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Susquehanna DOM Dan Sheffield (in photo) breaks ground for a new well in Guinea, West Africa, opening the door to the Gospel.  See story on page 4.
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Dear Editor,

This year, the Baptist 
Convention of New England is 
celebrating 50 years of Southern 
Baptist work in New England and 
25 years as a constituted state 
convention. The celebration will 
culminate at our annual meeting 
with many special events and 
activities, on Nov. 13-15, at the 

Courtyard by Marriott in Marlboro, 
Mass. 

During our 50 years of ministry, 
God has used many people to plant 
churches, strengthen churches and 
lead people to Christ.  We would like 
as many friends of New England as 
possible to join us for this historic 
celebration, and we would like to be 
prepared for their coming.

If anyone who now resides in 

your state who has formerly served 
in New England would like to join 
us for this celebration, they may 
e-mail us at bcne25@bcne.net to let 
us know of their intention. They can 
find further details at our website, 
www.bcne.net.

Even if they cannot come, 
we would be grateful to receive 
their updated address and e-mail 
information so that we can 

communicate with them about 
this special event. Thank you for 
allowing us to use this space to 
share the good news with our former 
New England ministry partners.

In Christ,

Dr. Jim Wideman
Executive Director
Baptist Convention of New England

Letter to the Editor: New England Baptist Convention invitation

Caleb vs. Hezekiah?
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David Lee
BCM/D Executive 

Director

I was in a 
meeting 
recently out 

of state where an 
interesting idea 
surfaced. It had 
to do with the 
way we embrace 
the future as 
leaders. For some 
it is the Hezekiah 
prescription for 
dealing with the 
future defined 
as “the future is 
bleak but at least 

I am not going to be around when it 
happens.”

This is in direct contrast to the 
Caleb prescription defined as “I 
want that mountain…the mountain 
that the Lord has given me.”

Which prescription are you 
using to influence and encourage 
those who are coming after you? 
Who are you mentoring and what 
does that look like?

In Greek mythology, Mentor 
was the son of Alcumus and, in his 

old age, a friend of Odysseus. When 
Odysseus left for the Trojan War he 
placed Mentor in charge of his son, 
Telemachus, and of his palace. 

The modern use of the word 
“mentor” is as a trusted friend, 
counselor or teacher, usually a 
more experienced person. Some 
professions have "mentoring 
programs" in which newcomers 
are paired with more experienced 
people. Schools sometimes have 
mentoring programs for new 
students or students who are having 
difficulties.     

The student of a mentor is 
called a protégé or mentoree. In II 
Timothy, Paul challenges his protégé 
to “fan the flame” and "rekindle the 
passion." He tells the young Timothy 
not to be timid, but bold and loving 
and sensible. This is what we need 
to be modeling for those who are 
coming behind us (whatever our age 
may be).

The problem with the Hezekiah 
approach is that it assumes that 
we’re not put here to influence 
the future. Hezekiah had received 

bad news from the prophet Isaiah. 
The prophet was laying out the big 
picture, warts and all. The prophet’s 
ominous news was that, after 
Hezekiah’s death, Babylon was going 
to carry off Judah into captivity, not 
Assyria. Hezekiah’s response was to 
tell the prophet that everything was 
good. Hezekiah reverted to selfish 
thinking. All he was concerned 
about was his lifetime. How selfish 
can you be?  

Caleb’s approach was 
refreshingly different. Even after 
85 difficult years of life (including 
wandering in the wilderness for 40 
years with the children of Israel), 
Caleb maintained a great attitude 
about serving God. He wasn’t 
exhausted. He was energized by it. 
He didn’t ask his friend, Joshua, for 
a maintenance-free, energy-saving 
home surrounded by a large porch of 
rocking chairs. No, he volunteered 
for the hill country that was still 
inhabited by giants. Wow! Good for 
him!

So…how are you doing with this 
thing of serving the Lord in your 

stage of life?
We have a tendency to go after 

prosperity and stress free lives. 
We often try to get at life with the 
least amount of discomfort and 
inconvenience. When it does not 
happen, we grumble and complain 
instead of seeing the benefit that 
new challenges bring to our lives.

Caleb didn’t just accept the 
challenge in his life…he asked for 
it! He knew from experience that 
all the challenges in the wilderness 
had prepared him for anything 
that could come his way. He was 
confident that God would not let him 
down!

That’s the message we need to 
teach all those who come behind us! 
We need to lift up two principles: (1) 
We are not to be so heavenly minded 
that we are no earthly good, and 
(2) Caleb’s crowd only possessed as 
much land as they occupied.  As they 
obeyed, God gave them more. 

How about you? Are you 
“wanting that mountain” or are you 
reaching for the nearest rocking 
chair? 

As a pastor 
and now as 
a denomina-

tional leader, I have 
dreamed a won-
derful and beautiful 
dream about church. 

Believe it or 
not, I have actually 
come close to 
experiencing my 
dream. My prayer 
is that before the 
Lord calls me 

home, he will give me the privilege 
of seeing my dream become reality.

I dream that someday I will live 
and serve in a church community 
where all divisions are erased and 
people live in harmony with God 
and with one another. I want to be 
part of a people who seek God and 
look to Him to sustain their lives. 
In my dream, the church is a place 
where people walk by faith in God 
and not by sight. I dream of being in 
a church where genuine Christian 
love exists and forms the basis of 

all relationships and where love 
abounds and manifests itself in the 
actions and attitudes of all members. 

In my dream, difficulties are 
met with love and faith and not 
confusion and strife. I want to be 
connected with a church where 
wrongs are quickly forgiven, all 
grudges are buried, and love covers 
a multitude of sins. I want to belong 
to a body of believers where Jesus 
is Lord and reigns supremely in 
each heart. I want to be on mission 
with a church where the priority of 

sharing the gospel with unchurched 
people is second only to the priority 
of glorifying God.

I am sure I am not the only one 
who has dreamed this dream. It 
may in fact be your dream for your 
church. Why don’t we join our hearts 
and our hands and our prayers and 
do all within our power to be God’s 
instruments in making this dream 
come true in our churches? 

Some say my dream is an 
impossible dream. I say that with 
God all things are possible. 

What is your dream for your church?

Bob Simpson
BCM/D Assoc. 

Executive Director, 
BaptistLIFE Editor



God is at 
work in 
Scotland and 

we, as Maryland/
Delaware Baptists,  
have a opportunity 
to join Him in 
this incredible 
adventure. I joined 
Freddy Parker and 
Don Satterwhite, 
pastor of Middle 
River Church, 
Baltimore, and 

Gary Glanville, pastor of Northwest 
Church, Reisterstown, Md., on 
a discovery trip to this amazing 
land in April. Friendships were 
strengthened and new opportunities 
were discovered by the team.

 Missions is about the harvest. 
Luke 5:1-11 teaches us about what 
friends can do for one another. 
Jesus told Simon Peter to go fishing 
after a long night of disappointing 
efforts. They obeyed Jesus, let 
down the nets and caught such a 
large number of fish that the nets 
began to break. The next verse is 
powerful. Luke stated, “So they 
signaled their partners in the 

other boat to come help them, 
and they came and filled both 
boats so full that they began to 
sink.” James and John were Simon’s 
friends. Our friends in Scotland are 
asking for help with the harvest.  

Collydean Granary Church in 
Glenrothes, Scotland, is looking for 
partners. Pastor John MacSporran  
restarted this work in 2007 and now 
has 30 in regular attendance. The 
church building was built nearly 
200 hundred years ago and was 
used as the stables and granary for 
the old stone farmhouse across the 
street. Thousands of people now 
live within walking distance of this 
converted barn.  

The work in Collydean is 
vast. Pastor John is asking for 
assistance with Holiday clubs, 
youth outreach, moms and toddlers 
ministries and construction needs. 
They need painting, cleaning, 
landscaping, tile and flooring help. 
They need windows replaced and 
steps repaired. The restrooms and 
kitchen need attention. This is a 
great opportunity to partner with 
brothers and sisters just 35 miles 
from Edinburgh.

Brechin Fellowship is another 
great opportunity for your church. 
Pastor Jon Bergin is an American 
who has given his life to reach the 
Scots. He and his family moved 
from the states in 2002 to serve 
this wonderful congregation just 90 
miles north of Edinburgh.

The needs are many. Pastor 
Jon is calling for teams to assist 
with construction projects including 
painting, framing, plumbing, 
electrical, drywall and demolition. 
The church currently meets in the 
old Jolly Hotel built back in 1834. 
This facility is in the center of town 
and has a tremendous presence in 
the community. They can use your 
help in Vacation Bible School, youth 
outreach, prayer walking and soccer 
camps. Brechin would even consider 
a summer internship for student 
ministries.  

The harvest is great. I have 
only shared a few of the needs. 
Please contact Freddy Parker at the 
Baptist Mission Resource Center 
(800-466-5290 ext. 215 or fparker@
bcmd.org) for more information 
about the opportunities in Scotland. 
Our friends are asking for help.  
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Missions in Scotland

Rick Hancock
BCM/D President 

and Pastor of 
Dunkirk Church
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LATEST BCMD.E-QUIP.NET TRAINING RESOURCES AVAILABLE

MOST RECENT ADDITIONS

•  The Cooperative Program
•  Breaking the 35-50 Attendance 

Barrier
•  Breaking the 100-125 Attendance 

Barrier
•  Breaking the 200 Attendance 

Barrier
•  VBS Intro into Worship Rally 2008
•  The Gospel and Hip Hop
•  Hooked - How to Deal with 

Temptation
•  They Think Differently
• Staying the Course

ONGOING SUBJECTS:

Church Planting
Mentoring
Ministry to Children
Music and Worship
Pastors/Pastoral Staff
Sharing Christ
Single Adults
Small Groups
Technology
WMU Resources



By Shannon Baker
BCM/D National Correspondent

MAMOU, Guinea—The chief 
said, “We have lived here for 
hundreds of years, and no one has 
ever tried to help us until now.”

The words penetrated Dan 
Sheffield’s very soul.

In 2006, Sheffield, director 
of missions for the Susquehanna  
Association in Havre de Grace, Md., 
led three others from chuches in the 
Baptist Convention of Maryland/
Delaware to West Africa’s coastal 
country of Guinea to pursue 
unengaged people groups in the 
mountain villages.

During the exploratory trip, 
it was evident that the greatest 
physical need of the area was clean 
drinking water. Even brackish 
water was difficult for the villagers 
to obtain. To the team’s dismay, they 
learned that much of the disease 
and weakness of the people could 
probably be traced to the lack of 
sufficient clean water.

After traveling through several 
villages, the team decided to help 
with building a new well for the 
Kakabay people in the Alphaya 
village.

One year later, members from 
the original team attempted to 
revisit the area, but civil unrest 
prevented them from coming. Then, 
on Feb. 22-Mar. 3 of this year, 
the following six people from The 
Church at Riverside in Belcamp, 
Md., made it back to Guinea: Dan 
and Debbie Sheffield, John and 
Lori Lorenzo and Sue Schumer 
and Danny Beasley. Financial 
support for the project came from 
Calvary Church in Bel Air, Md., 
the Susquehanna Association, 
The Church at Riverside and from 
individuals.

Sheffield noted that it was great 
to return to the village, but it was 
in even worse condition than before. 
They had almost no water. They 
were running out of dirty water and 
had very little food. Many villagers 
had left the village searching for a 
place with water.  

It had been two years since 
the original vision, but after 
researching possibilities for 
providing wells, the team was near 

to giving up.
“To bring well-drilling 

equipment from Conakry [Guinea’s 
capital city] was incredibly 
expensive. Getting such equipment 
to the villages was 
almost impossible 
due to the 
lack of usable 
roads,” Sheffield 
explained. “We 
even explored 
the possibility 
of carrying in 
portable drilling 
devices but none 
seemed like 
possibilities for 
the extremely 
rocky terrain.”

Then it 
happened. 

This year’s 
interpreter, 
Lamin, overheard 
their conversation of 
frustration. He said he 
had a friend named Alpha 
Oumar Jalloh who was a 
local well digger. Alpha’s 
method involved using a 
hammer and chisel to carve 
through solid rock to find 
water for the village.

It would take about a 
month to dig. He and fellow 
well diggers would require 
food and a place to stay. 

With Alpha and a 
plan, the team traveled to 
nearby Oure-Kaba and explained 
to government officials that they 
were Christians who wanted to help 
Alphaya by having a well dug. They 
reiterated the message when they 
arrived in Alphaya and met with the 
village leaders. 

The village people all applauded.
“I told them that because of 

God’s love for us and because we 
were followers of Jesus Christ that 
we wanted to give them a well but 
that only God could provide the 
water,” Sheffield stressed.

Sheffield told the people that 
a place for the well needed to be 
selected and that they would like to 
dedicate it to the glory of God. 

On a tour of the village, the 
chief stopped by the house of 
Fatamata, a woman the team 

met in the first trip to the village, 
where the well diggers would stay. 
It was in the same house where the 
original team members had fallen 
to their knees, earnestly praying for 
Fatamata’s dying mother. 

It was fitting that the two well 

diggers, Alpha and Mamadu Bella 
Barry, would now stay in the same 
place. Unfortunately, Fatamata and 
her family, unable to eat and drink 
during the ongoing drought and 
famine, had already moved on to 
other locations.

The village elders selected an 
area near the soccer field to build 
the well. Then, Sheffield led the 
villagers in a prayer of dedication, 
with hands lifted to heaven and 
spoken in the name of Jesus Christ. 
Lamin translated.

After the groundbreaking, 
Sheffield noticed that Lamin had 
tears during the ceremony. His 
village had no well. 

“He was not upset but deeply 
touched that we would provide a 
well for this community,” Sheffield 
explained.

Sheffield then presented the 
chief with a Pular calendar with 
Scriptures on it. He also gave him 
the books of Genesis and Exodus 
and the full New Testament in 
Pular. The team also shared soccer 
balls, jump ropes and Frisbees, 
which had been donated by VBS 
students at The Church at Riverside.

“It seemed to be a truly 
wonderful day for everyone,” 
Sheffield shared, wishing he didn’t 
have to leave until the well was 
completed.

But James, one of the team’s 
interpreters and also a Baptist 
pastor from Conakry, supervised 
the finishing of the well and called 
Sheffield almost every day with a 
report.  

Back in Maryland, Sheffield 
received the most exciting phone 

call from James on April 
4. “The well has plenty of 
WATER and the villagers 
are already using it!” James 
told Sheffield. “The water 
seems to be very good, very 
cold, and very plentiful.”

Sheffield commissioned 
the local Africans to erect 
a sign near the well, 
containing the words of John 
4:13-14 in Pular (the village 
language), French (the 
government language), and 
English (for the Americans). 
Fittingly, this scripture says, 
“Jesus answered and said 
to her, ‘Everyone who 

drinks of this water will thirst 
again; but whoever drinks of the 
water that I will give him shall 
never thirst; but the water that I 
will give him will become in him 
a well of water springing up to 
eternal life.’”

“This has all been so 
miraculous, truly God-driven! We 
had given up on being able to give 
them a well and out of nowhere 
He provided everything that 
was needed!” Sheffield rejoiced. 
“Hopefully, the seed of the Gospel 
has been planted.  We look forward 
to returning to see how the Lord has 
used this for His glory!”

