then by 
chemotherapy. It’s a long, involved 
journey. God desires to raise up His 

people to encourage cancer patients 
and show them His love. We can 
show that love through delivering 
meals, making them laugh, writing 
encouraging notes, caring for their 
children and so on. Here is one way 
God could use your women to rally 
around a cancer patient, bringing 
laughter and encouragement. Host a 
"Tip Your Hat Shower."

Invite the friend who is battling 
cancer. Guests can come with 
homemade hats. Decorations can 
include miniature hats, ribbons, 
feathers, etc. For that special guest, 
provide gifts of turbans or hats that 
she can use throughout the chemo 
treatments. The event can include a 
special prayer time and devotion of 
encouragement.  

For more information on hosting 
a Hat Shower see the March edition 
of Missions Mosaic or contact Gayla 

Parker at gparker@bcmd.org. 

By Diana Davis

I can’t seem to get the 
hang of text-messaging, 
so I was intrigued to 

watch an Indiana pastor’s 
thumbs move wildly across 
his cell phone, typing text-
coded phrases like “im pryg 
4 u” or “u r HIS!” Many of 
his church members are 
young adults and youth, 
and texting is their key 
mode of correspondence. 

That pastor could 
have stayed in the rut of 
using a phone or email 
like me, but, instead, made 
the effort to effectively 
communicate with his 
unique congregation. That 
pastor is not in a rut. 
The view from a rut is 
somewhat obstructed. 
It might be comfortable 
there, but little progress 
is made in a rut. We stay 
updated in our home and 

professional settings, 
but sometimes allow our 
church’s effectiveness to be 
stymied by obsolescence. If 
your Bible class or church 
is stuck in a rut, maybe it’s 
time to start something 
new! Here are five idea-
starters for rut relief: 
  • Start an off-site Bible 
study or worship for people 
who can’t come to church. 
Consider the nursing home, 
prison, fire department or 
truck stop. 
  • Multiply your Sunday 
School class. Recruit an 
intern teacher to share 
teaching responsibilities, 
set a multiplication date, 
and invite newcomers. 
Celebrate the new class’s 
birth with a multiplication 
party.   
  • Create a new ministry op-
portunity. Begin a GED 
or English-as-a-second-
language class. Host a 

monthly businessmen’s 
luncheon or moms’ 
breakfast.  

Provide a community 
garden with individual 
plots for gardening. Prepare 
a homemade dinner for 
traveling carnival workers 
at your county fair. And 
as you minister to others, 
always share Jesus.    
  • Make small updates for 
big impact. Update paint 
colors. Relocate classrooms, 
rearrange classroom furn-
iture or upgrade equipment. 
Improve  landscape. Mod-
ernize technology and 
allow techies to use their 
gifts in the church.     
  • Start a new Sunday 
School class. How about 
a class for new parents, 
internationals, nearlyweds, 
newlyweds, young singles, 
new retirees or college 
students? Or begin a 
new class using a list of 

a targeted age group of 
inactive members.     

Will a new Sunday 
School class help reach 
new people? Oh, yes!  Does 
text-messaging allow that 
pastor to communicate 
more effectively with those 
young adults? Definitely! 

Paul said, “I have 
become all things to all 
people, so that I may by 
all means save some.” (1 
Cor 9:19-23) Our singular 
goal is to share Jesus with 
the lost. So get out of that 
rut. You’re going to love the 
view. 

Fresh Ideas© are shared 
by Diana Davis, wife of 

Indiana Baptists’ executive 
director. Her new book, 

Fresh Ideas for Women’s 
Ministry, is scheduled for 

June ’08 release. www.
dianadavis.org.

Fresh Ideas for Rut-Dwellers Anonymous
BCMD.E-quip.net 
training resources

The following on-demand 
presentations are now available at 

bcmd.e-quip.net. 

Latest:
• VBS Intro into Worship Rally 2008
• The Gospel and Hip Hop
• Hooked - How to Deal with 

Temptation
• They Think Differently
• Staying the Course
• Counseling and Maintaining 

Balance
• Prayer - the GPS for Spiritual 

Wilderness
In addition to the latest 

presentations listed above, there 
are also training opportunities in 

the following categories:
Church Planting

Mentoring
Ministry to Children
Music and Worship

Pastors/Pastoral Staff
Sharing Christ
Single Adults
Small Groups

Technology
WMU Resources

Sundays-8:30 a.m. EST

The Trinity 
Broadcasting Network 
(DIRECT TV Ch. 372)

The Church Channel 
(DIRECT TV Ch. 371)

(Consult local cable affiliates 
in your area for channel 

allocations)

XM Satellite Radio 
Family Talk Ch. 170

Saturdays-8:30 p.m. EST



By Robert Kim

COLUMBIA, Md.—The Korean 
Christian movement in North America 
has been derived from the help of 
American brothers and sisters as 
nationals immigrated to this land. In 
particular, Southern Baptist churches 
have been there when Korean Baptists 
have wanted to start new churches. 
None of us can deny the fact that 
Southern Baptists have welcomed us 
and have opened their arms toward us 
to help. 

On top of the help, passionate 
prayers with zealous faith and rigorous 
evangelism – a legacy of strong faithful 
living from Korea – have worked out 
so well that more than 800 Korean 
Southern Baptist congregations in 
the States have come into being in the 
last 50 years. The Korean churches in 
the States have also served as centers 
for Korean American community life. 
The Korean churches accommodate 
the newly immigrated Korean people 
with help of all kinds: transportation 
from the airport, finding apartments, 
registering their children in school, 
finding jobs, helping in securing 
a driver’s license, counseling, and 
establishing Korean language and 
culture school for their kids, etc.

Now the situation is changing. 
Most of the earlier generations of 
Korean immigrants to the U.S. have 
settled comfortably into American 
society and enjoy the luxury of upward 
mobility and affluence. Although some 
Korean immigrants still struggle to 
make their place in American life, 
Koreans in the U.S. for the most 
part find themselves well-settled in 
this society, so that their desperate 
dependence on the Lord has weakened 
during their prosperity.

As the Korean-American 
community has been changing, so 
must the approach to Korean church 
planting in the U.S. In the past, 
Koreans planted churches largely 
based on prayer and enthusiasm. 
Without much research or long-range 
strategy, Koreans have plunged 
themselves into the sheer act of 
“getting things done.” However, zeal 
for the ministry and fervent prayer 
appear to be falling to the wayside for 
Koreans who find themselves content 
in their comfort zone. 

At this juncture of stagnation 
in the Korean church multiplication 

movement, some insights come easily 
to mind. One of the most pressing 
issues for Korean Southern Baptists 
is to restore our heritage of faith and 
unwavering trust in the Lord.

Koreans are known for overnight 
and early morning prayer meetings; 
they need to bring that tradition back. 
Once again we need to bring fire back 
to the foundation of our Christian 
journey, like we experienced during 
the dire seasons after the Korean 
Conflict.  

The next step is to examine the 
situation we live in now.  We should 
analyze the changing environment 
and come up with some insights 
regarding different ways to minister 
to people that meet their current, 
changing needs. 

An apparent change within our 
community is that the community 
itself is becoming more diverse. This 
means we need to forge partnerships 
with other groups in ministry.  We 
Koreans are very strong at working 
amongst ourselves. Because Korean 
society is very homogenous, there has 
been some difficulty in learning how 
to associate with other people groups. 

If required to work as a team with 
others who are different from us (in 
method or approach), we can be slow 
and less effective in handling the work. 
However, we must realize that God’s 
Kingdom cannot be fulfilled singularly 
by one people group, for Jesus said to 
us, “Go to the people of all nations and 
make them my disciples.” We need to 
learn how to work together with other 
people groups, sharing with each other 
our strengths and encouraging each 
other to overcome our weaknesses. 

Lastly, when a new congregation is 
started, the effort should be a part of a 
team planting system. People usually 
do not want to attend a newly started 
church because that church does not 
have many programs that people may 
be seeking. The tendency today is 
for big churches to get bigger while 
small churches suffer more and more. 
When a solo planter starts a church, 
he can never meet all the needs of the 
congregation by himself. 

One alternative is to use teams of 
three individuals working together, 
each with responsibilities in different 
areas of ministry. In this way the work 
of church planting is shared among 

a group, which 
will increase 
the chances of 
meeting the 
needs of the 
community while the work of building 
up the church progresses. Without this 
approach, the planter and his family 
will bear much of the suffering alone 
and the congregation will barely get off 
the ground. It would be better to wait 
to plant the church until a planting 
team is successfully established. The 
Scripture tells us that the church is the 
Body of Christ. Within a body, the many 
parts work together harmoniously for 
healthy life. 

Making sure that all participants, 
including seekers, benefit from the 
Body of Christ is a key to the health 
of the body. So let us strengthen each 
part of the church, even if the church 
is in its starting stages, so that His 
Kingdom may come, on earth as it is 
in heaven.

Robert Kim serves as the BCM/D 
missionary for Asian people groups 
and language churches. He can be 

reached at rkim@bcmd.org or by 
phone at (800) 466-5290, ext. 228.
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Arundel Association

New Hope Church, Baltimore, 
hosted a Valentine's Day dinner, 
complete with a romantic viola player, 
to raise support for an all-women 
mission team who will travel to 
Asia this spring. The church is also 
finalizing plans for missions trips 
to New Orleans and Matamoros, 
Mexico.

North Arundel Church, Glen 
Burnie, now has three Sunday 
worship services, at 9, 10:15 and 
11:30 a.m. The church also has a new 
Hispanic service. Iglesia Hispania 
Nueva Espereanza meets at 6 p.m. 
on Sundays. 

Youth at The Church at 
Severn Run will participate with 
World Changers July 6-11 to help 
rebuild New Orleans in the wake of 
Hurricane Katrina In April and May, 
the group will be helping Habitat for 
Humanity work on building projects 
in Brooklyn. 

Baltimore Association
 

Colonial Church, Randallstown, 
had its annual sweetheart’s banquet 
entitled “Keeping the Flame Alive" 
on Feb. 8 at the Columbia Hilton 
Hotel with dinner and dancing. 

Mitch Dowell, Embrace Baltimore 
associate director, and Matt Zorn 
were the guest speakers. The bands 
“Pure Essence” and “Black Emeralds” 
provided the music. 

Brian and Patricia Christian 
were named 2008 Sweethearts of 
the Year. Barry and Sabrina Brown 
hosted the evening’s events. Robert 
Anderson, Jr. is pastor of Colonial 
Church. 

Woodbrook Church’s youth 
group has been working to raise 
money for “Watering Malawi,” an 
organization that advocates for long-
term solutions to poverty and hunger 
through access to clean water. The 
group hosted two coffeehouses/silent 
auctions and has raised over $4,000. 

