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“What’s your name? I’m Don. They call me Pastor Don,” said Don Satterwhite as he met customer, Sylvester  Richards,  at the BP gas station near Middle 
River Church, where he serves. Along with Embrace Baltimore, the church offered a “Gas Buy-Down” to help community members save .50 per gallon 
(up to 5,000 gallons) that day. See story on page 5.  Photo by Shannon Baker



I was having 
breakfast 
recently with 

Drew Shofner, 
pastor of The 
Church at Severn 
Run in Arundel 
Association. Our 
conversation had 
gone where many 
“preacher conver-
sations” go. We 
were discussing 
the state of the 

church in our country and the pres-

sure being placed on church people 
by the culture in which we live. 

Out of the blue, Drew made a 
statement that has shaken my world. 
I do not recall the exact words, but 
here is the gist of what he said to me. 
“Wherever Jesus went, people flocked 
to him. They were so determined to 
get to Jesus that some traveled great 
distances and even showed up with-
out food. What we need to do is find a 
way to show Jesus to people and they 
will come to Him.” I really wish I 
could remember the exact words. He 
is so right!

I have had to ask myself the 
hard questions. Do I help people see 
Jesus, or are they having trouble 
seeing Jesus because of me? Because 
of the ministry and reputation of my 
church, do people see Jesus or do 
they misunderstand Him because 
the way we live and act and treat 
one another so contradicts the One 
we represent? Is our approach to 
church and ministry pointing people 
to Jesus or pointing people to me 
and you? Are we inviting people to 
accept His way or our way?

I know some heard Jesus and 

walked away. Some outright rejected 
Him without giving Him a proper 
hearing. Most of these were the reli-
gious folks. But those who genuinely 
encountered Jesus were never the 
same again.

I am going back to the drawing 
board and rethink my own life and 
ministry. I am going to seek more 
ways to let people know that Jesus 
is here. I will let you know where 
that journey leads. And by the way, I 
invite you to join me! 

Are we pointing people to Jesus or to you and me?

Bob Simpson
BCM/D Assoc. 

Executive Director, 
BaptistLIFE Editor

SBC annual meeting has themes of brokenness and revival

David Lee
BCM/D Executive 

Director
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Rick Hancock
BCM/D President 

and Pastor of 
Dunkirk Church

Have you 
ever been 
caught 

red-handed? You 
thought you were 
alone. You had no 
idea anyone would 
see what you were 
doing. No sooner 
had you started 
you’re caught in 
the act. You may 
have even shut the 
door or stepped 
into the garage 

for a little privacy, but that wasn’t 
enough to hide what you were do-
ing. Getting caught can be fright-
ening.

When I was growing up in 
Landover Hills, I had rules as to 

where I could ride my bike. The 
boundary was the stop sign at the 
corner of our community. Anything 
beyond the sign was off limits. The 
temptation for me was that the 
Giant Food and Peoples Drug store 
were both just around the corner. 
My mom was home. Who would 
ever know if I made a quick trip to 
the store for a soda and candy? Did 
I mention my mom was HOME? 
Well, she wasn’t. I raced through 
the parking lot on my red bike 
with great delight until my eyes 
locked onto her eyes. I was busted. 
I was caught in the act. That was 
the longest bike ride home.       

When was the last time you 
were caught? Who caught you? 
How did you explain yourself? 
Whoever it was probably thought 

something was wrong. Is he sleep-
ing? Is he ill? Why is he on the 
floor? Why is he folding his hands 
like that? He’s not praying, is he? 
This must be very serious if he is.

Paul wrote to the believers 
in Col. 4:2, “Devote yourselves 
to prayer, being watchful and 
thankful.”  When was the last 
time someone caught you praying? 
Have your children ever walked in 
on you praying? There are worse 
things to be devoted to you know?

Here are a few suggestions:
• Pray with your family 

not just for your family. Model 
prayer for your family. They need 
to catch you in the act.  

• Pray for the EMS crews 
whenever you hear the siren 
and see the flashing lights. 

Let them know you pray for them. 
They will be encouraged.

• When someone asks you 
to pray for them, do it right 
then and there. People will be 
amazed and encouraged by your 
devotion to them and God.

• The next time you’re at 
a restaurant pray for your 
server. Here’s what we do. Just 
after you place your order tell your 
server that you and your family 
are going to pray and give thanks 
for your food. Then ask, “How can 
we pray for you today?”  It’s that 
simple. 

• Ask your church leaders 
how you can pray for them. 
They will love you for it.

Devote yourselves to prayer.  
Don’t be afraid to get caught! 

Caught ya!

Last month’s 
annual 
meeting of 

Southern Bap-
tists in India-
napolis produced 
two overarching 
themes: broken-
ness and revival. 
Over and over we 
heard the need “to 
breakup the fallow 
ground,” “pray 
for a downpour of 

spiritual rain” and 
“repent and seek personal revival.”

Dr. Frank Page concluded his 
two-year term as President. He has 
done an excellent job leading us. 
This year he challenged us to resist 
the onslaught of decline as a denom-

ination. “We’ve been ignoring God’s 
call for repentance,” Page said. “We 
have been failing to be relevant to a 
culture that sees us as representa-
tives of death and not as representa-
tives of life. When the quickening 
power of the Holy Spirit comes on 
us, we do what we’ve always done; 
we avoid and we evade.”

This year Southern Baptists 
elected Johnny Hunt to be our new 
president. Hunt is the senior pas-
tor of First Church, Woodstock, Ga. 
At a press conference after being 
elected SBC president June 10 on 
the first ballot among six candi-
dates, Hunt announced the priori-
ties for his tenure as president of the 
Southern Baptist Convention are 
the same ones that have character-
ized his 32 years as a local church 

pastor: evangelism, discipleship and 
missions. “I want to see as many 
people as possible come to embrace 
Jesus Christ as personal Lord and 
Savior and then help as many people 
as possible become fully devoted 
followers of Jesus Christ and to see 
churches become personally involved 
in taking the gospel down the street 
and around the world.” 

 I say “amen” to that. We should 
commit to pray for Dr. Hunt. I read 
recently about an old-fashioned 
preacher who prayed the following 
prayer for one of his church leaders:

“Oh, Lord, give thy servant the 
eyes of the eagle and the wisdom of 
the owl. Connect his soul with the 
gospel telephone in the central skies. 
Illuminate his brow with the Son 
of heaven.  Possess his mind with 

love for the people. Turpentine his 
imagination. Grease his lips with 
possum oil.  Loosen his tongue with 
the sledgehammer of thy power. ‘Lec-
trify his brain with the lightening 
of the Word.  Put ‘petual motion on 
his arms.  Fill him plum full of the 
dynamite of thy glory. ‘Noint him all 
over with the kerosene oil of thy sal-
vation, and set him on fire with the 
unction of the Holy Spirit. Amen.”

I’m sure that Dr. Hunt would 
appreciate that prayer for him as he 
begins his journey as our president. 
We need to pray for each other. In 
spite of all the challenges that loom 
before us, there has never been a 
more strategic time for Southern 
Baptists to seek the favor and bless-
ing of God once again. 
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By Erin Roach

INDIANAPOLIS (BP)—The 
Southern Baptist Convention annual 
meeting will convene in Nashville, 
Tenn., in 2013 and 2019 and in Bal-
timore, Md., in 2014, according to 
recommendations approved by mes-
sengers June 10 in Indianapolis.

Convention manager R. Clark 
Logan Jr. said Nashville was rec-
ommended because Baptist history 
has been uniquely intertwined with 
the city from the early days of the 
Baptist Sunday School Board (now 
LifeWay Christian Resources).

“Our Southern Baptist family 
loves Nashville,” Logan told Baptist 
Press. “Our exhibitors and enti-
ties have told us of their love for 
Nashville – as well messengers. The 
2005 Nashville convention was the 
highest attended meeting in the last 
eight years.”

Morris H. Chapman, president 
of the Executive Committee, said, 
“Though the Southern Baptist Con-
vention is an intentionally decentral-
ized organization, Nashville is home 

to the Executive Committee and two 
of our entities, LifeWay Christian 
Resources and the Ethics & Reli-
gious Liberty Commission. When 
our convention last met in Nashville, 
our messengers and guests enjoyed 
the warm southern hospitality Nash-
ville is known for.”

Nashville is located within a 
650-mile radius of half of the U.S. 
population, and the city is in the 
midst of a residential, commercial 
and cultural growth spurt, city lead-
ers say. The Music City Center, a 
$600-million new convention venue 
and convention hotel, is scheduled to 
open in the fall of 2012.

“The city of Nashville has given 
us the opportunity to sign the first 
contract with the new convention 
center, and we would love to show our 
support to Southern Baptists’ home-
town by committing to two meeting 
dates and by signing the first con-
tract with Nashville,” Logan said. He 
added that the city showed its com-
mitment not only by giving favorable 
terms to the convention for 2013, but 
also by locking in the same financial 

considerations for 2019.
Nashville Mayor Karl Dean ex-

pressed enthusiasm for the messen-
gers’ vote to return to Tennessee.

“This decision by the Southern 
Baptist Convention validates the main 
reason we are building the Music City 
Center, that with more convention 
space Nashville will attract larger 
conventions and conventions that have 
previously been held here but have out-
grown our existing center,” Dean said.

Butch Spyridon, president of 
the Nashville Convention & Visitors 
Bureau, said, “It’s only fitting that 
a local organization be the first to 
commit to the new center. The SBC 
supported the city’s effort to build 
the arena and they came. They have 
supported the MCC and now they 
are coming back – twice. God bless 
the Southern Baptists.”

The convention planning team 
recommended Baltimore, Logan 
said, because they thought it had 
been too long since an annual meet-
ing was held in a city with a truly 
East Coast location.

“The city of Baltimore is very 
excited about the possibility of host-
ing, as they have rolled out the red 
carpet in their initial proposal,” 
Logan said. 

Logan noted a contingency plan 
for Nashville if work on the Music 
City Center might fall behind sched-
ule.

“The cities of Baltimore and 
Nashville have a great working rela-
tionship, and if for some reason the 
convention center in Nashville does 
not stay on schedule through 2010, 
Baltimore is holding dates for the 
SBC in 2013 and is willing to swap 
years with Nashville,” Logan said.

Following are locations and 
dates for upcoming annual meetings 
of the Southern Baptist Convention:

Louisville, Ky., June 23-24, 2009•	
Orlando, Fla., June 15-16, 2010•	
Phoenix, June 14-15, 2011•	
New Orleans, June 19-20, 2012•	
Nashville, Tenn., June 18-19, •	
2013
Baltimore, Md., June 10-11, •	
2014
Nashville, Tenn., June 18-19, •	
2019 

Erin Roach is a staff writer for 
Baptist Press.

SBC annual meeting to meet in Baltimore in 2014
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By Shannon Baker
BCM/D National Correspondent

JACKSON, Miss.—Eddie Jones 
still remembers the day he walked 
into the Jackson County Baptist As-
sociation office. 