For more information, contact 
Sheffield at the Susquehanna  
Association at (410) 939-5525 or at 
domsheffield@aol.com.
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Two Susquehanna churches help build a well in West Africa
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LOCAL

Location Type of 
Ministry

Description Volunteers 
needed

Contact Person(s) Dates of 
Project

Cumberland, MD Fair ministry Servant evangelism at Baby Comfort 
Station

1-5 Kenny Heath
wbamd@juno.com; 301-729-6966

July 21-26

McHenry, MD Fair ministry Servant evangelism at Baby Comfort 
Station 

1-5 Kenny Heath
wbamd@juno.com; 301-729-6966

Aug. 11-16

Baltimore, MD Various Family FEST - Prayer walking, social 
ministries and repairs

Unlimited Kristy Carr
kcarr@wmu.org; 205-991-4097
Earl Gray
egray@embracebaltimore.com

June 21-25

Dover, DE Servant 
Evangelism

NASCAR races Any 
number

Cody Whittaker
cody@delawarebaptist.com
302-670-4931

Sept. 19-21

Delaware locations Backyard Bible 
Clubs

Lead clubs with Spanish speaking 
children

4-12 Jim McBride
jim@delawarebaptist.com
302-741-2488

Throughout 
the summer

Baltimore area Various Prayer walking, servant evangelism, 
block parties, construction, etc.

Varies with 
project

Jaimee LaFave
jlafave@embracebaltimore.com; 
443-219-2545

Ongoing

Winchester, KY Construction, 
various

Appalachian community - servant 
evangelism, children and youth 
ministry, construction

Any 
number

Dale Hanson
preachdh1@yahoo.com; 859-771-5660

Summer

Lexington, KY Youth and 
children

Sports camps, music/arts camps, 
Backyard Bible clubs, block parties

Any 
number

Sandra Williams
Sandra@elkhorn.org; 859-254-7747

Summer

NATIONAL

Kentucky locations Home repair Youth missions - similar to World 
Changers

Any 
number

Peggy or Becki
baptistment@kybaptist.org
502-489-3527

June 7-14
June 21-28
July 5-12

Gulf Coast VBS, Church 
planting, 
construction

Mid-Maryland coordinated trip Any 
number

Cheryl Clymer
wecare@wecare.org; 410-290-7156

July 6-13
Sept. 6-12

Charlotte, NC Shoebox 
ministry

Mid-Maryland sponsored trip to 
Samaitan's Purse to prepare shoeboxes

Any 
number

Cheryl Clymer
wecare@wecare.org; 410-290-7156

Dec. 4-7

INTERNATIONAL

Scotland Joe McGraw June 26-
July 10

Central Asia Servant 
Evangelism

Work in major urban area with children, 
creative ministry and sports outreach

Up to 10 Thom Thornton
tthornton@bcmd.org; 443-463-6355

July 14-28

Scotland Ralph Batykefer 410-838-9898 July 18 - 28

Puebla, Mexico VBS VBS for 500 children per day 
coordinated by Friendship Church, 
Sykesville

Any 
number

John Hevey
410-781-7036
Cheryl Clymer
wecare@wecare.org; 410-290-7156

July 26 -
Aug. 3

If God has laid a particular place or people group on your heart, we would be glad to assist you in connecting with opportunities 
to serve in that place or with that people group. Please contact Freddy Parker at (410) 290-5290 ext. 215 for international ministry opportunities.

2008 Mission Opportunities: You can make a difference!
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By Shannon Baker
BCM/D National Conference

AUGUSTA, Ga.—The work 
of two former staff members of the 
Baptist Convention of Maryland/
Delaware was highlighted April 
23-25, 2008, at a conference at 
Willow Creek Community Church, a 
megachurch in Barrington, Ill.

Todd Hampson, founder of 
Timbuktoons, an animation and 
design studio dedicated to discipling 
children and impacting culture 
through creative media, and 
Sean Copley, creative director for 
Timbuktoons, developed the artwork 
for the 2008 children’s conference, 
Conspire.

Hampson formerly served with 
the BCM/D as a contract graphic 
designer, through his company 
(founded in 2003); and Copley 
formerly served as communications 
consultant, web manager, design 
editor for BaptistLIFE and graphic 
designer for the BCM/D, where he 
helped develop the annual Mid-
Atlantic Worship Expo and the Youth 
Performing and Visual Arts Camp.

Hampson and Copley remember 
when the Willow Creek Association 
came to Timbuktoons wanting to 
rebrand their Children’s Ministry 
Conference for 2008. 

“They wanted a playful, tongue-
in-cheek design that highlighted the 
positive aspects of the conference 
title and targeted adults who work 
with children’s ministries,” Hampson 
explained. 

“Timbuktoons also provided 
help in research that led to the 
‘Connect. Inspire. Conspire.’ 
combination of words,” added Copley, 
who previously believed the word 
conjured up negative connotations. 
But, his study of the etymology of the 
title—“con” means “with” and “spire” 
means “breath”—left the opposite 
impression and was reflected 
throughout all the materials.

The artwork that resulted was a 
red-spiral-notebook look and feel that 
allowed for fun doodles and creative 
ways to highlight the features and 
benefits of the conference. The 
project included an initial small 
brochure, a 12-page brochure, 
several ads, letterhead, a custom 
envelope and a reminder postcard. 

The artwork also was used to develop 
videos and the conference website.

“It was very humbling to walk 
into Willow Creek and see all our 
graphics and branding plastered all 
over the place,” Copley said. 

Though they had been paid to do 
four different concepts, Copley and 
Hampson felt that the sketchbook/
notebook concept paralleled their 
own journey in developing materials 
for such a large audience. 

Prayers first, doodling of 
ideas next, then full development 
of sketches and drawings. It soon 
became apparent that God was in the 
details, not unlike their journey of 
faith in developing Timbuktoons. 

What started as a meaningful 
way to disciple children using 
creative media has turned into a 
full-fledged ministry. Timbuktoons 
is on the radar of many children’s 
ministers across the nation, where 
people are tuning into the scripture-
based cartoons and curriculum to 
use in their churches. 

Both Hampson and Copley took 
big steps of faith to leave secure 
jobs to pursue the full-time focus on 
developing animated material for 
ministry.

“Timbuktoons are not just 
cartoons, but they teach scripture,” 
shared Hampson, pointing to its 
many offerings, including Scripture 

Shorts, cartoon object lessons that 
illustrate Bible verses for children 
to learn and love, in church and 
family editions; Noodles, about three 
spunky creatures who are sent on 
a weekly mission by their mentor 
and travel through outer, inner and 
cyber space as they learn about 
creation, God's love and God's plan 
in this all new pre-school adventure; 
countdowns; and TimbukTUNES 
music sets.

Timbuktoons also develops logos 
and collateral for various ministries. 
Hampson and Copley were ecstatic 
when given the opportunity to do 
so for the well-known Willow Creek 
Association. Not only did they 
develop materials, they taught two 
breakout sessions to a combined 
550-plus people about branding and 
postmodern visual storytelling.

During the Conspire Conference, 
the duo offered a behind-the-scenes 
look at the branding process for the 
conference and taught ministers how 
to effectively communicate to their 
intended target audiences. They 
explored the thought process and 
core principles of effective branding 
and gave great tips on software and 
other resources.

“A brand is much more than a 
name or logo,” explained Copley, 
sharing ways for ministries to 
develop their particular brand. He 

suggested a formulaic approach.
One way to come up with a 

Brand idea is to create a “For-It’s-
That” statement, he said.  

“For” = Target Audience; “It’s”= 
(Ministry Goal/Definition); “That”= 
(Offered Product/Service/Feeling). 
He shared the example statement 
of a brand idea for the Conspire 
Conference: “For children’s ministry 
workers, it’s the best conference 
experience that provides diverse 
training, networking and inspiration 
for the entire team.”

Copley encouraged ministers 
to look for the uniqueness in their 
ministry for branding, but cautioned 
his listeners, “In branding, it’s easy 
to make promises, but you need to 
maintain integrity in who you are. 
Don’t make promises you cannot 
keep.” 

In his session, Hampson explored 
story and message illustrations using 
the modern day parables: Cartoons. 
He taught visual storytelling 
techniques and tips for becoming 
media savvy.

He shared the power of visuals 
by explaining his daughter’s reaction 
to a picture of Jesus on the cross. 
“Why are they hurting him like 
that?” she had asked.

Hampson said that the purpose 
of visual media is not to do the 
work of teaching and relationship 
building for the teacher. “It can’t!” he 
reinforced. “It’s a teaser—a story-
supporting hint of what’s to come 
or a reinforcement of what you just 
taught.”

He shared that effective visual 
communications rely on basic 
story structures in their premise: 
exposition, conflict and resolution. 

“The story of creation, fall and 
redemption is the perfect example,” 
he said. “God’s story is all one big 
story that we live in.”

And that is exactly the story 
Timbuktoons takes time to illustrate 
so that children—and adults—can 
have a better understanding of God’s 
love for them. 

For more information and to 
learn about upcoming products about 
evangelism and service, visit online 
at www.timbuktoons.com or www.
timbuktoons.tv. For more information 
about the Conspire Conference, visit 
online at www.conspireconference.com.

Former BCM/D staffers featured at Willow Creek children’s conference
Sean Copley and Todd Hampson, among 

their beloved characters, are on a 
mission to teach children about Jesus 

Christ through various media.
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Kingdom mentality and church planting
By David Jackson

The Gospels are 
abundantly clear that 
the Kingdom of God is 

the prevailing theme in the 
teaching of Jesus.  

Scholars indicate 
that our Lord mentions 
the Kingdom over 100 
times, while the church 
in comparison is only 
mentioned less than five. 
Add in additional allusions 
to the Kingdom that are 
not explicitedly expressed 
and the theme multiplies 
considerably. The point is 
clear: from the beginning 
sermon of Jesus in Mark 
1:14-15 to the concluding 
Acts 1:8 challenge, our 
Lord frames his message 
around the importance of 
the Kingdom.

Now I’m not suggesting 
that I’m an expert on the concept of 
the Kingdom of God. However, the 
above reality causes me to pause 
and consider the ramifications of 
Kingdom living on my life and my 
ministry, especially in relationship 
to the church. And while I don’t 
know everything about the 
Kingdom, I do think the following 
things are abundantly clear.

The Kingdom gets its 
directives from above. Every 
kingdom has a king, and it’s not 
you or me, or anyone else for that 
matter. Our Lord is the king and 
it’s His kingdom. That means that 
He sets the agenda and He “calls 
the shots.” He determines the roles 
and responsibilities of us all. The 
priorities of our ministry should be 
the priorities of His heart. By the 
same token, we are to be His loyal 
subjects, following His command. 
After all, what kind of kingdom 
would it be if the subjects were the 
ones in charge? Kingdom subjects 
need to be discerning the heart and 
desires of their King, and then doing 
their part to accomplish them.

The Kingdom is larger than 
any single church. Scholars 
disagree to some extent over the 
manifestation of the Kingdom. Is it 
just people or is creation included? 
Is it internal, external or both? 

And while all people may not agree 
that it is bigger than THE Church, 
everybody does agrees that it’s 
bigger than any SINGLE local 
church. No individual church has a 
“corner on the market” of Kingdom 
enterprises and no one church can 
accomplish all that needs to be done. 
What this means for me is that for 
His Kingdom to come “on earth as 
it is in heaven,” it will take more 
than my own church to make that 
a reality. My eyes need to scan the 
horizon, too, in order to make sure 
I’m aware of God at work around 
me, not just with me, so I can join 
Him in it.

The Kingdom emphasizes 
cooperation, not competition. 
Because we all work for the same 
King and because He sets the 
agenda, then I’m not in competition 
with other Gospel-preaching 
churches down the street or in my 
convention. We are doing together 
what needs to be done to achieve 
His desired results—that “none 
should perish, but all come to 
repentance” (2 Peter 3:9). I need 
to find ways to cooperate with my 
brothers and sisters next door in 
order for us to complement each 
other, rather than see each other as 
competitors. So I need to ask how 
we can work together to extend the 

Kingdom, 
rather than 
simply live 
life on my own. 

The Kingdom is a 
“macro view” of God 
at work. Some of the 
confusion over the roles 
of the Kingdom and the 
church appear to be 
clarified in the discovery 
of perspective. While 
Christ talks about the 
Kingdom, Paul and other 
New Testament writers 
speak most often about 
the church, especially the 
local expression of it. Are 
they at odds? Of course not! 
Rather, Jesus has shared 
the big picture, visionary, 
“macro” perspective on God 
at work, while the other 
writers have focused on the 
“micro” individual pieces 
of the larger whole. The 

problem is that when we are on the 
inside of one of these micro pieces, in 
a single local church congregation, 
we may miss out on the larger, more 
expansive picture of Kingdom life 
and ministry. The challenge for local 
churches is to remember the larger 
perspective of God’s work and how 
we all form but one part of it.

The Kingdom extends, not 
just enlarges. The Kingdom must 
grow wider and broader, not just 
larger. Here’s where church planting 
and missions endeavors enter the 
picture significantly. When we 
plant other churches or make new 
disciples in other places, we allow 
God to extend the Kingdom in new 
locations and among other people 
at the same time that he enlarges 
the Kingdom among ourselves. Any 
mathematician will tell you that 
the chances for influential impact 
increase exponentially the more 
often we multiply the opportunities 
for the Kingdom to increase. 
Because of this, church planting is 
a Kingdom of God endeavor that all 
churches should seriously consider 
for our King. 

David Jackson is the 
BCM/D missionary for church 
multiplication. He can be reached at 
(800) 466-5290, ext. 225, or by email 
at djackson@bcmd.org.  

Are you inspired 
by the stories of 

churches responding 
to the Acts 1:8 

Challenge?

Do you dream of the day 
when you will see YOUR 

CHURCH awakened, 
equipped, commissioned, 

empowered and sent?

The North American Mission 
Board (NAMB) had your 
church in mind when it 

developed the new Church 
Renewal Journey. There is 
no need to dream when the 
reality of getting started is 
only a prayer, and a phone 

call or an e-mail away. 

Here are the contacts to 
help you get started.
In Maryland/Delaware, 

contact Freddy Parker, Acts 
1:8 missionary, fparker@bcmd.
org;  (410) 290-5290, ext. 215;

• At NAMB, contact Fred & 
Pat Mueller, Church Renewal, 

fwm@comcast.net; (301) 
384-0524; www.churchrenewal.

net; www.ActsOne8.com; 

• For national events, go to 
www.churchrenewaljourney.net.

HELP WANTED-  If you have 
previously served as a team 

member on any Renewal 
Weekend and/or if you are 

interested in serving as a team 
member in the future, please 
register your interests on the 

NAMB Renewal web site, www.
churchrenewaljourney.net.
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By Sharon Mager
BCM/D Correspondent

HUGHESVILLE, Md.—A 
young Keith Corrick was getting 
dressed after a junior varsity 
basketball game when a teammate 
walked up to him and said, “Your 
father is here tonight. Get dressed, 
go out in the stands and meet him." 
Corrick didn’t remember his father. 
His parents divorced when he was 
a toddler; so in reality, Corrick was 
meeting his father for the first time.  

“That was one of those 
flashbulbs in life, the ones you never 
forget like where you were when 
9-11 happened, or when President 
Kennedy was assassinated. I still 
remember walking down the hall 
at the school gymnasium,” Corrick 
said. 

It was through that meeting that 
Corrick eventually found himself at 
Elkridge Church, where he and his 
father both gave their lives to Christ. 
Now Corrick pastors Hughesville 
Church. His son, Brian, pastors 
Nanjemoy Church. God redeemed 
the past. 

Keith Corrick’s mom raised 
him by herself during the 1950’s 
and 60’s when there was more of a 
stigma about being a single mom. 
She worked hard to support her son. 
As he grew, Corrick began to wonder 
about his father, but it was a taboo 
subject. 

 When Corrick was in high 
school, his mom moved to New 
Carrollton. He stayed in Sykesville 
with friends.