Blue Ridge Association 

Covenant Church, Martinsburg, 
W. Va, offers free oil changes for 
single parents on the first Sunday of 
every month, from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. by 
appointment only.  

The church also has martial arts 
classes on Tuesdays for people of all 
ages. 

Faith Church, Knoxville, will 
have their annual spaghetti dinner/
silent auction from 5-10 p.m. on April 
26. Funds will benefit the student 
ministry’s planned mission trip to 
North Carolina in June. 

West End Chapel, Hagerstown, 
has called Joe Sheedy as its new 
associate pastor/minister of music.

Delaware Association

Hugh Townsend, the North Amer-
ican Mission Board’s associational 
initiatives coordinator, will be the 
guest speaker at Greensboro 
Church on May 16 and 17 at 7 p.m.

Cody Whitaker has assumed 
leadership of Delaware Association’s 
Raceway Ministry. This year’s 
spring NASCAR races at Dover Downs 

will be May 30-June 1. 
Whitaker said there will be 

two ministry sites this year, one 
close to the track so they can reach 
a lot of fans coming and going, and 
another in one of the larger and 
more energetic campgrounds where 
volunteers can build relationships 
and share Christ. 

This year’s activities include a 
Saturday afternoon cookout and a 
Christian comedian in addition to 
the usual free ham biscuit breakfasts 
and the free homemade cookie and 

Christian literature give-aways. 
Jim McBride, DBA’s director 

of missions, will participate in the 
raceway ministry in a volunteer 
capacity this year and is working 
towards developing a chaplaincy 
ministry at the track. Whitaker 
welcomes volunteers, especially those 
willing to be bold in their witness. 

Eastern Association

Immanuel Church, Salisbury, 
started an ESL ministry. The church 
also has a Wednesday mid-morning 
Bible study and prayer hour designed 
for seniors who may have a hard time 
getting out in the evenings.

Laurie Zimmerman is the new 
minister of families and children at 
Lynnhaven Church, Pocomoke 
City. 

The church will host Christian 
comedian Gordan Douglas on April 

12. Guest evangelist Jamey Ragle 
will preach revival services April 
13-15. 

Mid Maryland Association

Mid-Maryland started an 
official partnership with Mississippi’s 
Gulf Coast Association. Churches 
are continuing recovery trips to help 
rebuild the area from Hurricane 
Katrina. Trips are planned for April, 
July and September. 

The Russian Ukrainian 
Church has changed their name to 
NewWay Church. 

Westminster Church will 
host a family life conference titled 
“Improving Communication in your 
Marriage” on May 2-3. The guest 
speakers will be Glenn and Jo 
Gritzon. 

Montgomery Association

 Redland Church, Rockville, 
is accepting registration for its 
annual sports camp on June 30-July 
17 for kids ages 4-11. Sports include 
soccer, basketball and football. 

Younger kids, ages 4-6,  who 
may not have the attention to 
participate in a regular sport 
program, can participate in a special 
“FUNdamentals” program. They’ll 
have more unstructured free time 
in addition to relay races, obstacle 
courses and outdoor games. 

For more information see the 
website, www.redlandbaptist.org.

The Seven Locks Church’s 
Women Inspiring Women group 
made blankets for Project Linus, an 
organization that provides handmade 
blankets for children in crisis. For 
more information about Project Linus 
see their website, projectlinus.org. 

The blanket gatherings are 
touted “no sewing required,” making 
it an easy project for women and 
youth groups. The volunteers made 
the blankets by piecing together 
brightly patterned pieces of snuggly 
fleece. 

Takoma Park Spanish Miss-
ion changed its name to Iglesia 
Bautista Nueva Jerusalem. They 
are now a constituted church. 

Potomac Association 

Calloway Church will celebrate 
its 40th anniversary this month with 
a special banquet at the Daugherty 
Conference Center. BCM/D executive 
director, David Lee, and Calvin 
Johnson will be the guest speakers. 

In 1967, ten families from 
Lexington Park Church left to 
form Calloway, then a new church 
plant. The name came from the first 
meeting place, Callaway Lumber 
Company. The church rented the 
building for the first service on Dec. 
31, 1967, and it has been modified 

Maria Whittaker hands out Gospel of John books to fans in the campground.
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through the years. 
The Potomac Association’s former 

director of missions, W.M.Barkley, 
Jr., served as interim of the new 
church and together they wrote the 
first constitution and by-laws. 

Since Barkley’s time as pastor, 
there have been six pastors, including 
the current pastor, Daniel Moore 
(pictured above with his wife, Suki). 
The church is steadily growing. 

Last year the church began a 
commitment campaign to build a 
new church, including a sanctuary 
to hold over 250 people, a fellowship 
hall, conference room, classrooms, a 
nursery, kitchen and office space. 

The church raised over $60,000 
in one year towards the campaign 
and recently received news that they 
can build on their current property. 
Concept plans are being developed 
and construction could begin as early 
as 2010. 

Marbury Church provided 
breakfast and dinners for homeless people 
in Charles County in March. They also 
provided them opportunities to launder 
their clothes and take showers. 

The church will have a senior 
adult luncheon on April 10. 

The Potomac Assoc-iation 
will have disaster relief training on 
May 3 at Hughesville Church. The 
training includes an introduction 
to disaster relief, chainsaw and 
mud-out operations, safety, protocol 
and temporary emergency repairs. 
The cost is $20 and the deadline 
to register is April 26. For more 
information contact Ellen Udovich, 
(800) 466-5290, ext. 216 or email her 
at eudovich@bcmd.org. 

Potomac Heights Church is 
planning two mission trips to Bolivia 

this summer. The 
first is June 6-14, 
and the second is 
Aug. 14-22. 

The church 
hosted “The 
Great Carnation 
Give-Away” for 
Valentine’s Day. 
Volunteers gave 
away carnations at 
local restaurants 
with a card 
attached that read, 
“This is our simple 
way… of saying 
that God loves you. 
Let us know if we 
can be of any more 
assistance.” 

Joy Christian 
F e l l o w s h i p 
Church moved 
to 1274 Banniser 
Circle, Waldorf, on 
the campus of Progressive Christian 
Academy.

 
Prince George’s Association 

Berean Church, Clinton, will 
host a special musical tribute by 
Resha Jarvis for her mother Dorethia 
Jarvis at Tabernacle Church, 
Washington, D.C. at 5 p.m. on April 
20. Dorethia is undergoing treatment 
for brain cancer. A love offering will 
be taken to help with the medical 
costs.

First Church, Suitland, will 
host a singles cruise to Bermuda 
April 26-May 1. 

The youth of First Church, 
St. Charles, attended a three-day 
mountain ski retreat combining fun 
and spiritual growth. 

Church members approved a 
project to expand the sanctuary to 
hold 300 people. They’re also seeking 
an opportunity to build a facility that 
will house 10 classrooms and a multi-
use fellowship hall. 

New Song Church, Bowie, has 
or will have participated in 14 mission 
trips this year including Nova Scotia, 
Egypt, Ethiopia, Nigeria, Ghana, 
Grenada, Brazil, Pakistan, The 
Congo, West Africa, Sierra Leon, 
Carousel and Oklahoma. Some of 
those trips may have to be altered 
due to state department warnings. 

The church also does local 
missions, including prison ministry, 

nursing home ministry, prayer 
walks and helping at Central Union 
Mission. 

The church is now preparing for 
its trip to Egypt. Last year members 
went on an exploratory trip. This 
year five youth and eight adults will 
minister to children in displacement 
camps in Sudan. They’ll also minister 
in Alexandria to youth suffering from 
cancer, handicapped children and 
kids who are in extreme poverty. 

 

Susquehanna Association

Calvary Church, Bel Air, had 
a family night at a local athletic club. 
Families gathered for swimming, 
racquetball, volleyball, fellowship 
and food. 

Pleasant View Church has 
called Joshua Phillips as its new 
minister of education.

The Women on Mission at 
Towne  Church hosted a "Focus 
on WMU" Breakfast for their ladies, 
Acteens, and GA's on Mar. 8. Former 
Southern Baptist missionary, Susan 
Thompson Robertson, shared her   
testimony relating the truths of God's 
word in an inspiring, uplifting, and 
challenging manner.

Western Association 

Second Church, Cumberland, 
will host Sara Renner in concert on 
April 6. Renner and her band play a 

blend of gospel, soul and jazz styles. 
The Western Association’s 

annual youth camp will be July 13-18 
this summer

Miscellaneous

Bigger and Better Campaign
On Jan. 29, the students 

involved in Salisbury University's 
Baptist Student Ministry (BSM) 
were given a red paper clip, with the 
challenge of trading it for something 
bigger and better.

On April 29 there will be a 
finale silent auction from 7 to 11 
p.m. at Allen Memorial Church. 
All proceeds will go toward BSM's 
missions fund, which is used for 
sending students on short and long 
term mission experiences. Updates 
on the auction can be found on the 
BSM's website, easternshorebsm.
org. Click on the "bigger and beter" 
link. Bids can also be called in 
until 11 p.m. on April 29.  For more 
information, or to place a bid, call 
Sarah, 410-713-8876 or K'Lynne, 
410-713-2364  .

Dan and Mrs. Suki Moore, pastor of 
Calloway Church

Blankets of Love for Project Linus are displayed by Women Inspiring Women, a women’s group at Seven Locks 
Church. 