Just that week, during one of his 
lunch breaks, a white man inter-
rupted the lunchtime Bible study he 
led with fellow African Americans at 
the Mississippi coast shipyard where 
he worked. 

“You should start a church,” the 
gentlemen had told him, suggest-
ing that Jones go to the local Baptist 
association for assistance, which he 
ultimately did.

“I’ve come to ask about start-
ing a church,” Jones had said, not 
quite sure of himself. Right away, the 
secretary jumped up and told him not 
to move. 

Noting the climate in which he 
lived, Jones remembered, “And when 
a white woman tells a black man to 
don’t move, you don’t move!”

Within minutes, out walked 
David Lee, then director of ministries 
at the association. Jones was shocked 
when he heard Lee’s welcome. 

“We’ve been praying for you,” 
he said, explaining that the Baptist 
association had been praying for God 
to send somebody to start an African 
American work in Mississippi.

In fact, in 1983, Jones did start a 
new work, Christ Temple Church in 
Moss Point, the first African Ameri-
can Southern Baptist congregation in 
Mississippi’s history. 

“David took me under his wing 
and didn’t give up on me. He was 

very patient,” Jones 
related. “He’s not 
going to let you 
fail.”

Even so, get-
ting the church 
started wasn’t easy, 
Jones shared. With 
segregation still 
fresh on every-
one’s minds, it was 
difficult to find a 
sponsoring church 
who would risk sup-
porting the African 
American church.

At the time, 
“blacks stayed 
on their side of 
the street, and the 
whites stayed on their side of the 
street,” Jones explained. “I decided 
to push forward. I guess I was young 
and didn’t know what danger meant. 
I just pushed for the resources. There 
were a lot of unknowns, but God just 
brought it to fruition.”

Eventually, Ingall’s Avenue 
Church, Pascagoula, sponsored the 
work, and First Church of Jackson, 
Miss., provided the much needed 
financing. With their help, the church 
grew to about 200 people in five years. 

During this time, Jones took ex-
tension center classes from LifeWay’s 
Seminary Extension program, taught 
at the Association by Lee, who served 
then as adjunct professor.

It wasn’t until June 11, 2008, 
when Lee was honored as distin-
guished alumnus of New Orleans 
Seminary, that Jones realized his 
mentor was studying himself. While 

assisting Jones 
in planting a 
new church, Lee 
was enrolled in 
the seminary’s 
doctoral program, 
ultimately earning 
a doctor of minis-
try degree in 1983.

“I had no idea 
that he was work-
ing on his D.Min. 
at the same time,” 
Jones said. “And 
he still had time 
for me!”

From there, 
Jones, now a New 

Orleans Seminary 
student, went on to 

start Victory Temple Church near the 
Mississippi River in the Delta town of 
Greenville, Miss. At the same time, 
he started Grace Temple Church in 
Gulfport, Miss.

In 1990, the North American 
Mission Board, SBC, awarded Jones 
as “Church Planter of the Year.” 

“I became a church planter and 
grew churches all because First 
Church, Jackson trusted me, and 
because David invested in me,” Jones 
said, explaining that after that black 
churches started popping up across 
Mississippi.

Jones eventually developed a 
partnership with Zimbabwe with the 
Mississippi Baptist Convention and 
became the first African American 
to serve as a trustee on the Christian 
Action Commission, a public policy 
ministry of the Mississippi Baptist 
Convention.

After his work in Mississippi, 
Jones went on to plant Southern 
Baptist churches with predominantly 
black congregations in Arkansas and 
Oklahoma, where he also served as 
a church-planting strategist for the 
Arkansas Baptist Convention and 
the Baptist General Convention of 
Oklahoma.

For the past six years, he’s served 
as pastor of New Bethel Church in 
Oklahoma City, which has grown 
from 35 to more than 200 members.

In recent days, Jones’ life has 
come full circle, and he will soon serve 
on the staff of First Church, Jack-
son. Jones will be campus pastor for 
First Church’s West Campus, a new 
church that aims to serve the city’s 
west Jackson neighborhood and better 
reach African Americans. The West 
Campus will join First Church’s other 
satellite church, First Church Jack-
son, Madison Campus, which opened 
last summer.

“Eddie paid the price to see that 
first African American congrega-
tion established. He is the hero of the 
story. Every predominantly African 
American church in Mississippi owes 
their existence in part to the founda-
tion that Eddie laid,” shared Lee. 
“Both of us give praise to God. We 
will always be connected at the heart 
as a result of what we shared together 
in that unique journey.”

Jones now encourages others as 
he was encouraged, “Get a plan and 
stay with it. Don’t let minor setbacks 
stop you, because if you stay there, 
you will eventually be successful. Just 
don’t give up.” 

Eddie Jones credits David Lee for his start in church planting

By Gary D. Myers

INDIANAPOLIS (BP)—New 
Orleans Baptist Theological Semi-
nary (NOBTS) honored David Lee, 
executive director of the Baptist 
Convention of Maryland/Delaware, 
with a distinguished alumnus 
award during the seminary’s alumni 
and friends reunion in Indianapolis 
on June 11. This award is given in 
appreciation for faithful commit-
ment in the service to the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

Lee earned the master of divin-
ity degree in 1980, and the doctor 

of ministry degree in 1983 from 
New Orleans Seminary. During his 
30 years of ministry, Lee pastored 
churches in Mississippi before be-
ing called to Faith Church in Glen 
Burnie, Md., in 1988. He led that 
congregation until 1994, when he 
became the executive director for 
the Baptist Convention of Maryland/
Delaware.

NOBTS President Chuck Kel-
ley said Southern Baptists are best 
served by state and national leaders 
who have been local church pastors. 
Men like David Lee bring a passion 
for the church to the role of state 

executive, he said.
“God has given me more oppor-

tunities than I deserve,” Lee said. 
“I have lived a blessed life. You have 
honored me today and I appreciate 
that, but I certainly share the award 
with those who have shaped and 
molded me.”

He added, “I just say thank 
you to Jesus Christ – because of 
Him our lives have been changed 
forever.”

Joe Cothen, NOBTS professor 
emeritus, and Kim Hall, pastor of 
Hunter’s Glen Church in Plano, 
Texas, were also honored. 

Lee honored as distinguished alumnus of NOBTS

James Nichols, pastor of Faith, Glen Burnie, 
Md., congratulates David Lee, BCM/D executive 
director.

Eddie Jones and David Lee



By Shannon Baker
BCM/D National Correspondent

MIDDLE RIVER, Md.—With 
gas prices hovering over $4 per 
gallon, Middle River Church Pastor 
Don Satterwhite saw the perfect 
opportunity to make a difference in 
his community.

On June 2, he and his Bal-
timore County church, with the 
assistance of Embrace Baltimore, 
sponsored a “Gas Buy-Down” at a 
local BP gas station within walking 
distance of the church. 

Middle River paid 50 cents for 
every gallon of gas (up to 5,000 
gallons) in an effort to reach com-
munity members with the love of 
Jesus Christ. Approximately 200 
customers took advantage of the 
cost savings.

Customers also received hands-
on ministry from volunteers from 
Henley Enterprises, Inc., an in-
dependent licensee of Valvoline 
Instant Oil Change Franchising, 
and youth group members from Due 
West United Methodist Church in 
Marietta, Ga.

Andy Gilliland, general man-
ager for Henley Enterprises, Inc., 
knew that the gas buy-down would 
be the perfect opportunity to serve. 
A deacon and the chairman of the 
personnel committee at Middle 
River Church, he and three other 
Valvoline managers checked the 
fluid levels and tire pressure in 
customers’ cars.

Chris Jahn, also a member of 
Middle River Church, said it was 
great to give back to the communi-
ty. “Hopefully, we will bring people 
to Christ. That is the ultimate 
destination,” he said.

Mandy Allen, who along with 
her husband led the Due West 
Church youth group, thought the 
outreach event was successful. Be-
fore the pumps were even opened, 
the teenagers picked up several 
bags of trash throughout the area, 
she said. During the event, they 
offered free donuts and coffee, 
washed car windshields and direct-
ed drivers to the pumps.

Teenager Betsy Swanson en-
couraged the drivers, “Thanks for 
coming! Jesus loves you!”

The teens also extended in-

vitations to a cookout and 
a concert to be held later 
that week at Middle River 
Church.

At 11 a.m., customer 
Sylvester Richards finally 
made it to the pump. He was 
number seven in line, waiting 
since 7:30 a.m. to take advan-
tage of the subsidized gas. 

“I can’t believe it... all 
the extras, too,” he said. “You 
can see Christ in this congre-
gation. I’ve never been more 
impressed with a group of 
people in my life.”

Several news outlets 
reported on the ministry, 
including local news stations, 
WBAL-TV (NBC), WJZ-TV 
(CBS), WBFF-TV Fox 45, 
WMAR-TV (ABC), the Bal-
timore Sun and WRBS 95.1 
F.M. As volunteers pumped 
gas, two news helicopters 
captured footage of the grow-
ing line of cars waiting for 
their turn at the pump.

Marveling at the crowd, 
Satterwhite expressed his hope that 
the community would be impacted 
by the effort. He believes that it 

touched a real felt need.
Darnell Ranson, director of 

community impact for Embrace 

Baltimore, agreed.
 “This is exactly what 

we were hoping for— the 
church is being relevant to 
the community,” Ranson 
said. 

“Meeting people’s needs 
in this way speaks volumes 
to the community. It affects 
everybody in the spec-
trum—all races, ages, job 
levels—from the BMW to 
the pick-up truck. It makes 
a big difference!”

Ranson couldn’t con-
tain his excitement. “I am 
excited! We need more 
churches who are willing 
to do creative things like 
this... not just preaching 
the Gospel, but putting 
their faith in action!” 

For more ideas on 
how to put your faith in 
action, contact Darnell 

Ranson at Embrace 
Baltimore at dranson@
embracebaltimore.com, 

(410) 258-4435 or online at www.
embracebaltimore.com.