It was around this time he 
began thinking more about 
his father. Amazingly, 
it was at the same time 
that Corrick’s dad began 
searching for his son. In 
fact, the elder Corrick 
went to some old neighbors 
and began asking about 
Keith. That’s how it came 
about that teammate Mike 
Alexander told Corrick 
that his father was in the 
stands. 

 “I went into the 
bleachers and shook hands 
with my father for the very 
first time. You could tell 
we didn’t know each other 
because he called me by 
my real name, 'Keith,' and I grew up 
with the nickname ‘Butch.’ He didn’t 
know that.”

The two sat and watched the 
varsity game together then went to 
the older Corrick’s car and talked. 
Keith found out that his dad had 
remarried and had four other 
children. 

“Before I left he called me ‘son.’ 
He said, ‘good-bye, son.’ That’s the 
first time I ever heard that.”

He and his father, a correctional 
officer at Jessup, began building 

a relationship and eventually the 
younger Corrick moved in with his 
dad. 

Corrick’s new step-mother was 
an inactive Baptist who decided 

to get her family back to 
church. She began looking 
around and found Elkridge 
Church; then came home 
and announced to the 
family that they were all 
going to start going there. 
Keith Corrick wasn’t too 
agreeable, since he had no 
church background, but his 
father and stepmom made 
him go. The teen didn’t 
actively participate, but he 
listened. 

“I was really 
impressed with two 
things: one was the 
genuineness of the 
people and their love and 

encouragement and the preaching." 
Bob Moore, Keith’s pastor,  

impressed Keith and even now, he 
thinks of Moore as his mentor and 
father in the faith. 

“I heard about God in a very 

real way. Each Sunday Bob preached 
from the Bible in such a way it felt 
like he was talking to me. Keith and 
his father both gave their hearts to 
Jesus on Palm Sunday in 1970. 

Keith felt God’s call to the 
ministry when he was 18, but 
struggled with it, feeling inadequate. 

Nine years later, he and his wife, 
Terri, whom he met through one of 
his father’s co-workers, packed up 
and went to New Orleans Seminary 
for Corrick to begin preparing for 
ministry. 

“God has redeemed a lot of what 
has happened in the past. I met my 
dad, got saved, met my wife and had 
three boys, Greg, Brian and Philip. 
They are our treasures. We never   
made any of the boys feel like they 
needed to grow up to be preachers, 
but they all know the Lord."

 Corrick said he and his father 
have grown in their relationship 
through the years. 

“We’re very close today. My 
dad and I took a ride after my 
stepmother died. Reflecting back on 
those days he said ‘that had to be 
God.'”  

Father-son reunion shows God’s divine plan

Keith Corrick,  pastor of 
Hughesville Church, Md.
Photo by Sara K. Taylor, courtesy 
of the Maryland Independent, 
Waldorf, Md.
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By Sharon Mager
BCM/D Correspondent

FROSTBURG, Md.—David 
Sandvick, pastor of First English 
Church, Frostburg, uses everyday 
quirky happenings in his and his 
family’s life as spiritual illustrations 
in his weekly column, “Life Lessons 
on Faith” in the Cumberland Times. 
Readers chuckle over Sandvick’s 
childhood misadventures on his 
mini-bike, they shake their heads 
in empathy as the pastor tells how 
he and his wife sat through three 
hours in a misty rain waiting for 
their daughter to do one four-second 
jump at a track meet, and they 
nod in understanding as he shares 
his frustration at finding Darth 
Vader Christmas ornaments, but 
none honoring Jesus. Each of his 
articles ends with an encouragement 
for readers to find a local church 
or to honor Jesus in some way. 
Each column is lighthearted, yet 
challenging. 

“Local people often tell me 
they’re clipping the columns 
and sending them to loved ones. 
Some churches use them in their 
newsletters,” Sandvick said. His 
picture runs next to his column, so 
oftentimes people in the community 

recognize him. 
“I’m a celebrity in the local Food 

Lion,” he said with a chuckle. 
Sandvick initiated 

the idea for a column 
by sending a letter 
asking Jan Alderton, 
managing editor of the 
Cumberland Times, if he’d 
be interested in a light 
religious based column. 
Alderton said he’d try 
it. That was seven years 
ago. Since that time, 
Sandvick’s written over 
300 weekly columns. 
The column runs in the 
“Frostburg Express” 
regional section of the 
paper and is distributed 
to 8,000 homes.

Though a few people 
have visited the church after 
reading the column, Sandvick said 
that really isn’t the purpose of 
writing it. He’s really just sharing 
some spiritual perspectives in a non-
threatening way and allowing God 
to use them in whatever venue He 
chooses.    

Alderton said he’s really pleased 
with Sandvick’s columns and that he 
gets positive feedback from readers. 

“I’ve seen a lot of religion 

columns, but I like his. It’s always 
humorous but has a good message 
in it as well. He comes up with some 

clever ideas,” Alderton 
said. 

Sandvick is home-
grown. He was born 
and raised in Frostburg 
and was saved when 
he was six years 
old while attending 
Eckhart Baptist 
Church. He received 
his bachelor’s degree 
in Bible education 
at Washington Bible 
College.  

He and his wife, 
Candy, have been 
married for 28 years. 
The couple has two 
daughters, Katie 

and Kimberly. In his spare time 
Sandvick enjoys riding bikes on 
the Allegheny Trail, practicing his 
“very amateur magician” acts and 
collecting comic books. He’s been 
pastoring First English Church 
since 1991.  

Read one of David Sandvick’s 
columns below. For more, visit 

the church’s website at www.
firstenglishbaptistchurch.org.

Frostburg pastor shares ‘life lessons’ in local 
community paper

By David Sandvick
Pastor of First English Church, 

Frostburg, Md.

It was a 1969 Chevy Impala, I 
believe. Yes, I remember it well. 
My dad was driving, or was it 

my mom?  Well, it doesn’t really 
matter who was driving. I remember 
we were headed up Old Route 40, 
or was it up Parkersburg Road. Yes, 
that was it. My dad was driving up 
Parkersburg Road just as if it were 
yesterday. I was riding my 10-speed 
bike along side the car. That’s right. 
Dad was towing me up the hill 
to the top of Parkersburg Road. I 
remember it so clearly. 

I held on to the passenger 
side door with my left hand while 
steering my bike with my right. We 

must have been going 25 miles an 
hour, or was it ten? Well, no matter. 
Yes, it’s true, and I do remember 
it well. One of those exhilarating 
moments in time that seems frozen 
in my mind from 35 years ago. Dad 
may not have always made the best 
decisions regarding safety issues, 
but he sure knew what would bring 
a smile to his son.  

As I think back on life with my 
dad, I realize that those times I 
remember most are moments like 
the one described here. Times when 
I thought to myself, “Hey, my dad’s 
pretty cool!” Or, “I bet no other 
dads would let their kid do this.” I 
had these  thoughts even though my 
teen-age reasoning was pretty sure 
that no parent was cool, especially 
my own.

This Father’s Day, I will think 
back to some of those pleasant 
memories with my dad and I will 
also reflect on more recent memories 
with my own children. And although 
I’ve never pulled them helmet-less 
along side the car on their bikes, 
I hope that on Sunday they think 
that their dad is pretty cool, even 
though all their instincts tell them 
otherwise and all evidence is to the 
contrary. Happy Father’s Day. 

FIRST PERSON: Memories of my father

David Sandvick, Pastor of First 
English Church, Frostburg, Md., 
writes for community paper.

BCM/D 
June & July Events

June
6-8  Organic Greenhouse, BMRC, 
(ext. 225)

10-11 Southern Baptist Convention, 
Indianapolis, IN

15 Happy Father’s Day

15-20 Centrifuge Week 1, Skycroft, 
(800-536-6759)

21-25 FamilyFEST, Baltimore, Md. 
(ext. 231)

22-27 Centrifuge Plus Week 2, 
Skycroft, (800-536-6759)

29-July 4 Centrifuge Plus Week 3, 
Skycroft, (800-536-6759)

July
29-July 4 Centrifuge Plus Week 3, 
Skycroft, (800-536-6759)

7-11 CentriKid Week 1, Skycroft, 
(800-536-6759)

11-12 Mother/Daughter Camp, Camp 
Wo-Me-To, (ext. 231)

11-12 Skycroft Horizons 2008, 
Skycroft (ext. 208)

13-18 Girls’ Camp, Camp Wo-Me-To , 
(ext. 231)

14-18 CentriKid Week 2, Skycroft, 
(800-536-6759)

20-25 YPAC (Youth Performing and 
Visual Arts Camp), Washington Bible 
College, (ext. 253)

21-25 CentriKid Week 3, Skycroft, 
(800-536-6759)

28-Aug 1 CentriKid/Crosspoint, 
Skycroft, (800-536-6759)

For detailed information, 
go to www.bcmd.org/calendar or 
call 1-800-466-5290 and dial the 

extension listed.

Father’s Day
June 15
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BCM/D Correspondent

 
JARRETTSVILLE, Md.—

Camp Wo-Me-To’s resident manager, 
Frank Ulmer, laughs when he says 
people come up to him and say 
“Wow, so you guys are open again." 
Ulmer responds, “We’ve never been 
closed!” 

The camp is sometimes a 
forgotten jewel – a more rustic and 
relaxed camp than some of the more 
upscale retreat centers. But it may 
not be forgotten for long. Usage is 
up; summer camp registration is 
growing and the camp is getting 
spiffed up. 

Ulmer said they recently 
sold two and one-third acres and 
reinvested the money into camp 
improvements, adding central air 
and heating and upgrading the 
electrical system in the chapel and 
installing central air and heating 
in the White Pine Lodge. They 
also made the lodge and one of the 
cabins handicap accessible and 
they’re continuing with ongoing 
improvements. 

Operations manager, Ben 
Block, and Ulmer work together 
on the upgrades, many of which 
they can do themselves, saving an 

impressive amount of money for the 
camp. Ulmer is a carpenter and 
owned a contracting business before 
becoming the resident manager.  

“Ben and I are doing most of 
the construction except for the 
electricity and plumbing,” Ulmer 
said. “If it doesn’t operate, Ben 
operates on it,” Ulmer laughed.

Local Eagle Scouts have 
been helping with the upgrades, 
using Camp Wo-Me-To to do their 
community projects. Eagles have 
added picnic tables, and they 
installed benches in the vesper 
garden. They also planted flowers 
around the veteran’s memorial 
flag garden by the chapel and 
they’ve redone the sand volleyball 
court. There are plans for an 
Eagle Scout to install a low ropes 
circuit team-building course on the 
trails. 

Guests will also appreciate the 
upgrade in the food, Ulmer said. 

“The food’s great. We’ve been 
improving our food service. It’s not 
camp food. We have turkey dinners, 
roast pork, homemade baked ziti, 
lasagna and chicken breasts,” he 
said. 

Now the camp is gearing up for 
girls' and boys’ camps and Ulmer is 
excited. He loves to see the boys and 

girls come and see God’s creation. 
“In the city, they’re surrounded 

by manmade things – bridges and 

roads. They can’t even see the stars. 
When they’re out here they can see 
the trees, the grass, the flowing 
streams.” 

They’ll be learning about the 
reality of God’s creation while being 
in the midst it. They can see the life 
teaming in and around the pond 
– tadpoles, frogs, fish, birds and 
insects. The cabins and lodges are 
set in the woods so the smells of the 
forest, plants and flowers is heavy in 
the air. It’s a paradise for kids who 
like the outdoors, or for grown-ups 

who never lost their sense of wonder. 
The cabins and lodges are 

modernized, but still have the 
comfortable “campiness” to them. 
The little white chapel, with 
its steeple, looks like it’s out of 
a fairytale. The inside has the 
woodsy smell that adds to its 
quaintness.  

There’s plenty for groups to do 
while camping – swim in the pool, 
play volleyball, basketball, hike, 
fish, toast marshmallows, eat 
smores and learn about Jesus.

And don’t forget Wally, the 
camp dog. He greets visitors 
and keeps the wildlife alert 
by running with all his might 
through the woods jumping on 
critters that happen long the way. 

Ulmer said kids love Wally. 
Ulmer said his desire is for the 

camp to be set apart for Christ, to 
come along side churches and help 
them accomplish what God has for 
them. 

“We pray for every group that 
comes here by name and we lift 
them up before the Lord and ask 
that His Spirit moves and touches 
the heart of the people here. 

“We want them to come here 
and sense the Lord’s presence,” he 
said. 

Being still and knowing He is God at Camp Wo-Me-To

Ben Block, operations manager, and Frank Ulmer, 
resident manager, work together to make improvements 
before the girls’ and boys’ camps begin at Camp Wo-Me-
To this summer.

Dr. James Merritt is the Senior 
Pastor of Cross Pointe, The Church at 
Gwinnett Center in Duluth, Georgia. 
His uncompromising preaching and 
leadership have brought phenomenal 

growth to the church where thousands 
attend each week. He is a past-President 

of the Southern Baptist Convention 
and is a noted author and speaker. He 
and his wife Teresa have been mar-
ried for thirty years and have three 

sons; James, Jr., Jonathan and Joshua. 
The Merritts reside in Dacula, GA. 

Dr. Merritt is the speaker for Touch-
ing Lives which reaches millions around 
the world every week. His ability to ap-
ply Biblical principles to the problems 

and concerns of everyday life has made 
Touching Lives one of the most popu-

lar and respected broadcast ministries 
across the nation and around the world.

WATCH TOUCHING LIVES!
with DR. JAMES MERRITT

Sundays at 8:30am EST over
The Trinity Broadcasting Network 

(DIRECT TV Ch. 372)
Sundays at 8:30pm EST over

The Church Channel 
(DIRECT TV Ch. 371)

(Consult local cable affiliates in your 
area for channel allocations)

Hope and Encouragement for Life!
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By Sharon Mager
BCM/D Correspondent

COLUMBIA, Md.—Freddy 
Parker, BCM/D missionary for men’s 
ministries, remembers growing up 
and going to Royal Ambassador (RA) 
chapter meetings to learn about 
missionaries, memorize scripture 
and do projects together. In fact, 
he still considers himself an RA. 

“A lot of people say once you’re 
an RA you’re always an RA. You 
don’t drop that tag,” Parker said. 

Now as a man, Parker 
not only appreciates the fond 
memories and solid missions 
education, but also the men who 
volunteered to run the programs. 

 “We had very willing and 
patient men to mentor us kids. 
That’s still something very 
much needed and alive in Royal 
Ambassadors,” Parker said. 

Recently, many of those BCM/D 
willing and patient men looked 
pretty harried on the second of the 
two-day annual RA conference at 
Middle River late in March. But 
it wasn’t a bad harried, it was the 
kind of droopy eyed, ruffled hair, 
clothing askew, slightly leaning 
harried that comes from a really 
fun, uplifting event like VBS, camps 
or overnight RA conferences. 

The boys gathered for 
Bible lessons, crafts, scavenger 
hunts, games and food all with 
a missions theme. This was the 
RA’s 100th anniversary and the 
boys cheered and clapped when 
Parker announced the birthday and 
handed out commemorative mugs. 

Looking back at RA’s years 
ago and today, Parker said the 
biggest difference is that today 
boys can contact missionaries 
from many countries around the 
world electronically, immediately 
on their own. At meetings, leaders 
can bring in computers with 
cameras and boys see and talk with 
missionaries and with missionary 
kids, right then and there. 

“We would read about 
missionaries in magazines like 
“Lad” or “Crusader.” If you wanted 
to correspond you pulled your pencil 
and paper out, wrote down the 
address, wrote your letter with your 

questions, mailed it and in a month 
or so it would get to where you 
wanted it to go. If the missionary 
sat down that very day to respond it 
would be another six weeks to two 
months before you got it. As a boy, I 
almost forgot the question I asked in 

the first place,” he said. 
Gayla Parker, BCM/D 

WMU executive director, 
said Girls in Action (GA’s) 
are seeing the same thing. 
The biggest change is 
the immediate contact 
with the missionaries. 

