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The church is 
one of the few 
organizations 

that give vital 
and life-impacting 
assignments to its 
members without 
providing those 
members with ade-
quate training and 
resources. I am 
seeing it happen 
more and more 
in our Maryland/

Delaware churches.
Part of the issue is the 

challenge of time. People are busy. 
Discretionary time is limited. Part of 
the issue is the sheer frustration that 

often accompanies the responsibility 
for filling positions in our churches. 
Too frequently we are willing to 
settle just to have a warm body in a 
teacher’s or a team member’s seat.

Only God knows what could 
happen if we took the time to 
train and equip Sunday School 
teachers, discipleship leaders, 
spiritual coaches and mentors, 
deacons, decision-makers and 
other key leaders in our churches. I 
personally believe the results could 
be dramatic, if not revolutionary.

We can help. Among the 
Cooperative Program services 
available to you through the 
Baptist Convention of MD/DE are 
training resources and assistance. 

Here are three among many:
•Take time now to visit E-quip 

on our website. There you will 
find practical, online, on-demand 
training. Some of our best leaders 
provide video training you need to 
be more effective in your assignment 
at church. There is no charge for this 
24/7service. The training is available 
when you have time to invest.

•Gather your leaders and come 
to Skycroft Conference Center 
in Middletown, Md., July 11-12, 
for the 2008 version of Horizons. 
Here leaders will have multiple 
opportunities to attend workshops, 
have one-on-one conversations with 
professionals and peers and fine-
tune their skills and their spirit. 

Again, see the website for additional 
information and registration details.

•The Baptist Convention of 
Maryland/Delaware has profes-
sionally trained and experienced 
missionaries that are available to come 
to your church to provide training, 
consultation, and encouragement. 
All you need do is call or email.

Never before has our world 
needed so much of what we offer. 
Yet, to be effective, we must 
equip leaders and provide them 
with effective tools for service. 

I encourage you as a church 
leader to give priority to “equipping 
the saints for the work of ministry.” 
And let us help!

As I write you 
today I have 
been thinking 

a lot about how we 
measure  success. For 
Southern Baptists 
in Maryland and 
Delaware it is even 
harder to measure 
because we are 
such little fish in a 
great big pond. Let 
me illustrate (and I 
apologize in advance 
to Delaware since 

most of the statistics referenced here 
only reflect Maryland).

According to the Association 
of Religious Data Archives, the 
population of Maryland was 5,296,486 
as of the year 2000. At that same 
juncture, the membership of all SBC 
churches in Maryland was 142,401 
or just 2.7 percent of the population. 
That ranked Maryland number 20 
in the ratio of SBC membership as a 
percentage of state population.

(Delaware actually ranked 35th 
with only .08 percent of that state’s 
population being Southern Baptist). 

In comparison to other 
Metropolitan Statistical Areas 
(MSA), the Baltimore/ Washington 
area ranked 131st (or 3.5 percent) 
of SBC membership as a percentage 
of MSA population. Interestingly, 
Cumberland, Md., ranked higher 
at 128th (3.7 percent). The highest 
ranking MSA in this category is 

Gadsden, Ala., with 47.1 percent of 
SBC membership as a percentage of 
MSA. The odds that you will meet 
another Southern Baptist in Gadsden, 
Ala., are extremely high.

One other statistic that I found 
interesting is how Southern 
Baptists fare 
in the top ten 
M a r y l a n d 
c o u n t i e s . 
Charles County 
leads the way 
with 6.6 percent 
of the county 
p o p u l a t i o n 
being Southern 
Baptists. 

The remaining 
counties in the top ten fall out as 
follows: Worcester (6.5%), Cecil 
(5.2%), Dorchester (3.9%), Alleghany 
(3.7%), Montgomery (3.4%), Wicomico 
(3.2%), Caroline, (3.1%), and Harford 
and Howard tied at 3.0%.

Just a little perspective… 
Charles County (above) ranked 
1,244th nationally. One last 
analysis…in Maryland, here’s 
how all religious affiliations were 
ranked in 2000:

#1 Unclaimed (56%) for a total of 
3,004,590 people

#2 Catholic (17%) for a total of 
952,389 people

#3 Mainline Protestants (11%) for 
a total of 604,648 people

#4 Evangelical Protestants (7%) 
for a total of  409,460 people

#5 Other (5%) for a total of 303,163 
people

#6 Orthodox (4%) for a total of 
22,236 people

What jumps out at me is that 56 
percent of the population of Maryland 
claimed no religious affiliation.

WOW…do we 
have work to do! 
David Meacham, 
senior strategist 
for church planting 
with the North 
American Mission 
Board (NAMB), 
says, “A three-year 
old church is only 
half as effective in 
reaching people for 

the Lord as it was in its early days. 
And once a church is 15 years old, it 
becomes only one-third as effective.”

According to NAMB statistics, there 
were 29 churches for every 10,000 
Americans in 1900; 17 churches for 
every 10,000 Americans in 1950; 12 
churches for every 10,000 Americans 
in 2000; and only 11 churches for 
every 10,000 Americans in 2004.

For some, the task seems so 
daunting that it is a de-motivator on 
its face. There are so few of us and so 
great a spiritual need in our region. 
But that’s the same thing the disciples 
said to Jesus when he asked them 
in John 6 to feed the 5,000. There 
were only two fish and five loaves. 
Obviously on the surface, there was no 
way it could be done. But Jesus took 

the simple offering of a willing child, 
multiplied it with His supernatural 
touch and, what was thought to be 
impossible, became possible! 

Sometimes the task seems 
overwhelming. We rarely ever have 
the sense of how successful we are 
being at the task. 

I am reminded of the great story by 
Loren Eisley: One day a man was 
walking along the beach when he 
noticed  a boy picking something 
up and gently throwing it into 
the ocean. Approaching the boy, 
he asked, “What are you doing? 
”The youth replied, “I’m throwing 
starfish back into the ocean. The 
surf is up and the tide is going out. 
If I don’t throw them back, they’ll 
die.” “Son,” the man said, “don’t 
you realize there are miles and 
miles of beach and thousands of 
starfish? You can’t possibly make 
a difference!” After listening 
politely, the boy bent down, picked 
up another starfish,  and threw it 
back into the surf. Then, smiling 
at the man, he said… “I made a 
difference for that one.”

There is an old song that says, 
“Little is much when God is in 
it. Labor not for wealth or fame. 
There’s a crown and you can win 
it, if you go in Jesus’ name!”

Go make a difference for someone 
today…and every “someone” God 
gives you to share His love with. Your 
little will go a long way. 

Bob Simpson
BCM/D Assoc. 

Executive Director, 
BaptistLIFE Editor

Little is much...
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David Lee
BCM/D Executive 

Director

‘Equip the saints’ through various training opportunities

"What jumps out at 
me is that 56 percent 
of the population of 

Maryland claimed no 
religious affiliation."
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The early morn- 
ing drizzle was- 
n’t going to 

prevent me from 
going out and picking 
a mess of greens 
from Joshua’s little 
garden. By the way, 
“a mess” is simply a 
Southern Maryland 
term for, “enough to 

eat.” Our six-year-old son and I share 
a passion for playing in the dirt, 
planting seeds and watching things 
grow. He has his little garden out 
by the back fence planted in turnips 
and curly kale. He loved planting the 
tiny seeds back in September, but he 
doesn’t like it when his momma makes 
him eat the greens for dinner.

Joshua joined me for a few 
minutes of picking before heading off 
to kindergarten. We both were excited 
how the warmer temperatures of early 
spring have reinvigorated these leafy 
plants. We planted a little too late in 

the growing season and the drought 
conditions didn’t help much either. 
The cold winter winds and fallen 
oak leaves smothered the little plot of 
ground for months. But Joshua and 
I are back in business now. It didn’t 
take long at all to fill a brown paper 
grocery bag this morning. All we 
need now is few pieces of fatback and 
dinner is ready.

My spiritual journey is often 
pictured by Joshua’s garden. Like the 
turnips and kale I’m often slow to grow, 
vulnerable to cultural conditions and 
choked-out by the “stuff” of life and 
ministry. The good news for Joshua 
and me was that with a little attention 
the garden had a second chance. All 
we had to do was rake some leaves 
and wait for a few warm days. We 
harvested more this morning than we 
did during the entire fall.

We all have to take responsibility 
for our own spiritual condition. It 
would be easier for us to point the 
finger of blame on others, our church 

or our environment. The reality 
is that our life is a mess because of 
what we have or have not done. We 
can usually identify what happened 
in two simple terms. Like the people 
of Jeremiah’s day, we often reject the 
Lord through careless backsliding 
(Jer. 15:6). The other is a bit more 
intentional. Sometimes we just reject 
the Lord through willful disobedience 
like King David. In either case our 
life is fruitless.

It won’t be long now before the 
turnips and kale will be pulled out, 
the garden tilled, and tomato plants 
will fill the garden. They have it 
easy. Tomatoes thrive in the warm 
summer climate. They bask in the 
sun. The greens had to endure the 
harsh winter chill, months of neglect 
and the blanket of wet leaves. Maybe 
that’s the secret to their sweet taste. 
Maybe our lives are better because of 
what we have endured.

How’s the garden? 

Endure like turnip greens 

Rick Hancock
BCM/D President 

and Pastor of 
Dunkirk Church
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By Michael A. Logsdon
Pastor, First Church, Easton, Md.

Proverbs 14:12 says "there is 
a way that seems right to a 
man, but in the end it leads 

to death." Who would have ever 
thought that the consequences of 
lifestyle choices could be so dangerous 
and costly decades later? The sexual 
revolution of the 60’s offered the hope 
of unrestrained love and happiness 
but a recent MSNBC article reveals 
the truth behind those lies.

The sexual revolution offered that 
un-brid[al]ed love—that is sexuality 
contrary to God’s plan of abstinence 
until marriage—was the way to throw 
off the shackles of guilt. What has 
transpired is anything but happiness 
and joy. According to the Associated 
Press article, reported on MSNBC on 
Mar. 11, 2008, one in four sexually 
active teen girls studied had at least 
one STD (sexually transmitted 
disease). What is worse, nearly half of 
the sexually active black girls studied 
had at least one STD. In all, the study 
suggests that nearly three million of 
our American children are infected 
with a potentially life threatening 
STD. This flies in the face of recent 
optimism surrounding declining 
birth rates and what constitutes “safe 

sex.” Once more it is clear that true 
safe sex is nothing less than God’s 
plan for sexuality, or abstinence until 
marriage.

The STD identified is a virus that 
causes cervical cancer and infertility, 
and can even be transmitted through 
oral sex. God’s Word is clear, selfish 
freedom brings death and destruction 
while God’s freedom through Christ 
and His Word always offers the hope 
of eternal and abundant life. God does 
not work through smoke and mirrors, 
and empty promises. Parents of teens 
ought to use this as an opportunity to 
speak about the truth of God’s Word 
and the lies of the world.

Is there any doubt that God’s plan 
is best? As the election year comes 
to the forefront of the national 
center stage, it is paramount 
that God’s people actively speak 
about God’s truth juxtaposed 
against the lies being offered by 
this world regardless of the party 
affiliation. The MSNBC article 
reveals the bankruptcy of a world view 
that moves ignorantly to God’s Word. 
John Douglas and Kevin Fenton, 
both of the CDC (Center for Disease 
Control), suggest that the way to help 
these and future at-risk children is 
to sink millions of tax dollars into 
vaccinations for these STD’s. Why 

spend money on a disease that can 
be avoided through a simple choice? 
We are not talking about an airborne 
sickness or a hereditary trait. This is 
something that is contracted through 
having multiple sex partners. 

Maybe the best thing we 
can do is to tell the truth that 
sex before marriage is costly to 
our nation and potentially life 
threatening to the individual who 
chooses this lifestyle. Based on this 
study, six children with a six-shooter 
and one bullet have better odds 
playing Russian roulette than do four 
children who choose to be sexually 
promiscuous. The anti-gun people, 
however, would not be screaming for 
a gun vaccine if three million children 
were at risk of a bullet entering their 
bodies. They would be calling for an 
end to gun possession. Let’s speak 
truthfully about ending the sexual 
revolution and the ensuing destruction 
brought by its lies.

Who would have thought that 
the sexual revolution could add 
to the growing national debt? God 
did because His Word declares that 
sin and life are not done in a vacuum. 
Maybe the solution is not a vaccine, 
but rather a heart transplant that 
includes the power to say no to sin and 
yes to righteousness? What is clear is 

that the bill for the sexual revolution 
is now coming due and it is costing us 
far more than tax dollars; it is costing 
one out of four lives from those young 
ladies who continue to believe the lies 
that were offered decades ago.

Living contrary to God’s 
law is an illusion if one believes 
it will bring satisfaction and 
contentment. 

Declining birth rates due to 
contraception among teens or splitting 
semantic hairs over what really 
constitutes sexuality is not a sufficient 
safeguard against the destruction of 
sinful behavior. 

God’s plan is still the best plan 
for our world some 2,000 years later. 
Ironically, the answer is verified in 
a study that certainly did not seek 
to confirm God’s Word; but then, the 
truth is truth and does not need to 
fear being rendered obsolete. 

FIRST PERSON: The sexual revolution lied
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By Norm Miller
 

ROXANA, Del. (BP)—Church 
planters Andy and Tanya Ehlers 
started High Tide Church by 
walking their dog in a park.

Though few may regard walking 
a dog as an evangelistic activity, the 
Ehlers struck up relationships and 
invited other canine enthusiasts to 
a Bible study in their home. The 
initial meeting in August 2002 drew 
a dozen people.

Now, more than 350 attend 
two weekend services at the fire 
department building where the 
church meets in Roxana, Del. – and 
30 percent of them are children age 
12 and under.

"At Southeastern [Baptist 
Theological Seminary], I heard 
the need for church planting and 
was called to do it," Andy said. "I 
just couldn't consider going to an 
established church unless I planted 
one first.

"Tanya and I both believe that 
God called us to minister outside of 
the Bible Belt and go where there 
weren't a lot of churches," said 
Andy, who noted that Delaware has 
but one Southern Baptist church for 
every 33,000 people.

While Andy is quick to credit 
the Baptist Convention of Maryland/
Delaware's church planting training 
and support system, he said, "We 
chose the parachute method. We 
dropped into a community and said 
to ourselves, 'Go get 'em.'"

"Our first converts came from 
that park," Andy said of the location 
where he and Tanya walked their 
dog. "We got to know a couple, 
invited them to dinner and shared 
the Gospel with them."

One such couple accepted 
Christ. "They began inviting others, 
and it just snowballed from there. 
In fact, word of mouth was our best 
advertising despite mailers, flyers 
and giveaways."