Prince George’s
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2007 Cooperative Program giving through BCM/D

 
Arundel Association 
Broadneck 0 0
College Parkway 30,920 3,578
Crossroads 0 0
Elvaton 14,918 0
Emmanuel, Gambrills 12,523 0
Faith, Glen Burnie 135,605 0
FBC, Crofton 28,631 1,454
FBC, Eastport 1,777 0
FBC, Edgewater 3,281 0
FBC, Kent Island 8,151 0
FBC, Shady Side 0 0
Glen Burnie 83,846 0
Grace Mill, Hanover 220 0
Grace, Sunset Beach 12,364 0
Heritage 500 0
Iglesia Hispana Nueva Esperanza 856 0
Jessup 17,753 0
Journey Fellowship 5,366 0
Lake Shore 2,934 2,559
Living Water Community 1,850 0
MD Central Korean 1,100 0
New Beginnings C & M 215 0
New Hope Community 8,117 0
New Life, Glen Burnie 28 0
North Arundel 7,391 0
Patapsco Valley 482 0
Riva Trace 8,862 0
Severn Korean 550 50
Severna Park 21,928 0
South Shore 41,145 0
The Bridge 7,363 0
The Church at Severn Run 31,352 0
Weems Creek 43,727 0
Total  $533,756 $7,640
  
Baltimore Association 
All Nations 0 0
Arbutus 400 0
Beacon 290 0
Bethlehem 66 0
Brantly 1,000 0
Calvary, Towson 100 0
Canton 2,709 30
Catonsville 3,370 0
Chestnut Ridge 350 1,000
Christos 0 0
Cockeysville 504 0
Colgate 0 0
Colonial 51,361 0
Crossroads Community 200 0
Crossway International 2,216 0
Edgemere 0 0
Emmanuel Baptist Church 75 0
Faith International Bible 0 0
FBC, Brooklyn 11,334 0
FBC, Dundalk 16,793 1,536
FBC, Essex 6,501 0
FBC, Gray Manor 0 0
FBC, Lansdowne 3,605 0
Forest Park 0 0
Gethsemane Bible 150 0
Global Mission, Baltimore 0 0
Grace Life Stepping Stone 800 0
Grace Life, Baltimore 1,350 0

Grace Life, The Light 2,390 0
Graceway 100 0
Hampden 3,212 0
Harbor Heights 0 0
Hazelwood 9,753 0
Horizon Church of Towson 0 0
Iglesia Bautista Middle River 83 0
Iglesia Bautista Patterson Pk 0 0
Iglesia Cristiana de Armistead 166 0
Immanuel, Baltimore 11,893 0
Joppa Road 2,028 0
Lee Street Memorial 100 0
Loch Raven 2,145 0
Long Green 34,877 0
Mars Hill 5,702 0
Middle River 43,640 0
Nepal, Baltimore 1,792 0
New Christian Bible 1,200 0
New David 0 0
New Day 19,346 0
North Glen 1,793 0
North Point 3,243 0
Northeast 2,007 0
Northside 0 3,078
Open Bible House 0 0
Parkville 27,958 0
Patterson Park 2,047 0
Peninsula 3,514 0
Pilgrim's Way Bible 735 405
Pleasant Rock 200 0
Reisterstown 16,559 0
Riverside, Baltimore 5,532 0
Second & Fourth 2,183 0
Seventh 2,000 0
Shelbourne 1,100 0
St. Timothy's 500 0
Streetlite 3,000 0
Tabernacle 18,144 0
Temple 10,400 0
Total Praise Fellowship 2,361 0
Valley, Lutherville 14,306 1,955
Vietnamese 950 0
Watersedge 9,244 0
White Marsh 46,944 0
Woodbrook 871 9,621
Woolford Memorial 1,333 0
Total  $418,527 $17,625
  
Blue Ridge Association 
Covenant, Shepherdstown 30,465 0
Crossroads Community 5,850 0
Daybreak 2,345 0
Destiny Church 0 0
Faith, Knoxville 40,665 0
FBC, Brunswick 5,660 0
FBC, Frederick 6,190 8,908
FBC, Hagerstown 4,556 0
FBC, Thurmont 13,034 0
Fellowship Church, Middletown 972 0
Frederick Korean 2,200 0
Greenbrier 1,798 0
Iglesia Cristiana Fuente 180 0
Maugansville 2,345 0
Myersville 8,158 0
New Life Community 2,200 0
North Star 4,958 0

Paramount 46,782 95
Pinesburg 0 0
Pleasant Valley 18,112 535
Primera Hispana de Hagerstown 0 0
Real Life Community 600 0
Rock Spring Church 0 0
Smithsburg Valley 18,657 0
South End 54,965 0
Summit Trace 1,815 0
Valley, Middletown 4,442 0
Virginia Avenue 7,974 0
Waynesboro Korean 0 0
West End 8,987 0
Zion of Jesus Community 0 0
Total  $293,911 $9,538
  
Delaware Association 
Bethany 10,678 0
Campus Christian Church 0 0
Community Mission 338 0
Covenant, Chestertown 810 0
Delaware Korean 1,400 0
Emmanuel Haitian 0 0
FBC, Marydel 0 0
Filipino American Christian 1,532 1,106
First Korean 3,000 0
First Pilgrim Haitian 150 0
First Southern 41,440 0
Friendship, Newark 6,086 0
Greensboro 82,881 0
Harrington 1,330 0
Healing Water 0 50
Hockessin 53,801 0
Iron Hill Community 1,200 0
Latter Day 300 0
London Village 1,500 100
Mission Fellowship Church 2,115 0
North Baptist 1,448 261
Ogletown 133,721 0
Russian Ukrainian 0 0
Seaside 8,392 0
Solid Rock 0 0
Truth Chapel 200 0
Total  $352,322 $1,517
  
Eastern Association 
Allen Memorial 32,487 0
Berlin FBC 3,467 0
Cordova 360 0
Faith Baptist Fellowship 8,000 0
FBC, Cambridge 42,773 0
FBC, Crisfield 7,405 0
FBC, Delmar 8,936 0
FBC, East New Market 1,927 0
FBC, Easton 61,485 0
FBC, Fruitland 3,846 0
FBC, Girdletree 5,019 0
FBC, Hurlock 8,725 0
FBC, Mardela Springs 3,807 0
FBC, Pocomoke City 22,450 0
FBC, Princess Anne 10,524 0
Fenwick Island 9,200 0
First Haitian Williamsburg 550 0
Gathering Tree 3,035 0
Goodwill 6,434 0
Grace, Seaford 8,666 0
Harvest Hope 18,930 0
High Tide Mission 29,542 0
Immanuel, Salisbury 33,767 0
Laurel 1,299 0
Lynnhaven 45,989 0
Marion 750 0
New Bridge 0 0
Nuevo Amanecer 54 0
Oak Ridge 55,108 0
Ocean City 4,965 0
Pitts Creek 1,323 272
Primera Iglesia de Cambridge 432 0
Primera Iglesia, Seaford 534 0
Rehoboth 1,937 0
SonRise Church 6,415 0

Soul Discovery 9,423 0
Spence 20,666 0
St. Mary's Mssionary 0 0
Union 0 0
World Mission 1,200 0
Total  $481,432 $272

Mid-Maryland Association
Antioch Korean 640 0
Bethany Lane 0 0
Bethel 58,544 0
Church of New Nations 0 0
Columbia B. Fellowship 771 3,176
Columbia Chinese 800 0
Cornerstone 1,125 25
Covenant Korean 400 0
Covenant, Ellicott City 36,282 0
CrossLife Community 4,945 0
Elders 60,957 0
Elkridge 7,972 0
Faith Family, Finksburg 16,235 0
Faith Renewal 310 0
FBC, Savage 7,399 18
Forest 373 0
Fountain Community 2,375 0
Friendship 82,280 0
Gethsemane 35,502 3,132
Gethsemane Korean 1,680 0
Gunpowder 30,015 0
Hampstead 200 0
Hanover Fellowship Church 2,833 0
Hope 27,587 25
Hope Fellowship, Greenbelt 1,976 0
Horizon 150 400
Hosanna Korean 1,200 0
House On The Rock 411 0
Iglesia Christiana Columbia 2,775 0
Iglesia Hispana, Reisterstown 116 0
Infinite Legacy 324 0
Laurel (Korean) 300 0
Liberty 21,450 0
Linthicum 13,998 0
Manchester 4,200 0
Mason Dixon 13,500 0
Metanoia Church 1,779 0
Mount Airy 31,978 0
Nadulmok Community 650 0
Northwest 40,593 0
Open Korean 250 0
Real Life Fellowship 694 0
Rolling Hills 2,817 0
South Columbia 114,979 0
Tamil Christian 0 0
Taneytown 17,655 0
Tri-County 3,000 0
Tyrannus Korean 12,000 0
Westminster 62,787 0
Total  $728,807 $6,775
  
  
Montgomery Association
Agape BC of Washngton 1,300 0
Ashton 18,341 0
Awakenings Community, DC 632 0
Barnesville 21,488 0
Berkland 1,200 0
Burtonsville 18,480 202
Calverton 2,542 0
Christian 0 0
Colesville 12,510 0
Crossroads Montgomery County 0 0
Disciples Fellowship Int'l 2,170 0
EB du Calvaire 500 0
Ebenezer Church, SBC 700 0
FBC, Damascus 6,772 0
FBC, Rockville 72,414 0
Fellowship, S.Spring 900 0
First Hispanic, Adelphi 0 0
Georgia Avenue 49,520 801
Germantown 19,620 0
Glen Echo 0 0
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Why we give to CP...
We support the Cooperative Program because we know 

that collectively we are stronger than we are individually. 
We know that God has positioned us as one little piece 

of what He is doing on a global scale. God’s work is much 
bigger than our perspective.  —Mike Logsdon, 

senior pastor, First Church, Easton, Md.
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Global Mission 78,768 0
Glory Korean 200 0
God's Flock Korean 0 0
Greenridge 121,095 0
Hoi Tranh 1,807 0
IB Alpha & Omega 0 0
IB Emmanuel 765 0
IBH de Gaithersburg 360 0
IBH de Rockville 0 0
Kensington 462 0
Korean of Washington 0 0
Liberty Korean 300 0
Maryland Chinese Mission 600 0
Montgomery 0 0
Montgomery Chinese 2,400 0
Montrose 0 0
MorningStar Community 0 0
New Life Korean 800 0
Nuriel 0 0
Olney 13,991 0
Parker Memorial 0 0
Phillippine Int'l 2,600 0
Poolesville 500 0
Redland 22,654 0
Seven Locks 150 938
Sizang Burmese Mission 1,536 0
The Church Upcounty 400 0
Travilah 2,541 200
Trinity Baptist Chinese 0 0
Upper Seneca 7,098 0
Viers Mill 12,726 0
Viers Mill Spanish 0 0
Wheaton Woods 0 0
Wildwood 5,319 0
Total  $506,161 $2,141
  
Potomac Association 
Bayside 10,476 1,110
Callaway 5,556 0
Calvert/Charles Co. Hispanic 1,668 0
Christian Family 1,200 0
Christian Fellowship Calvert 0 0
Christian Unity 0 0
Cobb Island 1,160 0
Dunkirk 44,234 0
Emmanuel, Huntingtown 7,752 0
Faith Family Fellow., Waldorf 51 0
FBC, La Plata 20,167 0
FBC, St. Charles 28,807 0
FBC, Waldorf 65,656 0
FBC, Welcome 2,852 0
Grace, Bryans Road 12,215 0
Hughesville 21,360 0
Indian Head 10,518 0
Joy Christian Fellowship 454 0
Kingdom 0 0
Leonardtown 73,180 0
Lexington Park 41,856 0
Lighthouse 2,200 0
Logos Korean Baptist 0 0
Marbury 26,753 0
Maryland Point 3,621 0
Ministry of Christ in Love 2,091 0
Nanjemoy 13,053 804
Potomac Heights 44,972 0
Southern Calvert 17,636 2,008
The Potter's Place 2,140 0
Trinity 10,102 20
White Plains 25,516 0
Total  $497,245 $3,942
  