Church eases pain of high gas prices through a ‘Gas Buy-Down’

Kaley Krafka, a student from Due West United Methodist Church in 
Marietta, Ga., helped direct gas customers to the pump during Middle 
River Church’s “Gas Buy-Down” on June 2. Middle River paid 50 cents for 
every gallon of gas (up to 5,000 gallons) in an effort to reach community 
members with the love of Jesus Christ. Photo by Shannon Baker
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LATEST BCMD.E-QUIP.NET TRAINING RESOURCES AVAILABLE
MOST RECENT ADDITIONS

•  Encouragement for Pastors
•  You’re a Leader, Now What?
• Intentional Living
•  The Cooperative Program
•  Breaking the 35-50 Attendance 

Barrier
•  Breaking the 100-125 Attendance 

Barrier
•  Breaking the 200 Attendance 

Barrier
•  VBS Intro into Worship Rally 2008
•  The Gospel and Hip Hop

ONGOING SUBJECTS:

Church Planting
Mentoring
Ministry to Children
Music and Worship
Pastors/Pastoral 
Staff
Sharing Christ
Single Adults
Small Groups
Technology
WMU Resources



BCM/D 
July & August Events

July
29-July 4 Centrifuge Plus Week 3, 
Skycroft, (800-536-6759)

7-11 CentriKid Week 1, Skycroft, 
(800-536-6759)

11-12 Mother/Daughter Camp, Camp 
Wo-Me-To, (ext. 231)

11-12 Skycroft Horizons 2008, 
Skycroft (ext. 208)

13-18 Girls’ Camp, Camp Wo-Me-To , 
(ext. 231)

14-18 CentriKid Week 2, Skycroft, 
(800-536-6759)

20-25 YPAC (Youth Performing and 
Visual Arts Camp), Washington Bible 
College, (ext. 253)

21-25 CentriKid Week 3, Skycroft, 
(800-536-6759)

28-Aug 1 CentriKid/Crosspoint, 
Skycroft, (800-536-6759)

August
28-Aug 1 Crosspoint, Skycroft, 
(800-536-6759)

7-10 Boys’ Camp, Camp Wo-Me-To, 
(ext. 215)

For detailed information, 
go to www.bcmd.org/calendar or 
call 1-800-466-5290 and dial the 

extension listed.
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By Sharon Mager
BCM/D Correspondent

 
ROCKVILLE, Md.—Jeff 

Slaughter’s name may not be a 
household word, but Vacation Bible 
School (VBS) workers and students 
know him well. He’s the guy with 
the big smile on the VBS training 
videos who cheerfully teaches the 
music and motions, which he’s writ-
ten, with some 
laughs along the 
way, all glorifying 
God in a kid-
friendly venue. He 
is the unofficial 
voice of VBS. 

Slaughter 
brought his down 
home country laid 
back personality 
and his upbeat 
music to First 
Church, Rock-
ville, in May, 
the first concert 
he’s ever done in 
Maryland, which 
he performed with 
The Durbins, a 
music group from 
Kentucky and 
friends of Slaugh-
ter. Fifty kids laughed, sang and 
followed Slaughter’s movements as 
he sang familiar VBS favorites and 
even gave them a sneak sample of 
this year’s music. 

“He does an excellent job of com-
municating with the kids,” Kevin 
Crawley, FBC Rockville’s children’s 
minister said. Slaughter mingled 
with the kids, talking to them try-
ing to get an idea of the mix of kids 
– those saved and those not. 

Slaughter grew up in Mississip-
pi and walked up the aisle to accept 
Christ when he was seven years old. 
Though some thought Slaughter was 
too young, he said he knew he was 
ready. 

“He had plans for me and I was 
ready to get on with them,” he said. 

The young Slaughter enjoyed 
music. He learned to play the piano 
and sang at his church, camps and 
youth meetings as he was growing 
up. He went to Mississippi State 
University, traveled with a band and 
eventually transferred to Belmont 

University in Nashville where he 
began writing songs for a variety of 
publishers while teaching piano and 
giving voice lessons. 

In the 1980’s Slaughter led wor-
ship for kids’ camps. Through the 
years, he submitted music to Life-
Way but it wasn’t until 1997 they 
invited him to write VBS music. 
That’s when he wrote music for the 
“Good News Stampede.”

That was also the year LifeWay 
redesigned their VBS curriculum. 
Alyssa Goins, a project leader for 
LifeWay’s worship department, 
acknowledged that the combination 
of the redesign and Slaughter’s new 
music transformed VBS, bringing a 
new contemporary excitement.

Slaughter’s songs were different 
from LifeWay’s usual VBS music. 
For one thing, they were longer and 
LifeWay leaders were worried the 
kids wouldn’t be able to learn them, 
but Slaughter said that kids would 
memorize them if they liked them. 
LifeWay took the plunge and the 
kids indeed liked the music and had 
no problems memorizing the lyrics. 

This year’s “Outrigger Island” 
is the 12th consecutive VBS that 
Slaughter has written the music for. 
The ”Wiki Wiki” song is sure to be 
a hit. It’s the annual “ABC” song 
designed to teach kids he abc’s of 
becoming a Christian. 

Slaughter laughed when he 
said he just used “Wiki” because 

it sounded good. He didn’t realize 
that it meant “quickly.” So he was 
singing “quickly, quickly admit that 
you’re a sinner”…it was a God thing, 
he acknowledged. That happens a 
lot, he said.   

Now Slaughter has been work-
ing on preparing the videos for the 
2009 VBS. He recently went to 
Israel for the filming of the annual 
ballad, which will be in front of the 

tomb of Jesus 
and other lo-
cations in the 
Holy City. 

 “I’ve 
wanted to go 
to Israel for-
ever,” he said. 
“To shoot a 
video with a 
song I wrote 
about salva-
tion will be so 
amazing.”

Slaugh-
ter said he’ll 
be saying, 
“It all comes 
back to right 
here … It all 
comes back to 
Jesus!”

2009’s 
theme is “Boomerang Express” and 
it’s set in Australia. Slaughter and 
his team went to Sydney and then 
the outback for the shoot. It was 
pouring down rain the only day they 
had to film in Sydney. They had 
flights to catch later that afternoon 
and were on a tight schedule. 

 “I started praying, ‘Lord, You 
have authority over the wind and 
rain and You told us that we have 
the same authority if we have faith 
and pray in the power of Your name 
so in Your name I command this 
rain to cease!’ All the way to the 
location it was pouring. As soon as 
we drove in to the parking lot the 
clouds parted, the sun came out and 
we were able to do exactly what we 
needed to get done. The minute we 
packed up, the clouds came back in 
and the downpour started up again.”

That scenario repeated itself 
later in the day when they went 
to the second location to film near 
the Opera House. By that time the 
whole crew was praying for God to 

stop the rain and He did once again. 
Kids love and respond to Slaugh-

ter and he loves them. 
“If I respect them and who they 

are and treat them like they’re 
valuable and not a nuisance, they’ll 
respond to that.

“I love getting to be a part of 
training this generation the ways 
of the Lord and how to worship,” 
Slaughter said. “I want to pass on 
passion, helping them to believe the 
coolest thing you get to do is worship 
the Lord!” 

Jeff Slaughter - the voice of Vacation Bible School
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By Sharon Mager
BCM/D Correspondent

COLUMBIA, Md.—Maryland/
Delaware Hispanic pastors will be 
the first ever to sample SBC’s “It’s 
a New Day for Financial Freedom” 
conference taught in Spanish. The 
conference is from 8:30 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m. at the Baptist Mission 
Resource Center on Aug. 2. 

“This is our first foray into lan-
guage churches. We’re really excited 
at what we’re going to 
do in Maryland,” said 
Ashley Clayton, SBC 
Executive Committee‘s 
associate vice presi-
dent for stewardship

New Day is a 
result of the SBC 
initiative in 2006 to 
promote stewardship, 
beginning with leader-
ship. Using biblically 
based material from 
Crown Financial, 
translated to Span-
ish, the conference 
is designed to help 
pastors, stewardship 
directors and other lay 
leaders get out of debt 
then go back to their 
churches and work to 
help their members 
find financial freedom 
in Christ. The next 
step is to take it to the 
community. 

“Early on in the 
initiative, we found 
that the conditions 
inside the church are 
not any different than 
outside. Southern 
Baptists are in debt. 
The average Ameri-
can spends $1.26 for every $1 they 
make,” Ashley Clayton said. 

“Frankly, we’re finding pastors 
are not immune to debt problems 
either. We suspect that’s one reason 
churches are silent. It might be that 
the pastors are struggling with this 
issue as well.”

Clayton said it’s a sensitive issue 
for pastors and church members. 
They want to tithe and be faithful 
stewards, but they’re in financial 
bondage. 

“In this one day conference, 
we engage pastors in a personal 
journey so that when they go back 
to the church they can be catalysts 
for change. The pastor can say ‘My 
wife and I are about to embark on a 
journey of financial freedom and we 
hope you’ll join us.’”

The conference cov-
ers biblical principals 
on finance and budget-
ing along with very 
practical, doable advice 
to get out of debt. Par-
ticipants also get lots 
of take-home resources 
including a four-week 
emphasis kit that has 
sermon outlines and 
Sunday school mate-
rial. Clayton hopes that 
churches will be excited 
by the material and 
want to go further by 
hosting a one day con-
ference led by a Crown 
Financial Represen-
tative, or a ten-week 
ongoing study. 

BCM/D and 
Embrace Baltimore 
partnered to host a 
conference in April and 
30 BCM/D pastors at-
tended.  

“Ultimately for 
believers, for Southern 
Baptists, it’s a Lordship 
issue,” Clayton said. 
“When you get down to 
it either the Lord owns 
it all or he doesn’t.” 

The cost of the 
conference is $20 and includes lunch 
and all of the materials. For more 
information and to register see the 
website: http://www.sbc.net/new-
day/events or call Rolando Castro, 
BCM/D missionary for church 
planting and language churches, 
1-800-466-5290, ext. 221. 

BCM/D hosts first ever Hispanic 
‘It’s A New Day’ Financial 
Freedom Conference

Por Sharon Mager
Corresponsal de BCM/D 

COLUMBIA, Md.— Los 
pastores hispanos de Maryland/
Delaware serán los primeros en 
disfrutar la Conferencia de SBC “Es 
Un Nuevo Día para la Libertad Fi-
nanciera”, enseñada en español. La 
Conferencia es el 2 de Agosto de 
8:30 a.m. a 3:30 p.m. en el edifi-
cio de BCM/D. 

“Esta es nuestra primera in-
cursión con las iglesias de lenguaje. 
Estamos realmente emocionados de 
lo que vamos a hacer en Maryland”,  
dijo Ashley Clayton, Vicepresidente 
Asociado para Mayordomía de SBC. 

Nuevo Día es el resultado de 
una iniciativa de SBC en el año 
2006 para promover mayordomía, 
empezando por el lider-
azgo. Usando mate-
riales de Ministerios 
Financieros Crown, 
basados en la biblia y 
traducidos al español, 
la conferencia está des-
ignada para ayudar a 
los pastores, directores 
de mayordomía y otros 
líderes laicos a salir 
de deudas y, entonces, 
regresar a sus iglesias 
y ayudar a sus miembros a encon-
trar libertad financiera en Cristo. 
El siguiente paso es llevarlo a la 
comunidad. 

“Al inicio de la iniciativa, encon-
tramos que las condiciones dentro 
de la iglesia no eran muy diferentes 
a las de afuera. Los Bautistas del 
Sur están endeudados. El gasto de 
un Americano promedio es de $1.26 
por cada $1 que gana,” dijo Ashley 
Clayton. 