“Girls can learn 
about missionaries 
then go home and email 
them,” she said. GA’s 
will celebrate their 100th 
anniversary next year. 

Both boys and 
girls are also able to 
participate in hands-on 
missions through local, 
national and international 
mission trips. It’s a 
brave new world for 
kids in missions today. 

Another aspect both 
RA’s and GA’s appreciate 
today is contact with 
missionary kids. That adds a 
whole new dimension, Gayla said. 
Freddy said boys enjoy asking 
the missionary kids ordinary 
questions like what sports they 
like and what games they play. 

Even the materials have 

changed dramatically. Sylvia 
Deloach remembers looking at 
black and white thin booklets. 
Now they’re colorful and expanded 
and if girls want more they can 
go on the Internet and read and 
download to their heart’s content. 

Times were 
different when 
Deloach was 
a young girl. 
There wasn’t so 
much to compete 
with for time. 
Going to GA’s 
was a big part 
of her week and 
it’s where she 
met her friends. 
Nowadays, 
she said, girls 
are going 

from one activity to another. 
It’s a continual effort to keep 
material and meetings relative 
to meet the needs of the girls. 

Gayla said they must keep the 
message the same, but continue 
to present it in fresh new ways. 

Freddy and Gayla also see 
the benefits of mission education 
organizations from a missionary 
perspective. The Parkers served 
for over 10 years as missionaries 
in the Philippines. How wonderful 
it is, Gayla said, to receive letters, 
prayers and support from men, 
women and children from home. 

“And if your child becomes 
a missionary, you will be a big 
supporter of WMU and missions 
education,” she said with a smile. 

Mission education also builds 
a foundation for a mission lifestyle 
that continues to support missions 
through the years, Gayla said. 
Other mission organizations have to 
use a large part of their time raising 
their own funds. Southern Baptist 
missionaries don’t have to do that 
and can concentrate all of their 

efforts on ministering. 
Interest in RA 

and GA programs is 
growing as churches 
are beginning to see 
the importance of 
mission education. 

“The strongest 
unifying factor in a 
church is emphasizing 
the role of missions, 
not just coming and 
sitting and being 
fed all the time. It’s 
taking spiritual food 
and turning it into 
energy and putting it 
to work,” Freddy said.

“If we just 
consume and consume 
and never expend 
that energy, we 
turn into spiritual 
couch potatoes. 

“The last thing 
Jesus told us was 
to be his witnesses 
all around the 
world in our homes, 
neighborhoods, 
to the ends of the 

earth. He could have told us to 
go to Bible study, go to seminary, 
become a great theologian. 
Instead He said be my witness in 
Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and 
to the ends of the earth.” 

Royal Ambassadors and Girls in Action  - then and now

Right on target: Children involved in Royal Ambassadors (RAs), pictured above,  
and Girls in Action (GAs)  (pictured above left) have fun learning about missions, 
setting a foundation for a lifestyle of missions.
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Arundel Association

First Church, Kent Island, 
has an ongoing ministry to seniors. 
The ladies Joy Group 
visits several local 
adult day care centers 
regularly. They recently 
celebrated ten years of 
serving Easter dinners 
to residents at the local 
health department's adult 
day medical services. 

Twice a month they 
sing at the Kent Island 
Senior Center and they 
have regular Bible 
studies for the clients. 
In addition they serve 
dinners for about 40 
clients twice a year at the 
church. 

The focus of the ministry is 
to help the elderly who are no 
longer independent and sometimes 
overlooked.

New Beginnings Church, 
Pasadena, delivered cookies to 
teachers at George Fox Middle 
School in an effort to show 
appreciation for the teachers' 
services and to open doors for 
ministry to them. 

The church had a Mother’s Day 
breakfast last month with the men 
doing the cooking. This month the 
women will reciprocate. 

New Beginnings continues to 
partner with Campus Life, which 
meets at the church on Mondays. 
Over 50 teens recently came to one 
of the Campus Life meetings. 

New Hope Church, 
Baltimore, had a “Free Market” at 
a community center in Curtis Bay. 
Nearly 150 people came to accept 
the freebies – cribs, baby clothes, 
bicycles, toys, a refrigerator and 
lots of other items. Bill DeOrazio, 
New Hope’s outreach minister, said 
the church filled a truck and when 
the day was done they had just a 
few bags of clothing left. 

In addition to giving away new 
and gently used free items, church 
members shared Jesus with people, 
as they felt led. 

DeOrazio said one woman came 
and told him she accepted Christ 
after New Hope’s summer festival 
in Curtis Bay last year. The woman 
told DeOrazio she had been on the 
wrong path, using drugs, alcohol 
and living a promiscuous lifestyle. 

Her children came to the festival 
last year and made a Styrofoam 
cross. The church members helping 
them told the kids that Jesus loves 

them. The children went home and 
told their mom about it and she put 
the cross on the refrigerator. Day 
by day she walked by it and was 
reminded that God loves her. One 
day she prayed and told God she 
was sorry for her sins and said she 
wanted to live for Him. She told 
DeOrazio she plans to come to his 
small group meeting. 

Two men talked with DeOrazio 
and told him they were tired of a 
life with drugs and alcohol. One 
had accepted Christ before and had 
backslidden; the other accepted 
Christ for the first time. 

This is the third “free market” 
the church has had in Curtis Bay. 
The first year people were a little 
hesitant and wary about the stuff 
being free but this year they were 
ready. They’re getting to know 
the church. New Hope has been 
developing a presence in 
the area for some time, 
helping weekly with the 
feeding ministry and 
hosting special events. The 
church will have another 
summer festival at Curtis 
Bay, with the help of 
mission teams, on July 17. 

The Church at 
Severn Run is having 
a cookout this month 
and will use the time to 
begin planning for their 
“sharing for the holidays.” 
They’re getting a head 
start collecting perishable 
foods for the needy for the 
holiday season. 

Marilyn Graves was 

a special guest at Severn’s ladies’ 
luncheon last month. Graves is 
married to Eddie Graves, pastor 
of Patterson Park Church. The 

couple served in Chile 
as IMB missionaries. 

First Church, 
Crofton, youth will 
travel to Bowling 
Green, Ky., to 
participate in the 
Kentucky Heartland 
Outreach at the end 
of July. The youth 
will be trained to 
build wheelchair 
ramps and simple 
decks and other light 
construction projects 

for needy families. 

Baltimore 

Middle River Church had a 
spring fling last month in an effort 
to reach families who are part of the 
church’s child development center. 

Stephen Hardnett, pastor 
and founder of New Christian 
Bible Church, Pikesville, Md., 
and his wife Brenda, celebrated 
30 years of ministry in a special 
extravaganza at the Sheraton 
Baltimore in Towson, Md., on April 
26. During the special ceremony, 
or-ganized by Deborah Petway 
McMichael, the Choir Boys served 
as the special musical guest and 
New Christian Bible Church’s Joy 
Hall offered a praise dance. Among 
others, Timothy Loftin, pastor of 
Pleasant Rock Church, offered 
words of encouragement; and Robert 
Anderson, pastor of Colonial 

Church in Randallstown, Md., 
shared a message entitled, “Keep 
Looking Up” based on Jer. 29:11. 
The Hardnetts were presented a 
proclamation of April 26 as the 
“Rev. Dr. Steve Hardnett 30th 
Pastoral Anniversary Day” from 
Sheila Dixon and the Mayor’s office; 
a governor’s citation from Maryland 
Governor Martin O’Malley; and a 
resolution from the Baltimore City 
Council recognizing the Hardnetts’ 
contribution to Baltimore.  

North Point Church will have 
a free sports camp June 30-July 3 
for elementary aged children. The 
camp will include soccer, basketball, 
football and baseball along with 
learning about Jesus. Several 
professional athletes are scheduled 
to attend.

Parkville Church will have 
strawberry festival/block party 
on June 7. The event is a free 
community outreach featuring free 
food, games and activities and a 
concert featuring the Oak Grove 
Quartet. 

Temple Church will have 
Vacation Bible School July 25-29. 

Valley Church, Lutherville, 
will have a sports camp June 
23-27. Kids who have completed 
kindergarten through fifth grade 
will learn spiritual truths while 
they learn and play soccer and 
basketball. 

The cost is $105 for the first 
child and $80 for a second child 
in the same family and includes a 
t-shirt, the activities and a group 
picture. 

The church will combine VBS 
and music camp for elementary 

school-aged children from 
July 14-18. They’ll have 
VBS featuring the theme 
“Outrigger Island” with Bible 
stories, games, crafts and 
recreation and they’ll work 
on the Kathie Hill program, 
“Go, Go Jonah!” The ending 
extravaganza will be on 
Friday evening. The cost is 
$40 per child. 

Blue Ridge Association

Covenant Church, 
Shepherds-town, W. Va., 
will have VBS from 6:15-9 
p.m., July 14-18. This year’s 
theme is “Power Lab” – 
Discovering Jesus’ miraculous 

Stephen Hardnett, pastor and founder of New Christian Bible Church, Pikesville, 
Md., and his wife Brenda, celebrate 30 years of ministry.

The Ladies Joy Group at First Church, Kent Island, serve meals to several local adult day 
care centers regularly.

Arundel

Baltimore

Blue Ridge
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power. Kids will have arts and 
crafts, drama, games, music and 
missions. 

Delaware Association

Delaware Association will 
have its annual family fun day a 
Smyrna Park from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
on June 21. 

Hockessin Church will use 
Outrigger Island curriculum for 
their VBS Aug. 2-8. 

Ogletown Church, Newark, 
Del., had their grand opening 
celebration of their expanded 
building area on May 4 with a 
combined worship service in the new 
multi-purpose room. Members and 
guests shared breakfast and took 
tours of the new areas. 

In addition to the multi-
purpose room, new classrooms were 
added for the middle, high school 
and college ministries. Special 
recognition was given to James 
Templeton, and Bill Dewberry 
who worked tirelessly leading the 
expansion team. 

Eastern Association

Oak Ridge Church, 
Salisbury, is having an all church 
wedding and vow renewal on 
Saturday, June 14 for couples who 
want to renew their vows, or for 
those who want to get married.  A 
short reception will follow where 
couples can share a wedding cake.

Ocean City Church began 
a thrift shop ministry at its 
West Campus, recycling used 
clothing. The “shop” is open from 
9 a.m.-3 p.m. on Wednesdsays and 
Saturdays. The West Campus is 
located behind the White Marlin 
Mall.

 The church will have 
Wednesday family nights from 
5:30 to 7:30. p.m., June 18 thorugh 
August 13. Each night has a 
different theme including the circus, 
Egyptian, miltary, olympics, pirates 
and more.

Mid-Maryland Association

Vernon Hallis celebrated his 
tenth anniversary serving as youth 
pastor at Westminster Church. 
The congregation honored Hallis 
with a special service and reception 
on April 27. 

Montgomery Association

Redland Church, Rockville, 
will have its fifth annual sports 
camp for kids ages 4-11 from June 
30-July 17. The camp runs from 
9-11:30 a.m.  Children can sign up 
for one week, or all three. Sports 
include soccer, basketball, t-ball and 
football. 

The church will have its 
annual VBS from 9 a.m. to noon 
June 23-27. They’ll have a kick-
off family fun night from 5-8 p.m. 
on June 22 with giant inflatables, 
food, games and prizes. This year’s 
theme is “SonWorld Adventure 
Park.” For details, about the 
sports camp and VBS, including 
registration information, see www.
redlandbaptist.org. 

Potomac Association

Church members from The 
Potter’s Place, St. Leonard, 
built a float for the St. Leonard 
community Fire Department Parade 
on May 4. The church had the only 
float in the parade. Church members 
gave out candy and tracts to those 
who lined the parade route. 

The church had its first mother 
daughter meeting in April with 
the hopes of beginning a mother-
daughter ministry. 

Prince George’s Association

Calvary Church, Upper 
Marlboro, will have VBS for kids 
up to sixth grade on July 28-31. The 

church is using the “Cactus Canyon” 
curriculum. Kids will gather around 
the Bible study campfire, trot to the 
crafts corral, gallop to the recreation 
barn and enjoy snacks at the chuck 
wagon. The theme is “Saddle up – 
Tell others,” based on John 3:16.  

The church will have a kick 
off from 2-5 p.m. on Sunday, July 
27 and then meet for VBS classes 
from 7-9 p.m. Monday through 
Wednesday. The grand finale will be 
on Thursday night. 

Kettering Church is having a 
youth retreat June 20-22 at Skycroft 
Conference Center for tweens and 
teens ages 11 to 18. The cost is $85. 

Susquehanna Association

North Harford Church, 
Jarretsville, will sponsor a kid’s 
camp from June 29-July 3 at Camp 
Wo-Me-To. The theme is “Exploring 
the Seven C’s” using curriculum 
from Answers in Genesis. Topics 
include creation, corruption (the 
fall of man), catastrophe (the flood), 
confusion (Babel) and Christ, 
the cross and consummation. In 
addition to the study, kids will enjoy 
swimming, fishing, boating, hiking, 
crafts, music, ball and field games 
and campfire time. He cost is $180 
and includes boarding and meals. 
For more information see www.
northharford.org.

Western Association

Pleasant View Church, 
Oakland, hosted a Life Action 
summit revival May 11-21. The 

summit team lead adult, 
teen and children’s 
ministries, introducing 
revival principals at all 
levels. 

Life Action teams focus 
on improving the health 
of the church through a 
concentrated, extended 
approach to ministry. For 
more information about Life 
Action Ministries, see www.
lifeaction.org. 

Obituary

Cline L. Vice died on 
April 27.  Funeral services 
were held at Glen Burnie 
Church on May 1. Doug 
Alberts, pastor of Grace 
Church of Sunset Beach, 

officiated. 
Vice received his Ph.D. from 

Southern Seminary in 1937. After 
serving churches in Kentucky he 
was called to Glen Burnie Church 
in 1950 and served as pastor of that 
church until 1978.

 He was past president of the 
Maryland State Baptist Union 
Association from 1955-1957 and 
was the founder of the Arundel 
Association. 

Under his leadership Grace 
Church of Sunset Beach, Linthicum 
Church, Severn Church, Severna 
Park Church, Faith Church, Elvaton 
Church and Emmanuel Church were 
founded. 

“Dr. Vice's ministry influence 
stretches to my personal ministry 
today,” John Brittain, Arundel 
Association’s director of missions, 
wrote in an email to BaptistLIFE.

Vice was predeceased by 
his wife Ruth and several of his 
brothers and sisters. He is survived 
by four children, Frank L. Vice 
of Lansing, Mi., Roy L. Vice of 
Dayton, Ohio, Phyllis V. Hahn of 
Brooklyn Park and Elsie M. Kosa of 
Greenville, S.C. He is also survived 
by his sisters V. Elaine Barnett of 
N. Wilkesboro, N.C., Leora Philips 
of Manteo, N.C., W. Jewell Smith of 
Burlington, Ky., and Joyce Jones of 
Florence, Ky., seven grandchildren 
and two great-grandchildren.

His family suggests Memorial 
Donations be given to Arundel 
Association, 8385 Jumpers Hole 
Rd., Millersville, MD 21108 in his 
memory. 

2008 Summer Sports Camps

 “Parents, what are your kids going to do all summer?”
* Want to help your kids avoid the summertime blues? 
* Looking for a place for your kids to meet new friends? 
* Would you like your kids to learn a new sport or 
    improve their current skills?