Concluding its fifth year, High 
Tide continues to grow, with Andy 
crediting the church leadership 
team's flexibility in trying new 
methods when others fail – as well 
as an intentional focus on children's 
ministry.

Too often in their lives, the 
Ehlers had heard others tell of hating 
how, as children, their parents had 

dragged them to church. When 
Tanya asked Andy why it had to be 
that way, she fell under conviction 

that she should spearhead children's 
ministries for High Tide.

"I thought the negative comments 
we heard from people from all 
denominations represented a failure 
of the church," Tanya said, "and we 
didn't want to do that."

"We had no plans for a kids' 
program right away," Andy said. 
"But parents we met talked about 
the importance of spiritual influence 
in their kid's lives."

The Ehlers later attended a 
Creative Church conference at 
Fellowship Church in Grapevine, 
Texas, where Tanya was "floored 
by their children's program and 
curriculum. They were so different. 
... God definitely used that conference 

to work on my heart."
Tanya brought the curriculum – 

then called "G-Force;" now, "Elevate" 

– back to their fledgling church plant 
and customized it for their use.

High Tide uses its children's 
ministry in conjunction with 
evangelistic initiatives such as 
Parents' Night Out. "We used 
volunteer mission teams from 
Georgia, North Carolina and 
Mississippi to staff this ministry 
during one summer," Andy 
recounted. "That's when the growth 
started to take off."

Far more than a babysitting 
service, High Tide's Parents' Night 
Out ministered to children while 
their parents went Christmas 
shopping, on a date on Valentine's 
Day or just spent time together. The 
first outreach drew 17 children; the 

next, 63.
Andy said the parents were 

astounded when their kids asked to 
go back to church: "Not a Sunday 
goes by that a mom or dad doesn't 
say thank you for what we're doing 
for their kids. In fact, some parents 
tell us their kids wake them up on 
Sundays so they won't be late for 
church."

The curriculum "isn't just 
entertainment," Tanya said, "but 
real biblical training for children, 
who learn the main points of the 
lesson and a Bible verse.

"The kids just love it too," Tanya 
said. "That was my heart's desire."

High Tide held a weeklong 
ministry similar to Vacation Bible 
School, but which met in the evening 
"to see if we could reach unchurched 
parents, too," Tanya said. "That 
drew lots of people we hadn't met 
before. They asked, 'You do this for 
the kids on Sundays, too?' God did 
bring some 30 new families back on 
Sunday, and many of them continue 
to attend."

With the success of the children's 
ministry behind her, Tanya has 
moved on to the church's youth 
ministry, which she began a year 
ago with six teens. Now, 30 to 55 
attend.

High Tide has made other 
evangelistic efforts as well, 
including what has become an 
annual hay maze at Halloween in a 
public setting that includes free hot 
dogs, popcorn and candy. The initial 
maze was so successful that officials 
from a neighboring town invited the 
church to sponsor an additional one 
there. At each site, High Tide uses a 
portion of the children's curriculum, 
again resulting in new church 
attendees.

High Tide also sponsors a 
gingerbread house building contest 
around Christmastime. The church 
provides the wherewithal, and young 
contestants are given a couple of 
hours to complete their houses, with 
the best one winning a prize. And, 
again, a segment of the children's 
curriculum is part of the outreach.

In another initiative, Andy led 
the young church to capitalize on its 
relocation from a rented school to 
the fire hall where it meets now.

Enthusiastic kids expand growing High Tide Church's outreach

High Tide Church in Roxana, Del., offers a community hay maze each fall as an evangelistic outreach 
and an alternative to other Halloween activities. The children are (front to back) Camryn Ehlers, Cole 
Brickman and Raychel Ehlers.

Continued on page 5
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High Tide kids

"We decided to have a 
'Firefighters Appreciation Sunday' 
where we honored all the staff of 
the local volunteer fire department 
and served them lunch," Andy said. 
About 55 of the volunteers showed 
up, and 15 to 20 of them continue 
to attend the church, including the 
president of the volunteers as well 
as the fire chief.

"It's a whole new segment of our 
community that we weren't able to 
reach while meeting in a school," 
Andy noted.

The Ehlers and High Tide 
members look forward to leaving 
borrowed facilities for the prospects 
of constructing a church building, 
and one of their own has donated 20 
acres for the site.

Andy told Baptist Press he 
wants to publicly thank High Tide's 
sponsoring churches, which includes 
Ocean City (Maryland) Church – a 
church that Tanya's parents helped 
start years ago. The other sponsoring 
churches are Wildwood Church in 
Acworth, Ga.; Center Grove Church 
in Ahoskie, N.C.; and First Church 
in Sevierville, Tenn.

"We knew God would do 
something," Andy said. "But we've 
been blown away at what He's done. 
And we never would know that 
unless we stepped out in faith."

"So many around here don't go to 
church, and don't want to, and have 
such a sad outlook on life," Tanya 
added. "And we just pray, 'O, Jesus, 
how can we reach them?'" 

Norm Miller is a freelance writer 
based in Richmond, Va.

Rice bag relay in the rain raises money for flood victims
By Sharon Mager

BCM/D Correspondent

WESTMINSTER, Md.—It was 
a wet, rainy day on Mar. 8 when 
Horizons Church member Jeremiah 
Luce and 29 others trudged onto 
the track at Westminster East 
Middle School. It was a day to stay 
inside, sip coffee and look out the 
window, but Luce and friends were 
happy and high-spirited as they 
loaded 40-pound bags of rice on 
their backs and ran laps around 
the field. 

The perceived insanity had a 
Godly purpose. The young men and 
women were raising money to help 
flood victims in Mozambique, using 
the rice as a symbol of hunger. 

Church members and friends 
were pledging money on the 
number of laps ran. Luce hoped to 
raise $2,000, which would feed and 
provide seeds for replanting to 100 
families for a month. Amazingly 
they raised over $11,000 and the 
money is still coming in. 

“The day was awesome,” 
Melissa Meyer said. Meyer 
organized the event with Luce. “It 
was so funny. It was not a good day 
to do anything, but we got lots of 
phone calls with everyone saying, 

‘we still want to do it, we don’t care 
about the weather!” 

Luce thought the rain was 
actually a blessing since it brought 
a visual of what the day was 
about. 

He and his wife, Anna, were 
friends with Kate Hilditch, a 
missionary in Mozambique. The 
Luces had worked on mission 
trips themselves years ago and 
Jeremiah had been to Mozambique, 
so they were aware of the flooding 

seasons. 
But this year was different. 
Flood waters from the Zambezi, 

Pungue, the Buzi and the Save 
Rivers rose earlier than usual. The 
Zambezi River was approaching 
the 25 foot level that it had reached 
in 2000 when 700 people died and 
half a million were left homeless. 
People now were fleeing their 
homes to higher grounds and were 
trapped without food and supplies.  

Hilditch shared the urgency of 
the need in Mozambique and Luce 
responded by nervously promising 
to raise $2,000. 

“We were really excited when 
he first came to us and told us 
what God had laid this on heart,” 
Meyer said.

Within a short time, after 
sharing with his friends and 
church members, Luce had $3,000 
pledged.

“He’s always had a heart for 
Africa and a burden for people 
overseas and for trying to meet 
both physical and spiritual needs.”

Meyer said the whole project 
moved very fast. In less than 30 
days the group had raised both 
money and awareness for the flood 
victims in Mozambique and the 
funds were sent within a week of 
the event. 

“Jeremiah is extremely missions 
minded, especially for overseas 
missions. He’s got a big heart," 
Clay Carver, pastor of Horizons 
Church said. 

For more information about 
the rice-a-relay, see Luce’s website: 

www.smallthingswithgreatlove.com.

Continued from page 4
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Eleven language groups share in
colorful music celebration

SILVER SPRING, Md.—In a colorful night of worship and celebration, 
eleven language groups shared music and a multicultural dinner at Global 
Mission Church in Silver Spring, Md., on Mar. 16. 

Held on Palm Sunday each year, this was the sixth annual music celebration 
for ethnic churches across Maryland and Delaware. With 110 language 
churches, there are at least 16 different language groups represented in the 
Baptist Convention of Maryland/Delaware, shared Rolando Castro, BCM/D 
missionary for church planting and language churches.

“We currently have ministry among Korean, Hispanic, Chinese, 
Vietnamese, Haitian, Ethiopian, Filipino, Liberian, Nepalese, Arabic, Asian 
Indian, Burmese, Kenyan, Portuguese and Russian, as well as the American 
and Korean deaf groups,” he said. "Our vision is to facilitate healthy churches, 
through the planting and strengthening of congregations, among as many 
language groups in our area as God gives us opportunity." 

He said the music celebrations give churches opportunities to get together and  
share who they are and to teach about their particular culture and forms of worship.

For more information, contact Castro at (410) 290-5290, ext. 221, rcastro@
bcmd.org or Robert Kim at (410) 290-5290, ext. 228, rkim@bcmd.org.

By Shannon Baker, BCM/D National Correspondent
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By Thom Thornton

One of the great joys of this job is 
seeing the innovative solutions 
our collegiate ministry staff 

develops to address the questions 
posed to them. Each year, our staff 
and students raise over $20,000 to 
support students serving on missions 
across the globe and they are always 
faced with the quandry of how to raise 
that money. 

Inspired by the story of a man in 
Canada who traded a red paperclip 
for a house, K’Lynne McKinley and 
Sarah Rushing, campus ministers 
for the Eastern Shore, gave each 
of their students a red paperclip 
and challenged them to trade it for 
something of greater value. On April 
29, the new items would be auctioned 
off, with all of the proceeds going to 
missions.

I was so impressed with this idea 
that I decided to join in. I grabbed a 
paperclip from my desk and began 
sharing the story with others at the 
Baptist Mission Resource Center. I 
was able to trade the paperclip for a 
pen, the pen for a stapler, the stapler 
for a space heater and the space heater 

for a leather Apple attaché bag.
That Wednesday night, I took the 

bag to Burtonsville Church where I 
serve as the interim pastor and shared 
the story with them. After several 
interesting offers, I traded the bag for 
a five-disc CD player/stereo, donated 
by a great young newlywed couple 
with more stereos than space. 

Here is where the story gets really 
interesting. I was visiting with a friend 
in Baltimore and sharing the story 
with him. I told him about the stereo 
and he was somewhat interested. He 
then relayed to me the story of his 
parents. He told me how they had 
been lifelong supporters of missions 
work all over the world and how their 
car, one of the last tangible reminders 
of them after they passed away, might 
be used in their memory to continue to 
share Christ around the world. After 
praying over the decision with his wife 
and family, he traded me their 1996 
Lincoln Town Car for the five-disc CD 
player.

The money from the auctioning 
of the car will go towards assisting 
students from across Maryland and 
Delaware share Christ in our cities, 
our state, our country and the world. 

This fall, I’ll keep you updated on 
some of the amazing things God did 
through these students. How amazing 
to know that it all started from a red 
paperclip, the generosity of others, and 

the honor of lives passed, but  STILL 
reaching Christ through their support 
of missions. God truly does own the 
cattle on a thousand hilltops – and 
even a few Lincoln Town Cars. 

How one red paperclip turns into a Lincoln Town Car

Thom Thornton, BCM/D missionary for adult and collegiate evangelism, shows the Lincoln Town Car which 
was acquired through a trade which began with a red paper clip.
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By Sharon Mager
BCM/D Correspondent

SALISBURY, Md.—Lee Hughart 
was happily working as a bi-vocational 
pastor and assistant curator of a historic 
fort in New Orleans when Hurricane 
Katrina swept through and wiped 
out his home, church and community. 
Hughart and his wife, Allison, packed 
their few remaining belongings into 
their Kia, strapped in their two young 
children, then two-year-old Clararuth 
and six month-old Roger, and headed to 
Hughart’s parents’ home in Baltimore. 
Shortly thereafter, Hughart accepted 
a position as interim pastor of Harvest 
Church, Salisbury, and stepped into 
the midst of another big storm. 

He quickly found out that the 
church was in trouble. Harvest was 
pastor driven, with just the former 
pastor, a youth minister and a team of 
five trustees making almost all of the 
decisions. When unresolved conflicts 
grew, the pastor, four trustees, the 
youth pastor and the church secretary 
left. Much of the congregation followed. 
There was a leadership crisis. Hughart 
knew he had to move slowly and 
deliberately to help the church pull 
through.   

Darrell Fearin was the one 
remaining trustee and he admits it 
was hard not to bail out, but felt God 
wanted him to stay. 

“It was a very, very, turbulent time,” 
Fearin said. “Lee not only provided 
leadership, but he also understood the 
church was still hurting,” Fearin said. 

Hughart became a strategic part 
of the transitional team, which began 
taking care of core issues immediately 
including determining membership, 
church rules and finances. They set 
up procedures to elect finance and 
buildings and grounds committees 
and trustees. 

“Instead of limited leadership 
making decisions, it became more 
congregational decision making. That 
doesn’t sound like much, but for them, 
it was a huge step in making changes,” 
Hughart said. 

He began preaching through 
Nehemiah, encouraging the beleagured 
congregation that God could rebuild 
their church. 

“We began refocusing on the 
mission of the church and looking at 
the results God wants,” Hughart said. 

“The result is not the number of people, 
but the number of people becoming 
disciples.” 

The church began exploring issues 
they had never discussed before and 
they grew closer to one another. 

“Lee really focused on helping us 
heal. He didn’t just take things the way 
they seemed, he would question things 
and didn’t accept quick answers. He 
always tried to get to the root cause of 
what the problems were,” Fearin said. 
“He also did some really neat things 
to bring us together. He introduced 
us to Seder dinners. He pushed us 
into having quarterly get-togethers, 
lunches, dinners and harvest parties.”

After about six months some 
members who left began returning 
and new people began joining, which 
surprised Hughart since the church 
was still in a transition phase. 

When the congregation was 
healthier and was prepared for a new 
pastor, Hughart helped them form a 
pastor search committee. 

Hughart made sure he was away 
during the calling process, so the 
church would bond with the new 
pastor and his family. When the new 
pastor came on the field, Hughart took 
a sabbatical and stayed away more 
than a month.

So how are things going now at 
Harvest? 

“Quite good,” Fearin said. “We’re 
voting on a constitution. We’re a typical 
Baptist church now and we’re up to 150 
to 165 people regularly. We’re close to 
meeting our budget.” In Dec. 2005, the 
attendance was only averaging 103.

Hughart did return to the church 
with his family and now attends as 
a member.  He and his family have 
been making friends and are happy at 
Harvest. 