Prince Georges Association
Abyssinia 800 0
Atlantic Street 0 0
Belair 0 0
Berean 0 0
Berwyn 25,775 0
Bowie Holy Spirit 0 0
Calvary, Upper Marlboro 0 0
Cedar 0 0
Cedron Brook 50 0
Central 0 0

Christ Creative 25 0
Christ's Community 500 0
Church of Great Commission 0 0
Clinton 1,265 0
Clinton Korean 300 0
Cornerstone Peaceful 500 0
Cresthill 11,306 7,562
El Bethel 3,100 0
Emmanuel, Laurel 18,750 0
Expectation Bible 0 0
Faith Community 100 0
Faith, Laurel 5,000 0
FBC, Beltsville 4,025 0
FBC, Capitol Heights 3,500 1,150
FBC, Laurel 108,161 0
FBC, Mount Ranier 9,004 0
FBC, Suitland 26,723 1,769
FBC, Temple Hills 165 0
First Vietnamese 0 0
Forestville New Redeemer 1,000 0
Freedom Way 0 0
Galilee 1,700 0
Glenn Dale 3,583 0
Good Shepherd 1,500 0
Greater Fellowship 0 0
Greater Spiritual 350 0
Greenbelt 4,509 0
Holy House Community 0 0
Infinity 2,675 0
Jesus Christ Good Shepherd 55 0
Joshua Bible 652 0
Kent 18,558 0
Kettering 25,000 0
Landover Hills 21,830 0
LeDetroit 1,000 0
Little David 0 0
Maryland 0 0
Maryland City 8,550 0
Meadows 0 0
Mt. Sinai 0 0
New Bethel Bethesda 9,455 0
New Bible Church 600 75
New Fellowship 0 0
New Hope of PG 1,500 0
New Horizons, Landover 0 0
New Image 300 0
New Solid Rock 0 0
New Song Bible Fellowship 0 0
New Zion 0 0
Open Bible Deaf 500 0
Oxon Hill 3,000 0
Riverside, Oxon Hill 0 89
Sharon Bible Fellowship 0 0
Solid Rock, DC 0 0
St. James 0 0
St. James Inspiratnl 0 0
Tabernacle 50 0
Threshing Floor 5 5
Tumaini 1,000 0
Unity 25 0
Uplift 0 0
Victory Filipino 0 0
Victory Temple 0 0
Village 800 0
Washington Street 0 0
West Hyattsville 0 0
Whitehall 43,017 260
Total  $370,263 $10,910
  
Susquehanna Association
Aberdeen Korean 1,520 0
Bel Air Korean 0 0
Bel Forest 9,437 0
Calvary, Bel Air 93,636 0
Calvary, Rising Sun 9,045 112
Carsins Run 500 0
Church at Riverside 13,235 0
Conowingo 37,876 0
Dublin Missionary 2,020 0
Edgewood 2,001 0
Faith Southern 0 0
FBC, Aberdeen 4,660 0

FBC, Elkton 12,981 8,116
FBC, Havre de Grace 15,385 0
FBC, Kingsville 829 0
FBC, North East 20,480 0
FBC, Perryville 23,082 0
Grace Community 1,394 363
Iglesia Bautista Principe Paz 20 0
Maple View 6,556 0
Mount Wolf Community 2,500 0
North Harford 31,329 25
Oak Grove 295,659 0
Pathways 1,350 0
Pine Grove 46 0
Pleasant View 34,415 0
Porters Grove 615 0
Prince of Peace 1,906 0
Real Life Church 400 0
Room at the Cross 116 116
Towne 39,485 0
Vision 600 0
Total  $663,078 $8,732
  
Western Association 
Christ Memorial 6,123 0
Cumberland Community 5,336 0
Deep Creek 4,489 0
Ebenezer Full Gospel 300 0
FBC, Cumberland 2,400 0
FBC, Keyser 1,247 112
FBC, Westernport 5,593 0
Ferndale 0 0
First English 5,967 0
Grace, Cumberland 12,080 0
Graceland 2,936 0
LaVale 7,707 0
Little Meadows 896 0
Oldtown 2,184 0
Pleasant View 9,304 0
Rush 0 0
Second 11,748 0
Stoney Run 2,242 0
Welsh Memorial 3,459 0
Total  $84,011 $112
  
BCM/D Non-Associational
Alpha 200 0
Baltimore Chinese 2,895 0
Church of the Wonderful Light 360 0
CrossRoads Comm., Harford 1,310 0
Disciples Bible 0 0
Emmanuel United 0 0
Faith Baptist, Cambridge 0 0
FBC, Baltimore 0 0
First Christ United 0 0
First Haitian Berachah 0 0
Germantown Korean 880 0
Good News Bible 0 0
Grace, Baltimore 0 0
Grace, Westminster 250 0
Hanuri Korean 0 0
Huber Memorial 0 0
Huntingdon 0 0
Ichthus Mission 400 0
Kendall 9,552 0
Life Church, SBC 160 0
Living Word Bible 0 0
Maryland Korean Church of Love 0 0
Memorial Heights 18,279 0
Merritt Park Baptist 0 0
Miracle Korean 0 0
Mt. Calvary 0 0
New Beginnings Bible 175 0
New Covenant Fellowship 0 0
Onnuri Korean 180 0
Progressive First, Baltimore 50 0
United 11,074 170
University 1,000 0
Washington Sung Hyun 150 100
Total  $46,915 $270
  
Total CP and BCM/D Designated  
 $4,976,426 $69,474

 CP BCM/D
 Giving Gifts

 CP BCM/D
 Giving Gifts

 CP BCM/D
 Giving Gifts

BCM/D 
April & May Events

 
April

1-2  “Elevate!” Conference (for church 
planters of churches 3 to 7 years old), 
BRMC (ext. 225)

4-5  “Shine” 2008 Ministers Wives 
Retreat, Annapolis, Md. (ext. 205)

5- Disaster Relief Basic Training-
Feeding Unit, Calvary Church, Bel Air, 
Md. (ext. 226)

19- Disaster Relief Basic Training-
Feeding Unit, Middle River Church, 
Baltimore, Md. (ext. 226)

24 “Growing an Evangelistic Prayer 
Ministry” with Elaine Helms, BRMC 
(ext.  224)

26- Disaster Relief Basic Training-
Feeding Unit, New Song Bible 
Fellowship, Bowie, Md. (ext. 226)

26  2008 Regional Safety & 
Security Conference for Eastern 
and Delaware Associations, First 
Southern Church, Dover, Del. (ext. 
226)

29   “What Every Pastor Ought to 
Know” Conference, Adrian Rogers 
Institute, North Harford Church, 
Jarrettsville, Md. (ext. 217)

May

2-3  Deacons Touching Lives, 
Meeting Needs & Sharing Christ 
through Ministry Evangelism, South 
Shore Church, Crownsville, Md. (ext. 
213)

3- Disaster Relief Basic Training-
Feeding Unit, Hughesville Church, 
Hughesville, Md. (ext. 226)

16-17  “Breathless” BCM/D Women’s 
Conference, Faith, Glen Burnie, Md. 
(ext. 252)

For detailed information, 
go to www.bcmd.org/calendar or 
call 1-800-466-5290 and dial the 

extension listed.



By Rianna Freeman  

BIRMINGHAM, Ala.— Their 
parents are half a world away and 
many of them are left with nothing. 
On Feb, 5th, a tornado ripped through 
Union University destroying 13 dorms 
and leaving over 100 students stunned 
and bruised—including the children 
of missionaries (MK), whose parents 
are thousands of miles away on the 
missions field. 

WMU® and the WMU Foundation 
immediately responded by dispersing 
a $10,000 grant through its HEART 
Fund to aid the MKs affected by this 
disaster. Candy Phillips, executive 
director of Tennessee WMU, said, 
“They are all accounted for and are 
in safe, warm places with food to eat; 
but some have just the clothes on their 
backs.” 

The grant from the HEART Fund 
will assist MK students in meeting 
basic needs, such as food and clothing. 

It will also be used to repair cars and 
replace books and computers. 

International Mission Board 
missionary Bert Yates emphasizes the 
extra difficulties MKs may have. “MKs 
have to pretty much carry everything 
to campus with them as their parents 
aren’t nearby . . . they often have things 
on campus that American kids would 
leave at home.” 

“Several years ago our daughter, 
Jennifer, was a student on a campus 
in eastern North Carolina when 
hurricanes hit and resulted in massive 
flooding. From her experiences we 
learned that MKs have extra problems 
as they can’t simply run home when the 
campus is closed. They also don’t have 
parents nearby to provide the needed 
money to cover expenses and purchase 
needed clothes, etc., when they have 
to be evacuated from campus without 
anything,” Mrs. Yates recalls.

Through the HEART Fund grant, 
WMU hopes to help these students 

and their missionary families begin 
to rebuild their lives as swiftly as 
possible. WMU Foundation president, 
David George, stated, “We are making 
our grant through Tennessee WMU, 
and they will be working with Carl 
White (MK Volunteer Sponsor at 
Union University) to make sure it is 
used effectively and quickly.” 

The HEART Fund, Humanitarian 
Emergency Aid for Rebuilding 
Tomorrow, was established in 2002 in 
response to the events of September 
11 to help with disaster relief and 
emergency needs where Christians 
are involved. Prior to this, WMU 
had no way to assist WMU leaders in 
humanitarian emergencies. 

WMU Foundation president, David 
George, anticipates that additional 
grants will be made to the relief efforts 
at Union as new needs are identified 
and additional funds become available. 
States and individuals are welcome to 
be involved. “South Carolina WMU 

has just sent a significant gift to the 
WMU Foundation to assist MKs at 
Union who are originally from their 
state,” reported George. Additional 
gifts to the HEART Fund may be sent 
to WMU Foundation, 100 Missionary 
Ridge, Birmingham, AL 35242. 

Vicky Anderson, Tennessee WMU 
leadership development specialist, 
is overwhelmed with the generous 
outpouring of God’s people wanting 
to help. “It has been a blessing . . . 
and these students at Union are so 
thankful for WMU.”  
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By Gayla Parker

In Africa there is a proverb that 
says, “If you want to go fast, go 
alone; if you want to go far, go 

with friends.” There is much we can 
learn from that 
little saying.  

In the 21st 
century, it is 
very easy to get 
all caught up 
in the going 
“fast.” We time 
everything…the 
drive to work, a 
race (running, 
walking, driving, 
or on a horse), 
test taking, meal 
preparation and 
more. 