“Francamente hemos encontrado 
que los pastores no son inmunes a 
los problemas de deudas tampoco. 
Sospechamos que esa es una de 
las razones por las que las iglesias 
guardan silencio. Puede ser que los 
pastores están luchando con este 
asunto también.”

Clayton dijo que este es un tema 

sensible para pastores y miembros 
de iglesias. Ellos desean diezmar 
y ser administradores fieles, pero 
están en esclavitud financiera. 

“En esta conferencia de un 
día llevamos a los pastores en una 
jornada personal de manera que 
cuando regresen a sus iglesias 
puedan ser catalíticos para el cam-
bio. El pastor puede decir ‘Mi esposa 
y yo estamos juntos en una jornada 
de libertad financiera y esperamos 
que todos ustedes se nos unan” 

La conferencia cubre principios 
bíblicos en finanzas y presupuestos 
junto con consejos muy prácticos y 
fáciles de hacer para salir de deu-
das. Los participantes tendrán tam-
bién muchos recursos para llevar,  
incluido un set de cuatro semanas 
de énfasis que tiene material para 

sermones y escuela 
dominical. Clayton 
espera que las iglesias 
se entusiasmen con 
el material y deseen 
ir un paso adelante 
organizando su propia 
conferencia liderada 
por un representante 
de Ministerios Finan-
cieros Crown, o con un 
estudio de diez sema-
nas consecutivas. 

BCM/D y Embrace Baltimore 
se asociaron para tener una confer-
encia en inglés en Abril pasado y 30 
pastores de la Convención estuvi-
eron presentes.  

“En última instancia para los 
creyentes, para nosotros como Bau-
tistas del Sur, este es un asunto de 
Señorío,” dijo Clayton. “Cuando se 
trata de esto o el Señor es el dueño 
de todo o no lo es.” 

El costro de la conferencia es de 
$20 e incluye almuerzo y todos los 
materiales. Para mas información 
e inscripción vaya al siguiente 
sitio en la red: http://www.sbc.net/
newday/events o llame a Rolando 
Castro, Misionero para Plantación 
de Iglesias Hispanas e Iglesias de 
Lenguaje de BCM/D al teléfono 
1-800-466-5290, ext. 221. 

BCM/D es anfitriona de la Prim-
era Conferencia en español  ‘Es 
Un Nuevo Día’ para la Libertad 
Financiera 



 

WATCH TOUCHING LIVES!
with DR. JAMES MERRITT

Sundays at 8:30am EST over
The Trinity Broadcasting Network 

(DIRECT TV Ch. 372)
Sundays at 8:30pm EST over

The Church Channel 
(DIRECT TV Ch. 371)

(Consult local cable affiliates in your area 
for channel allocations)

Hope and Encouragement for Life!

Dr. James Merritt is the Senior Pastor of Cross 
Pointe, The Church at Gwinnett Center in Duluth, 
Ga. His uncompromising preaching and leadership 
have brought phenomenal growth to the church where 
thousands attend each week. He is a past-president 
of the Southern Baptist Convention and is a noted 
author and speaker. He and his wife Teresa have been 
married for thirty years and have three sons; James, Jr., 
Jonathan and Joshua. The Merritts reside in Dacula, 
Ga. 

Dr. Merritt is the speaker for Touching Lives which 
reaches millions around the world every week. His 
ability to apply Biblical principles to the problems and 
concerns of everyday life has made Touching Lives one 
of the most popular and respected broadcast ministries 
across the nation and around the world.

Page 8 Your church... June 2008

By Tim Durkin
Baptist Family & Children’s 

Services

Sometimes helping a family 
climb out of poverty is com-
plicated. Sometimes it is not. 

This summer, Baptist churches in 
Maryland/Delaware will have the 
chance to make a profound and 
profoundly easy impact on the life of 
a child in need. By collecting school 
supplies that we can collaboratively 
distribute to young students in Bal-
timore, Wilmington, Salisbury and 
elsewhere we can continue to foster 
a generation of scholars.

Through Baptist Family’s in-
volvement with individual Baltimore 
City public schools, we have experi-
enced firsthand the effect that pov-
erty can have on a young learner’s 
life. Many students arrive at school 
with none of the basic tools of learn-
ing: no pencils or pens, no rulers or 
notebooks. Teachers, principals and 
other school staff try to help the best 
they can with limited resources, 
but the need is often overwhelming. 
Some schools try to stock a cart or 
maybe a closet with supplies to help 
kids in emergencies, but the inven-
tory they hoped would last an entire 
year can be used up in a matter of 
weeks.

As a country, we need every 
student to succeed in school. The 

poverty that many 
children experience 
today will become 
our own poverty 
in years to come. 
Unless we step 
into the breach 
and act to guar-
antee a complete 
education for kids, 
one which opens 
doors and creates 
opportunity, we 
will all feel the 
effects. Unless we 
do something now, 
our own future 
looks less bright, 
as the country may 
have fewer highly-
skilled workers 
and professionals. 
We must help these 
children if we are 
to keep our country a great example 
of leadership, inventiveness and op-
portunity.  

Interestingly, giving impover-
ished students the basic means to 
attain an education helps non-poor 
students as well. A University of 
Maryland report on public schooling 
in the Baltimore region states, “As 
socioeconomic status goes down, so 
do test scores and other indicators 
of student performance. Less widely 
known is the finding that the level 

of poverty schoolwide 
also has an effect on 
an individual stu-
dent’s achievement 
– whether or not that 
student is in poverty. 
Research shows that 
test scores of all 
students, both poor 
and non-poor, decline 
as they are in schools 
with increasing num-
bers of fellow students 
in poverty.”

So increasing the 
means of children at 
the low end of the eco-
nomic spectrum has 
significant benefits 
for their classmates 
who do not need mate-
rial help. This is the 
kind of added benefit 
that can change an 

entire school and its surrounding 
community. Lifting up our neighbors 
in need has a direct and measurable 
impact on our lives, too.

This lifting up can be as simple 
as providing a poor child with a 
backpack bursting at the zippers 
with the tools they need to learn. 
For many years now, Baptist Family 
has coordinated a successful school 
supply drive to do just that. Thanks 
to the generosity of thousands of 
donors over the years, we have been 

able to serve many thousands of 
children.

In 2007, Baptist Family and 
partner churches in Baltimore and 
the “Delmarva” peninsula served 
more than 1,500 children. “Supply” 
churches from Rockville to Reho-
beth collected materials and passed 
them on to us. Baptist Family staff 
took inventory, sorted and packaged 
supplies for distribution. “Store” 
churches publicized distribution 
events to their local communities 
and organized activities around the 
distribution that introduced fami-
lies in need to their local church. In 
2007 we served 1,106 children. We 
would like to significantly increase 
that number this year.  

That increase depends on the 
generosity of caring Baptists in 
Maryland/Delaware. If your church 
would like to help make our schools, 
community and country stronger, 
please get in touch with Cindy Yost 
to learn about the kinds of supplies 
we most need, and for materials that 
can get your church excited about 
and involved with this important 
project. You can reach Cindy at 
(800) 621-8834, ext. 120.

The simple act of supplying a 
child for school can have complex 
and greatly beneficial effects. Please 
consider standing with us as we 
work to supply the next great gen-
eration of scholars. 

Back to basics and back to school: 
Baptists can build America’s next generation
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By Sharon Mager
BCM/D Correspondent

COLUMBIA, Md.—The two 
girls smile shyly. Brianne (who likes 
to be called “Bree”) is 10 years old 
and Alysha is 12. Alysha says she 
wants to be a fashion designer. 

“I want to be a doctor, or maybe 
a lawyer,” Bree says as she climbs 
over a tree stump.   

“I thought you wanted to be a 
fire fighter,” Alysha responds. Bree 
hasn’t made her mind up. She’s still 
considering. In fact, she hasn’t ruled 
out the thought of being a teacher.  

 The girls have been through 
some serious struggles but they’ve 
got a special connection with some-
one who truly cares for them. Re-
becca Canfield, a member of Colum-
bia Fellowship Church (CBF), is the 
girls’ mentor, but more importantly, 
she’s their friend. 

Canfield projects a gentle spirit 
and quiet faith. She shares Jesus 
with her charges through small 
simple acts – putting a Bible in each 
of their Easter baskets and taking 
them to church dinners. Most impor-
tantly, Canfield is sharing Jesus by 
showing the girls love. 

When Alysha said she wanted 
to be a designer, Canfield borrowed 
a sewing machine and took her to a 
fabric store where they chose pat-
terns and material. 

 “She sewed a big fluffy scarf 
and is in the middle of doing a pil-
lowcase,” Canfield says, proud of the 
young promising designer. 

Canfield even asked a seam-
stress friend from church to meet 
with the girls and share how math 
is used in sewing. 

“Rebecca is truly one of the 
saints,” Debbie McCustion-Kahl, 
associate pastor, says. “She lives out 
what she believes. She doesn’t just 
take them places, she brings them 
to dinners at our church, sits with 
them and helps them with their 
manners and teaches them how to 
talk. 

Canfield began mentoring in 
2003. She got the idea four years 
earlier, but her mom had a stroke 
and Canfield took care of her. When 
her mom died in 2003, Canfield 
eventually returned to the idea of 
mentoring she had tucked away 

years earlier. 
She had a certain young boy in 

mind. He had socialization issues 
and was doing poorly in school. Can-

field approached the boy’s grand-
mother, who was taking care of him. 
The grandmother liked the idea so 
Canfield began visiting their home 
to work with the child.

“We made dioramas, or other 
crafts, or worked on Legos or electri-
cal stuff. I tried to encourage his in-
terests in mechanical and electrical 
things and eventually helped him go 
to a gaming camp at the University 
of MD in College Park, during the 
summer one year. He also became 
interested in working with the pup-
pets at CBF, so I started taking him 
there to get him involved.” 

Canfield worked with the boy for 
18 months until he and his grand-
mother moved to Michigan. They 
still keep in touch. 

“I was still interested in men-
toring, and a new family/child 
was placed on my heart,” Canfield 
recalls.  

That’s when she began working 
with Alysha and Brianne, In addi-
tion to taking them to church din-
ners, Canfield takes them to swim-
ming lessons and to the library. 
They watch movies together, work 
on the computer, play board games, 
read and sew. 

Canfield shares her faith gently. 
“I talk about God and Jesus loving 
them. I get Christian books for them 

to read and for their sisters. They 
seldom want to talk about God but 
have occasionally asked questions 
so I try to take advantage of those 

times. We have talked about Cre-
ation, Jesus’ birth and death.

Mentoring has given Canfield 
an opportunity to be a friend to the 
girls that she wished she had when 
she was younger.

“When I remember the people 
who had some sort of impact on me, 
it was the people who spent time 
with me, got to know what I was 
interested in, and who treated me 
like a human being and not just like 
a child.”

Canfield encourages others to 
try mentoring. Since she began, 
several other members of CBF have 
started mentoring through Assist-
ing Our Kids. Neighborhood schools 
could also be contacted to see if 
there is a program in place in which 
to participate. 