Keith Myer, Harvest Church’s 
current pastor is now a huge fan of 
transitional pastors after seeing what 
Hughart did. Too many churches are 
so anxious to fill the pulpit and not 
looking at the church's needs, he said. 

“It’s almost like when you’re having 
guests over and you stuff everything 
in the closet. That doesn’t take care 
of the clutter problem; it just makes it 
look better. Lee had them realize some 
of the problem was themselves. No one 
thing was a factor.”

“Lee came in here and calmed 
everyone down and focused them on 

what’s most important,” Myer said. 
 “It wasn’t me,” Hughart said of 

Harvest’s turnaround. “It was God 
working through them, showing 
them, demonstrating to them what He 
wanted to have done.” 

God calmed the storm at Harvest 
and the peace is breaking through. 

Not having any training to face a 
crisis interim, Lee Hughart shared that 
he did a lot of praying and God showed 
him what steps to take.  Later when he 
went to LifeWay’s Transitional Pastor 

Ministry training, he discovered that 
the same principles God had shown 
him were what experts recommended. 
He saw it as confirmation that he did 
the right things. 

Hughart said he wishes he had 
the training first. “I could have done a 
better job and moved the congregation 
further through the transition. I 
think it is a great model to guide a 
church through the transition between 
pastors.” 

God uses transitional pastor to calm church storm at Harvest

Transitional Pastor Lee Hughart (left) and Pastor Keith Myer (right) pray with a couple at Harvest Church.
Photo Credit: Mrs. Julie Peters.



By Sharon Mager
BCM/D Correspondent

COLUMBIA, Md.—Billy 
Bestofall, pastor of The 
Church of Everyone’s 
Dreams, leaves and the 
church is devastated. 
They cry, they have a 
farewell dinner and eat 
chicken and they look 
for a replacement. Soon 
Pastor Justasgood 
comes along and the 
church rejoices, starts 
new programs and the 
honeymoon is on. But 
then the church notices 
Brother Justasgood 
doesn’t do things the 
way Bestofall did. He 
must not understand. 
Justasgood has a clear 
direction of where the 
church should go, but 
it’s not what Bestofall 
envisioned. There’s 
trouble in The Church 
of Everyone’s Dreams. 

Maybe, if they 
took time to evaluate 
where they were when 
Bestofall left and 
prayed together seeking 
God’s wisdom on where 
He wanted to take them 
next, they could have 
been more prepared for 
Justasgood and maybe 
even decided to hire Pastor Bestever. 
Maybe they needed a transitional 
pastor. 

Ken Jordan, BCM/D missionary 
for church/minister relations, said 
that by his own knowledge and 
statistical data, there are about 50 
churches in Maryland and Delaware 
without pastors. Jordan believes 
using a trained transitional pastor 
could greatly benefit those churches. 

Unlike  an  interim, a transitional 
pastor seeks to strategically guide 
the church through a process of 
introspection and evaluation. He 
provides focus and direction and 
prayerfully prepares the congregation 
to begin the next chapter in the 
church’s life. 

“It’s a more proactive approach 
that guides congregations through 

the process churches need to be 
prepared for the next pastor,” Henry 
Webb said. Webb leads a LifeWay-
sponsored transitional pastor 

training team that came to the 
Baptist Resource Center in April to 
train a group of over 20 pastors from 
five states. 

Webb retired after serving for 
28 years with LifeWay as director 
of pastoral ministries, discipleship, 
leadership and deacon ministry. He 
works on the team now with Roy 
Edgemon, also retired from LifeWay 
after leading the discipleship and 
family division for 25 years; Bill 
Hogue, past executive director of 
the California Convention and past 
director of evangelism for the SBC 
Home Mission Board (now the North 
American Mission Board); and Ernest 
Mosley, retired executive director 
of the Illinois Convention and past 
executive vice-president of the SBC 
Executive Committee. The team has 

been together since LifeWay began 
the program seven years ago and 
they’ve trained over 1,000 men to be 
transitional pastors. 

Webb stresses that all churches 
can use transitional pastors, not just 
those who were struggling or had 
some sort of split. 

“Most churches, even if they’re 
healthy can be grieving, hurting 
from the loss of the previous pastor 
and anxious about the future,” Webb 
said. 

Ken Jordan wholeheartedly 
agrees. “I know of about 30 churches 
that have been served by transitional 
pastors over a period of time. Those 
churches have discovered that they 
have had the opportunity to bring 
closure to losing the last pastor and 
are prepared for the coming of a new 
one. They analyze their strengths, 
opportunities, weaknesses and 
threats as a congregation and they 
gain more momentum, creativity and 

productivity,” he said.  
Transitional pas-tors are trained 

to look at the church’s history, 
examine basic biblical prin-ciples 

for the church and to 
guide the congregation 
through seeking what 
kind of results God 
wants from their 
church and how to get 
them. He helps train 
the church’s pastor 
search committee. 

Webb said tran-
sitional pastors 
make it clear in the 
beginning that they 
themselves will not 
be available for the 
job of the permanent 
pastor. Once they find 
the right man, the 
transitional pastor 
transitions himself 
out so that the new 
pastor can establish 
himself. The process 
usually takes at least 
nine months, Webb 
said. 

Most of those 
trained to serve as 
transitional pastors 
are retired or nearing 
retirement. When 
they serve a church, 
it may be bi-vocational 
or full time. There are 
no smooth guarantees 

that a transitional pastor will go 
from one church to another, no steady 
guaranteed income or insurance 
coverage, so it isn’t usually looked on 
as a full-time career. It is, however, 
a unique ministry where pastors can 
share their years of experience and 
training. 

Upcoming  training  
opportunities, costs and other 

information is available on the 
website, www.lifeway.com/tp. 

Ken Jordan said currently there 
are at least 40 trained transitional 
pastors available to serve BCM/D 

churches. To find out more, call 
Jordan at (800) 466.5290, ext. 213. 

or email him at kjordan@bcmd.org. 

Pastor Justasgood does not measure up to Pastor Bestofall   
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According to LifeWay, the average 
time without a pastor in a Baptist 

church is 9 - 18 months. Transitional 
pastors are committed to remaining 

with the church until they call a 
permanent pastor. 

Certain skills are essential to 
transitional pastors, such as:

-- Spiritual discernment
-- Listening
-- Relating
-- Leading

-- Managing
-- Caring

-- Proclaiming
-- Conflict management

Source: Baptist Press
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By John Coleman

Have you ever had a 
conversation with God that 
went something like this, 

“Pardon me, God, but are You sure 
about this?” I remember asking 
that question in the fall of 2005 
when I felt God leading me to 
uproot my family and plant a 
church on the Lower Eastern 
Shore of Maryland. 

My dream was to plant a 
church in my hometown of Newark, 
Del. Born and raised in Delaware, 
I started my relationship with 
Jesus on April 11, 1982 when I 
was seven years old. At age nine, 
I went to my mother weeping one 
evening and shared that I felt God 
had just called me to “preach His 
Word.”

In my teens, I helped found the 
music group “Soldiers of the Cross.” 
Over twelve years on tour, my wife, 
Kim, and I traveled over half a 
million miles leading worship and 
sharing the Gospel in hundreds of 
churches.  

Trying to subsidize the small 
income of a full-time gospel singer, 
I began to self-publish a local 
Christian magazine. I made the 
mistake of telling God that I would 
take care of my financial needs, so 
He just needed to take care of the 
others in our ministry. I learned 
the hard way that wasn’t how God 
worked! He wanted me to put my full 
trust in Him. So, after almost losing 
everything and nearly going broke, I 
learned to place my trust in Christ 
for my income, my resources...my 
everything.

That was a turning point in 
my life and ministry. My wife and 
I left the road to serve in the local 
church. For three years, I served 

as associate pastor of worship and 
communications at Friendship 
Church in Newark, Del. In early 
2005, God revealed to me that it was 
time to leave Friendship and become 
a church planter.

I started praying that God 
would show me where He wanted me 
to plant a church. More specifically, 
I was praying that a group of 
people looking for a planting pastor 
would contact me. One Wednesday 
afternoon in October 2005, God 
answered that prayer with a phone 
call.

Pastor Daryl McCready of 
SonRise Church in Berlin, Md., 
called saying his church was looking 
to birth a church plant in the 
Pittsville, Md., area (the midpoint 
between Salisbury and Ocean City). 
A few “Google” searches and a few 
road trips later, I discovered it was 
home to some amazing people, close 
to some great beaches and packed 
with several million chickens.  

Our visits to the Lower Eastern 
Shore, and more specifically the 
Pittsville area, reassured my wife 
and I that this was where God was 
calling us to grow a church. So we 
packed our stuff and moved our 

family two hours south to plant “The 
Gathering Tree.”

Here’s just some of what I’ve 
learned from this adventure so far:

First, God may ask you to 
give up your dreams to be part 

of His dream. Even though I knew 
God’s dreams were bigger and better 
than mine could ever be, it didn’t 
make surrendering mine any easier. 
I needed to trust His dreams for my 
life more than my own.

Second, I have learned the 
best way to start a church is 
by spending time with people. 
All my expertise in marketing and 
design is great for making logos, 
brochures, and bulletins, but I have 
made the most impact by investing 
my time in people. Don’t get me 
wrong; I love creative outreach. In 
fact, it’s one of our church’s core 
strategies. We have invested a lot 
of time and resources in the area of 
creative communication. However, 
I can say without hesitation that 
the best return on our investments 
has been in the area of time spent 
with our community. Duh, right?! 
Well, for me, it’s something God has 
to remind me continually when I’m 
spending too much time worrying 

about how our church appears, and 
not enough on how it relates.

Third, I have found that 
relational evangelism is more 
effective than “big tent events.” 
I love putting on an event! I like the 

whole process, from brainstorming 
to the big day! In fact, I thought 
my experience as band front man 
and marketing director were God’s 
way of preparing me to plant a 
church. I thought church planting 
would be about “events.” Again, 
God adjusted my understanding. 
Our most effective outreaches 
have been relational. Most people 
have connected to our church 
through friendships, servant 
evangelism, youth ministry and 
small groups. Folks in our area 
seem to respond better to our 
ministry when it is demonstrated 

by consistent, intentional caring 
rather than occasional “big tent 
events.” Rather than one or two 
big budget events a year, we plan 
monthly servant evangelism projects 
and smaller connecting events.

Fourth, I am learning that 
the learning never ends. That’s 
why I meet regularly with other 
planters and pastors in our area to 
learn from their experience, and to 
see where God’s at work. I’m thankful 
that we have an amazing resource 
like the BCM/D, and for every one 
of you that sacrifices to make church 
planting possible! I am honored to 
serve alongside so many with a heart 
for God’s Kingdom. 

John Coleman is the church 
planting/pastor of The Gathering 

Tree in Pittsville, Md.  He can 
be reached at pastorjohn@

gatheringtreechurch.com or 
by phone at (410) 835-8955.

Planting a tree

LATEST BCMD.E-QUIP.NET TRAINING RESOURCES AVAILABLE

Church Planting
Mentoring
Ministry to Children
Music and Worship
Pastors/Pastoral Staff

Sharing Christ
Single Adults
Small Groups
Technology
WMU Resources

• VBS Intro into Worship Rally 2008
• The Gospel and Hip Hop
• Hooked - How to Deal with 

Temptation
• They Think Differently

• Staying the Course
• Counseling and Maintaining 

Balance
• Prayer - the GPS for Spiritual 

Wilderness

MOST RECENT ADDITIONS: ONGOING SUBJECTS:
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LOCAL

Location Type of 
Ministry

Description Volunteers 
needed

Contact Person(s) Dates of 
Project

Cumberland, MD Fair ministry Servant evangelism at Baby Comfort 
Station

1-5 Kenny Heath
wbamd@juno.com; 301-729-6966

July 21-26

McHenry, MD Fair ministry Servant evangelism at Baby Comfort 
Station 

1-5 Kenny Heath
wbamd@juno.com; 301-729-6966

Aug. 11-16

Baltimore, MD Various Family FEST - Prayer walking, social 
ministries and repairs

Unlimited Kristy Carr
kcarr@wmu.org; 205-991-4097
Earl Gray
egray@embracebaltimore.com

June 21-25

Dover, DE Servant 
Evangelism

NASCAR races Any 
number

Cody Whittaker
cody@delawarebaptist.com
302-670-4931

May 30- 
June 1

Sept. 19-21

Delaware locations Backyard Bible 
Clubs

Lead clubs with Spanish speaking 
children

4-12 Jim McBride
jim@delawarebaptist.com
302-741-2488

Throughout 
the summer

Baltimore area Various Prayer walking, servant evangelism, 
block parties, construction, etc.

Varies with 
project

Jaimee LaFave
jlafave@embracebaltimore.com; 
443-219-2545

Ongoing

Winchester, KY Construction, 
various

Appalachian community - servant 
evangelism, children and youth 
ministry, construction

Any 
number

Dale Hanson
preachdh1@yahoo.com; 859-771-5660

Spring-
summer

Lexington, KY Youth and 
children

Sports camps, music/arts camps, 
Backyard Bible clubs, block parties

Any 
number

Sandra Williams
Sandra@elkhorn.org; 859-254-7747

Summer

NATIONAL

Kentucky locations Home repair Youth missions - similar to World 
Changers

Any 
number

Peggy or Becki
baptistment@kybaptist.org
502-489-3527

June 7-14
June 21-28
July 5-12

Gulf Coast VBS, Church 
planting, 
construction

Mid-Maryland coordinated trip Any 
number

Cheryl Clymer
wecare@wecare.org; 410-290-7156

July 6-13
Sept. 6-12

Charlotte, NC Shoebox 
ministry

Mid-Maryland sponsored trip to 
Samaitan's Purse to prepare shoeboxes

Any 
number

Cheryl Clymer
wecare@wecare.org; 410-290-7156

Dec. 4-7

INTERNATIONAL

Scotland Bruce Revel 410-749-1820 May 16-26

Scotland Joe McGraw June 26-
July 10

Central Asia Servant 
Evangelism

Work in major urban area with children, 
creative ministry and sports outreach

Up to 10 Thom Thornton
tthornton@bcmd.org; 443-463-6355

July 14-28

Scotland Ralph Batykefer 410-838-9898 July 18 - 28

Puebla, Mexico VBS VBS for 500 children per day 
coordinated by Friendship Church, 
Sykesville

Any 
number

John Hevey
410-781-7036
Cheryl Clymer
wecare@wecare.org; 410-290-7156

July 26 -
Aug. 3

If God has laid a particular place or people group on your heart, we would be glad to assist you in connecting with opportunities 
to serve in that place or with that people group. Please contact Freddy Parker at (410) 290-5290 ext. 215 for international ministry opportunities.