The mind set 
being the faster 
the better. There 

are times when fast is certainly 
appropriate such as in a professional 
race or more importantly in a medical 
emergency. But maybe there are 
times that it might be better to plan 
on going far rather on going fast.

Jesus, during His days of ministry, 

set the example of going with friends. 
He formed a group that we have 
learned to call the twelve disciples. 
Jesus had the power to do each and 
every ministry all on His own, but 
He chose to spend His three years 
with this group of twelve men. Why? 
They did not always get along. They 
did not always understand Jesus. 
They sometimes made incredible 
mistakes. But in spite of all of that 
Jesus knew that this was the best 
way to go “far.” One day He would be 
gone but the twelve would remain. 
The twelve would become hundreds, 
and the hundreds, thousands and the 
thousands, millions. And the message 
of Jesus would “go far.”

As Southern Baptist we have found 
a way to make a dollar go far through 
the Cooperative Program. Every 
Southern Baptist church chooses the 
percentage of the weekly offering 
that will be sent to the cooperative 
program. Once those dollars arrive to 
the Cooperative Program budget, they 
are divided between mission agencies, 
seminaries, Southern Baptist Con-
vention and State Conventions; the 
largest portion, 72 percent, of the 
dollars going to the mission agencies. 
So what do the dollars do once they 

get there?
It is through cooperative dollar 

monies that IMB and NAMB 
missionaries receive their salaries. 
Just imagine, over 20,000 missionaries 
have a monthly salary because of those 
dollars! There is not a single church 
anywhere in the world that could pull 
that off, not even the Saddlebacks or 
Willow Creeks of the world have the 
money to provide a monthly salary for 
that many missionaries. But Southern 
Baptists together can make it happen 
and do make it happen every single 
month. Together, we go far.

The ministries of the missionaries 
are supported through our special 
offerings, such as the Lottie Moon, 
Annie Armstrong and State Missions 
offerings. No matter how much money 
comes in for ministries without 
the Cooperative Program monies 
the missionaries would not have 
salaries and could not remain on the 
field. That is how the offerings work 
together to support both missionary 
and ministry.

Today, together as Southern 
Baptists, we have missionaries in 
more countries than we can name 
and in every state in America. 
Missionaries who are able to spend 

100 percent of their time focused on 
reaching the lost around the world 
because of our provisions through 
cp giving. As a former missionary, I 
remember missionaries serving with 
other agencies who spent almost half 
of their time raising funds to insure 
a monthly salary. Each time I heard 
their stories, I was so thankful that 
someone many years ago decided that 
Southern Baptists would come up with 
a way to go far rather than go fast.

Some years ago, a writer for 
children, Sylvia DeLoach, called our 
Cooperative Program dollars, the 
bionic dollar. That is a wonderful 
description! Because of what we do 
together our dollars really do become 
“bionic” and do more than most of us 
can even begin to imagine; millions 
have come to know Christ through 
those “bionic” dollars.

What about your church? How 
many of your church dollars are 
becoming “bionic” dollars? It is my 
prayer that as Southern Baptists we 
will be much more concerned with 
“going far” than with going “fast” 
and take a chance of missing the 
generations yet to come. 

If you want to go far...

Gayla Parker
WMU Executive 
Director/WMU,

SBC Missions 
Innovator Specialist,
BCM/D Missionary for 
Missions Education/

Customization

WMU makes $10,000 grant to assist MKs at Union University

Baltimore, Md.
June 21-25



April 2008 Your world...  Page 17 

LOCAL

Location Type of 
Ministry

Description Volunteers 
needed

Contact Person(s) Dates of 
Project

Cumberland, MD Fair ministry Servant evangelism at Baby Comfort 
Station

1-5 Kenny Heath
wbamd@juno.com; 301-729-6966

July 21-26

McHenry, MD Fair ministry Servant evangelism at Baby Comfort 
Station 

1-5 Kenny Heath
wbamd@juno.com; 301-729-6966

Aug. 11-16

Baltimore, MD Various Family FEST - Prayer walking, social 
ministries and repairs

Unlimited Kristy Carr
kcarr@wmu.org; 205-991-4097
Earl Gray
egray@embracebaltimore.com

June 21-25

Dover, DE Servant 
Evangelism

NASCAR races Any 
number

Cody Whittaker
cody@delawarebaptist.com
302-670-4931

May 30- 
June 1

Sept. 19-21

Delaware locations Backyard Bible 
Clubs

Lead clubs with Spanish speaking 
children

4-12 Jim McBride
jim@delawarebaptist.com
302-741-2488

Throughout 
the summer

Baltimore area Various Prayer walking, servant evangelism, 
block parties, construction, etc.

Varies with 
project

Jaimee LaFave
jlafave@embracebaltimore.com; 
443-219-2545

Ongoing

Winchester, KY Construction, 
various

Appalachian community - servant 
evangelism, children and youth 
ministry, construction

Any 
number

Dale Hanson
preachdh1@yahoo.com; 859-771-5660

Spring-
summer

Lexington, KY Youth and 
children

Sports camps, music/arts camps, 
Backyard Bible clubs, block parties

Any 
number

Sandra Williams
Sandra@elkhorn.org; 859-254-7747

Summer

NATIONAL

Kentucky locations Home repair Youth missions - similar to World 
Changers

Any 
number

Peggy or Becki
baptistment@kybaptist.org
502-489-3527

June 7-14
June 21-28
July 5-12

Gulf Coast VBS, Church 
planting, 
construction

Mid-Maryland coordinated trip Any 
number

Cheryl Clymer
wecare@wecare.org; 410-290-7156

July 6-13
Sept. 6-12

Charlotte, NC Shoebox 
ministry

Mid-Maryland sponsored trip to 
Samaitan's Purse to prepare shoeboxes

Any 
number

Cheryl Clymer
wecare@wecare.org; 410-290-7156

Dec. 4-7

INTERNATIONAL

Scotland Bruce Revel 410-749-1820 May 16-26

Scotland Joe McGraw June 26-
July 10

Central Asia Servant 
Evangelism

Work in major urban area with children, 
creative ministry and sports outreach

Up to 10 Thom Thornton
tthornton@bcmd.org; 443-463-6355

July 14-28

Scotland Ralph Batykefer 410-838-9898 July 18 - 28

Puebla, Mexico VBS VBS for 500 children per day 
coordinated by Friendship Church, 
Sykesville

Any 
number

John Hevey
410-781-7036
Cheryl Clymer
wecare@wecare.org; 410-290-7156

July 26 -
Aug. 3

If God has laid a particular place or people group on your heart, we would be glad to assist you in connecting with opportunities 
to serve in that place or with that people group. Please contact Freddy Parker at (410) 290-5290 ext. 215 for international ministry opportunities.

2008 Mission Opportunities: You can make a difference!
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By Shannon Baker
BCM/D National Correspondent

BALTIMORE, Md.—Nestled on 
the invisible line between the past 
and the future in South Baltimore’s 
Brooklyn community stands the new 
offices of Open Door Community 
Development Corporation, a 
nonprofit community service 
organization that seeks to offer 
hope across the changing urban 
landscape.

Located in a house adjacent 
to First Church, Brooklyn, Open 
Door seeks to bridge the gap 
between existing community 
residents and the vast influx of 
newcomers, who are mostly the poor 
and working poor who are being 
displaced from downtown Baltimore 
neighborhoods.

“South Baltimore’s Brooklyn is 
a proud but anxious community,” 
explains Bill Simpson, Open Door’s 
executive director. “Brooklyn [once 
considered a suburb away from the 
inner city] is not a community in 
crisis. It is a community in change.”

With all the changes, residents 
are worried about the future of 
their neighborhoods. They are 
concerned about the morale of their 
community. 

In this past year, Simpson 
admits he’s been asked on several 
occasions, “What are you going to do 
for us so that our kids will want to 
stay in the community?” 

In 2006, an independent study 
by the Percept Group, a national 
demographic and ethnographic 
research organization, found four 
challenges facing the urban poor in 
this Baltimore locale. 

According to the findings, the 
community stress conditions are 
“critically high.” Sixty percent of 
residents have “little or no faith 
involvement.” The education 
attainment level is “extremely low.” 
Finally, the basic family structure is 
“extremely nontraditional.”

Overall, the entire city of 
Baltimore presents an even bleaker 
picture.

According to a recent study 
conducted by the Bill and Melinda 
Gates Foundation, 65 percent of 
young children are not ready to 

begin school. And in seemingly 
direct correlation, the high school 
dropout rate is at 62 percent. 

From Baltimore media accounts, 
23 percent of the population is at or 
below the national poverty rate. 

“This is indicative of a city in 
crisis,” Simpson says, pointing to the 
comprehensive needs in the greater 

Baltimore area.

Accordingly, Simpson and his 
staff members point to Prov. 13:12 
as Open Door’s scriptural mandate: 
“Hope deferred makes the heart 
sick, but a longing fulfilled is a 
tree of life.”

“For the typical American, there 
is a sense of hope that tomorrow will 
be better,” he explains. “But for the 
urban poor there is no such hope.”

The Open Door team knows the 
task before them is monumental. 
Realizing the enormity of it all, they 
have realistic short-term goals.

“We want to help people do 
better next month than last month,” 
Simpson says. “We want to provide 
education, motivation and inspiration 
so that all people feel better about 
themselves and their futures.”

He adds, “We’re not a social 
services agency. We are not a ‘hand-
out’ society. We’re a ‘helping up’ 
society. We want to help a struggling 
family to do better next year.”

Simpson, who has been 
developing a board over the past two 
years while studying Baltimore’s 

various needs, believes that the 
Church in America can help resolve 
issues among the poor. He sees 
Matthew 25, where Jesus commends 
those who feed and clothe the poor, 
as the right way to approach the 
complex situations.

“We want to help facilitate 
greater social proximity between 
the urban poor and the Church in 

America,” Simpson notes, asserting 
that the local church is in the 
best position to holistically help 
individuals. 

Currently, Open Door is 
developing partnerships with area 
churches as well as businesses and 
community groups to help develop 
the dream of a better community. 
First Church, Brooklyn, and 
The Church at Covenant Park in 
Ellicott City, Md., have been strong 
advocates of the work, as has the 
Baptist Convention of Maryland/
Delaware and Embrace Baltimore.

“Open Door is enormously 
appreciative for the generosity and 
missional spirit of First Baptist 
Church, Brooklyn, led by Pastor 
Louis Paradiso, and the Church at 
Covenant Park, led by Pastor Danny 
Crow,” Simpson affirms.

Open Door seeks to open its 
doors to develop a Community 
Campus, where civic organizations 
can use the facility for meetings, 
where senior citizens can come and 

interact with each other and where 
moms can come and spend time 
with other moms in a stress-free 
environment.