How about coming to a free basketball, soccer, or cheerleading camp in Baltimore, 
Md.?
 
To find a camp near you, go to www.embracebaltimore.com 
and CLICK “2008 Summer Activities.”

Eastern

Mid-Maryland

Montgomery

Potomac

Prince George’s

Susquehanna

Western

Obituary

Delaware
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By Sharon Mager
BCM/D Correspondent

COLUMBIA, Md.—Ron 
Stanley, Jr., Baptist Convention 
of Maryland/Delaware (BCM/D) 
General Mission Board (GMB) 
president, brought the May 6 GMB 
meeting to order at the Baptist 
Mission Resource Center (BMRC). 
Mitch Camp led worship. Camp 
spoke about his orchard and the 
beauty of God’s creation. He said he’s 
“impressed with what God is doing 
in my little patch of Maryland,” and 
that makes him want to sing. He 
launched into a strong deep version 
of  “How Great Thou Art” followed 
by “Shout to the Lord.” Afterwards, 
he and his wife, Pawnee, sang an old 
spiritual, “Here’s One.”  

Ron Stanley shared from 
I Timothy, where Paul urges 
Timothy to be prayerful - to have 
a preoccupation with prayer. That, 
Stanley said, leads to a tranquil life. 
It is good and acceptable and will be 
in accordance with God’s plan for all 
men to be saved. 

Report from Executive Director
BCM/D Executive Director 

David Lee reiterated the 
convention’s mission to start and 
strengthen churches in an effort to 
accomplish the commands of Jesus 
in the Great Commission and Acts 
1:8. 

“I can report to you that we 
are on mission,” Lee told GMB 
members, adding that staying on 
mission and keeping first things 
first, is a challenge that Jesus 
warned about.  

Lee referenced Mark 13:10, 
“And the gospel must first be 
preached to all nations” (NIV). 

“You read the paper just like I 
do. You listen to the news reports. 
People are distracted,” Lee said. The 
news is gloom and doom.

Even Baptist news is not so 
good. “Southern Baptists, at least 
for the past year, have joined the 
ranks for denominations that are 
declining,” Lee said. 

Membership is falling and 
baptisms are declining. At the same 
time, world population is growing 
dramatically. 

“Never have there been so many 
lost people than ever before that so 
desperately need Jesus Christ.” 

Lee said we have become 
distracted just like Jesus feared we 
would. 

There is a brighter side, Lee 
said. Lee said he was encouraged 
when he recently visited Viers 
Mill Church for a baptism. Four 
congregations share the facility 
and they get together for the Lord’s 
Supper and for baptisms. Lee said 
as they worshiped together it was 
like a microcosm of heaven. 

Lee said the difference between 
those reaching people and those who 
are not is passion, and the passion is 
lost when people become distracted. 

“…We as leaders of this 
convention have a responsibility 
to avoid distractions and keep our 
focus on the mission – The Great 
Commission.” 

Looking ahead, Lee said this 
might be our best year ever with 
church planting. The convention is 
seeing a Hispanic church movement 
beginning to take shape.  

Lee cited successes with the 
Youth Evangelism Conference, 
registering over 1,000 people with 
over 100 decisions for Christ. One 
hundred fifty ministers’ wives 
attended the annual retreat in 
Annapolis. The language music 
festival continues to grow. There 
have been at least 1,490 log-ins for 
training on E-quip.net. Partnerships 
continue to grow, especially Scotland. 
Lee said the BCM/D is seeing results 
from Embrace Baltimore and is 
laying the groundwork for Embrace 
Wilmington. 

“I can candidly report to you 
that we are seeking to avoid the 
distractions and we are staying on 
mission as a convention,” he said. 

“…When conditions in our world 
around us seem to darken, we have 
the opportunity to shine like stars 
in the universe reflecting the light 
of the Son.” 

Financial Report
Tom Stolle told GMB members 

that the economy’s decline, with the 
high gas prices, foreclosures and 
other financial downturns, didn’t 
catch God by surprise. 

Stolle said for the three months 
ended Mar. 31, 2008, Cooperative 
Program receipts trailed budget 
with receipts totaling 21.65 
percent of the 2008 annual budget.  
Additionally, Cooperative Program 
giving for the first quarter 2008 
trailed the first quarter 2007 by 
7.7 percent due to the contribution 
of fewer dollars in January 2008 
than for the same period last 
year.  February and March were 
good months, with giving in both 
months exceeding 2007 levels. Stolle 
predicts April will probably be down 
from last year as April 2007 was 
a strong giving month.  Last April 
was strong, followed by a soft month. 
Some of it has to do with the timing 
of contribution receipts from our 
churches, Stolle said.

Administrative Committee Report
Fred Dyer, chairman of the 

Administrative Committee and 
pastor of White Marsh Church, 
brought the committee’s report and 
recommendations to the board.

Members unanimously 
approved some minor changes to the 
Employee Policies  & Guidelines; 
to accept Rockbridge Seminary 
as an additional source of online 
academic education for convention 
constituents; to borrow necessary 
funds from the Baptist Foundation 
to repair or replace items for the 
BMRC facility; to approve a request 
from Baptist Family & Children’s 
Services to conduct a 1.5 million 
dollar capital campaign; and to 
reduce the BCM/D annual meeting 
from four sessions to three. 

Bob Simpson, associate 
executive director, explained that 
the changes to the Employee Policies 
and Guidelines are minimal and 
primarily bring terminology up to 
date to reflect the new management 
structure. The only substantive 
change, he said, had to do with 
compensatory time. 

Randy Millwood, BCM/D 
missionary for missional 
leadership, shared information 
about Rockbridge Seminary. 
Millwood said 90 percent of the 
students are Baptist. The founding 
administrators include Jimmy 
Draper, Roy Fish, Nelson Searcy 

and Rick Warren. The seminary is 
online and is more affordable and 
convenient than traditional schools. 

Simpson shared how borrowed 
funds would be used to update the 
BMRC. Sixty percent of the cost 
will be in replacing ten HVAC units 
that cool and heat the building. In 
addition to correcting flaws, a new 
system will be more energy efficient. 

Other improvements include: the 
parking lot surface, re-carpeting, 
painting and other minor cosmetic 
improvements. Simpson said that 
while the improvements are needed 
now they will be required should 
the building need to be sold in the 
future. The maximum loan will be 
for $225,000. 

Bob Gerstmyer, Baptist Family 
& Children's Servies executive 
director, said the capital program 
they want to begin this summer 
would help with opening more 
transitional housing, provide long-
term facility maintenance and 
improvements and help with start-
up staffing costs for Delaware and 
Cumberland and for a development 
and volunteer coordinator. 

Board members also voted to 
shorten the annual meeting. David 
Lee said the annual sermon would 
be preached at the end of the third 
session, ending the meeting at 12:30 
p.m. on Tuesday. Lee said there 
would still be verbal reports from 
International Mission Board and 
North American Mission Board 
representatives, but not all of the 
other agencies. Representatives will 
still have a presence at the meetings 
at booths where individuals can get 
information and ask questions. 

Reports from the Field
Rick Hancock, BCM/D 

president and pastor of Dunkirk 
Church, praised God for the Youth 
Evangelism Conference, where 
seven youth from his church were 
saved and are now being discipled. 

Ed Reece, pastor of Hazelwood 
Church, introduced Brian Starch, 
an intern from Hannibal, Miss., 
who will be helping the church this 
month. 

Robert Anderson, pastor of 
Colonial Church, praised God for 

Lee tells GMB members to stay focused in the midst of troubled times

Continued on page 15
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a successful missions conference. 
Anderson said last year four people 
went on a mission trip. As a result 
of this year’s conference, they had 
43 members participate. Anderson 
said the church had a Hip Hop 
Conference that will help them 
address the needs of some of the 
youth in the church. 

Larry Malizzi, a member of 
Faith Church, Elkton, said the 
church is sending two mission teams 
out in July, one to Mexico, July 5 
to 14 and one to Kentucky, July 19 
to 26. Malizzi said this is the first 
time the church has sent two teams 
to two different places in the same 
month.

Ron Stanley, Jr., pastor of First 
Church, Suitland, and GMB 
president, said his church is doing 
outreach to local businesses and 
building relationships. As a result of 
that, a local school is having recitals 
in their church. The church is also 
sending missionaries to Malta and 
to South Carolina. 

Agency Reports
Robert Gerstmyer, Baptist 

Family & Children’s Services, 
said BFCS’s goal is to have 47 
certified CHOSEN treatment 
families by June. 

“We have reached that goal,” 
Gerstmyer said with a smile. 

Eastern Association’s BFCS 
branch is now recruiting families 
and hopes to begin placing children 
soon. Delaware’s BFCS is going 
through a licensing process. 

The agency is continuing to 
work towards establishing more 
transitional housing. The most 
recent is in the community of 
Penn-Lucy. They are now seeking a 
transitional home in Cambridge. 

Bill Peacock, president of the 
Baptist Foundation, reported that 
21 churches received loans from the 
church loan found. 

As of March 31, Peacock said 
the market value of the investment 
portfolio was approximately 
6 million dollars, a 4 percent 
downturn due to current market 
conditions. Peacock said the good 
news is the five-year return rate is 
7.4 percent. 

“When the market comes back 
up we anticipate growth,” he said. 

The foundation continues 
to focus on planned giving, but 
will turn their focus more to 
education. Instead of doing wills 
directly, Peacock said they’ve 
established a list of attorneys 
they can provide to potential 
givers. 

Ken Jordan gave the report 
for the Christian Life and 
Public Affairs Committee. 
Jordan shared information 
about marriage bills that have 
been proposed to the house and 
senate. Some of the bills were to 
protect marriage; others were to 
allow for same sex marriage. All 
of the bills failed, but Jordan said 
they would surely be reintroduced 
again. 

Jordan said the committee 
gives regular updates to interested 
pastors and lay leaders to be part of 
the prayer and/or action and to give 
information for expressing opinions. 
For updates on these and other like 
matters contact Jordan at (800) 
466-5290, ext. 213 or at kjordan@
bcmd.org. 

Jordan cited Hebrews 13:4 in his 
comments. “Marriage is honorable,” 
he said. “Let’s keep it so.”

Reports from Strategy Teams
Ellen Udovich, BCM/D 

missionary for direct ministries, lay 
mobilization, ministry evangelism 
and senior adults, representing the 
Acts 1:8: Missions Involvement 
Team, introduced Freddy Parker, 
BCM/D missionary for partnership 
missions.  

“The task God has given us 
to reach our world requires us to 
partner,” he said. Out of the six 
billion people on the earth, 4.5 
billion of them are lost, he said. 

Parker said Scotland is a 
blossoming partnership. There 
are also opportunities in Asia, 
West Africa, the Middle East and 
Kentucky. Parker said he would help 
put together a trip for anywhere that 
someone feels God is leading. 

Written reports were submitted 
by the other four strategy teams.

David Jackson, BCM/D 
missionary, for the Church 
Multiplication Team wrote, “It 
could be a banner year in church 
planting for the BCM/D.”

Thirteen new works were 

started during the first quarter of 
this year – five in Baltimore city 
directly or indirectly connected to 
EMBRACE. These new churches 
include French Speaking African, 
Anglo-American, Hispanic and 
Korean. So for now, BCM/D is on a 
pace to plant one church per week in 
2008.

Eddie Scott, BCM/D missionary 
for Bible teaching, discipleship, 
and general church consulting, 
reported for the Church Services 
Team, formerly the Congregational 
Development Team. “In this 
quarter we have experienced life-
changing events that exceeded 
all expectations…” Scott wrote in 
his report.  He cited VBS clinics, 
evangelism, Sunday school, witness, 
children and youth ministry 
trainings and the youth evangelism 
conference. The team is now 
preparing for the summer Horizons 
conference. 

Randy Millwood, BCM/D 
missionary for missional church 
leadership, e-quip.net, small groups 
and seminary extension, reported 
for the Leadership Development 
and Support Team. The team’s 
goal is to provide all BCM/D 
pastoral team members and families 
the assurance that they are valued, 
that their convention cares for them, 
and that they have the very best 
resources available to them. 

Tom Stolle, BCM/D chief 
financial officer, missionary for  
minister's compensation, church 
treasurers and stewardship, 
reported for the Resource 
Development Team. Stolle, 

in a written report, said 
education continues to be 
a focal point of the team. 
Financial stewardship 
seminars will continue 
to be made available. His 
team has also partnered 
with children and youth 
ministry providing train- 
ing concerning safe-
guarding in conjunction 
with student ministries. 

Ad Hoc Committees
Bruce Revel, reporting 

for the Affiliation Commit-
tee, recommended GMB 
members vote to accept First 
Church, Upper Marlboro, 
into the convention. Revel 

said the church is looking forward 
to getting involved in partnership 
ministry. 

Revel said he always encourages 
newly affiliated churches to contact 
the association closest to them. 

“Affiliation is about mission 
partnership,” Revel said. “They are 
the ties that binds us together.” 

President’s Remarks
Rick Hancock, BCM/D 

president, said his son, Joshua, 
is one of his very favorite people. 
“We’re very similar in our 
characteristics. We both look alike 
and we like purple lollipops,” 
Hancock said. “We also have great 
times together. We love to fish…to 
work in the garden, drive the garden 
tractor and cut the grass. And we’re 
crazy about his three sisters and 
madly in love with his momma.”

Joshua, many say, is a “chip off 
the old block.” The same can be said 
of Jesus, Hancock said, referencing 
Heb. 1:3 and Col. 1:15. “Jesus is a 
chip off the old block.” 

“God has invited us to be just 
like him. How do I imitate God?” 

Hancock cited Eph. 4: 22-23, 
about putting off the old self, and 
putting on the new self. 

“Character is not a choice. It’s a 
million choices. It’s in every choice 
we make,” Hancock said. 

“Our family deserves for us to 
be more like God. Our churches and 
the Baptist Convention of Maryland/
Delaware desire and deserve for us 
to be more like God.”  

Fred Dyer, chairman of the Administrative Committee, and Ron 
Stanley, president of the BCM/D GMB, during the May 6 meeting.

Continued from page 14
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By Mark Kelly

INDIANAPOLIS (BP)—
Fulfilling the mission Christ gave 
His followers – bringing lost souls 
into God's Kingdom – will be the 
focus of the 151st session of the 
Southern Baptist Convention when it 
convenes June 10-11 at the Indiana 
Convention Center.

The meeting will extend a theme 
of spiritual awakening that has 
characterized the tenure of Frank 
Page as SBC president, pressing 
on to the evangelistic outreach that 
flows naturally from renewal.

For a complete schedule of events, 
visit www.sbcannualmeeting.net.

"The motivation and power for 
evangelism arises out of spiritual 
awakening," said Page, who is 
completing his second term as SBC 
president. "I keep going back to Acts 
1:8, which says, 'When the Holy 
Spirit comes, you shall receive 
power.' And when we have been 
stirred by God's spirit, we reach out 
to the lost and God draws people to 
Himself."

That's why Page said he selected 
Acts 2:47b as the watchword for the 
gathering: "And every day the Lord 
added to them those who were 
being saved" (HCSB).

"The recent report of a decline 
in baptisms and membership in the 
Southern Baptist Convention re-
emphasizes that for too long we have 
been attempting to raise baptisms 
among non-revived people in non-
revived churches," Page said. "The 
lack of connection with lost people 
and the lack of urgency for soul-
winning and personal evangelism 
is a direct indication of our lack of 
spiritual passion and love for the lost.

"Even when there is a love and 
a concern for the lost, sometimes 
we have a total disconnect with 
the culture in which we live," Page 
added. "Many of our people simply 
do not know how to relate to people 
in 21st-century culture and have 
been frustrated at their inability to 
communicate the Gospel."