2008 Mission Opportunities: You can make a difference!
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Arundel Association

Glen Burnie Church will have 
a Jerusalem Marketplace Holy Land 
Adventure Vacation Bible School 
June 22-26. Kids and adults will 
explore what it might have been 
like to live when Jesus did. Church 
members will set up a “Jerusalem 
Marketplace” behind the church 
with carpentry, pottery, weaving, 
jewelry, candy, musical instruments 
and herbs and spice shops. There will 
also be a bakery. 

Linthicum Church members 
have an ongoing ministry with the 
troops and their families at Walter 
Reed Medical Center. They collect 
food, toiletries and other items for the 
mending soldiers and their families. 
Ernestine Stith, church secretary, 
said often family members find 
temporary housing nearby the center 
to be close to their loved ones. Stith 
said the families really appreciate 
the thoughtfulness. Church members 
also include Christian magazines 
and tracts and games, videos and 
books for the kids. Stith said there 
is always a need for more items. 
Church member Larry Jacobs is the 
coordinator of this ministry. 

The church had revival services 
last month, led by Douglas Alberts, 
pastor of Grace Church of Sunset 
Beach.  

North Arundel Church, Glen 
Burnie, will have its fifth annual 
Swap Meet and Bike Show from noon 
to 5 p.m. on June 14. All classes of 
motorcycles are eligible for trophies. 
Members will serve open pit beef, 
turkey, ham and soft drinks. A 
variety of motorcycle vendors and 
clubs will be represented. The band 
“Snake Pit” will play through the 
afternoon. Bike registration begins 
at 11 a.m. 

Baltimore Association
 
Crossway International 

Community Church, Owings 
Mills, has sewing classes at 1 p.m. 
on Saturdays. Darsna McKoy teaches 
the basics and participants work at 
their own pace making what they’re 
comfortable with. McKoy has extra 
sewing machines available for those 
who don’t have one and will bring 
them if needed. 

The church is planning VBS 
using Outrigger Island curriculum 
beginning July 7 and an Upward 

Basketball camp beginning July 21. 
Last month Crossway had 

a health fair, offering 
free medical screenings 
and representatives and 
information. 

First Church, Dundalk, 
has a ladies craft time at 10 
a.m. every Wednesday. 

On May 18,  Middle 
River Church's choir will 
present the cantata, "3:16 
The Numbers of Hope," based 
on Max Lucado's book of the 
same name at 11 a.m.

Patterson Park Church 
installed a lift, making their 
sanctuary handicap accessible 
as well as providing an 
alternative to those who find 
steps too difficult.

Valley Church, Luther-
ville, will have a kid’s summer sports 
camp featuring soccer and basketball 
June 23-27 for kids age kindergarten 
through fifth grade. 

Blue Ridge

Paramount Church, Hagers-
town, celebrated its 40th anniversary 
on April 27. Paramount began as 
Paramount Chapel in 1968. The 
special anniversary service included 
special music with projected pictures 
of church members and activities 
from years past and an anniversary 
dinner on the church grounds.

This month, the church will host a 
mother-daughter dinner. They’ll also 
welcome the “Bumbaugh Family,” a 
singing group from Pennsylvania for 
Mother’s Day.  

Delaware Association

Ogletown Church is preparing 
for its 50th anniversary. Among 
the festivities there will be an 
anniversary banquet on July 19 and 
a picnic at Lums Pond on July 20.

The planning committee is 
seeking pictures, slides and other 
memorabilia media. For more 
information call (302) 737-2511. 

Eastern Association

The women of Berlin First 
Church are selling cookbooks 
featuring their own homemade 
recipes. “It started in a garden” costs 
$10 each and proceeds help fund 
women’s ministry. 

Ocean City Church had an 
Upward Flag Football clinic in April 

in preparation for a new league 
beginning in the fall. 

Mid-Maryland Association

Cornerstone Community 
Church’s young adult group 
celebrated “Pi day” (March 14) by 
getting together, eating pies and 
watching the movie “Amazing 
Grace.”

Cross Life Church, Elkridge, 
will have a track and field camp for 
kids ages 6-13 years old June 23-27 
featuring high jump, discus, javelin, 
long jump, shot put, sprints and 
distance running. The registration 
deadline is May 22. 

Church members are working 
to fill a trailer with supplies to be 
shipped to the Dominican Republic 
to help victims of Hurricane Noel. 
Church members will participate in 
a mission trip to the country in July. 

Gethsemane Church, Glen-
wood, offers free conversational 
English classes from 7 to 9 p.m. every 
Thursday. 

Friendship Church, Sykes-
ville, commissioned a team to go 
to Rwanda April 26-May 9. The 
women on the team will work with 
a missionary to teach homeless 
girls how to sew, giving them a 
trade to get them off of the streets. 
They’ll also show the “Jesus” movie 
and share Christ in other outreach 
opportunities. 

The men will help rebuild a 
missionary retreat center at Lake 
Kivu. They will also show the “Jesus” 
movie and share as the opportunity 

presents itself. 
 The church regularly ministers 

in Puebla, Mexico. John 
Hevey, associate pastor 
and missions coordinator 
said teams do VBS and 
construction work, but 
they also use whatever 
special gifts team members 
provide. A doctor joined 
the team three years ago 
so they’ve been able to 
include medical care. 

Westminster Church 
celebrated their senior 
pastor Larry Steen’s 
25-year anniversary as 
the church’s pastor on 
Mar. 9. Freddy Parker, 
BCM/D missionary for 
Acts 1:8, partnership 
missions, men's ministry 

and prayer, was the guest speaker. 
Other special guests included Carroll 
County delegate, Tanya Thornton 
Sewell, who presented Steen with 
an official citation recognizing his 
dedicated service to God and to the 
people of Westminster Church and 
the community. Linda Ferguson, 
representing Senator Larry Haines, 
also commended Steen and presented 
him with an official citation. 

Members honored Steen with 
fond remembrances and presented 
him and his wife, Dianne, with a 
special gift.

Montgomery Association

Georgia Avenue Church, 
Wheaton, will have is annual 
mission trip Aug. 4-8. The team will 
go to Brunswick, N.C. 

Han Oh is the new worship 
pastor at Harmony Hills 
Community Church of Global 
Mission Church, Silver Spring. 
Oh previously served as the youth 
and worship pastor at Global Harvest 
Church in Dallas, Texas. Han is a 
songwriter and professional musician 
who has performed at Earthlink Live 
in Atlanta, Atlanta Fest at Six Flags, 
and JAMA 2005 in Dallas. He has 
released two acoustic albums, “The 
Beautiful Life Acoustic Sessions,” 
and “Benefit of the Doubt.” He is a 
graduate of Emory University and 
Southwestern Theological Seminary.

Potomac Association

Joy Christian Fellowship now 

Larry and Dianne Steen celebrate 25 years of serving as the pastor of 
Westminster Church.

Arundel

Baltimore
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Delaware

Eastern

Mid-Maryland

Montgomery
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meets at 127 Bannister Circle in 
Waldorf. 

Marbury Church members 
and youth from Potomac Heights 
Church provide breakfasts, laundry, 
showers and dinners for needy people 
in their community.  

Potomac Heights Church is 
using an “Ark Almighty” website to 
connect people in the congregation 
with specific needs with those who 
can meet them. For example, recently 
someone posted that they needed a 
refrigerator. Someone else provided 
one. An elderly member needed yard 
work done. Someone in the church 
did the work. 

The Sunday School department 
at Bayside Church, Chesapeake 
Beach, had an adult fellowship 
dinner boat ride. 

Prince George’s Association

First Church, Laurel, is 
starting a Saturday night service 
geared towards young adults. 

On April 27, First Church's 
choir and orchestra combined with 
the BCM/D Chorale and Jubilation 
Orchestraand four other churches 
to  present the cantata, "3:16 The 
Numbers of Hope," based on Max 
Lucado's book.

First Church, Suitland, had 
a missions conference last month 
featuring guest speaker Nathan Leigh 
from Washington Bible College. The 
mission project was collecting items 
for Fisher House at Andrew Air Force 
Base. They collected slippers, t-shirts, 
sweatpants, socks, backpacks and 
weight lifting gloves that protect the 
hands of new wheelchair users. 

Church members also met last 
month to “take Jesus to the streets.” 
Members gathered for prayer then 
went throughout local neighborhoods 
praying for neighbors. 

The women of Greenbelt 
Church are ministering to their 
local police department. They’ve been 
praying for policemen and delivering 
homemade cookies. The ministry is 
called “cookies for cops.”

Oxon Hill Church has an 
international ministry led by 
Ramone Hugo. The church has an 
ongoing ministry to Filipino teachers. 
Willard Spurlock, Oxon Hill’s pastor, 
said teachers from the Philippines 
come to the area for jobs. The school 
system helps them find temporary 
housing, but they need other supplies 

like house wares, some furniture and 
other supplies. One of those teachers 
began attending Oxon Hill and made 
the church aware of the teachers’ 
needs. Now the church has about 
20-30 Filipinos who attend as a result 
to the ministry to the teachers. 

Spurlock said the church 
does not want to have a separate 
Filipino Church, but wants to have 
an integrated congregation. The 
Filipinos’ native tongue is Tagalong, 
but most speak English. 

The church is preparing to 
celebrate its 65th anniversary with 
a special service on June 19 followed 
by a reception. 

Susquehanna 

The Women on Mission at Towne 
Church hosted a "Focus on WMU" 
Breakfast for their ladies, Acteens 
and GA's on Saturday, Mar. 8. Former 
Southern Baptist missionary, Susan 
Thompson Robertson, shared her 
dramatic personal testimony relating 
the truths of God's Word in an 
inspiring, uplifting, and challenging 
manner. Hearts were touched and 
refocused in an amazing way!

Oak Grove Church, Bel 
Air, will host the Children of the 
World as part of their 2007-2008 
U.S. tour at 6 p.m. on May 18. The 
choir is comprised of orphaned 
and disadvantaged children from 
several different countries. They will 
sing in English and in their native 
dialects and they’ll share their 
stirring personal testimonies. The 
children have performed in at Focus 
on the Family events, The Brooklyn 
Tabernacle, The Crystal Cathedral 
and at Disney World. 

The Oak Grove Elementary 
Choir will open for the Children of 
the World. For more information 
about the Children of the World, see 
their website: www.worldhelp.net/
MusicOutreach.aspx.

Western Association

Western Association will 
have its annual prayer/evangelism 
conference this on May 12 and 13. 
Author and speaker John Franklin 
is the guest speaker.

 The schedule is a supper and 
message from 6 to 7 p.m. on May 12 
at First Church, Cumberland, 
followed two training sessions and 
dialogue from 7-9 p.m. 

On Tuesday, May 13, there 
will be a pastor’s lunch with John 
Franklin and Randy Millwood, 
BCM/D missionary for missional 
church leadership, small groups, 
E-quip.net and seminary extension, 
from noon to 1:30 p.m. at the La Vale 

Western Sizzlin Steakhouse. The 
cost is $6 each. 

For more information or to 
register for the events contact 
Kenny Heath, Western Association’s 
director of missions, at wbamb@juno.
com. 

Prince George’s

Susquehanna

Western
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By Diana Davis

They’re sitting in your 
pews. They’re shorter 
than you, and they’re 

wiggly. We’re talking about the 
youngest members of your church 
family – the children. Looking for 
creative ways to involve children in 
your church’s worship service? Try 
some of these: 
• Invite a children’s class to 
memorize a Scripture to recite in 
worship. 
• Ask children to submit original art 
or poems about upcoming sermon 
topics, and use some in bulletins or 
audiovisuals. 
• Provide a “pastor’s pal’s” notebook 
for sermon notes. 
• A brief song by a children’s choir 
enhances worship. Ask parents to 
stand afterward so children can 
easily locate them. 
• Children could serve alongside 
adults as greeters or ushers.  
• Ask children to distribute handouts 
or help with visuals, such as holding 

large letters to spell a sermon’s key 
word.  
• Plan for an older child to read 
Scripture or lead prayer occasionally. 
• Our church presented a children’s 
Bible on the first Sunday a new 
age-group of children came for “big 
church.”
• Encourage adults to welcome 
children who come to worship 
alone. My husband was one of those 
children.
• Invite children to perform an 
impromptu song to illustrate a 
sermon, i.e. “A wise man built his 
house upon the rock.”  
• Involve children in simple drama 
or visual worship, i.e. waving palm 
branches on Palm Sunday. 
• If children are dismissed for 
children’s church after the music, 
make an announcement and allow 
them to leave from a visible exit 
together.
• Some churches create a children’s 
worship bulletin or folder for parents 
to give children during the sermon. 
It contains activities to reinforce the 

sermon, such as a fill-in-the-blank 
sermon outline or a “sermon word of 
the day” inviting them to count how 
many times a theme word is used. 
• Print out a family devotional book 
to help whole families engage in 
worship throughout the week.

It starts with the parents! A 
“How to worship with your child” 
class can help parents model true 
worship and engage their child 
in worship. Create expectancy by 
talking about worship during the 
week. One couple takes their child to 
church for a few minutes on Saturday 
to walk past pews and pray for people 
who’ll worship there Sunday. Prepare 
well on Saturday to ease Sunday 
morning stress. When our children 
were young, I had a great motivation 
plan for getting to church on time. If 
they were all dressed and ready on 
time, we’d stop for donuts. If not, we’d 
eat a quick bowl of cereal. We rarely 
had cereal!

Parents must deliberately 
take care of their child’s bathroom 
and drink needs before worship. 

Arriving early, they can select a seat 
near the front for an unobstructed 
view (and kids will love watching 
instrumentalists.) During worship, 
parents may occasionally whisper 
to help children understand what’s 
going on. Children can hold the 
Bible and follow along as Scripture 
is read. They can stand or kneel at 
the appropriate time, joyfully sing 
to God, pray reverently, and give an 
offering. Teaching a child to worship 
God can be one of the most joyful 
privileges of parenthood.

One pastor demonstrates the 
value of children by asking them to 
pray for him. Jesus once said, “Let 
the little children come to Me” 
(Mk 10:14b.) Children are a treasure 
to God and to your church family.  
Will you value their participation 
and engage them in worship next 
Sunday?  

© Diana Davis, wife of Indiana 
Baptists’ executive director and 

author of Fresh Ideas (B&H ’07) and 
Fresh Ideas for Women’s Ministry 

(B&H ’08) www.keeponshining.com.

Fresh Ideas: Small Treasures

By Shannon Baker
BCM/D National Correspondent 

So... you are planning your next 
mission trip, but you’re finding 
your wallet a little empty? 