The organization also seeks 
to develop a Community Corps 
component, much like the Peace 
Corps or AmeriCorps model, which 
seeks to match volunteers with 
opportunities to address critical 
needs in communities.

“We want to be a place where 
the churches [and other groups] 
can learn to interact and take back 
to their communities what they’ve 
learned. We also want to be a place 
where people of different faiths can 
work together,” Simpson shares.

Like other nonprofits, Open Door 
is only made possible through the 
generous donations of organizations 
and individuals. 

For more information on 
how you can partner in this 

vital work, contact Open Door 
at (410) 354-1220, bsimpson@

opendoorbaltimore.org or online at 
www.opendoorbaltimore.org. 

Organization seeks to be an ‘Open Door’ to Baltimore communities

Bill Simpson, executive director of Open Door Community Development Corporation 
in Baltimore, Md. “How else could you 

get more than 44,000 
independent churches to 
work interdependently 
together except in a 
Cooperative Program? 
Because the Cooperative 
Program was created by 
churches, serves churches, 
and is supervised by 
churches, I have confidence 
that our CP giving is well 
used. I would never be able 
to inspect the huge variety 
of ministries and training it 
sustains. What I personally 
see only confirms the 
wisdom of our decision to 
support the Cooperative 
Program.”

—John Gauger, pastor
First Church, Perryville

Why we give to CP...
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By Shannon Baker
BCM/D National Correspondent

BALTIMORE, Md.—Nearly 
1,400 students, armed with orange 
armbands saying, "Will you BTC 
[Be the Church]?" participated in 
this year's Student Evangelism Con-
ference, "Uncharted," held at Mount 
Pleasant Church and Ministries in 
Baltimore, March 7-8.

Sponsored by the Baptist Con-
vention of Maryland/Delaware, Un-
charted was designed to challenge 
middle and high school students to 
be bold enough to start a movement.

Accordingly,  this year's conference 
featured a whole new component, an 
afternoon of service throughout the 
Metro-Baltimore area. 

Students worked with various 
local churches to help clean up area 
neighborhoods, hand out free snack 
packs in businesses, prayerwalk and 
otherwise witness for Christ. 

Tracey Scharf, a tenth grader 
from Faith Church, worked with 
Baltimore's New Hope Community 
Church to clean bathrooms in Curtis 
Bay businesses and to clean up trash 
alongside the roads. 

"It was really cool to see the faces 

of people weirded out," Scharf shared, 
explaining that business employees 
couldn't believe that strangers would 
offer to do something they didn't like 
doing—for free! She openly shared 
her reason for doing so: to share the 
love of Jesus in a practical way.

Reflecting later, she exclaimed, 
"Wow! I actually did something 
instead of just talking about it!"

"Uncharted is all about students, 
who are willing to risk forging into 
uncharted areas of ministry and 
witnessing in order to bring people 
to Jesus," shared Maina Mwaura, 
BCM/D's missionary for student and 
children's evangelism. 

"Uncharted was designed to equip 
students to minister to other people in 
areas outside the students’ norm and 
challenge them to be bold enough to 
start a movement," he said.

Jonathan Evans, fullback for 
the Buffalo Bills, pointed to the Old 
Testament 's 
King David, 
whom the 
Bible says was 
"a man who 
served the 
purposes of 
God in his 

generation" (Acts 13:36).
"There is too much 

back and forth with this 
generation," he noted. "We 
pull back on the reins, but 
God is saying, 'Let the reins 
go and let Me control your 
life.'"

Explaining that serving 
one's own purposes is like a 
dog chasing its tail, 
he added, "Don't 
you understand that 
what you are doing is 
running for something 
that can't satisfy?"

Evans went on to 
say that he is not a 
professional football 
player just to be a 
professional football 
player. 

"I show what God 
looks like when God 
scores a touchdown," 

‘Uncharted’ Student Evangelism Conference off the charts

From top, right to left: Hip hop artist Devin Turner; worship 
leader Joel Engle; Severna Park Church eighth grader Cole Murphy at Open Door; 
youth leader prays over student; NFL fullback, Jonathan Evans; Maina Mwaura 
addresses crowd; Shawn Robinson of Infinity Church shares about his ministry 
as an activist in Baltimore;  Tracey Scharf, of Faith Baptist Church does servant 
evangelism in Curtis Bay; Jonathan Steingard of Hawk Nelson in concert; and 
various students gather together in prayer and worship. Photos by Shannon Baker

continued on page 23
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Stewardship emphasis well timed for culture
By Erin Roach
Baptist Press

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP)--
The Southern Baptist Convention's 
renewed stewardship emphasis is 
well-timed for the culture because "It's 
a New Day" is gaining momentum just 
as the nation's economy is slowing.

Ashley Clayton, associate vice 
president for stewardship at the SBC 
Executive Committee, noted, "When 
you look at the economy around us, 
the sagging real estate market and 
the mortgage companies that are 
failing and having to be bailed out by 
the government and by large banks, 
the cutting of interest rates, all of 
this is an attempt to bolster a sagging 
economy that frankly is laboring 
under debt. Debt is what's driving it."

In the It's a New Day initiative, 
Clayton said, "[W]e undertook to 
address personal finances, helping 
people get out of debt, and what we're 
finding is the timing for this initiative 
seems to be right because people are 
very aware of the problem in their 
own lives and in the lives of people 
around them."

are in more debt than ever, and 
the unfortunate truth, he said, is 
that the conditions inside the church 
are not any different than they are 
outside the church.

The SBC annual meeting in San 
Antonio last summer was like Day 
1 for It's a New Day, Clayton said, 
because that's when it started gaining 
momentum as pastors and churches 
became aware of the renewed 
stewardship emphasis.

"From that point forward, we 
began to see a lot of traction from 

churches across the convention," he 
said. "As a matter of fact, we believe 
that there are close to 1,000 churches 
who have implemented It's a New Day 
resources in their church."

In most of those churches, 
pastors have utilized the four-week 
stewardship messages prepared for 
them by Crown Financial Ministries, 
a partner with the Executive 
Committee for It's a New Day.

A good number of churches, 
Clayton said, now are implementing 
the 10-week small group studies 
that Crown offers, and pastors are 
attending one-day financial freedom 
conferences sponsored by the EC and 
Crown. Those conferences, Clayton 
said, are proving to be more successful 
than the two-day regional conferences 
that required pastors to give more of 
their time.

At the one-day conferences, pastors 
and church staff are introduced to the 
Crown budgeting system and then 
are led through a conference notebook 
to learn how to establish a personal 
budget and get out of debt.

"The result of this is we're seeing 
pastors engaging in a personal journey 
of financial freedom for themselves 
and we see these pastors then going 
back to their churches to be a catalyst 
for change," Clayton said. "We feel 
like we've hit on a way to engage our 
pastors, as many as we can across the 
convention."

The stewardship emphasis also 
has the potential to be an effective 
evangelism strategy, Clayton said. 
More than 17,000 professions of faith 
were recorded among people in North 
America who enrolled in the Crown 
Financial Ministries 10-week small 

group study. Clayton expects a similar 
benefit to the Kingdom as Southern 
Baptists invite their communities to 
study God's Word with them, using 
the topic of financial freedom as a 
springboard.

Upcoming one-day conferences 
for pastors and church staff are in 
Phoenix March 11, Indianapolis 
March 27 and Portland, Ore., 
April 3. Visit www.sbc.net/newday 
for a complete list. Various state 
conventions are planning additional 
It's a New Day-related events to allow 
as many pastors to attend as possible, 
Clayton said.

Also, the stewardship office has 
started to consult with Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Fort Worth, Texas, about involving 
students in a personal journey of 
financial freedom.

"Ultimately we intend to go to 
all six seminary campuses and try 
to get our young leaders to avoid the 
mistakes of so many of our pastors, 
so they don't find themselves in debt," 
Clayton said. "We're trying to engage 
early on to get our young seminary 
students to implement good financial 
practices in their own families.

"What we're discovering is we're 
graduating seminary students with 
a large amount of student loan debt, 
credit card debt and frankly not 
prepared to be financially free as they 
become pastors and church leaders," 
he added. "We're trying to get ahead 
of the game instead of coming in on 
the back end and trying to help people 
who've already found themselves in 
trouble."

Another key element of the 
stewardship emphasis is the Executive 

Committee's partnership with Crown 
Financial and Holman Bible Outreach 
International, a division of Broadman 
& Holman, to produce an It's a New 
Day New Testament with 30 days of 
devotions addressing finances.

"Churches are selling them or 
giving them to their church members 
in preparation for the It's a New Day 
four-week sermon series," Clayton 
said. "They're priced to be affordable 
when purchased in bulk. You can buy 
them for 75 cents when purchased 
by the case. They retail in the store 
for $1.50. These have been very 
popular among pastors and churches 
to prepare people for a church-wide 
emphasis."

The Executive Committee is 
continuing its partnership with 
PhilanthroCorp, the Colorado-based 
planned giving specialists, to equip 
churches with tools for guiding 
church members in Christian estate 
planning. Clayton said at least four 
state Baptist foundations and several 
large churches have partnered 
directly with PhilanthroCorp to assist 
in planned giving.

"[Missiologist] Ed Stetzer has said 
that doing a financial emphasis in 
your church might be the best cultural 
bridge that churches have," Clayton 
said, referring to LifeWay Christian 
Resources' director of research. 
"When it comes to being authentic 
and relating to the world around you, 
you hang out a sign that says, 'Get out 
of debt here,' 
and people 
will line up 
around your 
b u i l d i n g . "

National CP giving: 1.2 percent ahead of 2007 pace
By Baptist Press Staff

 
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP)—

Year-to-date contributions through 
the Southern Baptist Convention’s 
Cooperative Program are 1.25 
percent ahead of the same time 
frame in February 2007, according 
to a news release from SBC 
Executive Committee President and 
Chief Executive Officer Morris H. 
Chapman.

As of Feb. 29, the year-to-
date total of $88,174,995.22 for 

Cooperative Program (CP) missions 
is $1,089,443.37 ahead of the 
$87,085,551.85 received at the 
same point in 2007. For the month, 
receipts of $20,475,432.60 were 3.74 
percent, or $738,638.79, ahead of the 
$19,736,793.81 received in February 
2007.

Designated giving of 
$99,327,891.74 for the same year-
to-date period is 6.27 percent, 
or $5,861,061.00, above gifts of 
$93,466,830.74 received at this 
point last year. The $60,282,863.86 

in designated gifts received last 
month is $3,852,299.35 above the 
$56,430,564.51 received in February 
2007, an increase of 6.83 percent.