“I am more and more convinced 
of the importance of modeling in 
teaching children things, since I am 
trying to show them other ways of 
thinking about the world and them-
selves.

“…Jesus did a great deal of his 
teaching through modeling,” she 
says. 

Modeling Christ’s love through mentoring

Rebecca Canfield is a mentor and a friend to Alysha and Brianne at Columbia Fellowhip in Columbia, Md.



Page 10 Your church... July 2008

By Norm Miller

BERLIN, Md. (BP)—”Our first 
year, we grew like wildfire,” said 
Daryl McCready, pastor of SonRise 
Church in Berlin, Md., near the 
Ocean City resort area.

God was answering prayer.
McCready and 14 others began 

praying in January 2002 that God 
would give them a passion for the 
non-Christians in their community. 
In the ensuing six years, nearly 
260 people have made professions of 
faith in Christ.

The church exploded in member-
ship to 170 people, with 75 percent 
of the growth resulting from un-
churched people becoming Chris-
tians.

“It was nearly all conversion 
growth,” McCready said. “And it’s 
because our church plant team 
prayed for 10 months that God 
would burden us for people who don’t 
know Christ.”

Believing that “evangelism is 
more caught that taught,” McCready 
is an advocate of relationship evan-
gelism: “When you’re transformed 
by an omnipotent God, it stirs your 
soul. You’ve got to tell somebody. It’s 
just natural.”

For new believers at SonRise, 
those somebodies include neighbors, 
friends and relatives.

“The converts we’d prayed about 
for 10 months were coming to Christ 
and experiencing something they’d 
never experienced before. And they 
couldn’t be silent about it,” Mc-
Cready said, recounting that one 
couple’s newfound faith subsequently 
helped stir 17 relatives to Christ.

“Evangelism is why we exist. 
That, and for the glory of God,” 
McCready said. “It’s to God’s glory 
when lost people understand His 
love for them and why He created 
them.

“If God didn’t intend for us to 
be about His Great Commission and 
sharing the Gospel, then I believe 
He would just take us home,” the 
pastor added. “We’ll have an eter-
nity to praise and worship God. 
But evangelism is why we’re on the 
earth. We’re to be beaming lights of 
witness for His greatness.”

Among the ways SonRise 
embraces relationship evangelism 

are its “Taste and See” events to 
which members invite unchurched 
people to gatherings where the main 
agenda is to “have fun,” McCready 
said.

These include a Valentine’s ban-
quet complete with a catered meal 
of shrimp, prime rib and crab dip as 
well as entertainment; summertime 
barbeques; and a fall festival as an 
alternative to Halloween at which 
hot dogs and chili are served and 
drawings are held for free prizes 
such as video game systems.

“Sometimes, unchurched people 
need to see that we’re not aliens, 
and that we have something they 
don’t – and that’s peace,” McCready 
said. “People are drawn to that. 
They ask, ‘Why are you like that?’”

Noting that SonRise members 
spare no expense when attempting 
to reach others with the kindness 
of Christ, McCready said, “One of 
our core values is that we never put 
our hand out to the community. We 
never ask them for anything. All 
our events are free as we just try to 
befriend people.”

Classifying itself as a “café 
church,” SonRise offers a free 
continental breakfast on Sundays. 
According to the church’s website, 
SonRise’s worship services “are 
casual and upbeat. We have a live 
band and worship with music like 
you hear on the radio. Pastor Daryl 
preaches using humor, media and 
the arts to illustrate what the Bible 
has to say about current issues and 
how to apply it to our lives today.”

That approach, infused with 
evangelism, attracts about 300 
people total to SonRise’s two Sunday 
meetings.

The commitment to evangelism 
so pervades SonRise that it has 
planted two other churches. The 
first, called The Gathering Tree, 
about 15 miles from SonRise, was 
launched in October 2006 with 
about 35 SonRise members. It has 
grown to 100 in average attendance. 
The second church plant, which 
ministers to Hispanic people, began 
last May and now averages 60 in 
attendance.

“We are passionate about church 
planting because we believe it is one 
of the most effective means of evan-
gelism,” McCready said. “Church 

plants are more flexible 
and are focused on who 
is not there yet – unlike 
many existing churches 
that are focused more on 
who is already there and 
what they like.”

McCready suspects 
that churches which 
aren’t passionate about 
evangelism “seem to 
fizzle because they forget the place 
where God found them.”

“We tend to forget that we were 
wretched sinners and that our lives 
stunk before Jesus came and made 
the difference,” he said. “We get too 
comfortable in the blessings of God. 
This is why I always tell our people, 
‘Remember where you came from.’”

SonRise Church leader Andy 
Brown got a stark reminder of where 
he came from when he saw an oily 
haired man with a scraggly beard 
on the side of the road holding a sign 
saying, “Will work for food.”

Brown said he had passed the 
man earlier in the day and wanted 
to stop, but traffic was too bad. 
Later, while running an errand 
and seeing the man again, Brown 
stopped and offered the man some 
food.

Himself a former street per-
son, Brown had lost his family, job, 
home, everything to alcoholism. 
So Brown wasn’t intimidated by 
the skull-and-crossbones “doo rag” 
bandana the wannabe biker wore. 
He welcomed the man into his truck, 
offered him the food and a place to 
stay in Brown’s own home.

Brown didn’t say much about his 
faith or church until the weekend, 
when he told the man, named Paul, 
“Around here, we go to church on 
Sunday.”

Paul told Brown that he and 
God had made a deal many years 
ago in which Paul told God: “I won’t 
go to Your house, and You don’t 
come to mine.” Paul also expressed 
disapproval of churches where 
members frown on visitors who don’t 
dress like church people.

Brown told Paul that the deal he 
made was one-sided, and that God 
would never agree to such. Nonethe-
less, Brown didn’t pressure Paul 
about church attendance.

Meanwhile, a woman in the 

church who was losing her hair 
from cancer treatments told a few of 
her closest church friends that she 
would shave her head in a few days 
and would be coming to church the 
next Sunday wearing a bandana on 
her head.

Unbeknownst to the balding 
woman, an e-mail was circulated 
to church members which asked all 
who would to wear a bandana the 
next Sunday in support of the cancer 
victim.

Brown found it nothing short of 
miraculous that later in the same 
week Paul decided to attend church 
the next Sunday, all the while in-
sisting that he wouldn’t change his 
appearance for anyone.

“You can’t imagine the look on 
Paul’s face when we pulled in the 
parking lot and there were dozens 
of people walking around with doo 
rags on their heads,” Brown said.

“Did you plan this?” Paul asked, 
though Brown had completely forgot-
ten about the woman’s e-mail.

“I’m 43 years old, and this is the 
first church I got inside the doors,” 
Brown quoted Paul as saying. 
Paul said he’d tried to attend other 
churches, but “I took a look at the 
people and decided not to go.”

“Doo Rag Day” at SonRise 
church was the beginning of Paul’s 
salvation, Brown said.

“It’s amazing the extent God 
will go to in order to reach one per-
son,” said McCready, who believes 
God blesses a church that obeys Him 
through evangelism.

Like Jesus Christ, “Our mission 
is to seek and to save that which is 
lost,” McCready said. “And we’re in 
the center of God’s will when we do 
that – if we don’t compromise the 
truth.” 

 Norm Miller is a freelance 
writer based in Richmond, Va.

Church prays for passion for the lost



By David Sandvick
Pastor of First English Church, 

Frostburg, Md.

FROSTBURG, Md.—It was the 
early 1960’s. A young woman named 
Sally Blank overheard a little boy 
pecking on the piano at First Eng-
lish Church in Frostburg, 
Md. The little boy told 
her that he’d like to learn 
to play. Sally believed he 
may have some hidden 
talent and approached 
the boy’s father (also the 
pastor) to suggest piano 
lessons for young Bob. 
After the initial surprise, 
the father told Sally 
that even if his son did 
want to learn, he had no 
money for such things 
as they were living on a 
minister’s salary. Sally 
Blank then offered to 
begin piano lessons with 
Bob at no charge, much 
to his pleasure. 

Fast-forward to May 2008, same 
Sally, same church, different chil-
dren, same results. Sally is playing 
special music for the offertory with 
two of her granddaughters, Amie 
and Katie. It is a violin trio played 
in harmony. What makes this musi-
cal gathering special, however, is 
that Sally taught the girls to play 
the violin. “I just knew they had the 

talent and were interested in play-
ing.” She explained to appreciative 
listeners after the morning service.

Sally’s love of music is only sur-
passed by her love of instilling that 
same passion in others, especially 
the young. Sally was instrumental 
(pardon the pun) in establishing a 

handbell choir at First English in 
1997. A loaner set of bells came to 
the church through the Music and 
Arts Club in Cumberland, Md. Sally 
and her grand-daughter, Stacey, 
took a crash course in hand bell 
choir direction and began what 
would become the Grace Notes Hand 
Bell Choir. As interest grew, another 
musically talented member donated 
complete sets of bells and chimes to 

the church. 
More recently, Sally was the 

force that began a similar group 
made up of children to play the hand 
chimes. To date, over 40 people, 
young and old, have rung the bells 
and chimes at First English. 

She also formed an eight-piece 
“Baptist Band” that played in 
church and was comprised 
of musicians as young as ten 
years old. Sally still watches 
children for that hidden mu-
sical talent and still teaches 
piano for a fortunate few. 

For nearly 50 years she 
has helped young people 
develop their musical abili-
ties and utilize their talents 
for God’s glory in the local 
church setting.

Even young Bob, who 
isn’t so young anymore, 
remembers his first piano 
teacher with a true sense 

of fondness. He became an accom-
plished pianist who still plays in his 
church and always to glorify God. 
He now serves as the editor of this 
very newsjournal and as the associ-
ate executive director of the Baptist 
Convention of Maryland/Delaware. 
Bob Simpson is just one of many 
through the years whose life was 
touched by this musical angel. 
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Lives are touched by a ‘musical’ angel in Frostburg, Md.

Sally Blank recognized Bob Simpson’s musical 
talent even as a young man.  Simpson serves as 
the BCM/D associate executive director and editor 
of BaptistLIFE.

Sally Blank is playing in a violin trio for the offertory with two of her grand-
daughters, Amie and Katie. 

PART TIME YOUTH 
DIRECTOR—Hazelwood Baptist 
church in East Baltimore County 
is looking for a part-time youth 
pastor @5hrs/wk @$10.00/hr.  
Interested individuals call the 
church at 410-866-8030 or email at 
hazelwoodbaptist@msn.com

PIANIST—First Baptist Church 
of Beltsville at 4700 Odell Road 
in Beltsville, Md., is seeking a 
Christian to serve as our pianist. If 
you are interested, please call the 
church at (301) 937-7771 or e-mail us 
at churchoffice@fbcbeltsville.org.