Consider these ideas for raising funds 
for your gospel adventure:

Matthew Gregory, director of 
children and youth at First Church, 
Knoxville, Md., holds a yearly 
spaghetti dinner and silent auction 
to fund their World Changers mission 
trips. The mission group contacts local 
businesses and retailers for donations 
for their auction and the congregation 
donates all the food for the dinner.

“Our youth all dress in black 
pants and white shirts and serve 
everyone and cater to their needs,” 
explained Gregory, who dresses in a 
tuxedo and greets all the guests. “Our 
attendance usually averages from 
200-260 people. We usually raise 
between $4,000- $5,000.” 

Grace Schofield, of First Church, 
Frederick, Md., said her church holds 

a carnival, complete with a rock-
climbing wall, snow cones, dunking 
tank, and inflatable games, such as 
a bungee run and gladiator joust, to 
raise support. 

The church also participates in 
community festivals in Frederick, 
where they recently set up a dunking 
tank in which mayoral candidates 
were targeted. They also made 
necklaces and handed out flyers that 
requested donations for their trip to 
Romania.

Joanne Gardner, regional direc-
tor and mission coordinator for Hope 
of Life, a partner organization to 
NorthStar Community Church in 
Monrovia, Md., believes that sponsor 
letters are still a very important and 
key element to fundraising.

“We encourage our church team to 
get these out as soon as possible,” she 
said.  “However, we do require that 
people send their sponsor letters to 
people outside the church ... so that the 
church doesn't get overwhelmed with 
individuals sending them multiple 

letters and also so that we can then 
approach the church directly if we 
need funds for the special project we 
have chosen (like building a church or 
rooms for orphans, etc.).” 

Gardner says that the sponsor 
letters give the team members an 
opportunity to share with others in 
their circle of influence – potentially 
those who are not churched – what 
God is doing in their lives and why 
they feel called to participate on this 
mission trip.

“We look for fundraising events 
that can get us out in the community 
and have participation by others,” 
she said, explaining that they have 
recycled electronic equipment (cell 
phones, PDAs, DVDs, video games, 
etc.), held community yard sales, and 
participated with local restaurants.

“We held yard sales for several 
years and became known as ‘the 
church that raises money for 
Guatemala,’” Gardner said. “The 
event was so successful from the 
community's viewpoint, that people 

would call us to see when we were 
scheduled to do another one.”

Leftover items are then donated 
to other mission organizations in 
West Virginia and Appalachia. 

One BBQ fundraiser had to be 
booked almost a year in advance. 
Since the food was all donated, they 
were able to have all the proceeds go 
to the team. The event was held at 
their church, where team members 
served as the waiters/waitresses. 

“This one event brought in enough 
money to cover the cost of their entire 
mission trip!” Gardner shared.

“Our church has done jewelry 
sales (with donated jewelry) prior 
to Mother's Day, graduation and 
Christmas,” she said. “It could be a 
mother's night out with a popcorn and 
movie night for the children or lawn 
raking and cleanup in the fall.” 

For more fundraising ideas, visit 
online at www.fundraising-ideas.org. 

Need fundraising ideas for your next mission trip?



May 2008 Your church... Page 15

By Shannon Baker
BCM/D National Correspondent

NEW YORK CITY—Nelson 
Searcy, lead pastor of The Journey 
Church in New York City, and 
Jennifer Dykes Henson, co-authors 
of Fusion, offer six lessons about 
assimilating first-time guests into 
being fully engaged members of your 
church:

Your first time guests are a gift 
from God.

“Nobody who comes through 
the doors of your church ever comes 
haphazardly,” shares Henson. “God 
has a reason that that person came 
to you and when he brings that 
person to you, he has a plan for that 
person in your church.”

Increasing the retention of your 
first-time guests will radically im-
pact your church’s growth.

“That’s simply logical. If you 
keep twice as many guests over 
the next year as you kept last year, 
then your church is going to grow,” 
Searcy explains. “Just by working on 
this one area, you can dramatically 
impact the growth of your church.”

The assimilation system works 
whether you are a contemporary 
church, like The Journey, or whether 
you are a traditional church, he 
says.

“If you’ve never really sat 
down and thought through your 
assimilation process, you’re probably 
not maximizing the growth of your 
church,” he speculates, noting that 
each week, The Journey sends out 
handwritten notes and prays for 
their first-time guests.

You have seven minutes to make 
a first impression.

“When a new person walks 
into your church, they are coming 
in on autopilot,” Henson shares, 
describing what happens for the first 
seven minutes for the visitor at your 
church. “They are taking signals 
from everything that they see, that 
speaks to their subconscious about 
whether or not they are comfortable 
in this environment and whether or 
not they want to be a part of this 
environment again.”

She notes that most people make 

a decision about coming back before a 
single worship song is sung or before 
the preacher ever says a word.

“The key is to make them 
welcome, at home and comfortable 
before the service ever begins,” she 
says.

Searcy says the first things that 
people notice about your church are 
the parking lot and the bathrooms. 
Women typically notice the children’s 
ministry areas.

“It’s cliché, but it’s true: ‘You 
never get a second chance to make a 
first impression,’” he reminds.

In their book, the authors 
discuss the four different areas in 
the pre-service (how to get people 
from the street to the seat): greeting 
your guests, directing your guests, 
treating them, seating them and 
making sure you’ve covered all the 
bases you can to get them comfortable 
and ready to hear the Word of God. 

You need a system for follow-up 
or else a guest will fall through the 
cracks.

“I feel like the antithesis of a 
system is operating haphazardly,” 
Henson shares. “If you are being 
haphazard, then you’re just not 
following through the way God 
wants you to... because when God 
sends you a guest, he is not sending 
that guest haphazardly.”

Searcy suggests that churches 
develop some sort of flowchart to 
depict how first-time guests are 
assimilated. Once the first time 
impression is made, what happens 
with that guest? Do they fill out a 
guest card? Does that guest card 
get entered? Do you follow up with 
them? Do you call them? Do you 
email them? Do you send out a gift? 
What do you do?

That’s what Fusion is really all 
about, shares Searcy, explaining 
that the book provides readers with 
a proven system that can be applied 
to their churches.

“Whether you adhere to that 
system or not, you just need to make 
sure you have a system in place,” 
recommends Henson, adding that 
the follow-up should be fast, friendly, 
and functional.

“When your follow-up is these 

three things, it will resonate with 
the people who are coming in,” she 
says.

You have to define the end re-
sult.

“The next step is really a 
question,” Searcy explains. “What 
does a fully assimilated person in 
your church look like? Will they 
become a member of the church? 
A member of one of your small 
groups?”

Knowing the end result helps 
you know what kind of system to 
build, he adds.

“Clarity is really the key,” Searcy 
shares. “When God sends you a 
first-time guest, are you clear about 
what their next step is?” He suggests 
telling guests that you want them 
to come, to get into a small group, 
to go to a pastor’s reception or to a 
membership class.

“Whatever it is for you, just lay it 
out very clearly,” he advises. “Make 
it crystal clear and then tell people 
constantly what their next step is.”

You must prepare for first-time 
guests before God sends them.

Pointing to the principle of 
spiritual readiness, Henson and 
Searcy point to how Billy Graham 
crusade organizers know the 
number of people who will come 
forward to make decisions for Christ 
before the event even begins. It 
directly correlates with the number 
of counselors that are in place to 
receive these people as they come 
forward.

“It makes perfect sense, because 
God will never give you more than 
you are prepared to receive,” Henson 
says. “He will not outpace our level 
of readiness.”

“According to your faith will 
it be done unto you,” Searcy adds. 
“There’s something about your 
preparation and God’s blessing. 
You can’t trick God, but you can 
cooperate with him.”

To learn more about 
assimilation and other church 

leadership issues or to purchase 
Fusion, visit online at www.

churchleaderinsights.com. 

Fusion: Six tips for turning guests into members 
of your church

Are you inspired 
by the stories of 

churches responding 
to the Acts 1:8 

Challenge?

Do you dream of the day 
when you will see YOUR 

CHURCH awakened, 
equipped, commissioned, 

empowered and sent?

The North American Mission 
Board (NAMB) had your 
church in mind when it 

developed the new Church 
Renewal Journey. There is 
no need to dream when the 
reality of getting started is 
only a prayer, and a phone 

call or an e-mail away. 

Here are the contacts to 
help you get started.
In Maryland/Delaware, 

contact Freddy Parker, Acts 
1:8 missionary, fparker@bcmd.
org;  (410) 290-5290, ext. 215;

• At NAMB, contact Fred & 
Pat Mueller, Church Renewal, 

fwm@comcast.net; (301) 
384-0524; www.churchrenewal.

net; www.ActsOne8.com; 

• For national events, go to 
www.churchrenewaljourney.net.

HELP WANTED-  If you have 
previously served as a team 

member on any Renewal 
Weekend and/or if you are 

interested in serving as a team 
member in the future, please 
register your interests on the 

NAMB Renewal web site, www.
churchrenewaljourney.net.
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The day started like this: my 
son’s car was stolen, I was late 
for work, and I left my laptop at 

home. All before lunch! The 25 things 
on my to do list were not even close to 
finished and they all had a deadline 

of 5:00 today. It 
is those kinds of 
days that would be 
better skipped, but 
unfortunately we 
all have them!

Sometimes it’s 
not the day, but the 
schedule: multiple 
events, deadlines 
and assignments 
coming within a 
few days. 

Worry and 
stress in our lives 
has never been 
intended to take us 
down, but rather a 

time for God’s presence to shine. The 
Bible is full of verses on the topic. One 
of my favorites is II Kings 3:18, “This 
is an easy thing in the eyes of the 
Lord.”

These words were spoken by an 
angel giving instructions to Elisha. 
The King of Israel, Judah and Edom 
had been marching with their armies 
for seven days. The water supply was 
completely gone. Stress and frustration 
were at a peak. If they didn’t die first, 
how could they face the Moabites 
dehydrated? The King of Israel began 
to question God and His plan. Sound 
familiar? I know in the midst of my 
bad days and stressful schedules I 
get frustrated and even sometimes 
question God’s planning. After all, He 
led me to serve… well, you know the 
conversation. But somewhere in the 
midst of it all, instead of blaming God 
we begin looking for His help. That 
is just what happened with the three 
kings. In desperation they began 
looking for a prophet. This is where 
Elisha comes into the story.  

Elisha questions their request 
until he hears, “It was the Lord who 
called us three kings together….” 
Elisha knew if God was in this then 
He was willing to do his part. That 
is all God requires of us, if the Lord 
calls… then I will do my part and 
trust God to do His. In the case of 
Elisha God came through big!

Elisha was instructed to fill the 
valley with ditches. God would fill 

the ditches with water. This one plan 
would solve ALL the problems. Not 
only would they have water, God would 
use the ditches to lure the Moabites 
into the hands of these three kings for 
an unquestionable victory.

Elisha followed God’s instructions 
and the ditches were built. No doubt 
there had to be a little confusion in 
regards to the plan. The ditches would 
be filled with water but that would 
conquer the Moabites how? God’s plan 
may not always make sense, but it is 
always the one that works.  

The next morning the ditches 
were full of water flowing from the 
direction of Edom.  What kept the 
Moabites from getting the water? 
When the Moabites saw the water it 
appeared to be blood. The Moabites 
assumed the three kings had fought 
against themselves and killed one 
another. Thinking they could walk 
into the Israelite camp and take the 
plunder they began their journey to 
the camp. What a surprise it must 
have been to arrive at camp and find 
the Israelite army waiting. The loss 
was so severe that the king of Moab 
was willing to sacrifice his own son. 
And God’s one unusual plan solved 
ALL the problems!

Imagine the stress this group 
started with, they had no water and 
knew there was a mighty army coming 
their way. I would have been writing 
my will. But remember the words in 
3:18, “This is an easy thing in the 
eyes of the Lord”? No matter how 
bad the day, no matter how stressful 
the schedule, no matter how difficult 
the job, in the eyes of the Lord it is all 
easy when He is involved.  

Summer is about to begin. Kids 
will be out of school. VBS will be  
starting; mission trips happening; 
camps in abundance. And the stress 
and schedules can bring more 
pressures than any of us want to deal 
with. That is when I go to my “Easy” 
button.

I have an “Easy” button hanging 
on the bulletin board in my office. 
Above it hang the words from II 
Kings 3:18. It is there to remind me 
“This is an easy thing in the eyes 
of the Lord.” In the midst of a bad 
day I’ve seen God work in miraculous 
ways. When I think I can’t finish the 
list, God finishes it early. It may be 
hard for me but for God…. 

That was easy! 

That was easy...

Gayla Parker
WMU Executive Director/

WMU, SBC Missions 
Innovator Specialist,

BCM/D Missionary for 
Missions Education/

Customization

By Polly House

NASHVILLE, Tenn.—The 
mystery is over. The songs going in 
the new Baptist have been chosen.

"Amazing Grace" is there, of 
course. So is "Holy, 
Holy, Holy." So are 
"Sanctuary" and "Shout 
to the Lord."

"There is a good mix 
of hymns, worship music 
and praise choruses," said 
Mike Harland, director 
of LifeWay Worship, a 
part of LifeWay Christ-
ian Resources of the 
Southern Baptist Con-
vention. 

"We have com-posers 
from Beethoven to 
Fanny Crosby to Travis 
Cottrell represented in 
this hymnal."

The new hymnal 
has 674 hymns and worship songs. 
"About 300 of these songs are new 
ones to our hymnal," Harland said. 
"Of these 300, about 200 have been 
published in other hymnals, and 
about 100 are brand-new hymns and 
songs that haven’t been published in 
any hymnal before."

The full list of the songs is 
available at www.lifewayworship.
com.

"The selection 
process was arduous," 
Harland said. "There 
are many hymns 
and worship songs 
that are wonderful, 
spiritually uplifting 
songs, but our task to choose 
the best, most theologically sound 
songs we could."

An additional 250 titles are 
included in the WorshipCharts, 
WorshipTracks and selected Worship-
Media accompaniment editions.

"These Extended Collection 
titles include additional hymns and 
worship songs that are not included 
in the Pew Edition of the Baptist 
Hymnal, along with contemporary 
arrangements of hymns that are 
included," Harland said.

Hymns and theology
Because the theology of the hymns 

and songs is so critical, a committee 

made up of theologians and musician/
theologians was compiled to look at 
every hymn and make certain the 
theology was trustworthy before the 
song moved forward to the next level 
of consideration.

Jon Duncan, state 
music director of the 
Georgia  Convention, served 
as leader of this theological 
overview committee.