Under the banner of 
"Fulfilling the Mission," Southern 
Baptist leaders will introduce a 
multifaceted long-term strategy for 
helping churches evangelize their 

neighborhoods, states, country 
and world. The 10-year National 
Evangelism Initiative was a priority 
Page set for his time in office when 
he was elected in Greensboro, N.C., 
in 2006.

"The moment I was elected, 
I knew I wanted to encourage a 
continent-wide evangelism strategy," 
Page said. "A large number of people 
have been saying to us, 'Don't just 
tell us what to do, but show us how 
to do it.' So I approached the North 
American Mission Board and they 
have worked with our state and 
associational partners to come 
forward with a strategy that will 
help us know both what to do and 
how to do it."

The National Evangelism 
Initiative will offer a menu of 
strategies in four areas: praying, 
engaging, sowing and harvesting, 
Page said.

"There will be many elements 
produced so churches of all sizes and 
all ethnic backgrounds in all areas 
of the continent can take part," Page 
said. 

"Of all the things that could come 
out of the meeting in Indianapolis, 
the greatest for our continent would 
be that we come away with a common 
direction in presenting a very positive, 
life-transforming message about 
Christ."

Among the other highlights of 
the annual meeting:

Block Parties
Block parties in 27 ethnically 

mixed neighborhoods will spearhead 
a drive to launch eight new churches 
during Crossover '08, June 6-7. "I 
want to encourage Southern Baptists 
to be part of Crossover," Page said. 
"I will be out sharing Christ on 
Saturday and hope hundreds, if not 
thousands, will join us in that great 
evangelistic opportunity."

Challenges
Messengers to the annual 

meeting will hear challenges from 
Leo A. Endel, executive director 
of the Minnesota-Wisconsin  
Convention in Rochester, Minn. 
and Rob Blackaby, president of 

the Canadian Southern Baptist 
Seminary in Cochrane, Alberta.
Prayer Focus

An intensified focus on prayer 
will be another feature of the 
convention. In addition to the 
prayer room, signs will be posted 
around the convention center to help 
messengers make a "prayer journey" 
for the annual meeting. A virtual 
prayerwalk will be available at www.
crossover08.com for people who can't 
attend the convention. Information 
for those interested in volunteering 
to intercede for the annual meeting 
is available on that site as well.

Mission Board Reports
The North American Mission 

Board report and presentation is 
scheduled for Tuesday evening, June 
10, and the International Mission 
Board report and presentation will 
be Wednesday evening, June 11.

Praise and Worship
Congregational praise and 

worship will be led by convention 
music director L. Lavon Gray, 
minister of music and worship at 
First Church in Jackson, Miss. 
Steve Blanchard, director of worship 
ministries for the State Convention 
of Baptists in Indiana, will lead the 
Indiana Baptist combined choirs in 
several performances.

Convention Sermon
Al Gilbert, senior pastor of 

Calvary  Church in Winston-Salem, 
N.C., will deliver the convention 
message Wednesday morning, June 
11.

Pastors' Conference
-The SBC Pastors' Conference 

will begin early -- on Sunday 
afternoon, June 8 -- to preview 
"Fireproof" (fireproofthemovie.com), 
a new movie on unconditional love 
and covenant marriage produced by 
Sherwood  Church in Albany, Ga.

Ministers' Wives Luncheon
The annual Ministers' Wives 

Luncheon will be held at noon 
Tuesday, June 10, in the Sagamore 
Ballrooms 1-5 of the Indiana 
Convention Center. Gary Chapman 

Indianapolis annual meeting, June 10-11: Fulfilling the mission

Continued on page 17



June 2008 Your convention...  Page 17 

will speak on the topic "How to Love 
a Leader." Registration information is 
available at www.sbcannualmeeting.
net.

Woman's Missionary Union
Woman's Missionary Union 

activities will begin Sunday evening, 
June 8, at the Hyatt Regency 
Indianapolis, with a banquet 
featuring SBC President Frank 
Page as the keynote speaker. A 
day-long missions celebration will 
be held June 9 in the same hotel. 
Registration information for the 
banquet is available at www.wmu.
com.

Online registration
Online registration is available at 

www.sbcannualmeeting.net through 

June 7 so messengers can avoid lines 
upon arriving at the convention. The 
website gives a church a messenger 
reference number form to be printed 
out and presented by each messenger 
at the registration booth in exchange 
for a nametag and a set of ballots. 
The appropriate church-authorized 
representative must complete all 
online registrations. The traditional 
registration method also is available. 
Registration cards are available from 
state convention offices.

Resolutions
Messengers wishing to propose 

resolutions must submit them at least 
15 days prior to the annual meeting, 
giving the Resolutions Committee a 
two-week period in which to consider 
them. 

Shuttles
Shuttles will be available to and 

from most official SBC downtown 
and airport hotels. The shuttle service 
will be complimentary on Sunday 
afternoon, June 8. 

Shuttle tickets will be available 
at the convention center information 
desk for $10, with children 12 and 
under riding free when accompanied 
by parents who purchase tickets. 

Hotels near the convention center 
that will not have shuttle service are 
the Canterbury, Conrad, Crowne 
Plaza Union Station, Embassy Suites 
Downtown, Hampton Inn Downtown, 
Homewood Suites, Hyatt Regency 
Capitol, Marriott Downtown, Omni 
Severin and Westin. 

The Country Inn & Suites near 
the airport will not have shuttle 
service. 

Childcare
Childcare (birth-3 years) and a 

children's conference (ages 4-12) have 
been planned for the meeting, with 
registration information available at 
www.sbcannualmeeting.net.

Students grade 7 and above 
will be able to participate in Bible 
study, worship and fellowship during 
the annual Centrifuge program. 
Registration information is available 
at www.lifeway.com/fuge/cfuge under 
"SBC Fuge."

Wellness Walk
Guidestone Resources will 

sponsor a wellness walk at 6:15 a.m. 
Tuesday, June 10, at White River 
State Park. Online registration is 
available at www.GuideStone.org/
walk or www.sbcannualmeeting.net. 

By Baptist Press Staff

INDIANAPOLIS (BP)—Prayer 
is news at this year’s Southern 
Baptist Convention annual meeting 
in Indianapolis.

This year’s prayer emphasis at 
the SBC has been boosted by the 
efforts of Indianapolis-area pastors 
who have caught a vision of what can 
happen when people spend more time 
praying.

At last year’s meeting of the 
State Convention of Baptists in 
Indiana, a first-of-its-kind prayer 
room featured videos, maps and other 
visual aids along with Bible verses, 
specific requests and journals to 
facilitate prayer. The room was filled 
and the results were overwhelming, 
Dale Eakes, this year’s SBC prayer 
team coordinator, told Baptist Press.

“Churches are discovering 
more creative and innovative ways 
to incorporate prayer into their 
congregations,” said Eakes, pastor of 
Warren Church in Indianapolis. “A 
local pastor shared with me that his 
church knew what worship was and 
that they were good at it, but prayer 
was not something they practiced 
very much together.

“He has changed his services so 
that now instead of worshipping 95 

percent and praying only five percent 
or less, they have sought to include 
prayer in at least 50 percent of their 
service. The results: New converts 
have been added and a greater sense 
of the need to do something great in 
the name of Jesus is sweeping over 
the congregation,” Eakes added.

Indianapolis churches are 
realizing a passion for church 
planting and evangelism on a level 
that has not been seen in a long time, 
the prayer coordinator said.

“The great part is that the 
leaders of these ministries are local 
pastors who understand the need for 
prayer and have taken that passion 
to their local churches,” Eakes said. 
“The local association is on fire to see 
something great happen in the name 
and grace of Jesus”

At the SBC annual meeting, 
messengers are urged to pray 
throughout the convention hall 
during the hour preceding each 
session, and they’re asked to visit 
the prayer room to ask God to direct 
the decisions being made during the 
business proceedings. 

Among several events to be held 
in conjunction with the SBC annual 
meeting:

– Chaplain (Maj. Gen.) Douglas 
L. Carver will be the featured 

speaker at the chaplain’s luncheon on 
June 9.

Last June, Carver became the 
first Southern Baptist since 1954 
to lead the U.S. Army’s chaplains 
when he was promoted to a two-star 
general.

The luncheon, from 11:30 a.m.–2 
p.m. on Monday, will be held in 
the Indiana Convention Center’s 
Sagamore Ballroom 7 on Level 2.

Carver, a native of Rome, Ga., 
grew up in a Christian home prior 
to graduating from the University of 
Tennessee with a bachelor’s degree 
and Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary with an M.Div. He also 
holds a master’s degree in strategic 
studies from the Army War College. 
An ordained Southern Baptist 
minister, he has pastored churches in 
Kentucky, Colorado and Virginia.

– The North American Mission 
Board’s Missional Network will hold 
a dinner and discussion on Monday, 
June 9 at Buca de Beppo restaurant 
in Indianapolis. Participating in a 
panel discussion will be Kerry Shook, 
founding pastor of Fellowship of the 
Woodlands in The Woodlands, Texas; 
Brian Bloye, founding pastor West 
Ridge Church in Hiram, Ga.; and 
Daniel Floyd, lead pastor of Lifepoint 
Church in Spotsylvania, Va.

“Networking has become a 
critical part of our culture and to 
this generation,” said Mike Cogland, 
director of the Missional Network. 
“It’s important to connect with 
others who are likeminded. I hope 
we’ll come away from this time with 
more defined ideas for reaching our 
specific communities.”

The dinner and discussion will 
begin at 4:30 p.m. The cost is $10 
per person or $15 for couples for 
the first 150 people. To register, 
visit http://guest.cvent.com/i.
aspx?5S,M3,61685b89-43e5-45d3-
aaba-aa3ebc27fe46.

– The annual Founders 
Fellowship Breakfast will be held at 
6:30 a.m. Tuesday, June 10 in the 
Indianapolis Marriott Downtown, 
Ballrooms 1-4 on Level 2. Keynote 
speaker Eric Redmond, second vice 
president of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, will speak on “The 
Reformation That Must Come.” 
Redmond is pastor of Hillcrest 
Church in Temple Hills, Md., and 
a member of Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary’s board of 
trustees.  

Compiled by Baptist Press editor 
Art Toalston, with reporting by BP 

staff writer Erin Roach.

Fulfilling the mission 

Prayer is news at the Southern Baptist Convention
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Scooter is our family dog. He 
is an eight pound very fluffy 
Pomeranian. Scooter is not good 

at anything other than looking really 
cute. On our walks at the park we are 
often stopped by others asking to touch 
his fur. He even attracted the eye of 
a news camera man once and made 
Channel 11 news. 

He greets us at 
the door at the end 
of the work day with 
all the appropriate 
jumping, tail wag-
ging and sheer joy 
just because we 
are home. While he 
may have no special 
duties or gifts, he 
loves us and we 
have grown to love 
him.

With summer, 
comes one chore not 
to be ne- 
glected is  flea 
treat-ment for 
Scooter. It would 

be quite easy for fleas to camp out in 
the fur. Scooter would be miserable, 
as would we, with all the scratching. 
So without fail, once a month we dig 
through the fur to apply flea prevention 
medication on his skin. Scooter can 
rest without scratching and we can 
rest because he is quiet!

Rest is an important part of life, 
especially with the fast pace of day to 
day living that comes with our culture. 
Recently, I’ve been reading The Rest of 
God, Restoring Your Soul by Restoring 
the Sabbath by Mark Buchanan. As 
a confessed workaholic, I struggle 
with this especially since Sunday is 
generally not a rest day for me.

My first conviction of constant 
motion came with the words of my 
middle son. He asked if I would watch 
a movie with him. I replied, “I would 
love to. Just let me pick up this bit of 
sewing that needs to be done so I can 
make good use of the time.” Nathan’s 
response broke my heart, “Mom, do you 
never sit down and do nothing, even 
for me?” I put the sewing aside and sat 
doing “nothing” with my son.

I’m afraid I sometimes com-
municate that same message to God. 
Am I willing to just “rest” with God? 
Psalm 23:2a says, “He makes me 
lie down in green pastures.” In 

A Shepherd Looks at Psalm 23, W. 
Phillip Keller gives the details of what 
it takes for a shepherd to make his 
sheep rest. 

Keller says that sheep will not rest 
unless the following conditions are met: 
1. The flock is free from friction (they 
are getting along with each other); 2. 
Sheep are free of fleas or parasites; 3. 
Sheep are free of fear; and 4. Sheep 
are not hungry. If any one of these 
conditions is not met the sheep will not 
rest and the flock will not do well. Most 
of us are not sheep herders so we miss 
much of what is being said in Psalm 
23. But this is what this one verse, 
“He makes me lie down in green 
pastures,” now says to me.

Rest requires that I be free of all 
fear. All of us on occasion feel fear, 
or at the very least, worry about the 
many stresses that come into our lives. 
Phil. 4:6 says, “Don’t worry about 
anything.” Jesus can handle it all, I 
just need to “rest” in his management 
skills.

Rest requires that my 
relationships with others be one that 
honors God. Sheep only fight when the 
shepherd is not present. That speaks 
volumes about my relationship with 
others and God in my life! If I’m taking 
time each day to make sure God is 
front and center, then the temptation 
to be agitated with others will not be 
there. I can “rest” in His presence and 
know my relationships will be order.

Rest also requires that I be free 
of fleas or parasites. Most of us do 
not get attacked by fleas, but we 
do get attached by things like over 
scheduling, worry, stress, mixed up 
priorities, discontent, sin, etc. Those 
“fleas” can bring many sleepless 
nights. The flea prevention medication 
comes in the form of Jesus Christ. 
Jesus can pick off the “fleas” and 
His strength in our lives can prevent 
further attacks. Being “flea” free 
means perfect rest in His overcoming.

And last but not least, rest 
requires the proper food - our hearts 
and minds full of the Word of God. And 
then we find rest in his fullness.

True rest for the believer requires 
rest in His presence, confidence in 
His management, strength in His 
overcoming and the fullness of His 
spirit. He is our Shepherd, we are His 
sheep; that is all we need for rest in our 
soul! 
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Ministry Leadership Conference 
July 11-12, 2008  •  Skycroft  •  Middletown, MD

As Sunday School Director at First Baptist Church of Mt. Rainier, I encourage 
our teachers to attend Horizons at Skycroft to enhance their skills and 
to give them insight into ideas for in-reach and outreach ministries. Our 
Student Director has attended Horizons for two consecutive years and 
has been energized each time to make a difference.  He has combined 
what he has learned and implemented to excite the youth teachers as they 
encourage and reach our youth.  Since the implementation, a serious in-
reach program has demonstrated a clear change, experiencing positive 
responses by the youth in our church. Not only are the students studying 
and preparing their lessons for Sunday, but they are improving in their 
school work as well. Because of successes like this, all of our teachers are 
excited to attend Horizons this summer.

Jerry Kirkland, Sunday School Director
First Baptist Church, Mt. Rainier, MDGayla Parker

WMU Executive Director/
WMU, SBC Missions 

Innovator Specialist,
BCM/D Missionary for 
Missions Education/

Customization

Those pesky fleas!

The Horizons conference features... a flexible, relaxing environment 
outside the four walls of your church; and highly trained facilitators 
who are passionate about serving you.

This year’s theme:  “Calling Out the Called”
 “God is still calling his people to service.  Horizons provides God’s 
people the opportunity to train for effective service. Were I a pastor, I 
would gather my key leaders and bring them to Skycroft July 11-12.”   

Dr. David Lee

 More than 50 conferences to choose from!  

Attend any workshop in any session 
to customize your training experience!