SENIOR PASTOR—Olney Baptist 
Church with 100+ membership 
seeks a full-time senior pastor. 
Applicant must be an ordained 
minister. A Master of Div. is 
preferred. Send resumes to Pastor 
Search Com. Olney Baptist Church 
17525 Georgia Ave. P.O. Box 325 
Olney, MD 20830-0325. Webpage 
www.olneybaptistchurch.com.

WORSHIP LEADER NEEDED—
First Baptist Church of Cambridge 
seeks an interim, part-time worship 
leader beginning 9/1/08. Please send 

resume to Pastor Jerry Wade, FBC 
Cambridge, 501 Glenburn Avenue, 
Cambridge, MD 21613.

MAIL, E-MAIL OR FAX YOUR 
AD TO BaptistLIFE
Deadlines are the first day of each 
month for the following month’s 
issue. Classified advertising is 75 
cents per word ($18.00 minimum) 
for BCM/D churches and church 
members; 85 cents per word 
($20.00 minimum) for non-profit 
organizations; and 95 cents per word 
($25.00 minimum) for commercial 
organizations. Word count does 
not include words with two letters 
or less. Contact us for display ad 
pricing. Acceptance of advertising 
does not constitute an endorsement of 
any advertiser’s products or services.

Mail to:
BaptistLIFE
10255 Old Columbia Rd.
Columbia, MD 21046

Fax to: 410-290-6627

Email to: baptistlife@comcast.net

BaptistLIFE CLASSIFIED ADS



ArundelArundel Association

Faith Church, Glen Burnie, 
had its annual God and Country 
Day on June 29. The annual pro-
gram featured a full choir and 
orchestra and multi-media presenta-
tion. During the service, those who 
have served or who are currently 
serving in the armed forces were 
honored as well government and law 
enforcement officials. Raymond Hig-
gins, associate pastor/worship and 
music, directed the event.

The youth of First Church, 
Crofton, will travel to Bowling 
Green, Ky., this month to participate 
in the Kentucky Heartland Out-
reach. The teens will be trained 
to build wheelchair ramps, simple 
decks and other light construction 
projects for needy families in the 
area. In the evenings they gather 
with hundreds of other youth for 
worship and fellowship. 

The Northern Arundel County 
Chamber of Commerce recognized 
John Lovelady, pastor of New Be-
ginnings Church, for his valuable 
work with the George Fox Middle 
School Music Department and his 
work with the community at the 
chamber’s annual educational excel-
lence dinner. Lovelady is bi-vocation-
al and teaches at the school.

Severna Park Church had a 
classic car show and chicken bar-
becue. The day featured cars, food, 
fun, music and fellowship. The kids 
jumped on a moon bounce. 

The Church at Severn Run 
will have an “All About Kids Pro-
ductions” camp in July.

Baltimore Association 

The drama team from Colonial 
Church, Reisterstown, presented 
a dinner theater titled “The Devil 
On Trial,” written by Billy Eber-
hardt. 

Mary Maynor designed the 
costumes.

The dinner theater, catered by 
a local restaurant, also included 
praise and worship, liturgical and 
praise dancers, musical guest Larry 
Broadway and a performance by 
Sister Tina (Pat Brown). 

The church recently recognized 
three members as their servants of 
the year. Clarence Smith, Norma 

Kuttinmem and Tina Smith were 
presented with plaques and gift 
certificates. 

Timothy Loftin, pastor of Pleas-
ant Rock Church, Baltimore, 
was the guest speaker. The service 
also included praise and worship, 
recognition of ministry leaders by 
Robert Anderson, pastor of Colonial 
and musical selections by the Pleas-
ant Rock Choir. 

First Church, Dundalk, had 
its God and Country Day on June 29 
at the 11 a.m. service. The special 
service included a reading of the 
Declaration of Independance and 
singing patriotic songs.

GraceWay Church hosted a 
VBS June 22-26 with the help of 
Malvern Hill Church of S.C., in 
partnership with Embrace Balti-
more. Each VBS night started with 
a free dinner at the church. 

On July 19, GraceWay will host 
a Community Barbeque Cook-off. 
Registered contestants will com-
pete for trophies and prizes in the 
categories of pork ribs, chicken and 
beef brisket. Celebrity judges will 
be sampling “secret family recipes” 
such as “grandpa’s smokin’ ribs.” 
There will be games, music, door 
prizes and entertainment for both 
children and adults and of course 
plenty of food. To register as a con-
testant or sponsor, call the church 
at (410) 944-4056 or email at info@
mygraceway.org.

Riverside Church, 
Baltimore, has mis-
sion breakfasts for 
many of the area’s 
needy on Sunday morn-
ings. From January 
to March of this year 
members served 1,453 
people breakfast and a 
bag lunch. Area mer-
chants and donations 
have helped defray the 
expenses.  

Nineteen students 
traveled from Hannibal, 
Mo., to Maryland to 
serve 11 Baltimore churches. Valley 
Church, Lutherville, hosted a din-
ner for the students, their host church 
pastors and host families and the 
Embrace Baltimore staff. The casual 
dinner allowed  the “May-Mesters” to 
relax and fellowship. There was also 
a time of prayer for God’s blessings on 
the upcoming month. 

White Marsh Church hosted 
the annual Stauros Rally last 
month featuring guest speaker Mike 
Kisner, president of Stauros USA.

Woodbrook Church members 
regularly volunteer to help at Gar-
den Harvest, a local non-profit farm 
designed to help those in need. “Gar-
den Harvest” establishes community 
farms and teaches people methods 
of organic sustainable production 
of fruit, vegetables, eggs and wool 
so they can learn to grow their own 
food for themselves and others. 
Crops produced at Garden Harvest 
Farms are given to the poor. 

Blue Ridge Association

First Church, Frederick, will 
partner with the Fellowship of Chris-
tian Athletes this summer to host a 
basketball camp for boys and girls 
ages 8-13 on July 28-31. The theme is 
“Get Focused! Pursue the Prize.” 

In addition to learning great 
basketball skills in a fun and godly 
environment, each child will receive 
a t-shirt and complementary issue of 
FCA’s magazine, “Sharing the Vic-
tory,” and a New Testament.

The cost is $90. For more infor-
mation call the church office,

Myersville Church has 
Wednesday night picnics through 
the summer. The church provides 
hamburgers and hotdogs and mem-
bers bring the side dishes. 

The church had a community 
car wash in July. For one dollar folks 
could get their cars clean and enjoy 
refreshments while they waited. 

Delaware Association

The Delaware Association 
will be sponsoring the Wilmington 
Games again this summer. The 
games are Olympic style athletic or-
ganized by the Wilmington Depart-
ment of Recreation and Parks. 

Director of missions, Jim 
McBride, said churches and indi-
vidual volunteers are needed to help. 
The dates available are July 26, 
Aug. 2 and Aug. 9 from 9 a.m.-6 p.m. 
or any portion thereof. DBA needs 
volunteers to work with children 
and youth out of our ministry site 
giving out bottles of cold water, Bi-
bles, tracts, salvation bracelets and 
other give-aways. Workers should 
know how to take a conversation 

and lead it into a gospel 
presentation. Individu-
als who do face painting, 
clowning, juggling and 
other such ministries are 
welcome. There is also 
a need on Aug. 9 to help 
prepare lunch and serve 
it. 

For more informa-
tion, call Cody Whitaker, 
DBA’s ministry evange-
lism and family life direc-
tor at (302) 670-4931. 

Iron Hill Church, 
New Castle, Del., had 

its sixth annual Father’s Day Car 
Show on June 15th. Over 500 people 
came to see more than 100 cars and 
motorcycles. John Willis, pastor of 
Iron Hill Church said Best in Show 
was a ground up restoration 1950 
DeSoto Woodie wagon.

Bryan Rash came to the first 
car show six years ago and gave his 
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The “May-mesters” came from Hannibal, Mo., to serve in 11 Baltimore churches. 

College students from Ogletown Church collected 
socks and nearly 1,000 pairs of underwear for the 
homeless community ministered to by the Sunday 
Breakfast Mission in Wilmington, Del.

Delaware

Blue Ridge

Baltimore



The Potters Place youth and adults work on the Church float which 
appeared in the St. Leonard Fire Department’s Parade. 
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heart to Jesus. 
He quit the secular car clubs, 

and started “Cruizers for Christ.”  
“He just sold the Nova to a 

couple in Maryland who just got 
their first exposure to a car show 
at a church like ours.  They were so 
amazed as they saw God and His 
people working together that day.  
Pray that God continues to use that 
car and our shows for His King-
dom!” Willis said. 

Ogletown Church, Newark, 
Del., will celebrate its 50th Anni-
versary this month with a banquet 
on Saturday, July 19, at 4:00 p,m, 
and a church-wide picnic at Lums 
Pond on Sunday, July 20, following 
a joint worship service in the new 
Ogletown Baptist Exchange at 10 
a.m. The anniversary committee is 
planning a night of nostalgia with 
former staff members, choir direc-
tors and members in attendance.  
It will be an exciting and historic 
evening of fond remembrances and 
joyous plans for the future. The cost 
for the banquet is $20 per person. 
Reservations are required. Email 
50thrsvp@ogletown.org for reserva-
tions, questions and or comments.

Eastern Association

Youth from Allen Memorial 
Church will travel to the Arbuckle 
Mountains of Oklahoma for sum-
mer camp July 5-12. The camp is 
the largest of its kind in the nation. 
More than 100 churches a week at-
tend the camp. 

This year’s camp theme is 
“graze” and refers to John 10:27 
where Jesus refers to Himself as 
a Shepherd and how the more we 
understand Him the better we 
understand how to follow Him. 
Graze refers to what sheep do when 
they have been led by and trust the 
Shepherd. 

The church has “Wacky Wednes-
days” for children through the sum-
mer. Some recent “wacky” evenings 
included tie-dye night, volcano night 
and beach night. 

Mid-Maryland Association
 
Friendship Church, Sykes-

ville, has a Mom’s Connect pro-
gram. Moms, grandmothers and 
their children gather together for 
fun, fellowship, encouragement and 

prayers. Each week features 
special speakers and events. 
During the summer months, the 
group will meet from 9:30-10:30 
a.m. every other Wednesday at 
Freedom Park in Sykesville. 
The summer theme is “Love, 
Joy and Peace.” For more infor-
mation, call the church office at 
(410) 552-0481.

The church will have VBS 
this year using LifeWay’s  “Cac-
tus Canyon,” a western themed 
program for all ages, from 7-9 
p.m., July 13-17. They’ll start 
with a kick off rally at 5:30 p.m. 
on July 13 with games, food and 
western-themed entertainment. 

Registration is available online 
at www.fbcmd.org and clicking the 
“Cactus Canyon” link, or by calling 
(410) 552-0481 or email mcklim@
msn.com. 

Northwest Church, Reister-
stown, will welcome the band “Tim 
Zimmerman and the King’s Brass” 
on July 13. The band features nine 
brass players that are known to 
“blow your socks off.”