"This hymnal, as 
with past editions of the 
Baptist Hymnal, serves 
many functions, including 
providing a historical 
document of doctrinal 
beliefs of the family of 
faith known as Baptists," 
Duncan said.

Each song’s suit-
ability was based on these 
questions:

• Does the hymn speak 
biblically of God?

• Is it God-honoring?
• Does the hymn present a biblical 

view of man?
• Does the song help us to cover the 

depth and breadth of our theology?
• Does the hymn call us to true 

discipleship, service, repentance, 
witness, missions and devotion?

• Does the hymn speak biblically 
of salvation?

• Does it engage the whole person 
– allowing a person to express his 
deepest feelings?

• Does the hymn emphasize that 
Christ is the Christian’s Lord, Master 
and King? 

• Does the hymn present an 
Americanized/Westernized gospel? 

• Is there a balance with corporate 
and individual response in worship? 

"The teaching impact through 
singing our hymns cannot be 
understated," Duncan said.

LifeWay already is processing 
orders for the new Baptist Hymnal 
and offering a discount to churches 
preordering the Pew Edition before 
its release. The hymnals will ship on 
or before Aug. 8, 2008.

"There is an excitement from the 
churches about the new hymnal," 
Harland said. "Despite what seems 
to be a trend, a vast majority of our 
churches still use hymnals." 

New Baptist hymnal released

Mike Harland,
Director of LifeWay Worship
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By Sharon Mager
BCM/D Corresponent

BALTIMORE, Md.—Bill Viel 
retired on March 31 as the founder 
and director of Inner Harbor 
Ministries (IHM), leaving an eternal 
legacy in Baltimore City. IHM began 
20 years ago with just Viel and his 
wife, Linda. Now the ministry has 
an army of almost 2,000 volunteers 
loving the people in and around the 
Inner Harbor. 

Viel felt God’s call to ministry 
when he was in the eighth grade. 
In college, he excelled in drama and 
speech. He grins when he tells about 
being offered, and declining, a role in 
a well-know soap opera that still airs 
today.  

He attended Carson Newman 
College where he met his wife, 
Linda. Viel continued his education 
at Southern Seminary. In 1970, 
he began pastoring at Carrollan 
Woods Church, now United Church, 
Hyattsville. It was there that Viel 
began implementing some of his, 
at that time, unorthodox ministry 
methods. 

The young pastor led the church 
in brainstorming ways to engage the 
community through mall ministry, 
year-round backyard Bible clubs and 
puppet ministry – all pretty new 
ideas back in the 70’s. 

“Your call to be outside the lines 
is just as real as their call to be inside 
the lines,” Viel said, adding, with a 
twinkle in his eye, “Today’s outside 
will be tomorrow’s inside.”

During Viel’s tenure the church 
also started a Vietnamese ministry, 
which grew to become the mother 
church of today’s Vietnamese 
churches in Northern Virginia, 
Maryland and Washington, D.C.

Viel moved on to become pastor 
at Forestville Church and took a 
position as an SBC-endorsed chaplain 
to the Maryland State Police, riding 
in cruisers, building bridges with 
the community and helping in crisis 
situations.

Later, while pastoring at First 
Church, Essex, the Viels wrote a 
Nursing Home VBS project that was 
tested and became SBC’s Homebound 
Bible study material. 

It was during a trip to New 
York City to work with some of the 
metropolitan churches that Viel 

began considering what ministry 
could be done at Baltimore’s then 
recently renovated Inner Harbor. 
He began thinking, praying and 
designing a plan.

Chris Wroten, then pastor of Lee 
Street Memorial Church, now The 
Church on Warren Avenue, also had 
a burden for ministry at the Inner 
Harbor. Viel and Wroten met over 
lunch. 

“Chris said, ‘we would like to do 
something (about ministering at the 
Inner Harbor), but we don’t know 
what to do,’” Viel said. 

Viel knew the Mission Service 
Corp (MSC) had just started. He 
contacted the North American 
Mission Board (then known as the 
Home Mission Board) and shortly 
after, he and Linda were appointed 
MSC missionaries and devoted 
themselves to developing IHM as 
a business-resort/leisure ministry 
using Lee Street Memorial as a home 
base. 

Using his unique ministry 
techniques, the Viels started 
gathering volunteers. They used 
music, puppets, mime, clowns and 
did parade and marathon ministry. 
IHM volunteers began Servant 
Evangelism, doing random acts of 
kindness, cleaning restrooms, doing a 
broom ministry outreach and giving 
out free bottles of cold water. 

Viel also partnered with local 
businesses. Day’s Inn management 
began working with Viel, offering 
an area for Bible studies for the 
homeless and eventually providing 
meals. The hotel also began donating 
used linens and blankets to homeless 
shelters. 

In 1990 through IHM, the Viels 
were able to minister internationally. 
The couple was invited to go to the 
U.S.S.R. and show others how to do 
Christian puppet ministry. Then Viel 

was invited back to help begin a Bible 
school, teach ministry evangelism 
and to mobilize others to go. Later, 
he helped start the Kiev Christian 
University, in conjunction with the 
Ukraine Baptist Convention. 

IHM has continued to evolve, 
growing to become a vehicle for 
churches to minister – a catalyst for 
ministry. 

“IHM is so fluid,” Viel said. “It 
jumps over association lines. People 
travel from Glen Burnie and even 
Frederick to the Harbor and back,” 
he said. 

The Viels were recognized for 
their service to IHM at a special 
semi-annual meeting on March 
5. Viel said he is so thankful for 
the opportunity to have served as 
IHM’s founder and director. He was 
especially thankful also that his 
wife, Linda, was recognized as well 
for all the work she’s poured into the 
ministry by his side.

BCM/D executive director, David 
Lee, in an email to BaptistLIFE 
wrote, “Bill Viel is a pioneer. He 
charted his course for unexplored 
territories and his efforts have paved 
the way for today’s expanded efforts 
focused on reaching the hurting in 
Baltimore for Jesus Christ”

Bill Viel is now drawing on 
his many years of experience and 
writing a book sharing 1,000 ways to 
do unique outreach ministry. 

Viel retires from Inner Harbor Ministries after 20 years

Bill and Linda Viel retire after serving for 20 years with Inner Harbor Ministries.
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By Shannon Baker
BCM/D National Correspondent

BALTIMORE, Md.—Shari 
Carter was finishing her Celebration 
meal at last summer’s FamilyFEST 
in Jacksonville, Fla., when she heard 
about the 2008 summer missions 
effort being planned in Baltimore, 
Md. 

She “instantly knew” that she 
wanted to go.

An accountant for Construction 
Imaging Systems in Rocky Mount, 
N.C., Carter participated with other 
church members from Sunset Avenue 
Church in last summer’s FamilyFEST 
in Jacksonville, Fla.

There, they did Backyard Bible 
Clubs, gave away over 1,000 bottles of 
water on the beach and assisted with a 
Latino festival, all in an effort to reach 
people for Jesus. They brought—and 
completely used up—a van packed full 
of supplies for the week, as well as 45 
book bags filled with school supplies, 
hygiene kits and healthcare items, all 
donated from their home church.

Included in the eight-member 
team were two eight year olds. 

Carter admits she was worried 
that the kids, daughters of two of the 
moms on the trip, would wander off or 
would become cranky when they were 
tired. 

Instead, “they were real troopers,” 
Carter said, reflecting on the 
experience. “It’s good for the children 
to do missions early in their lives.”

Carter also noted that having the 
children on the team helped break 
down the barriers between the team 
and the people they met on the mission 
field. “The people in the city would see 
the children and not be afraid,” she 
explained.

Carter was also touched by 
the children they met in the city 
neighborhoods and community parks.

“These children were unlike any 
I’d ever been around,” she shared. 
Even as the crowd swelled to over 
60 kids, she was amazed at how 
standoffish others were at first. 

“One girl was very angry,” she 
remembered. Another team member 
approached the little girl and told 
her, “I was laying in the bed and 
even before I knew your name, I was 
praying for you.”

Immediately, the little girl’s face 

softened, and she smiled 
throughout the next 
three days of songs, 
games, crafts and Bible 
lessons.

Carter hopes to 
see the same results 
in Baltimore in the 
FamilyFEST scheduled 
for June 21–25. 

The effort is a 
partnership between 
national Woman’s Mis-
sionary Union®, the 
Baptist Convention of 
Maryland /Delaware, 
and Embrace Balti-
m o r e — B a l t i m o r e 
Association.

National WMU 
representative and Fam-
ilyFEST coordinator 
Kristy Carr explains, 
“FamilyFEST offers a 
prepackaged missions 
experience that provides 
volunteers an opportunity 
to partner with Christians from around 
the country, using their individual gifts 
and abilities to reach out and minister 
to others in Christ's name.”

Explaining that the ministry 
projects are determined by the local 
churches in order to best meet the 
needs in their community, Carr 
says that FamilyFEST is designed 
for families, adults, students and 
children, six years and older, to have 
the opportunity to experience missions 
first-hand.

“FamilyFEST offers a unique 
opportunity for families to participate in 
a missions trip together. Families serve 
together as children learn missions 
from working alongside their parents, 
grandparents, or other adults,” she 
says, adding that FamilyFEST is not 
just for families of the same household, 
but can be a great experience for church 
families and friends as well.

Mission activities include sports 
camps, creative arts ministries, 
Backyard Bible Clubs/VBS, light 
construction and repairs and servant 
ministries. Prayerwalking is a large 
part of the missions effort.

“Prayer is vital in all that we do,” 
Carr said.

“I love the FamilyFEST ex-
perience,” shared Carter. “It is one of 
the most organized things I have ever 

done. I didn’t know what I was getting 
into, but everything was ready when I 
got there.”

She added, “Because it is so easy, 
it makes you want to go again and 
again.”

In addition to Baltimore, this 
year’s FamilyFEST sites include 
Tijuana, Mexico, on July 19-24, and 
Kansas City, Kan., on July 21-25.

This year’s cost varies based on 

each family size. For local participants 
requiring no overnight stay, it costs 
$15 for one day (per person) or $25 
two or more days (per person). 

For more information about 
partnering with FamilyFEST 

volunteers in Baltimore, contact 
Earl Gray at (443) 690-1953; egray@

embracebaltimore.com or Carr at 
(205) 991-4097; kcarr@wmu.org.

FamilyFEST gives families experience in missions
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Members from Sunset Avenue Church, Rocky Mountain, N.C., use relays to teach children in a park near Paul Avenue 
Church during last summer’s FamilyFEST in Jacksonville, Fla. 
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Two BCM/D churches, First, Aberdeen and Calvary, Bel Air, partner with First, Long Beach, Miss.
By Karen L. Willoughby

LONG BEACH, Miss. (BP)—
At first glance it looked as though 
First Church had been completely 
destroyed by Hurricane Katrina, but 
that was before the character of its 
people and the cooperative spirit of 
Southern Baptists kicked in.

“Pre-Katrina ... we thought we 
were a Great Commission church,” 
said LaRue Stephens, pastor of the 
Gulf Coast congregation in Long 
Beach, Miss. “We gave a lot of money 
to missions, sent a lot of missions 
teams all over the world, and many 
of our people had been involved in 
direct support or going. We had our 
community food bank ministry, and 
housed it on our campus at no cost, 
plus provided volunteers for it.

“However, one of the sweet 
blessings of the storm is that God 
allowed it to remove the walls,” 
Stephens said. “We had to decide 
what do we do now, and we began to 
discover that the place to do church 
was not behind the walls in activities 
we called Bible study and worship. 
The place to do church is out in the 
community. With no walls to be 
concerned about, we saw the real 
needs of real people.”

Cooperative-thinking Southern 
Baptists, meanwhile, took note 
of the church’s needs. Within two 
weeks after the hurricane, First 
Church had sound equipment for its 
worship services and computers for 
its offices.

Located one block off U.S. 90, 
which runs alongside the usually 
placid Gulf of Mexico, First Church 
was in the direct path of Katrina 
when the hurricane made landfall 
on Aug. 29, 2005. All that remained 
of the church when the wind stopped 
howling was the worship center’s 
round roof and a modern-shaped 
steeple topped by a cross that the 
wind was able to blow through rather 
than push over.

Stephens, who has led First 
Church for nearly 11 years, said the 
church is “committed to maintaining 
our level of commitment to the 
Cooperative Program because number 
one, we know what it means to have 
nothing.” Pre-K (pre-Katrina), about 
500 people worshipped at the church 

on Sunday mornings. 
“We understand the value of a 

cooperative partnership because we 
have benefited from the cooperative 
efforts of Southern Baptists around 
the nation. But even before Katrina, 
we knew the value of the Cooperative 
Program,” Stephens said, noting that 
it gives the church “an organized and 
efficient chan-
nel...to engage 
in significant 
Gospel min-
istry that im-
pacts people in 
time and for 
eternity.”

With the fi-
nancial, prayer 
and hands-on 
support from 
150 partnering 
churches across 
the country, 
First Church 
accomplished 
an amazing 
variety of 
m i n i s t r i e s 
in the weeks 
and months 
after the hurricane, which touched 
virtually every family remaining in 
Long Beach and the surrounding 
region.

“It was a neat thing to watch 
our people,” said Brenda Davis, 
First Church’s minister of education. 
“They had lost everything, but they 
were helping others. It gave them a 
purpose.”

“We didn’t even think about 
rebuilding the church for nearly a 
year,” Stephens said. First Church 
initially met for worship services at 
an elementary school; now it meets at 
a middle school. “When we did start 
talking about rebuilding, it dawned 
on me that when you’re involved in 
meaningful ministry – connecting 
with people at their point of need – 
you really don’t think about yourself 
or your need.

“Through Southern Baptists’ 
amazing spirit of cooperation, people 
from all over the country helped us 
meet peoples’ needs here,” Stephens 
said. “We’ve been overwhelmed by all 
the volunteers we’ve had.”

To this day, First Long Beach 

continues to coordinate housing for 
construction mission teams. More 
teams still are needed, Stephens 
added.

Despite their losses, and the 
tremendous needs in Long Beach 
and the Mississippi Gulf Coast, 
First Church continued its five-year 
partnership with First Church in 

the port city of Bath, Maine, and is 
developing a three-year partnership 
with First Church in Aberdeen, 
Md., a Southern Baptist church 
directly outside a military base 
expected to triple in size over the 
next few years as other bases around 
the nation are decommissioned.

The new partnership in 
Maryland builds on a mutual military 
connection. A Navy construction 
battalion, the Seabees, is located 
near Long Beach, while Keesler 
Air Force Base in Biloxi, Miss., is 
about 15 miles away. Many military 
families live in Long Beach because 
of the highly regarded public school 
system.