 
For additional information, contact Donna Shiflett 

by phone at (800) 466-5290, ext. 226 ; 
by email at dshiflett@bcmd.org; or 

visit online at www.mybcmd.org/horizons.
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By Diana Davis

It’s an untapped resource 
in many churches.  A 
vibrant, upward-and-

outward-focused women’s ministry 
can positively impact a church’s 
growth and health. Is your church 
ready to begin or improve a women’s 
ministry? Need some fresh ideas?  

Your church is unique. Your 
women’s ministry must be tailor-
made to fit your mission field. It may 
meet weekly or monthly, mornings or 
evenings. Whatever the method and 
whenever you meet, it’s permeated 
with missions, hands-on ministry, 
fellowship, growth and evangelism. 
It’s fast-paced, fun, and worth her 
time. 

For example, we called our 
women’s ministry LIGHT, an 
acronym for Ladies Intentionally 
Going, Helping, Touching. The 
daytime program met for two 
hours each Thursday morning. The 

first hour offers a choice of quality 
classes, such as Bible study, Women 
on Mission, book reviews, support 
groups or crafts. After classes, all 
groups come together for a coffee 
fellowship, and then ladies leave the 
church with their ministry team, 
infiltrating the community to share 
Jesus with newcomers, homebound, 
hospitalized, benevolence projects, 
outreach, etc. Our Night-LIGHT met 
monthly with a condensed version of 
that schedule. We had special events 
and outreach-focused quarterly 
luncheons, too.

Allow me to share five simple 
organizational secrets to get you 
started:

Secret #5: Plan a One-Year 
Calendar. An annual marathon 
planning meeting allows your 
leadership team to strategize dates 
and goals for an entire year. Annual 
planning dramatically enhances 
effectiveness. 

Secret #4: Memorable Kickoff 

Event. Ladies gather en masse for 
the event of the year! Expend major 
effort to plan a fun, top-quality 
kickoff to create anticipation and set 
the stage for a successful, fruitful 
year of women’s ministry. 

Secret #3: Broaden the Circle. 
The focus stays the same, but fresh 
additions are made each year—some 
new leaders emerge, new ministries, 
new Bible topics and teachers 
and participants, new events and 
projects. Got the picture? Stay fresh.   

Secret #2: Begin with the 
Pastor. It’s not a para-church 
organization; it’s a ministry of 
your church. God will honor your 
women’s ministry as they follow the 
leadership of your pastor.     

Secret #1:  Focus Upward 
and Outward.  A great women’s 
ministry incorporates spiritual 
growth, mentoring friendships, 
hands-on ministry opportunities, 
missions education and action, 
and evangelism. Instead of a “me” 

mentality, it produces a “go ye” 
mentality.  Women’s ministry works. 
Literally. 

A quality women’s ministry will 
impact your church, your community 
and your world for Christ. Women’s 
ministry must include ministry. 
Don’t leave M out of your WM.  

©Fresh Ideas. Looking for more 
women’s ministry tips? Check out 
Diana’s newest book, Fresh Ideas 
for Women’s Ministry (B&H) to be 
released June 1. There will be a book 
signing at the Southern Baptist 
Convention LifeWay bookstore and 
New Hope bookstore. 

Diana Davis is the wife of 
the Indiana Baptist Convention 
Executive Director. For more, visit 
online at www.keeponshining.com.

Fresh Ideas: Adding the ‘M’ to women’s ministry

!

Vickie Stewart is new Morgan State University collegiate missionary
By Shannon Baker

BCM/D National Correspondent

BALTIMORE, Md.—As the 
Baptist Convention of Maryland/
Delaware’s new missionary for 
collegiate ministry at Morgan State 
University, Vickie Lynn Stewart is 
excited about all that is to come.

Originally from Baltimore, 
where she graduated from Eastern 
High School in 1981, Stewart 
earned a bachelor of science degree 
in Bible from Lancaster (Pa.) Bible 
College in 1990; and a master of arts 
degree in church and community 
ministry from Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Ft. Worth, 
Texas, in 1999.

After seminary, Stewart spent 
seven years in Brazil, where she 
served as an International Mission 
Board missionary.

Stewart credits her home church, 

Iglesia Bautista Nueva Vida in 
Lancaster, Pa., for giving her the 
inspiration for doing international 
work. Her pastor was 
from Mexico, and though 
English was her primary 
language, all the church 
services were in Spanish. 

Accordingly, she later 
applied to serve as a 
missionary in a Spanish-
speaking country, but 
God closed that door. 

Instead, she ending 
up in Curitiba, the capital 
city of Paraná, Brazil, 
and in of all things, a 
Japanese church for a 
year and a half! Of the 
183 million people in the country in 
2007 and the 1.8 million in the city 
in 2006, 30,000 were Japanese, she 
explains.

In Brazil, Stewart also worked 

with the urban poor, women, 
children, students, Brazilian 
missionaries, pastors and SBC 

volunteer missionary 
teams from Arkansas, 
Florida, North Carolina 
and Texas, in the areas 
of church planting, 
evangelism and 
discipleship. The work, 
she feels, prepared 
her to be a collegiate 
minister back in her 
hometown Baltimore 
and more specifically 
on the Morgan State 
University campus.

Each year, Morgan 
State enrolls an average 

of 6,000 students in programs from 
the baccalaureate level through 
the doctorate. While Morgan is a 
historically black institution, it has 
served students of all racial and 

ethnic backgrounds.
“I hope to take groups of college 

students to Brazil one day,” Stewart 
envisions excitedly, her bubbly 
personality shining through every 
word. “I want to expose students and 
get them out of their comfort zones.”

Stewart says she’d also like to 
teach what the Bible says about 
finances and other vital biblical 
truths for daily living.

Presently, Stewart is partnering 
with Baltimore’s Seventh Church 
and is very excited about ministering 
in Baltimore. Describing herself 
as people-oriented and outgoing, 
Stewart shares her heart for the 
students throughout Baltimore.

“I want to reach my city for 
Jesus,” she says, beaming, in awe 
that Jesus would even consider using 
her to reach students. 

You can reach Stewart at 
vstewart542@hotmail.com.



By Shannon Baker
BCM/D National Correspondent

NEWARK, Del.—Leslie Nease, 
contestant from Survivor China 
and keynote speaker for Ogletown 
Church’s annual women’s 
conference April 25-26, shared some 
things she learned from being on 
one of TV’s most celebrated reality 
shows last season. Women from 
21 churches participated in this 
conference.

Now in its 16th season, Survivor 
places 16 people in a remote location 
to see who can “outwit, outplay and 
outlast” each other after 39 days and 
become the sole winner of $1 million. 

Nease, a Christian talk show 
host from 91.9 FM in Charlotte, 
N.C., and a member of Tega Cay 
Church in Tega Cay, S.C., admits 
she learned several things from 
her Survivor experience. At the 
conference, she summed up the top 
ten things she learned:

10. Never give up on a God-given 
dream and to trust His timing.

For Nease, coming onto Survivor 
was a dream come true. She 
auditioned for the show 11 times 
before landing the opportunity. 
That meant 11 applications and 11 
audition tapes.

“I really wanted to be 
on Survivor,” Nease gushed, 
acknowledging that she also wanted 
the dream to be from God. For her, 
that meant that her husband, Rod, 
had to be in complete agreement 
with the idea.

“And my husband did agree,” 
she exclaimed. “So much so, that 
he pretty much kicked me onto the 
plane... and I am so glad he did!” 

Nonetheless, it was God who 
proved to Nease that He meant more 
to her than even the dream of being 
on Survivor did.

She related how in the very 
first five minutes of the game, 
she was confronted with bowing 
before a statue of Buddha. In what 
was supposed to be a traditional 
welcoming ceremony, Nease felt that 
the bowing constituted worship. She 

had already decided in her heart 
that she would put her face on the 
ground only before God, and feeling 
the discomfort, she walked away 
quietly in tears.

Nease knew all along that an 
alternate player was waiting in the 
wings. Would she be let go from the 
game because of this display?

With her decision came her new 
identity, “Sister Christian.” All the 

other players knew where she stood, 
as did the rest of the watching world. 

“I’m not religious,” clarified 
Nease to the TV cameras. “but 
I have a relationship with Jesus 
Christ, and I’m only going to put my 
face on the floor for Him.”

At that moment, Nease realized 
that the experience was meant for 
her. “God showed me that He is first 
in my life,” she said.

9. Holy huddles are great, but you 
can’t stay there.

“Trust me. If we don’t break up 
our holy huddle, [God] will do it for 
us,” Nease went on.

She pointed to Acts 1:8 where 
Jesus tells the early church that they 
must go out and be His witnesses in 

Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the 
ends of the earth. But by Acts 8:1, 
great persecution broke out against 
the church at Jerusalem, and all 
except the apostles were scattered 
throughout Judea and Samaria.

For her, Survivor was a chance 
to break away from her own holy 
huddle of a Christian job and 
Christian friends and family.

8. First impressions aren’t always 
accurate.

Before the game started, Nease 
and the contestants were not allowed 
to speak to each other. Still, New 
York City waitress Courtney Yates’ 
rolling eyes fully displayed her 
attitude. Nease’s first impression of 
her wasn’t very favorable.

But when she was voted off, 
Yates was the one crying when 
Nease left. She’s the only one who 
didn’t vote for for Nease. 

“Survivor brings out the real 
you,” Nease said. “Courtney started 
out cranky, but she would get up 
with her in the middle of the night to 
walk with me when I was sick. I saw 
her like God saw her, and I am very 
thankful for her.”

7. We are “crazy blessed” to be 
able to own and read God’s Word in 
our country.

Though Nease had requested 
her Bible as her “luxury item” (one 
personal item that she could bring 
along), she was denied the request. 
As the days passed by, she longed 
for her Bible. She was very sick, and 
wanted the reassurance that it gave 
her. 

“I had memorized scripture, but 
I was surrounded by deception and 
needed truth,” she shared, admitting 
that it wasn’t always that way. For 
20 years, her “Sunday” Bible sat on a 
shelf, she said.

6. Know what it means to “dig 
deep for Jesus.”

Nease admits that she was a 
mess on Survivor. She caught a 
parasite and lost 17 pounds in nine 
days.

“It had to be God who carried me 
through. He showed me that He is 
enough,” she shared. “I didn’t have 

my reputation, my family, or even 
shampoo and a toothbrush!”

It was even harder because 
her tribe was very cynical. She 
was “kidnapped” by the other 
tribe, who proved to have “a strong 
heart.” When Nease shared her 
findings with her tribe, they became 
distrustful of her, ultimately 
deciding her fate as the third 
contestant to be voted off from 
Survivor China.

5. A good reputation means more 
than a million bucks.

Before the vote, Nease realized 
her dilemma, but knew she had to be 
true to her values. She had to admit 
that she had shared things about her 
tribe to the other tribe.

“I knew my kids were watching. 
I knew God was watching,” she 
shared. “My goal was to be obedient 
to God, not to win the million 
dollars. Had I not been honest, I 
would not have been in God’s will.”

4. Forming relationships with 
people opens doors to share one’s 
faith.

“My body may have not been 
strong, but my faith was strong. And 
the other contestants were starting 
to get it,” Nease shared. “I listened 
to the Holy Spirit’s promptings. 
Questions were asked, but I didn’t 
preach.”

When voted off, several of the 
contestants dubbed her “mom,” 
indicating their affection for her.

3. Other’s opinions do not define 
you.

Nease shared her attempts at 
gaining man’s approval—she won 
the Mrs. North Carolina pageant 
in 2001; she partied along with her 
friends, living a double life between 
church and her world. 

“When I said I believed 
that Jesus is the Son of God, I 
finally realized was that I didn’t 
understand what ‘belief’ meant,” she 
admitted. “It was a firm conviction, 
a full surrender, and a lifestyle that 
reflects that surrendered.”

When she finally understood 
that, her life radically changed, 
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Ogletown speaker shares 10 things she learned on ‘Survivor China’

Leslie Nease, contestant on last season’s “Sur-
vivor China,” shares how her bold witness for 
Christ affected her game.

Continued on page 21
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“Dear Counselor” with CentrePointe Counseling, Inc.

“What should I do if I suspect a child is being sexually abused?”
Dear Counselor:

I am a Sunday School 
teacher in a local church 
working with younger 
elementary school aged 
children. One of the first grade 
girls has recently been using 
inappropriate sexual language 
and exhibiting lots of anger 
in the class. My intuition tells 
me that something is not right. 
What would you suggest that I 
do? – Sunday School Teacher

Dear Sunday School Teacher:
You are wise to listen to 

your intuition. Your observations 
suggest the possibility of sexual 
abuse in the life of this child. 
Sexual behavior and language that 
are not age-appropriate can be a 
sign of sexual abuse. Emotional 
behavior from being “too perfect” 
to withdrawal and depression to 

unexplained anger and rebellion 
can be a sign. Physical signs 
include redness, rashes or swelling 
of the genital area, urinary tract 
infections, chronic stomach pain or 
headaches, bedwetting or soiling 
pants. Sometimes there are no signs 
at all.

It is true that you want to 
be able to listen to the child. 
Sometimes a child is more open to 
talk to a trusted adult other than 
a parent. Remember that children 
may tell “parts” of what happened 
or pretend it happened to someone 
else. It is important not to ask a 
lot of questions or try to get too 
much detail. This is better left to 
professionals.

Another important response is 
the reporting of any suspected child 
abuse. Child abuse may be sexual 
abuse, physical abuse, or neglect. 
Reporting is not to be only when 

there is incontrovertible evidence, 
but of the suspicion of child abuse. 
For Sunday School teachers, like 
for school teachers and mental 
health professionals, this reporting 
within 48 hours is mandated by 
the law. Unlike pastors who may 
in some cases have “privileged 
communication” in private 
confessional situations and not have 
to report, Sunday School teachers 
are required to report. And, once 
you tell the pastor, the pastor is 
required to report. The reporting 
can be made to the local State’s 
Attorney’s office, Department of 
Social Services, or the police. A 
report would include the name and 
address of the child and the parent 
or caretaker, the child’s age, the 
child’s present location, the names 
of any other children in the home 
and what happened.

While reporting is a legal issue, 

there are also ethical and spiritual 
issues involved. Churches that are 
complicit with abuse by their silence 
actually allow the abuser to abuse 
other children, and often damage a 
child’s relationship with God for the 
rest of their lives.

Questions may be e-mailed 
to trodgerson@bcmd.org with the 
subject line indicating, “Dear 
Counselor;” or mailed to Dr. Tom 
Rodgerson, 8203 Harford Road, 
Parkville, MD 21234. (800) 491-5369            

CentrePointe has offices in the 
following locations: Cambridge, 
Catonsville, Columbia, Crofton, 
Dunkirk, Frederick, Glen Burnie, 
Hughesville, Lanham, Laurel, 
Lutherville, Mechanicsville, 
Middle River, Odenton, Parkville, 
Rockville, Severn, Silver Spring, 
Waldorf and Westminster.

BaptistLIFE Classifieds
PASTOR—Our large, Southern 
Baptist church is seeking an 
experienced, Spirit-directed man of 
vision to lead our congregation to a 
higher level of service.  We believe 
God has already prepared a gifted 
preacher, with a heart for evangelism, 
discipleship, and missions, to follow 
His call to our church.  We are blessed 
with a wonderful facility, a great 
staff, and a supportive and loving 
congregation. Interested?  Please 
contact the Pastor Search Committee 
of Great Bridge Baptist Church at 
gbbcpastorsearch@cox.net or via 
P.O. Box 16432, Chesapeake, VA  
23328-1643.