The church recently had a 
special luncheon to recognize Jeff 
Blaylock and his wife Cindy and 
Jamie Caldwell and his wife Abby. 
Blaylock served as 
the church’s youth 
minister for seven 
years and is now 
the church’s family 
minister. Caldwell 
is the church’s new 
youth minister. He 
preached at the 
church’s graduation 
Sunday and Abby 
sang. 

Northwest will 
have a family and 
youth mission trip 
to Bristol, Tenn., 
where they’ll work 
with other churches 
to do construction 
repairs at Beulah Land Bible Camp. 

The church will turn 40 years 
old on Nov. 6, and Northwest is 
planning a huge homecoming cel-
ebration on Oct. 19 after the morn-
ing worship. 

Montgomery Association

Poolesville Church will have 
a mission trip to Trinidad in Au-

gust. They will help a small church 
plant in an impoverished area. The 
team will do some construction work, 
paint, VBS and medical ministry 
outreach. They will also be helping 
with computer and website needs.

Potomac Association

Seven Locks Church had a 
multicultural worship celebration 
on June 8. The church serves as a 
home to the Sizang Burmese Mis-
sion, Afghan-Iranian Christian 
Fellowship and Onnury Church. All 
of the congregations joined together 
for a joint service then sang hymns 

together. Afterwards they gathered 
for food, from different cultures. 

 Prince George’s Association

Oxon Hill Church celebrated 
their 65th Anniversary on June 22. 
Prince George’s Association’s direc-
tor of missions, Reynold Carr, was 
the guest speaker. The church used 
the Sunday school hour to reflect 

over its history and to look 
ahead to where they feel God 
is leading. Longtime church 
members were recognized. 
One member, Albert Courtney, 
has been with the church for 
63 years. Church members cel-
ebrated with a luncheon after 
the service.

El Bethel Church cel-
ebrated 15 years of ministry 
during their Unity Week of 
services in June. 

Kettering Church has a 
day camp for children on Mon-
days to Fridays through Aug. 
8. The camp includes Bible 

studies, academic reinforcement, 
dance, drama, art and field trips.  

Susquehanna Association 

WMU and Women On Mis-
sion are alive and well at Towne 
Church, Joppa. On Saturday, May 
10, 155 women attended a special 
mother-daughter luncheon at a local 
restaurant. 

After the WMU Watchword, 
and Missionary Birthday Prayer 
Calendar, Gayla Parker, BCM/D’s 
missionary for WMU, challenged 
the ladies with a message based on  
Proverbs 31 about noble women and 
she read Beth Moore poetry. 

Western Association

Second Church, Cumber-
land, sent a mission team to Jen-
kins, Ky. The team did VBS at three 
different locations and other general 
outreach ministry. 

Misc.
 
New Beginning Bible 

Church, Baltimore, will commem-
orate a milestone at their 3 p.m. 
worship service on July 27 when the 
congregation celebrates their 100th 
worship service. David Lee, BCM/D 
executive director, will be the guest 
speaker. 

“It is such an honor and a 
privilege to have a man speak at 
this event that is so dedicated to 
helping develop and strengthen 
churches and support their minis-
try leaders, someone who has stood 
by this church since its inception,” 
said Randolph Mack, pastor of New 
Beginning Bible Church. 

Iron Hill Church, New Castle, Del., had its sixth annual Father’s Day Car 
Show on June 15th. Over 500 people came to see more than 100 cars and 
motorcycles.  Bryan Rash (pictured doing a “burnout” in a Chevy Nova he 
restored) came to the first car show six years ago and gave his heart to Jesus. 

Susquehanna

Western

Miscellaneous

Mid-Maryland

Montgomery

Potomac

Prince George’s

Eastern
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Online seminary training—learn without leaving your ministry
By Randy Millwood

One grew up in Church, two 
did not. All three are follow-
ing Jesus and leading in their 

local congregations. Those local 
churches have affirmed their call as 
ministers… a new bi-vocational pas-
tor, a full-time small group minister 
and a part-time children/family 
minister. They hold in common love 
for God, His people and His mis-
sion… a call to serve… ownership 
of a local vision and values… famil-
iarity with the community they live 
in… and little, if any, broad-based 
ministry preparation. 

While not actual people these 
three do represent real people here in 
the Mid-Atlantic. Many of our church-
es have volunteer, part-time and 
full-time pastors and staff who have 
answered God’s call and are now ask-
ing, “How do I prepare to serve God in 
this role through His Church?” 

The standard answer has been: 
quit your job, sell your house and 
move half-way across the country. If 
these three ministers do that, there 
will be serious Kingdom conse-

quences: local communities of faith 
with leaders who own the vision, 
know the people and are vested in 
the neighborhood will be lost to ‘the 
system.’ On the mission field these 
kinds of folks are called “indige-
nous” and are a precious commodity. 
One emerging response available to 
these three and others is preparing 
for ministry online. 

In the 2002 book, The Wired 
Tower, Matthew Pittinsky pre-
dicted that e-learning “will lead to 
a fundamentally transformed way 
of delivering and supporting the in-
structional process in higher educa-
tion.” His prediction has come true 
in many disciplines. Thousands of 
degrees are available from hundreds 
of schools. 

Online schools tend to be far 
more praxis oriented (developing 
critical thinking strategies for prob-
lem solving in real-world situations). 
For this reason, many of them are 
linked to businesses in their fields, 
including internship and mentoring 
as well as an adjunct faculty who 
are practitioners in those fields. 

In parallel fashion, many emerg-

ing online seminaries are linking 
to local churches. In an interview 
titled, “Not Your Father’s Semi-
nary,” (Rev magazine; March/April, 
2008), Leonard Sweet noted, “The 
local church is by design the most 
effective incubator of spiritual lead-
ers on the planet…. There must be 
a more effective way for seminaries 
and congregations to raise up and 
mentor leaders for God’s mission.”

Sam Simmons, vice president 
for Learning Design for Rockbridge 
Seminary, an online seminary, 
asked, “Where do people learn how 
to minister? They learn in a local 
church. They may learn about min-
istry in a classroom – study models, 
discuss approaches, debrief as-
signments. Ministry competencies, 
however, are learned by doing.” 

Sweet contrasted the Church of 
the 20th and 21st centuries, not-
ing that as the world around us 
changes, our methods for preparing 
men/women to lead in this century 
must also change. “The Web is the 
primary delivery system for learn-
ing and faith development today…. 
At the end of the day, the ultimate 

credentialing is not, ‘Do you have a 
degree?’ but ‘Can you do ministry?’ 
We must get over our apprehensions 
about the Internet.” 

Online ministry preparation is 
a legitimate approach to prepara-
tion… not one day, but right now! 
Simmons pointed out that “for over 
a decade, top accrediting agencies 
have recognized fully on-line degree 
programs begun both by recently 
launched virtual universities and 
by established institutions of higher 
learning…. virtual learning is now 
accepted as a credible and useful 
form of education.” 

If you are investigating online 
options for seminary and ministry 
preparation, there are some stan-
dard questions that you’ll want to 
consider in your search. Some of 
those are addressed in the article, 
“Questions on the Quest to Online 
Ministry Preparation.” That article 
is available at www.bcmd.org/pas-
tors (click on Articles). 

Contact Randy Millwood at 
(800) 466-5290, ext. 217 or by email 

at rmillwood@bcmd.org for more.

By Shannon Baker
BCM/D National Correspondent

SPRINGFIELD, Mo.—You 
want ministry training so you can 
be a more effective church leader. 
But you don’t want to leave your 
ministry to get it. What do you do?

Daryl Eldridge, president of 
Rockbridge Seminary in Spring-
field, Mo., suggests that he has 
the perfect solution: a 100-percent 
online seminary education that 
focuses on the five purposes of the 
church—worship, fellowship, dis-
cipleship, ministry and evangelism.

Now five years old, Rockbridge 
Seminary is entirely online, mean-
ing that students can work at times 
convenient for them—and for their 
church. 

“Our fully online academic 
programs make seminary educa-
tion accessible to anyone serving 
a church anywhere in the world,” 
said Eldridge. 

“Moreover, our curriculum 
design around the five purposes 
of the church and our competency-
guided learning approach keep 

academic programs 
practical and focused 
on the student’s church 
ministry as the primary 
learning platform.”

Eldridge explained 
that traditionally, 
American seminaries 
have arranged courses 
according to categories 
of knowledge (biblical studies, 
theological studies, historical stud-
ies and practical theology). This 
traditional approach to curriculum 
design was carried over to semi-
nary education from the European 
university system about 200 years 
ago. 

Eldridge noted that this 
structure reflects the university’s 
primary purpose of producing 
scholars.

“Yet, ministry requires skill,” 
Eldridge shared. “Every minis-
try position, whether vocational 
or volunteer, carries with it the 
expectation that the minister can 
do certain things effectively, many 
times beyond the specific ministry 
function related to the position.”

To that end, Rock-
bridge Seminary focuses 
on competency-guided 
learning. Accordingly, be-
fore graduation, students 
are required to submit 
a ministry portfolio con-
sisting of church-based 
projects designed and 
conducted by the student 

to help him or her develop in certain 
ministry competencies.

And the best part? These 
projects are implemented immedi-
ately in the student’s local church, 
benefiting both the student and the 
church. 

“These practical ministry 
projects help the students’ minis-
try, not three years from now, but 
right now,” Eldridge stressed. “It 
is gratifying that we are helping 
churches too!”

Eldridge believes that today’s 
churches are more likely to look 
within their congregations for 
ministry staff rather than hiring 
them from a list of recent seminary 
graduates. This means that place-
ment precedes training, making it 

unlikely that a new staff member 
can leave the ministry field for 
years to attend a far-away semi-
nary campus. 

Rockbridge’s real time training 
provides an outstanding solution 
to this problem. Moreover, in an 
approach to enhance rather than 
distract from the student’s employ-
ment, students can only take one 
course at a time. Each course is 
eight weeks long. 

Also, Rockbridge students pay 
tuition on a course-by-course basis, 
and most courses are either 3 or 4 
semester hours, depending on the 
academic program.

Presently, Rockbridge Semi-
nary offers three academic pro-
grams. 

The Master of Divinity (MDiv) 
is a three-year degree, requiring 76 
semester hours for completion. This 
professional degree is designed for 
men and women who have a bach-
elor’s degree and are serving on a 
church staff or in other ministry 
positions.   Students develop com-
petencies in Bible, church history, 

Rockbridge Seminary—fully online with practical ministry focus

Continued on page 15



Birthdays are 
a fun time at 
our house. All 

the dreaded baby 
pictures come out 
and we reminisce 
about days gone by. 
During our years 
in the Philippines 
the choices for gifts 
were limited at best. 
Most Filipinos live 
on just a few hun-
dred dollars a year 
which means toys 
are a real luxury 
and not gener-
ally part of a store’s 
stock. Add to that 
the fact that family 

was 10,000 miles away and it meant 
that gifts were few. So to stretch out 
the fun we hid their gifts all around 
the house. For them, a large part of 
the fun was finding the gifts. That 
is a tradition that is still carried on 
today.