For the SBC Cooperative 
Program Allocation Budget, the year-
to-date total of $88,174,995.22 is 
105.49 percent of the $83,583,973.45 
budgeted to support Southern Baptist 
ministries globally and across North 
America. The SBC operates on an 
Oct. 1-Sept. 30 fiscal year.

During the last fiscal year 
Southern Baptists surpassed for the 

first time the $400 million mark in 
combined Cooperative Program and 
designated giving. Gifts through 
the Cooperative Program by SBC 
churches reached $205.7 million 
during the fiscal year spanning 
Oct. 1, 2006, to Sept. 30, 2007, 
while designated gifts, including 
the SBC’s missions offerings, topped 
$204.9 million. CP gifts increased 
2.55 percent during the year while 
designated gifts increased 7.09 
percent. 
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“Dear Counselor” with CentrePointe Counseling, Inc.

“How do I help a deeply troubled friend?”
Dear Counselor:
I have a friend who seems 

deeply troubled. He refuses to 
get help. Is there anything I can 
do to get him to see a Christian 
counselor?

Concerned Friend

Dear Concerned Friend:

Many people who are deeply 
troubled are actually ambivalent 
about getting help. 

Jesus encountered such a person 
at the pool of Bethsaida who had 
been waiting for the moving of the 
water for over 38 years. On the one 
hand, he wanted to be healed. On 
the other hand, his conversation 
with Jesus has the tone of an excuse 
or victimization. 

Jesus simply asks him, “Do you 
want to be made well/whole?” 
(John 5:6) Depending on the level of 
your relationship with your friend, 

you could ask him the same question 
and, then, explore the options for 
getting well if your friend so desires. 
The advantage of this approach, 
if done with compassion, is that it 
sends a signal to your friend that it 
is his responsibility and capability 
to do something. It also keeps you 
from being over-responsible and 
possibly colluding with your friend’s 
lack of motivation by never asking 
the obvious question and giving the 
impression that you will just listen 
ad infinitum.

Another approach would be to 
explore the ambivalence. Since most 
people want help but have hesitation 
at the same time, we can help them 
look at both sides of their feelings. 

There are always advantages 
and disadvantages to the person 
for getting help. They may seem 
peculiar to us, but if we can get them 
to bring these into the light, often 
the motivational balance is tipped as 

a person looks at their own unique 
thinking. 

As you help your friend look at 
his ambivalence (e.g., on the one hand 
I hear you saying this . . . , but on the 
other hand I hear you saying this . . 
. .) help the person explore their own 
values and how not getting help may 
be in conflict with their own values. 

Also, listen for change language 
and reinforce it. For example, if a 
person says, “I was praying the other 
day and it came to me that I could do 
. . . ,” be sure to mirror that back to 
the person and help them be concrete 
about how they might accomplish 
this.

In exploring the ambivalence 
and listening for change language, 
you might find that the person is 
ready for the next level of help, even 
if it is not professional counseling. 

Look for any readiness to 
become involved in a small group 
at church or in an issue appropriate 

community group. See if your friend 
would be willing to talk to his pastor 
if he has one, or to your pastor if not. 
Further, if your friend is ready for a 
professional Christian counselor, be 
ready with a specific referral or two, 
but don’t make the call for him.

Finally, if your friend is in an 
acute crisis (e.g., is suicidal) or is in 
danger of harming others (e.g., often 
drives while drunk) a more direct 
approach is warranted. 

An intervention of family and 
friends may be necessary, mandating 
that your friend get help. Or, you 
may have to call 911 or take them to 
the local emergency room.

Questions may be e-mailed 
to trodgerson@bcmd.org with the 

subject line indicating, “Dear 
Counselor;” or mailed to Dr. Tom 
Rodgerson, 8203 Harford Road, 

Parkville, MD 21234. 

ADMINISTRATIVE/
EXECUTIVE/PERSONAL 
ASSISTANT AVAILABLE—
Experienced, mature, creative, 
hard working professional who 
possesses strong communication & 
writing skills is seeking to partner 
with religious non-profits whose 
busy executives are in need of 
skilled office help on a temporary 
contractual basis. Work product can 
be produced on or off site—the days 
of the virtual assistant are here. Fill 
in when staff is on vacation, or there 
is a job vacancy or, just when an 
extra pair of hands is needed. Areas 
of expertise include Microsoft Word, 
Excel, Quickbooks (basic), Publisher 
& Print Shop. Familiar with 
church etiquette and protocol. For 
information and availability please 
email: contactinapinch@yahoo.com.

CUSTODIAN/MAINTENANCE 
—20 hrs. per week; $10 per hour. 
Duties: Open the building on 
Sunday mornings at 8:30 a.m. 

Maintain floors, dust, and vacuum 
carpets.  Clean the restrooms and 
replenish supplies. Prepare and 
clean baptistery. Empty and remove 
trash. Perform light maintenance. 
Move furniture. Must be able to lift 
50 pounds. Submit your resume to: 
White Marsh Baptist Church, Attn: 
Personnel Committee, P. O. Box 65, 
Perry Hall, MD  21128 

CHILD DEVELOPMENT 
CENTER DIRECTOR —Cresthill 
Baptist Church in Bowie, Md., is 
currently accepting resumes for the 
position of Child Development Center 
Director. Applicants can send their 
resumes to Rev. Bruce M. Conley, 
executive pastor, Cresthill Baptist 
Church 6510 Laurel Bowie Rd. 
Bowie, MD  20715, or to xcopBruce@
aol.com. This is a full-time paid 
staff position. Applicants with prior 
experience or degree(s) in Early Child 
Education are especially encouraged 
to apply. Call (301) 262-4141 for more 
information.

CHURCH SECRETARY - PART 
TIME— Severna Park Baptist 
Church  is seeking upbeat, 
accomplished professional w/
good communication skills who is 
computer literate w/Microsoft Word, 
Excel, Internet, & basic Quickbooks.  
Successful candidate must also 
possess strong organizational & 
people skills, a familiarity with 
office procedures and equipment.  
25 hrs work  week, Monday-Friday.  
Background check required.  Please 
email letter of interest with salary 
history to:  Buzzingu@aol.com. 

YOUTH DIRECTOR —Cresthill 
Baptist Church in Bowie, Md., is 
currently accepting resumes for the 
position of youth director. Applicants 
can send their resumes to Rev. Bruce 
M. Conley, executive pastor, Cresthill 
Baptist Church, 6510 Laurel 
Bowie Rd. Bowie, MD  20715, or to 
xcopBruce@aol.com. This is a part-
time paid staff position. Applicants 
with prior experience and college 

students with a passion for youth 
are encouraged to apply. Call (301) 
262-4141 for more information.

YOUTH PASTOR—South Columbia 
Baptist Church is looking for a youth 
pastor with experience and a Bible 
College or seminary education. Email 
resume to secretary@scbc-md.org.

MAIL, E-MAIL OR FAX YOUR AD 
Deadlines are the second Friday of 
each month for the following month’s 
issue. Classified advertising is 75 
cents per word ($18.00 minimum) 
for BCM/D churches and church 
members; 85 cents per word 
($20.00 minimum) for non-profit 
organizations; and 95 cents per word 
($25.00 minimum) for commercial 
organizations. Word count does not 
include words with two letters or less. 
Contact us for display ad pricing.  
Acceptance of advertising does not 
constitute an endorsement of any 
advertiser’s products or services.

BaptistLIFE Classifieds



By Kenneth Hemphill

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP)—
Recently CBS Sunday Morning news 
devoted a segment to the question of 
whether the Bible teaches tithing. 
The reporter featured a new book by 
Russell Kelly entitled "Should the 
Church Teach Tithing?" As a whole, 
the program had a decidedly negative 
overtone when it came to the biblical 
practice of stewardship we call 
"tithing."

Most of the arguments were 
gathered around a few predictable 
stack-poles. 1) Church leaders have 
used verses taken out of context. 2) 
Pastors have abused the teaching of 
the tithe to manipulate people to give. 
3) The practice of a weekly collection 
is of relatively recent origin. 4) Tithing 
is a part of a legal system while 
believers are under grace. 5) Certain 
televangelists have used the tithe to 
fund their own extravagant lifestyle.

What are we to say about such 
objections?

The program was brief and thus 
only sound bites of much larger 
arguments were broadcast, but it 
is worth our time to look at these 
general objections. Let's look at a 
primary New Testament text where 
Jesus mentions tithing -- Matthew 
23:23. The context is a denunciation 
of the scribes (experts in the Law) and 
the Pharisees (legalists).

Jesus brings seven specific 
charges, each beginning with the 
phrase "Woe to you ..." Following the 
introduction there is a brief cameo 
illustrating their failure to live up to 
the claim to be guardians of the Law. 
The fourth woe involves tithing as 
taught in the Old Testament Law. As 
might be expected, the first century 
legalists had been meticulous in 

observing the law. They had tithed 
their garden herbs. Jesus charged 
that they had neglected the weightier 
matters of justice, mercy, and faith -- 
echoing the summary of true religion 
given by Micah (6:8). Jesus insists 
-- "These things should have been 
done without neglecting the others." 
This passage is not that difficult to 
understand in its present context. The 
mastery of elementary matters such as 
tithing is no excuse to ignore weightier 
issues. Nonetheless, it is obvious that 
Jesus believed and taught that tithing 
was a fundamental aspect of faith.

We must confess that some pastors 
on occasions have used biblical texts 
related to tithing in a manipulative 
manner to raise the budget or to build 
a building. Such behavior should not 
be tolerated, but it does not alter the 
basic biblical teaching. We should 
clearly teach that the stewardship of 
one's entire life is an act of worship 
and celebration. Tithing should not 
be connected to subscribing a budget, 
nor should it be presented as a means 
of receiving financial favor from God.

The historical argument cited 
in the broadcast was based on the 
need of the church to receive weekly 
offerings when the church was no 
longer funded by the state. I would 
insist that the church should never 
have been funded by the government 
in the first place and that a better 
historical marker would be the early 
church, not relatively recent history. 
Recent history contains numerous 
examples of misunderstanding and 
misapplication of biblical teaching, but 
that fact does not alter basic biblical 
teaching. The church should always 
examine its teaching based on biblical 
truth, not historical tradition.

The issue of tithing being a matter 
of the law in a community defined by 

grace misses the mark on several 
points.

First, the tithe preceded the 
giving of the Law. The first mention 
of tithing is found in Genesis 14:20 
where Abram gives Melchizedek 
a tenth of all he had. Abram has 
defeated Chedorlaomer and thus is 
entitled to the spoils taken in battle. 
The contrast in the story is 
telling. The defeated king 
of Sodom wants to make a 
deal with Abram, allowing 
him to keep the goods and 
returning the people to 
him. Melchizedek, on the 
other hand, meets Abram 
on his return and provides 
for his needs, bringing him 
bread and wine. Abram's spontaneous 
gift of the tithe is based on his renewed 
understanding that "God Most High" 
is the possessor of the heaven and 
earth. This is a biblical truth that 
goes back to the beginning chapters 
of Genesis. The spontaneous act of 
tithing was later codified in the Law. 