“We feel strongly about our 
involvement with military families,” 
Stephens said. “We have been 
intentional in our ministry to the 
Seabees, especially, during the last 
11 years.”

When Katrina careened through 
the area, Calvary Church in Bel 
Air, Md., became one of First Long 
Beach’s partnership churches. The 
person responsible for coordinating 

Calvary’s eight mission trips to the 
Mississippi Gulf Coast was Mike 
Karmann, a deacon and Bible study 
leader, who recently was called 
as pastor of First Church in 
Aberdeen.

“We feel this [partnership with 
First, Aberdeen] is a significant 
opportunity for us,” Stephens said. 

“Mike has led teams here 
to restore homes and make 
families whole again. How 
can we not go up there 
and help Mike rebuild 
their facilities, provide 
leadership training, back-
yard Bible clubs, and 
Vacation Bible School? We 
feel compelled to help that 
congregation connect with 
military families there.”

Other needs expressed 
by church leaders: a piano 
for choir rehearsals, organ, 
classroom tables and 
chairs, sound equipment 
for the children and youth 
areas, additional lighting, 
puppets and related 
staging, a third octave 
of handbells, teacher 

preparation materials for the church 
library, commentaries and computers 
for tutoring.

“We could use Christian 
inspirational reading but if we had 
to pick and choose, our goal is to 
reach and preach the Word of God,” 
Stephens said. “To communicate that 
to our people and our teachers, we 
need to assist with their Bible study 
materials because they lost it in their 
homes, too.

“God has faithfully provided 
everything we have needed at each 
stage of our ministry since Katrina 
– and before,” the pastor continued. 
“We’re trusting Him to continue to do 
what He has done, as we have been 
obedient and even eager to serve in 
His Kingdom agenda in Long Beach 
and across the world.” 

Karen L. Willoughby is managing 
editor of the Baptist Message, 
newsjournal of the Louisiana 

Baptist Convention.

Despite destruction by Katrina, church keeps missions focus

Hurricane Katrina’s devastation of First Baptist Church in Long Beach, Miss., failed 
to derail the congregation’s outreach to its community and, through the Cooperative 
Program, its part in Southern Baptist worldwide missions and ministries.
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By Shannon Baker
BCM/D National Correspondent

COLUMBIA, Md.—It was in all 
the headlines. In December, 24-year-
old Matthew Murray killed two staff 
members and wounded two others 
at a Youth With a Mission facility 
in Denver before killing two and 
wounding three others at New Life 
Church in Colorado Springs.

Though a volunteer security 
officer shot the young man several 
times, it was later ruled that Murray 
died from a self-inflicted gunshot 
wound. 

Denver television stations, in 
trying to piece together the acts of 
violence, pointed to Murray’s website, 
in which Murray reportedly wrote, 
“All I want to do is kill and injure 
as many of you ... as I can especially 
Christians who are to blame for most 
of the problems in the world.”

In his website, www.christianadc.
org, Gary Cass, chairman of 
the Christian Anti-Defamation 
Commission, called the violence the 
worst incident of Christian-bashing 
that happened in 2007. 

With the growing number of 
churches and educational institutions 
affected with such violence (see sidebar), 
the Baptist Convention of Maryland/
Delaware (BCM/D) has developed 
emergency response guidelines to 
assist churches in the development of 
personalized procedures for handling 

violent intruders.
“Every church facility is different, 

and every situation unique,” noted 
Bob Simpson, BCM/D’s associate 
executive director. “It is impossible 
to cover every conceivable scenario. 
Instead, this resource is intended 
as a guideline for the most severe 
situations involving violent intrusion 
of a church facility.”

At a minimum, Simpson said that 
all staff and key volunteers (ushers, 
greeters, teachers, custodians, etc.) 
should be thoroughly acquainted with 
their specific procedures. Regular 
updates and training sessions should 
be provided to keep new and seasoned 
personnel on the same page.

It is also important that police 
notification should not be left to 
chance, Simpson said. Specific 
individuals should be charged with 
the responsibility of calling 911. 

“This should not be performed 
by the pastor or other obvious 
authority figure, but instead should 
be delegated to a less visible leader 
in the community. More than one 
person should be charged with this 
responsibility,” he said.

Simpson recommends that 
church leaders establish and train 
an intercept team from among those 
normally charged with greeting 
guests and members. The intercept 
team is responsible for identifying 
and responding to potential threats.

Simpson cautions these leaders 

to be attentive but not 
suspicious. 

“The church should be 
a place where broken and 
distraught people come 
for healing. A loving attitude and 
much prayer have prevented many 
tragedies. Do not underestimate the 
power of prayer,” he said.

He also advised that not all broken 
and hurting people are immediately 
receptive to the helpful intentions of 
a stranger. 

“This should not be considered 
cause for concern unless the individual 
is exhibiting other abhorrent 
behaviors,” he said, pointing to actual 
or threatened physical aggression, 
use of excessive vulgarity, possessing 
a weapon, actively avoiding all contact 
with others, extreme anger or apparent 
loss of self-control, or the appearance 
of being in an altered state.

In the event that a potential 
threat exists, the intercept team 
should follow the established protocol 
for gently isolating the individual(s) 
from the congregation. 

“This should be done in a spirit 
of love and gentleness, and should not 
be seen as an overtly defensive action 
unless actual physical violence has 
occurred or appears unavoidable,” 
Simpson said.

The response to an unarmed 
physical altercation will be markedly 
different, and much easier to handle, 
than an armed attack. For that 

reason, the procedures 
recommended on the 
BCM/D website are for 
the worst-case scenario of 
an actual armed attack in 

which injury or loss of life has already 
occurred. 

“The best response is a reasoned 
response,” Simpson said. “Do not 
assume that instinct will suffice in 
the face of an emergency.” 

For complete details on how to 
respond or to download a full copy of 
the Emergency Response Procedure, 
visit online at www.bcmd.org.

Protect your church from violent intruders

BCM/D 
May & June Events

May
2-3  Deacons Touching Lives, 
Meeting Needs & Sharing Christ 
through Ministry Evangelism, South 
Shore Church, Crownsville, Md. (ext. 
213)

3- Disaster Relief Basic Training-
Feeding Unit, Hughesville Church, 
Hughesville, Md. (ext. 226)

11 Mother’s Day

16-17  “Breathless” BCM/D Women’s 
Conference, Faith, Glen Burnie, Md. 
(ext. 252)

June
6-8  Organic Greenhouse, BMRC, 
(ext. 225)

10-11 Southern Baptist Convention, 
Indianapolis, IN

15 Father’s Day

15-20 Centrifuge Week 1, Skycroft, 
(800-536-6759)

21-25 FamilyFEST, Baltimore, Md. 
(ext. 231)

22-27 Centrifuge Plus Week 2, 
Skycroft, (800-536-6759)

29-July 4 Centrifuge Plus Week 3, 
Skycroft, (800-536-6759)

For detailed information, 
go to www.bcmd.org/calendar or 
call 1-800-466-5290 and dial the 

extension listed.

Gary Cass, chairman of the 
Christian Anti-Defamation Com-
mission (www.christianadc.org), 
recently compiled a list of church 
shootings, or those closely related to 
a church setting, prompting attention 
to a growing concern among American 
congregations:

Dec. 9, 2007: Matthew Murray, 
24, of Englewood, Colo., killed two 
staff members and wounded two 
others at a Youth With a Mission 
facility in Denver before killing two 
and wounding three others at New 
Life Church in Colorado Springs.

Aug. 12, 2007: A lone gunman, 
Eiken Elam Saimon, opened fire in a 
Missouri Micronesian church, killing 
a pastor and two other churchgoers.

May 20, 2007: A standoff 
between police and a suspect in 
the shootings of three people in a 
Moscow, Idaho, Presbyterian church 
ended with three dead, including one 
police officer.

Although not at a church building, 
the Oct. 2, 2006, attack in Lancaster 
County, Pa., by a gunman who killed 
five girls and then himself at an Amish 
school targeted a religious site.

May 21, 2006: Louisiana. Four 
were killed by a man at Jesus Christ 
Church.

Feb. 26, 2006: Michigan. Two 
people were killed at Zion Hope 
Missionary Church by a man who 
reportedly went to the church looking 
for his girlfriend. He later killed 

himself.
April 9, 2005: A 27-year-old 

airman died after being shot at a 
church in College Park, Ga., where 
he had once worked as a security 
guard.

Mar. 12, 2005: A man walked 
into the services of the Living Church 
of God in Milwaukee and open fired 
immediately, killing seven people.

Oct. 5, 2003: A woman opened 
fire in Turner Monumental AME 
church in Kirkwood, east of Atlanta, 
killing the pastor and two others.

Sept. 16, 1999: Seven young 
people were killed when a man opened 
fire during a prayer service for teen-
agers at the Wedgewood Church in 
Fort Worth, Texas. 

Violence in the church in the last nine years
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“Dear Counselor” with CentrePointe Counseling, Inc.

“How do I help a grief stricken spouse make decisions?”

Dear Counselor:
My friend’s husband just 

died. She is grief-stricken and 
may consider moving soon. Are 
there general guidelines about 
making major decisions after 
the loss of a spouse?

                 –“Church Friend”

Dear “Church Friend:”
There are no hard and fast rules 

about decision making, or about 
anything, in the grieving process. 
In his handbook on grieving, J. Shep 
Jeffreys (2005) points out that there 
are seven principles of human grief: 
You cannot fix or cure grief; there is 
no one right way to grieve; there is 
no universal timetable for the grief 
journey; every loss is a multiple loss; 
change = loss = grief; we grieve old 
loss while grieving new loss; and we 

grieve when a loss has occurred or is 
threatened.

While some would say that it is 
best not to make a major decision 
for six months after the death of a 
loved one, it really depends on many 
factors. For instance, in the case of 
someone wanting to quickly move, 
it may be a physical or financial 
necessity. Or, the spouse may have 
been dying over a long period of 
time and the plan to move has been 
thought out for years. Or, someone’s 
grief process may be of shorter or 
longer duration.

Assessing where the person is in 
the tasks of mourning would give a 
better guide to the wisdom of making 
major decisions. William Worden 
(2002) says there are four tasks of 
mourning: To accept the reality of 
the loss; to work through the pain of 

grief; to adjust to new environment 
after loss; to emotionally relocate 
the deceased or other condition and 
move on with life. A decision to move 
could be an avoidance of the working 
through of the grief, or it could be a 
part of the moving on with life. Since 
major change itself can generate 
feelings of loss and grief, the major 
change of moving can complicate the 
grieving process if a person is not 
ready.  

As a friend who might have a 
number of significant conversations 
with this grieving person, you 
would have a chance to assess how 
the person is doing in the tasks of 
mourning. If you sense your friend 
focusing on a move without the 
necessary moving on in the grief 
process, you might suggest that they 
have a few conversations with their 

pastor, or a grief counselor, before 
making that major decision.

Questions may be e-mailed 
to trodgerson@bcmd.org with the 

subject line indicating, “Dear 
Counselor;” or mailed to Dr. Tom 
Rodgerson, 8203 Harford Road, 

Parkville, MD 21234. 

CentrePointe has offices in the 
following locations: Cambridge, 
Catonsville, Columbia, Crofton, 

Dunkirk, Frederick, Glen Burnie, 
Hughesville, Lanham, Laurel, 

Lutherville, Mechanicsville, 
Middle River, Odenton, Parkville, 

Rockville, Severn, Silver Spring, 
Waldorf and Westminster.

ASSOCIATE PASTOR - Seven 
Locks Baptist Church of Potomac, 
Md., is currently accepting resumes 
for a full associate pastor. Primary 
responsibilities will be intentional 
ministry to youth, children and 
young families. Applicants can 
send resume via e-mail to search@
sevenlocksbaptist.org or by mail to 
Personnel Committee, Seven Locks 
Baptist Church, 11845 Seven Locks 
Road, Potomac, MD 20854. No phone 
calls please.

MUSIC DIRECTOR—Liberty 
Baptist Church in Lisbon, Md., is 
prayerfully seeking an individual 
who will passionately serve as its 
part-time music director. We are an 
evangelical Southern Baptist Church 
which incorporates various styles of 
music into its worship experience.  

We are a small church (120 in 
worship) located in the growing 
mission field of central Maryland.  
Please submit resumes to Liberty 
Baptist Church, P.O. Box 9, Lisbon, 

MD 21765, Attn: Mike Bright or Fax 
to 410-489-4174 or e-mail to liberty.
baptist@netzero.net.

PASTOR—Westhampton Baptist 
Church, located near the Univ. of 
Richmond campus in Richmond, Va., 
seeks a full-time pastor. A loving and 
spirit-filled church, we look forward to 
the dynamic leadership of a pastor who 
will work with us toward growth in 
Christ’s kingdom through fellowship, 
visitation and outreach. We prefer a 
Master of Divinity with proficiencies 
in preaching, teaching, evangelism 
and a vision for growth.  

We are a moderate, inclusive 
Baptist Church affiliated with 
the BGAV and RBA. Further 
details are on our web site: www.
westhamptonbaptistchurch.com. 

Please mail résumé with cover 
letter to Pastor Search Committee, 
6112 Three Chopt Road, Richmond, 
VA 23226; or, fax re: Pastor Search 
to 282-0352; or email to wbc123@
verizon.net subject: Pastor Search.

PASTOR—Our large, Southern 
Baptist church is seeking an 
experienced, Spirit-directed man of 
vision to lead our congregation to a 
higher level of service. We believe 
God has already prepared a gifted 
preacher, with a heart for evangelism, 
discipleship and missions, to follow 
His call to our church.  

We are blessed with a wonderful 
facility, a great staff and a supportive 
and loving congregation. Interested?  
Please contact the Pastor Search 
Committee of Great Bridge Baptist 
Church at gbbcpastorsearch@cox.net 
or via P.O. Box 16432, Chesapeake, 
VA 23328-1643.

YOUTH PASTOR—South Columbia 
Baptist Church is looking for a youth 
pastor with experience and a Bible 
College or seminary education. Email 
resume to office@scbc-md.org.

MAIL, E-MAIL OR FAX YOUR AD 
Deadlines are the second Friday of 
each month for the following month’s 

issue. Classified advertising is 75 
cents per word ($18.00 minimum) for 
BCM/D churches and church members; 
85 cents per word ($20.00 minimum) 
for non-profit organizations; and 95 
cents per word ($25.00 minimum) 
for commercial organizations. Word 
count does not include words with two 
letters or less. Contact us for display 
ad pricing.  Acceptance of advertising 
does not constitute an endorsement of 
any advertiser’s products or services.

BaptistLIFE Classifieds

Stay in touch at 
www.bcmd.org
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By James A. Smith Sr.   