CHURCH ORGANIST NEEDED—
We are in the process of hiring a 
church organist to play our pipe organ 
at our 8:30 a.m. services, 2nd and 4th 
Sunday evening services and other 
times as needed. Those interested are 
asked to call our church office for more 
information. Calvary Baptist Church 
Bel Air, Maryland, 410-838-6080; 
Ema i l :cbc @ ca lva r ybela i r. c om; 
Website: www.calvarybelair.com.

MAIL, E-MAIL OR FAX YOUR AD 
Deadlines are the second Friday of each 
month for the following month’s issue. 
Classified advertising is 75 cents per 
word ($18.00 minimum) for BCM/D 
churches and church members; 85 
cents per word ($20.00 minimum) 
for non-profit organizations; and 95 
cents per word ($25.00 minimum) 
for commercial organizations. Word 
count does not include words with two 
letters or less. Contact us for display 
ad pricing.  Acceptance of advertising 
does not constitute an endorsement of 
any advertiser’s products or services.

For more,  visit online at 
www.bcmd.org 
and click on 
“Ministry  
Positions”

and she focused wholeheartedly on 
the Lord. Pointing to Gal. 1:10, she 
affirmed that she only wanted to 
please God. That stance allowed 
her to walk in God's will instead of 
favoring man's ways.

2. Man’s rejection is God’s 
protection.

Though Nease wanted to stay 
longer in the game, she was at peace 
with being voted off. “God will not 
allow you to be rejected by anyone 
unless it is a part of His plan,” she 
said, pointing to the Old Testament 
story of Jacob. “It is the darkest 
when you are struggling, but don’t 
let go and give up before the blessing 
comes.”

1. Nothing is more important 
than a relationship with Jesus Christ.

“If you allow this dream to 
come true, not only will I tell them 
my story, but I’ll tell them Yours,” 
Nease had told God. She directed 
her attention to the conference 

attendees. “Jesus is not just your 
Savior, but also your Lord. He 
doesn’t want just part of your life. He 
wants all of your life.” 

She said that Christians should 
have “symptoms of Christianity” 
(life change, sensitivity to sin and 
evangelism, a love for God’s Word). 
“If you don’t have the symptoms, 
then you don’t have it,” she 
challenged, admitting that for years 
she was a “Sunday Christian” only. 
But her life dramatically changed 
when she relaxed and let God do the 
work in her.

“Many people told me they were 
sorry when I didn’t win Survivor, but 
I did win,” Nease shared, rejoicing 
over her newfound opportunities 
to share about Jesus. “Jesus just 
doesn’t work the way we do.”  

To learn more about Nease’s 
ministry or to schedule a speaking 

engagement, visit online at 
www.leslienease.com.

‘Survivor’ lessons
Continued from page 20
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By Tim Durkin
Baptist Family & 
Children's Services

Baptist Family 
is extremely 
thankful for the 

many different kinds 
of support we get 
from generous people 
across Maryland and 
Delaware. Often, 
that support takes 
the form of volunteer 
time or a monetary 
donation. For example, 
volunteers help sort, 
deliver and distribute back to school 
items and Christmas gifts. Financial 
support allows us to provide for the 
material needs of families in deep 
crisis, to provide housing and other 
services and it keeps our programs 
staffed.

Last month we were blessed by 
the generosity of a family of donors 
from Sykesville, Md., who responded 
to a very particular need with a very 
special form of support. They donated 
their minivan to Baptist Family to 
pass along to a single mother and her 
growing family.

Nationwide, transportation 
is a major barrier to families in 

crisis. Without reliable 
transportation it can be 
impossible to find childcare 
for kids too young to enroll 
in school. The lack of 
transport, particularly in the 
suburban areas of the mid-
Atlantic states, can make 
it next to impossible to find 
employment or to travel to 
job training programs with 
any kind of regularity.

The Brookings Institu-
tion has found a correlation 
between car ownership and 
productivity. In an article 
written by Jen DeGregorio, 

Brookings scholar Margy Waller 
states that “people with a car are 
more likely to work, work more hours, 
and have a higher level of income.”

One of the most enduring images 
of Hurricane Katrina is that of 
thousands of people stranded in the 
New Orleans Superdome taking 
shelter. In the aftermath of the storm, 
some wondered why more of those 
in the Superdome (and sheltering in 
other locations around the city) did 
not simply flee. One answer was a 
lack of transportation. Many people 
simply did not have the means to 
evacuate their families from the city 
ahead of Katrina’s arrival.

Proceeding from that finding, the 
Brookings Institution conducted a 
survey of U.S. cities, gauging the rate 
of car ownership. The study found 
that Baltimore had the fourth lowest 
rate, with nearly one third of the 
adult population without access to an 
automobile.  

This low rate is not due to an 
excellent mass transit system filling 
in for car ownership. Baltimore’s 
bus and rail system is aging in its 
equipment and limited in its scope, 
and not a complete solution for 
transport even in Baltimore City. 
Outside the city limits, transport in 
the suburban counties is even sparser.

Instead, Baltimore’s low rate of 
car ownership can be traced to the 
high costs of buying and registering 
a vehicle in Maryland, combined with 
the very high cost of insuring a car 
in Baltimore City. Baltimore City’s 
average insurance rate is 60% higher 
than rates for comparable vehicles 
and drivers in Baltimore County.

Many nonprofit organizations 
use vehicle donations as a type of 
fundraising. Donors arrange for the 
organization to pick up an older car, 
and the nonprofit sends the car to an 
auction. In this scenario, the nonprofit 
turns the vehicle into cash to support 
its activities, and the donor is usually 

allowed to take a tax deduction. 
The Internal Revenue Service has 
recently changed its rules regarding 
the amount of the deduction allowed 
(generally the “blue book value” of the 
vehicle is not accepted.  Instead, the 
IRS wants donors to deduct the fair 
market value of the vehicle).

In Baptist Family’s case, we 
were able to match the vehicle with a 
family in need, thus putting an older 
(but lovingly maintained) minivan to 
immediate use. The donor could still 
claim a tax deduction, but the well-
running vehicle is being put to good 
use by a family in need. Already, the 
mother to whom the car was given 
has begun using it to travel to her 
new job and to shuttle her children 
safely around their community.

Safe and reliable transportation 
makes a substantial difference to 
the well-being of a family in crisis. It 
can be the key to the rebuilding of a 
family’s economic life and give them 
the opportunity to flourish after a 
new start. The mobility it creates 
allows access to jobs, to healthcare, 
and to growth and change. 

Baptist Family & Children's 
Services is located at 7175 Columbia 
Gateway Drive,Suite F, Columbia, 
MD 21046; (800) 621-8834; www.
baptistfamily.org.

Vehicle donations can be key to fighting poverty in Baltimore

By Keith Manuel
 
ALEXANDRIA, La. (BP)—A 

recent article in The New York Times 
discussed the difficulty facing some 
American-born Jews, now living in 
Israel, to prove the authenticity of 
their heritage. One young woman 
went with her fiancé to the Tel Aviv 
Rabbinate to register to marry. This 
governmental court asked her to 
prove she was Jewish.

If a court of law asked you to 
prove you were a Christian, how 
would you do it?

Some might answer, "I'm a 
member of a church." The court could 
rightly ask, "How difficult is it for a 
non-Christian to join a church?"

There are some churches so 
anxious for someone to join that after 
a "three minute drill" during the 
invitation, a person can be welcomed 
into full fellowship. They are voted in 

and everything!
If being a member of a church 

proves you are a Christian, then why 
are so few church members choosing 
to worship Christ regularly?

Others appearing before the 
court might answer, "I've been 
baptized." Really? If you've been 
around a Christian church for 
any length of time, you can pick 
up enough church lingo to answer 
the questions correctly. Is baptism 
proof of Christianity or merely proof 
you got wet? Unless one lives in a 
non-Christian culture, baptism can 
become a rite of passage instead of a 
radical declaration of a commitment 
to Christ.

Then there's the genetic answer, 
"My parents were Christians so I 
must be one." The Bible says you 
become a Christian through personal 
acceptance of the Gospel, not by your 
parents' acceptance of the Gospel.

So where is the proof? How 
could I prove to a court that I am a 
Christian? The Bible's criteria of proof 
are your love for God and your love for 
others.

Jesus said, "If you love me, 
keep my commands." A person 
once challenged Jesus to identify 
the greatest commandment. Jesus 
answered in summary fashion by 
saying love God and your neighbor.

The proof to the world of your 
Christianity is your unwavering 
love for God. Despite circumstances 
or trials, you love and trust God. 
When you don't see the "big picture," 
you trust God is guiding you to the 
glimmer of light at the end of an 
immense tunnel.

Your love for Jesus changes the 
Bible from a rulebook to a love letter. 
It turns worship from a noun into a 
verb, a day into a week.

When you surrender your life to 

Jesus, you begin to love others. You 
see the needs of others as more than 
physical and emotional, but spiritual. 
Then your love constrains you to meet 
that need.

An authentic walk with Christ 
allows you to look deep inside, to the 
Jesus in other people. Jesus said, 
"When you see someone hungry, 
thirsty or in need of clothes and you 
take care of the need, you take care of 
me."

If a court ever called on you to 
prove the authenticity of your faith, 
I think you should point the judge to 
the faithful hymn that says, "They 
will know we are Christians by our 
love, by our love. Yes, they'll know we 
are Christians by our love." 

Keith Manuel is an evangelism 
associate on the Louisiana Baptist 
Convention's evangelism church 
growth team.

Could you prove you’re a Christian?



By Sharon Mager
BCM/D Correspondent

RANDALLSTOWN, Md.—In 
an effort to be all things to all people, 
would the Apostle Paul, if he were 
here in the flesh today, be rapping 
with the hip-hop cats? 

Phil Jackson laughs and says 
probably not. 

“He’d be more like a hip hop 
intellectual. He would sit down and 
have conversations with people.” 
Jackson is the founder and pastor 
of “The House,” a hip-hop church in 
Chicago that draws over 500 young 
people twice a month.

Jackson was one of seven guests 
at a hip-hop summit sponsored by 
Colonial Church in partnership 
with Embrace Baltimore on April 18. 

Brendan Saunders, Colonial’s 
director of youth and young adult 
ministries, organized the summit in 
an effort to find new and innovative 
ways to be relevant in an effort to 
reach Baltimore’s youth. 

The conference began with a 
challenge from Jackson, who shared 
a brief history of hip hop, how it is 
impacting society and how churches 
are and aren’t reaching these young 
people. Hip-hop, Jackson explained, 
is who you are. Rap is what you do. 

Other panelists, all hip-hop 
artists, were: William Branch 
(aka “The Ambassador;” LaTasha 

Smith (aka. Sistah Dee); Jonathan 
Harris; LaVonne Smith (aka. Von 
Vargas) and David Robinson (aka. 
Fundamentals). Rob Steinbach also 
served as a panelist. Steinbach 
started a church in Baltimore in an 
African American community in 
an effort to reach youth and young 
adults, many involved in the hip-hop 
scene.

Panelists shared how they were 
drawn to the music. They laughed, 
as Saunders played an audio clip 
of RunDMC and did a little dance 
across the room with a big smile. 
Many of the panelists also started 
their hip-hop journeys listening to 
that group and other secular artists. 
When they found Christ, they all did 
a time of “detoxing” from secular rap, 
only to find a huge void in their lives. 

Harris said he’d walk into a 
music store and hear a song and be 
drawn, thinking, ‘well, it won’t hurt 
to buy one more!’ 

Then the young followers found 
Christian rap. In fact, many nodded 
to Branch, “The Ambassador,” saying 
it was the music through his Cross 
Movement group that opened their 
eyes to the possibilities. 

Branch, an internationally 
known Christian hip hop artist, said 
he started doing Christian rap when 
he found that the music began to be 
a vehicle for a variety of spiritual, 
though not Christian, philosophies. 

He’d find 12-year-olds making quick 
decisions to become Muslims after 
listening to a rap song that espoused 
Islamic views. 

Sistah Dee agreed, saying 
she began to hear subtle voodoo 
influences being interjected in the 
music.

Saunders said it’s interesting 
about the spiritual element because 
African Americans have traditionally 
been a spiritual people. Like the 
slaves singing the old spirituals 
years ago, street-smart teens and 
young adults have been using rap 
as a way of expressing themselves 
today. Rap has become today’s street 
version of the spirituals. 

Jackson pleaded with conference 
attendees not to pull back on trying 
to reach the hip-hop community. 

Rap music, he said, has been 
demonized by many. A lot of that, 
he said, is due to the rap industry, 
which is driven by money – what 
sells. 

 “Most of the rappers you see on 
TV don’t own that stuff,” Jackson 
said. “They’re going home to their 
families and kids and trying to make 
sense of life like everyone else.” 

Teens and young adults are 
looking for authenticity, Jackson 
said. Hip hoppers see “Churchianity” 
instead of Christianity. They’re 
seeing the works instead of the 
relationship. 

Kids are going to church, 
learning 25 Bible verses, then 
leaving and “getting their freak on!” 
Jackson said. 

Jackson told of ministering to 
kids on their way to or already in 
jail or dying of AIDS in the hospital. 
They weep and say why didn’t 
someone tell me before it was too 
late, Jackson said. “What will it take 
for you to be broken?” 
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Reaching the Hop-Hop culture - 

Ways churches can reach out to today’s hip hop culture, as suggested by panelists and audience: 
1 Open your pocketbooks and give youth programs the funds they need to send kids to teen conferences and other events that will help 

them grow.

2 Teach kids to minister to kids. Don’t leave it all up to adults.

3 Start mentoring kids at a young age.

4 Get outside of the church walls. You could start as simply as doing a prayer walk.

5 Follow-up at events. Don’t have events just for the sake for having an event. Use it to build relationships then use those relationships to 
plan events.

6 Provide ways for kids to express themselves. Offer art and music classes. If you’re in a hip-hop community offer D.J. classes. Find out 
what your community is into. They may be more interested in ballroom dancing. Don’t offer hip-hop related ministry just because it’s 
clever. Know your “hood.”

7 Parental involvement is crucial. Churches need to be involved in their children’s activities. Churches should include ministry events 
that incorporate the whole family.

Phil Jackson, founder and pastor of The House, a 
hip-hop church in Chicago

Are you down with it?
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2008 MD/DE Baptist Student Summer Missionaries2008 MD/DE Baptist Student Summer Missionaries
“How can they believe in the 
one whom they have not heard?  
And how can they hear without 
someone preaching to them?  
And how can they preach unless 
they are sent?  How beautiful are 
the feet of those who bring good 
news.” Romans 10:14-15 (NIV)

Through the Baptist 
Convention of Maryland/
Delaware Baptist Student 
Missions program these college 
students are going into all the 
world to share what Christ has 
done for them. We are all called to 
be missionaries – these students 
are called to go forth into the world 
this summer!

Will you pray for a summer 
missionary this summer?  Pray 
that God would use them to be His 
hands and feet. There are people 
throughout the world who are 
unaware God has a plan for their 
lives. These summer missionaries 
have been called to share the Good 
News of Christ with those who have 
not heard. 

Your BSM Summer 
Missionaries are sent to the 
mission field from Baptist Student 
Ministries on campuses across 
Maryland and Delaware. Funds for 
these missionaries are raised by the 
students of BSM, in cooperation 
with the Baptist Convention 
of Maryland/Delaware and the 
cooperative program gifts of 
BCM/D churches. 

Mark Bacolod
Anne Arundel Community College

Laura Grammar
University of Maryland, College Park

Paul Hogge
University of Delaware

Sean Martin
Anne Arundel Community College

Krista Nilson
University of Maryland, College Park

Vicki Reeping
University of Maryland, College Park

Sara Stafford
University of Maryland, College Park

SaraJean Wright
St. John’s College, Annapolis
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