Second, grace does not negate the 
Law but rather fills it full of meaning. 
If one looks at Jesus' treatment of 
various Old Testament Laws in the 
Sermon on the Mount, we will find 
that He always exceeds the Law by 
internalizing and intensifying it. For 
example, one might outwardly obey 
the Law about murder but yet express 
intense anger toward his brother. 
Now in the Kingdom instituted by 
grace, this person stands guilty (Matt. 
5:21-22). By the way, Jesus actually 
mentions the practice of giving in this 
same context. He indicates that when 
you come to present an offering and 
you remember that your brother has 
something against you, you should 
go and be reconciled to your brother. 
But that is not the end of one's duty 
under grace. He must "then come and 
present your offering" (5:24). It would 
be a disgrace to grace to indicate that 
the person who has received grace 
would do less than one under the 
Law.  

How do we answer the objection 
that "some televangelists" have 
manipulated their hearers and used 
the tithe to fund an extravagant 
lifestyle? We must always stand 
against any and every abuse of 
spiritual authority. But the fact that 
some abuse their office does not 

provide an excuse for us to ignore the 
teaching of Scripture. 

We could point to "charlatans" in 
any and every profession. We might, 
for example, discover that a medical 
doctor has used his profession to fund 
an extravagant lifestyle. First, that 
doesn't mean that most doctors are 
doing the same. Second, it doesn't 

mean that we should 
ignore principles taught by 
legitimate physicians. But 
having said that, church 
leaders should be rigorous 
about good stewardship of 
all the funds over which 
they have responsibility. 
For example, Paul gives 
a detailed description 

of those who will be delivering the 
offering intended for the saints in 
Jerusalem (2 Corinthians 8:16-24). 
Church leaders must practice holistic 
stewardship with absolute integrity. 
After all, everything belongs to the 
King, is intended to advance His 
kingdom and to bring glory to Him 
alone. We are privileged to participate 
in His kingdom activity here on earth 
and we will be privileged to serve him 
for all eternity.  

But "tithing" is not the entire 
story. The Bible teaches that the 
stewardship of all of one's life -- time, 
talents and treasurers. We serve a 
King who has equipped us for kingdom 
service and has thus enabled us to live 
daily in such a manner that we can lay 
up treasures in heaven. Paul actually 
gives clear teaching about how one 
can advance to hilarious grace-
empowered giving (2 Corinthians 
8-9). We should not be content to 
argue about the amount of the tithe; 
we should develop a kingdom lifestyle 
that will enable us to give ourselves 
completely as "living sacrifice" to 
the King. To do so means that we 
will have to deal with issues such as 
our spending habits and unbiblical 
debt.  God is concerned about how 
we manage all of the resources that 
He has placed at our disposal. Don't 
become a modern-day Pharisee and 
believe that the tithe exempts you 
from "weightier matters."  

Kenneth S. Hemphill is the SBC's 
national strategist for Empowering 

Kingdom Growth.
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Why we give to CP...
As a church plant we obviously feel very strongly about the 
value of changing the world we live in through planting new 
congregations. The Cooperative Program tangibly supports 
the values we hold dear as a church and as Christians.

—Reid Sterrett, Soul Discovery Church, Salisbury, MD
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By Tim Durkin
Baptist Family & Children's Services

BALTIMORE, Md.—To better 
serve the homeless families of 
Central Maryland, Baptist Family 
has opened a second transitional 
housing unit. For many years, the 
agency has operated one very busy 
unit in Ellicott City.  

Transitional housing is a way of 
keeping families safe and 
together during a severe 
housing crisis. Highly 
motivated families, 
referred to Baptist Family 
from churches or shelters, 
move into a stable and 
safe apartment or home 
for a period of up to two 
years.

According to a study 
published by the Urban 
Institute, there are over 
7,000 transitional housing 
programs in America. 
These programs offer 
220,000 beds.

There is a renewed 
focus on the problem of 
homelessness in Balt-
imore. The Open Society Institute, 
citing the 2007 Baltimore City 
Homeless Census, reports that 
there are more than 3,000 homeless 
residents of the city, with women and 
children making up an increasing 
proportion of that total.

Baltimore City, following a 
model of service called “Housing 
First,” has begun a ten-year plan 
to end homelessness. The city is 
using federal and local funds to offer 
affordable leases and public services 
to the chronically homeless. The 
Housing First model stresses that 
a homeless family’s housing crisis 
must be resolved before any other 
substantive and permanent work can 

be done. 
Baptist Family is 

collaborating in this 
effort by bringing 
private funds and 
Christian service to 
bear on the problem. 
Beginning in early 
April 2008, a family 
will reside in a 
comfortable, two-story 
duplex home in the Pen 
Lucy neighborhood 
of Baltimore City. 
While living in this 
transitional home, the 
family will receive 
constant support from 
a Baptist Family staff 
member assigned to 

their case and from a group of local 
church and community leaders and 
volunteers recruited to help. This 
group of volunteers is known as a 
“wraparound team.”

Applicant families are currently 
being evaluated to find the best fit, 

and client confidentiality is strictly 
guarded, so we cannot say much 
about the individual family that will 
be served through this program. 
However, the Urban Institute study 
referenced above also includes some 
national averages that paint a picture 
of the typical homeless family served 
in transitional housing.

Most families come into 
transitional housing from emergency 
shelters. More than a third are 
supported by a family member 
working full-time, and over half have 
full- or part-time workers. These 
working homeless may be victims 
of the rapid rise in “Median Gross 
Rent,” a Census Bureau figure that 
tracks rent levels across the country. 
In the first half of this decade, the 
average rent rose 33.9 percent, while 
average household incomes rose only 
7.9 percent. This disparity may push 
families from the “working poor” 
category into a new one: the “working 
homeless.”

More than two-thirds of these 
families are receiving food stamps, 
and more than half are Medicaid 
beneficiaries. More than a third 
have a history of alcohol or substance 
abuse (though almost all transitional 
housing programs, including Baptist 
Family’s) require that family 
members be free of current substance 
dependencies.

Transitional housing is, on 
average, a very successful form of 

treatment. Only four percent of 
families go back to homelessness 
after spending time in a transitional 
housing program. This is likely due to 
the types of complimentary services 
that programs provide to the families 
in their care. For a homeless family, 
employment training and counseling 
are perhaps obvious needs. Life skills 
education and financial planning and 
management are also areas of real 
need. 

Transitional housing is a very 
resource-intensive way to serve 
people in extreme crisis. Baptist 
Family is using only private funds to 
pay for this work. The house in Pen 
Lucy was donated by a very generous 
anonymous donor. On Mar. 2, the 
agency held an open (and empty) 
house, where further donors were 
invited to tour the facility and make 
pledges to furnish the new home. 
Donors strolled through the house, 
and funding and pledges were given 
for everyday items from welcome 
mats to telephones and silverware.

Also assisting in the project is a 
two-year, $100,000 grant awarded 
to Baptist Family by the Harry and 
Jeannette Weinberg Foundation. 
The Weinberg Foundation is focused 
on funding initiatives that serve 
the poor in several regions of the 
country, including Baltimore. Baptist 
Family expects to be able to report 
many great outcomes because of this 
generous support. 

New transitional housing unit opens in Baltimore

he explained. "We exist to make God 
look good, to give Him glory."

Evans went on to say that today's 
Christians are more interested in 
looking good instead of  having an 
impact for Christ. 

"We've become people who are 
too safe in our Christianity," he 
told the students. "You have a major 
role of impact. You can make a huge 
difference."

Noting that death is inevitable 
for everyone, he continued, "It won't 
matter what you leave behind. What 
matters is what you send ahead."

To that end, emcee Eric Geiger 
interviewed JoJo Carr (see full story 

on page 8) about the impact she has 
already made for Christ. 

"I am a normal kid with a passion 
for Christ," she said, sharing that 
even though she is just 13 years old, 
she has shared Christ with over 100 
people so far.

"Once you do it [share Christ 
with someone], you keep wanting to 
do it. Once you see the change in a 
person's life, you want to see other 
people's lives change, too."

Also, Christian recording artists 
Devin Turner, Hawk Nelson and 
da T.R.U.T.H. offered messages of 
hope and forgiveness during their 
concerts.

"There's Someone there to take 

us from the bottom of the bottoms and 
make us feel good and forgiven," said 
Nelson Hawk  frontman Jonathan 
Steingard, pausing during his 
characteristically energetic perfor-
mance to share about Jesus. 

Worship for the weekend was 
led by Joel Engle, who shared his 
testimony of being orphaned as a 
young teenager. He shared how he 
became a Christian after watching 
the authentic relationship that his 
adoptive parents had with Jesus.

A spontaneous prayer time, 
focused particularly on students 
who are struggling in their family 
situations, followed his testimony.

Wade Morris, author and founder 

of The Journey, an expository 
Bible study and devotional on CD, 
challenged the students to be more 
than an average Christians and do 
what it takes to make a difference in 
their lives and their schools.

A special offering taken at the 
conference will assist ministries 
internationally, in a nursing home in 
India; statewide, through an upcoming 
"Will you BTC [Be the Church]?"  
movement; and locally, through a 
church plant in Baltimore.  

For more information on student 
ministries, contact Maina Mwaura  

at (800) 466-5290, ext. 223, or at 
mmwaura@bcmd.org.

‘Uncharted’ Student Evangelism Conference off the charts
continued from page 19



Non-profit
U.S. Postage

PAID
Columbia, MD

Permit #350

BaptistLIFE
10255 Old Columbia Road
Columbia,  MD  21046-1716

When was the last time an encounter with God left you
  Breathless              A gathering for women

A life-changing weekend for 
women who are seeking a deeper 
relationship with the Lord 
May 16-17, 2008
Faith Baptist Church, 
Glen Burnie, MD
Sponsored by the Baptist Convention 
of Maryland/Delaware through 
the Cooperative Program

“Take a good look at God’s wonders— 
they’ll take your breath away.”  

Psalm 66:5 (The Message)

Tickets: (non-refundable, but transferable)
by April 15, 2008 - $40.00        After May 1, 2008 - $50.00

Every 10 reservations includes 1 free ticket • Price includes Lunch on 
Saturday  • To purchase tickets online visit www.bcmd.org/breathless 
or call (800) 466-5290, ext. 256

    
Elizabeth Luter                Wanda Lee              Rebekah McLeod
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