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. (BP)— 
In America’s celebrity-driven culture, 
perhaps the most harmful “Pied Piper” 
of heresies leading millions astray is 
Oprah Winfrey. Her adoption of anti-
biblical doctrine is on display every 
day this year through her satellite 
radio network channel “Oprah & 
Friends.” It’s time for Christians to 
“just say no” to the big “O.”

  In recent weeks, I have received 
multiple copies of the same e-mail 
warning Christians about Oprah 
Winfrey’s promotion of New Age 
teaching.   Oftentimes, broadcast 
e-mails are baseless and erroneous 
– like the one that warns Madalyn 
Murray O’Hair is attempting to 
get the FCC to ban all Christian 
broadcasting. In spite of numerous 
repudiations of this bogus warning 
(to which I contributed with an April 
2001 editorial), the claim continues to 
float around the Internet. Sometimes, 
however, e-mails turn out to be true 
and worthy of our attention. Such is 
the case with an e-mail currently in 
wide circulation concerning Oprah 
Winfrey’s promotion of A Course in 
Miracles (ACIM). 

After receiving multiple copies of 
the e-mail warning about this matter, 
I decided to check it out for myself.    
Most of the e-mails about this include 
an article by Warren Smith, a former 
New Ager and student of ACIM, who 
devastatingly critiques this false 
teaching. His November 2007 article 
is online here: www.crossroad.to/
articles2/007smith-oprah.htm. 

As I’m not familiar with Smith 
or this Web site, I cannot more 
broadly attest to him or the site. 
But concerning ACIM, his warnings 
are accurate and worth attention.   
At the center of ACIM is megastar 
Oprah Winfrey – perhaps the most 
well-known woman in the world. 
Winfrey’s media empire centers 
on her long-running and popular 
television talk show but also includes 
magazines, movies and her book club, 
and she is well-regarded for her many 
philanthropic efforts. Unfortunately, 
too few understand Winfrey’s 
devotion to unbiblical teachings, 
especially the New Age Movement. 
Cky Carrigan, an evangelism 
professor at Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, in a helpful 

article, “How to Evangelize New-
Agers” (www.ontruth.com/newage.
htm), notes Winfrey is the “most 
influential preacher of New Age 
ideas,” winning “converts every day 
in staggering numbers – many from 
Baptist churches.” Carrigan quotes 
Oprah’s view of Jesus from one of her 
programs:   

Oprah: “There are many paths to 
what you call God.”  

Audience Member: “There is one 
way and only one way and that is 
through Jesus.”

  Oprah: “There couldn’t possibly 
be just one way!”  

What is the New Age Movement? 
Carrigan writes: “The New Age 
Movement is an American and 
European form of ancient Eastern 
religious beliefs (Hinduism 
and Buddhism), combined with 
divination, earth-based religions, 
self-help theory, alternative healing 
techniques, astrology and other 
non-Christian religious practices. 
Therefore, the New Age Movement is 
not really new at all, though it is new 
to America.”  

Although New Agers rely upon 
many sources, ACIM is among 
the most popular. New Age guru 
Marianne Williamson is responsible 
for popularizing the work through her 
book, “A Return to Love: Reflections 
on the Principles of A Course in 
Miracles,” while Oprah is to be 
credited with launching Williamson’s 
career through her appearances on 
Winfrey’s talk show.   

And now, Williamson is one of 
the featured stars on the “Oprah & 
Friends” channel on XM Satellite 
Radio, reprising her role as advocate 
of ACIM through a year-long series 
on the course. ACIM, however, was 
not written by Williamson, but by 
a tag-team of psychologists from 
Columbia University in New York, 
Helen Schucman and William 
Thetford. Schucman, on the ACIM 
Web site, defers credit for the work, 
which she merely “scribed.” An “inner 
voice,” she says was Jesus, told her, 
“This is a course in miracles. Please 
take notes.”   

From 1965 to 1972, Schucman 
experienced “Jesus’” voice through 
“inner dictation.” Thetford joined 
Schucman in scribing the voice, 
resulting in ACIM. Thetford defined 
the purpose of ACIM as: “To help 

us change our minds about who we 
are and what God is, and to help 
us let go, through forgiveness, our 
belief in the reality of our separation 
from God. Learning how to forgive 
ourselves and others is really the 
fundamental teaching of the Course. 
The Course teaches us how to know 
ourselves and how to unlearn all of 
those things which interfere with our 
recognition of who we are and always 
have been.” 

  As would be expected from 
this definition, ACIM is full of 
heresy, often wrapped in confusing, 
contradictory, nonsensical rhetoric. 
Sometimes, however, ACIM is 
blatantly clear in its false doctrine. 
And, since Jesus was supposedly 
the voice heard by Schucman, these 
assertions are especially outrageous.   

For example, Lesson 70, 
headlined: “My salvation comes from 
me,” opens with this comment: “All 
temptation is nothing more than 
some form of the basic temptation not 
to believe the idea for today. Salvation 
seems to come from anywhere except 
from you. So, too, does the source 
of guilt. You see neither guilt nor 
salvation as in your own mind and 
nowhere else. When you realize that 
all guilt is solely an invention of your 
mind, you also realize that guilt 
and salvation must be in the same 
place. In understanding this you are 
saved.”   

Contrary to the Bible’s clear 
teaching that our guilt is the result 
of the fact that we truly are sinners, 
separated from God by our sin, and 
rightfully under God’s judgment for 
our sin, ACIM teaches that we must 
realize “all guilt is solely an invention 
of your mind” and in this realization 
is salvation. 

Warren Smith has helpfully 
summarized some of the other false 
doctrine of the course in the previously 
referenced article:  – “There is no 
sin.”  –”Do not make the pathetic 
error of ‘clinging to the old rugged 
cross.’”  – “God is in everything I 
see.” ACIM is in wide use, even at the 
grassroots level in local churches. I 
came across a promotion of ACIM in 
the Lufkin (Texas) Daily News Feb. 
29 for Unity Church of Christianity 
which offers the course, noting the 
“class is designed to teach people 
how to apply spiritual principles in 
their daily lives. No experience is 

necessary, just an open heart and an 
accepting mind.”   

Such is the result of Oprah’s 
promotion of ACIM. Winfrey’s 
influence is vast. Tragically, far too 
many Christians – including many 
who would consider themselves 
conservative, Bible-believing 
evangelicals – are more likely to 
take their theological cues from 
Oprah than they are from their 
faithful pastors. These Christians 
need to pattern their lives after 
those of the Bereans who “received 
the Word with great eagerness, 
examining the Scriptures daily 
to see whether” what they were 
being taught was true (Acts 17:11). 
Because they were rightly concerned 
with testing what they were taught 
according to the Scriptures, the 
Bereans were not likely to fall prey 
to false teachers.   

The Apostle Peter describes the 
challenge of false teachers and how 
believers should respond to them in 
his second letter (2 Peter 2:1-22). He 
warns against “false teachers ... who 
will secretly introduce destructive 
heresies, even denying the Master 
who bought them ...” (v.1). He says 
“many” believers will be beguiled 
by the false teachers’ “sensuality,” 
resulting in the maligning of the 
truth (v.2). These false teachers are 
“springs without water and mists 
driven by a storm, for whom 
the black darkness has been 
reserved” (v. 17).  Peter’s warnings 
are clearly applicable to Oprah, 
Williamson and A Course in Miracles 
for undermining the faith with a false 
gospel and counterfeit “Jesus,” which 
in the end bring no actual spiritual 
nourishment or relief.  

Tragically, these teachers are 
leading people straight to hell.   
Christians should flee from Oprah 
and her cohorts and recommit 
themselves to careful Bible study, in 
the context of a local body of believers 
with whom they have covenanted for 
mutual edification and accountability, 
led by a faithful pastor. Of course, 
this isn’t as glamorous as Oprah – 
but neither is eternal punishment in 
hell. 

Jim Smith is the executive editor 
of the Florida Baptist Witness.

FIRST-PERSON: Oprah’s ‘Jesus’
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By Lee Taylor

[Editor’s Note: Due to the special 
sensitivity to security issues, the 

writer is using a pen name.]

BEIJING, China—The sign at 
the park’s entrance said much. It 
was the social contract for Beijing.

It admonished the Chinese 
to cherish the young and to show 
respect for the elderly, to work well 
and hard, to live in harmony with 
all, and to be broad-minded and 
open-minded.

With 18.2 million people 
crowding the city, Beijing’s 500 
parks are filled daily with people 
who are approachable. 

Early in the morning, groups 
gather for Tai Chi, muscle-
strengthening exercises tied to the 
martial arts. They also gather to play 
sports and musical instruments, to 
walk, to think, and to engage each 
other in conversation.

Scores of people visit the parks to 
escape the busyness of the city. The 
beautiful, intentionally landscaped 
parks are a great contrast to the 
busy city streets, which congest the 
air with stifling smog. 

The smog is also due to 
an overabundance of industry, 
especially busy now in preparation 
for the 2008 Olympics to be held in 
Beijing next August.

Modern buildings overwhelm the 
city’s hutongs, where for centuries, 
communities gathered together. 
All over the city’s landscape, new 
buildings are being built; new 
subway lines developed; and people 
everywhere busily are preparing to 
be in the world’s limelight.

Underlying it all is a sense of 
God’s movement, an underground 
growing interest in spiritual 
matters. For years, the Communist 
government forbade any expression 
of faith, but there is a sense that 
God is at work, even as foreigners 
are given the opportunity to gather.

Passport-carrying foreigners 
may freely worship together in 
closely monitored worship services. 
Despite the surveillance, there is a 
collective sigh of relief, as foreign 
Christians gather to take off their 
masks, to worship to the True God, 

to pour out their hearts freely for an 
hour a week. 

In these services, the presence of 
the Lord is palatable. There appears 
to be no complacent Christians. 
These Christians understand 
what it means to offer their lives 
sacrificially in an environment 
where they may be forced to leave 
if they are found proselytizing local 
residents. They know the difficulty 
of reaching people who for years 
were not allowed to pursue matters 
of the faith and who fear losing their 
own lives if they do.

Yet, the foreign Christians gather 
to celebrate the growing population 
of Chinese Christians. They marvel 
at the way they experience God 
moving among the nation. 

One Christian, unnamed for 
security reasons, explained with 
tears in her eyes, “It is the greatest 
feeling to explain to a new believer, 
‘There are millions of Christian 
brothers and sisters in your new 
family. They are all over this city.’”

Among the Christians in China, 
there is a deep faith, an exhilarating 
purposeful relationship with God 
and His church.

Though exciting, the experience 
saddened the American ministry 
leaders who visited.

 “I don’t want to bring the 
American church here,” shared a 
pastor from the U.S., who expressed 
concern about bringing the western 
way of Christianity to China. “The 
Jesus I experience here, I want to 
bring to America.”

He explained, “I get to go home 
to be on staff of a church of apathetic 
believers who don’t want to be with 
lost people.”

Understanding his concern, an 
unnamed Christian man who now 
lives in Beijing, said his decision 
to move to China was critical. “I 
remember asking myself, ‘Do I want 
to spend the rest of my good working 
years doing the same Bible studies, 
or do I want to live as the disciples 
did?’” 

Though he had an extremely 
successful business in America, he 
and his wife opted to move so as to 
live out their motto: “Making an 
eternal difference in the hearts of 
others.”

They have the opportunity every 

day to make this difference.
A Christian American leader who 

visited them in Beijing, pondered 
why he would bring western 
Christians to China. “Why, if I have 
someone unwilling 
to do something 
in their Jerusalem 
[their local context 
based on the Acts 
1:8 model], why 
would I want to 
take them to the 
end of the earth?” 
he asked with great 
concern.

 “Because 
foreign missions 
is a catalyst for 
your Judea and 
Samaria,” the 
Beijing worker 
replied, explaining that teams who 
minister in China come back to 
America with great excitement, 
ultimately rejuvenating their local 
church ministries.

Another Christian American 

leader agreed, encouraging the 
Americans to bring teams to Asia 
where God is at work. 

 “God calls and challenges us 
to join with him in his work,” he 

said. “Because he 
is truly at work 
here, there are 
great opportunities 
for your church 
members... As they 
come and serve here, 
they cannot flee 
from God anymore. 
They cannot be com-
placent anymore. 
Let God use them 
as his instrument. 
Where there’s the 
greatest darkness, 
there’s the potential 
for the greatest 

light. Give people the courage and 
the faith to join with him and say, ‘I 
will walk with you, Father.’”

He encouraged, “It will be 
wonderful.” 

Beijing, China: A city of incredible depth and opportunity

Dr. James Merritt is the Senior 
Pastor of Cross Pointe, The Church at 
Gwinnett Center in Duluth, Georgia. 
His uncompromising preaching and 
leadership have brought phenomenal 

growth to the church where thousands 
attend each week. He is a past-President 

of the Southern Baptist Convention 
and is a noted author and speaker. He 
and his wife Teresa have been mar-
ried for thirty years and have three 

sons; James, Jr., Jonathan and Joshua. 
The Merritts reside in Dacula, GA. 

Dr. Merritt is the speaker for Touch-
ing Lives which reaches millions around 
the world every week. His ability to ap-
ply Biblical principles to the problems 

and concerns of everyday life has made 
Touching Lives one of the most popu-

lar and respected broadcast ministries 
across the nation and around the world.

WATCH TOUCHING LIVES!
with DR. JAMES MERRITT

Sundays at 8:30am EST over
The Trinity Broadcasting Network (DIRECT TV Ch. 372)

Sundays at 8:30pm EST over
The Church Channel (DIRECT TV Ch. 371)

(Consult local cable affiliates in your area for channel allocations)

Hope and Encouragement for Life!
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Ministry Leadership Conference 
July 11-12, 2008  •  Skycroft  •  Middletown, MD

More than 55 conferences to choose from on topics such as:

	 	 	 •	Church	Polity		 	 	 	 	 	 •	Disaster	Relief	 	 	
	 	 	 •	Missions	 	 	 	 	 	 	 •	International	Ministry
	 	 	 •	WMU/Women’s	Ministry	 	 	 	 •	Men’s	Ministry
	 	 	 •	Bible	Teaching	 	 	 	 	 	 •	Age	Level	Ministries
	 	 	 •	Worship	Teams	 	 	 	 	 	 •	Audio	Basics
	 	 	 •	Family	Ministry	 	 	 	 	 	 •	Deacons
	 	 	 •	Prayer	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 •	Evangelism

For	more	information	
and	course	descriptions,	

call	(800)	466-5290,	ext.	226,	
email	dshiflett@bcmd.org,	

or	visit	www.bcmd.org/horizons
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