Once the gifts were found, the 
selection process began. Which gift 
would be opened first? Of course the 
desire was to open the “biggest and 
best, the prize package” first. They 
would examine, measure, shake, 
poke and squeeze every box.

Our three boys have choosing 
the package to open down to an 
art. Size, shape, weight and wrap-
ping are a few of the things which 
influence their decision. Even with 
all these considerations, they often 
chose the package that held clothes 
instead of a toy.

The problem was the criteria 
used to make the decision. Size, 
shape, and weight do not always 

merit the perfect gift. Some of the 
best gifts are found in the most un-
expected wrappings. Sometimes the 
prize package did not hold the gift 
itself, only a picture of the gift or a 
hint as to where to find the gift.

When Samuel was asked to 
search for the new king of Israel, he 
planned to use these same criteria 
to look for God’s man; size, shape, 
weight and outward appearance. 
But God had another plan. His plan 
involved the heart of the person who 
would serve as king. We can learn 
from Samuel’s experience.

First, God protected Samuel 
in his obedience. Saul was aware 
God was going to replace him as 
king and Samuel would be the one 
to anoint the new king. Samuel was 
concerned that Saul’s jealousy would 
incite him to violence. But God gave 
Samuel the plan to maintain his 
safety.

All of us face times which cause 
our hearts to fear. Our military 
personnel face such times daily in 
the Middle East. For some of us, the 
thought of being a part of a mission 
trip, witnessing to someone or lead-
ing a Bible study for the first time 
may cause our heart to pound and 
our hands to become sweaty; symp-
toms of fear. But when we seek God, 
just as He led Samuel, He will lead 
us in the right direction. It may be 
that God is calling you to missions, 
to youth work, to pastor or to be a 
Bible study teacher. The key to find-
ing out is taking time to hear what 
God may be saying to us through 
prayer, scriptures or the words of 
others. And then follow through in 
obedience.

Second, Samuel planned to 

make his decision based on his 
own logic. God told him he was 
looking at the irrelevant. The only 
thing that would matter was the 
heart of the man. When Samuel 
looked at the sons with God’s eyes, 
he knew he had not yet found the 
chosen king. He asked Jesse to bring 
him David. When he met David, 
God revealed to him that David was 
to be king for he was a man after 
God’s heart.

Matt. 12:34b says, “For out of 
the overflow of the heart 
the mouth speaks.” 
What is coming out of 
your mouth today? What 
is coming out of the mouth 
of those around you today? 
When we fill our hearts 
and minds with all that 
is “true, noble, right, 
pure, lovely or admi-
rable” then those will be 
the kinds of words that 
come out of our mouth. 
And through our language, 
choice of words and at-
titudes others will see 
Christ. What is coming 
out of your mouth today? 
Whatever it is, it is a 
reflection of what is in the 
heart. My goal is for my 
heart to be the reflection of 
a woman after God’s heart.

Third, after Samuel 
poured oil on David, 
scripture tells us that 
the Spirit of the Lord 
came upon David. 
Choosing on the same side 
as God will always lead 
to being filled with God’s 
Spirit. Rather God has 

called us to be His witness in the 
work place, a volunteer at a preg-
nancy crisis center, a pastor or a 
missionary when we are choosing 
on God’s side, we can indeed do all 
things. 
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doctrine, spiritual formation, as 
well as servant leadership skills 
required for local church ministry. 

The Master of Ministry Lead-
ership (MML) is a two-year de-
gree, requiring 52 semester hours 
for completion. This professional 
degree is designed for men and 
women who have a bachelor’s de-
gree and are serving on a church 
staff or in other ministry positions. 
The focus of this degree is on devel-

oping servant leadership skills for 
local church ministry. 

The Diploma in Ministry Stud-
ies (DMS) is a three-year diploma, 
requiring 60 semester hours for 
completion. This degree is for per-
sons over the age of 22 who have 
not completed a bachelor’s degree 
and are serving on a church staff 
or in other ministry positions. The 
DMS equips students with practi-
cal ministry skills as well as gen-

eral education skills essential for 
effective ministry. Students fulfill 
their general educational require-
ments through partnering institu-
tions. 

In May, the General Mission 
Board of the Baptist Convention 
of Maryland/Delaware endorsed 
Rockbridge Seminary as an addi-
tional provider of theological educa-
tion for the churches of BCM/D. 

Randy Millwood, former faculty 

member of New Orleans Theo-
logical Seminary, now serving as 
BCM/D’s missionary for leadership 
development and small group min-
istry, will serve as a local liaison 
with Rockbridge. 

For more information, visit 
online at www.rockbridgeseminary.

org or contact Millwood at (800) 
466-5290, ext. 217 or by email at 

rmillwood@bcmd.org. 

Rockbridge Seminary—fully online with practical ministry focus
Continued from page 14
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By David Jackson

The song that says “mistakes, 
I’ve made a few, then again, 
too few to mention,” was not 

written by a church planter! When 
you live in the world of church plant-
ers, you learn early on that every 
church planter is going to make his 
share of mistakes; it’s a part of the 
process. The keys are simple: mini-
mize them and learn from others 
who have gone before you.

With that in mind, I’ve chosen to 
list a handful of mistakes made by 
me and others I know in the church 
planting process, in the hopes that 
this will afford you the opportunity 
to move beyond these tripwires and 
accelerate your new church’s growth 
and development. Please note that 
the list could easily be three to four 
times this long; I’ve just chosen 
these for the impact they’ve had on 
me personally over the years.

Doing for God as a substitute 
for being with God. 

This is easy to justify in expe-
rience. As a planter, there are so 
many things to be done and often 
no one to do them, except you! Some 
things will actually not get done 
unless you find the time to ap-
ply yourself to them, and time is 
a precious commodity that affords 
little flexibility. Surely God under-
stands if I’m unable to spend more 
time with Him, since I’m working 
for Him, right? After all, He’s the 
one who called me to do this! Yes, 
rationalizing is easy, but still leaves 
you disconnected from the Source 
of your calling and the Head of His 
church. Don’t make the mistake 
of neglecting your time with God; 
you’ll actually need it MORE as the 
work begins in earnest.

Thinking too little of God and 
too much of self. 

Most church planters I’ve met 
don’t have a self-esteem problem, 
and neither did I. In fact, most have 
convinced themselves that they 
are the next Rick Warren or Andy 
Stanley. This “confidence factor” is 
actually part of the reason most are 
successful…they refuse to believe 
they can fail. Yet, while this con-

fidence can translate into great 
faith, it can also morph into pride 
and arrogance. It may show itself in 
an attitude that says, I don’t need 
to listen to others, because I know 
what I’m doing. Or again it may 
state, others may have failed but 
that wasn’t me. The equation leaves 
too much self, and not enough God 
for the intended result. Faith in the 
“bigness of God” has to come to the 
planter for God to do the miraculous 
in their midst.

Relying on the voice of 
“experts,” rather than the voice 
of God. 

Church planting experts 
abound: there are books, videos, 
seminars, blogs and podcasts, all 
of which are ready to tell you how 
to plant the ideal church in a few 
simple steps. The problem comes 
when planters replace the voice of 
God, who called them, with the voice 
of another, who God also called, but 
in a different place to a different 
people with a different plan. Making 
this mistake reduces church plant-
ing to a science, with formulas and 
steps for success. But God refuses to 
operate that way. 

In my experience, God had to 
break my will, shaping me through 
a difficult series of events, before 
I was ready to listen to God’s way 
of doing things. While a necessary 
part of character development, my 
stubbornness wasted critical time 
and brought unneeded pain.

Attempting to build the 
Church, not people. 

We teach church planters the 
process of church planting, and if 
we’re not careful, we can give the 
impression that this is what they 
are there to do. 

Rick Warren reminded church 
planters earlier this year that God 
had made crystal clear to him many 
years before that he was not needed 
to build God’s church…that was Je-
sus’ job (Matt. 16.18)! Rather we are 
called to build people, to make dis-
ciples. Our job is not a business or 
a start-up enterprise; it’s a disciple-
making ministry that requires com-
munity to adequately enable each of 
us to reach our God-given potential. 

Focus on the parts and let God cre-
ate the whole.

Treating your wife and 
children as co-workers rather 
than family. 

Some planters and spouses, es-
pecially those without children yet, 
find their calling to church planting 
a joint partnership in God in almost 
every way. Others, though, farther 
along in the seasons of life, encoun-
ter other priorities and passions in 
the lives of their family members. 
If not careful, planters can allow 
the planting experience to drain the 
intimacy of their relationship with 
family members, only to find it de-
teriorating into a business partner-
ship with dangerous consequences 
lurking nearby. Planters must guard 
the sanctity of their family relation-
ship (and time!) with their loved 
ones, and remember that God has 
called them to the role of husband 
and father first, before their role as 

planter of a new congregation.
I suspect these concerns, while 

specific to church planters, are not 
exclusive to them. In fact, they could 
present themselves in the life of any 
Christ-follower, challenging their 
faith and character. So let me en-
courage us all to guard our hearts; 
stay focused on our great Almighty 
God and the work He has for us; 
and, protect our relationships with 
the family He has given us. These 
keys are foundational to faithfulness 
in any area of ministry. But caveat 
lector: let the reader beware! If 
these lessons are not learned on the 
first go-round, they are destined to 
resurface later.

More about mistakes in a later 
column… 

David Jackson is BCM/D 
missionary for church 

multiplication. He can be reached at 
(800) 466-5290, extension 225, or by 

email at djackson@bcmd.org.

Mistakes church planters make
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“Dear Counselor” with CentrePointe Counseling, Inc.

“Help! My son stole my credit card!”
Dear Counselor,

Our grown son recently 
stole one of my credit cards and 
ran up a large debt. My wife 
wants to overlook it, but I think 
we should file charges with the 
legal authorities. This is not 
the first time that he has stolen 
from us. We are fighting about 
what to do. What do you sug-
gest?

         —Perplexed Parent

Dear Perplexed Parent:

First of all, let me say that I 
cannot give you legal advice on 
what to do. A phone call to your 
credit card company regarding a 
stolen card would be a place to start 
for that information. Once reported, 
they would conduct their own inves-

tigation and limit your liability.
However, your question is less 

about legalities and more about 
relationships and making difficult 
decisions. I wonder if the previ-
ous incidences of theft have been 
“overlooked.” If so, a signal is being 
sent that it is all right to steal from 
us, or that it is all right to take our 
money in order to finance your drug 
habit, your extravagance, or your 
survival. Continuing to overlook 
this behavior becomes a form of 
enabling poor behavior and actually 
getting in the way of God working 
in the life of your son to bring him 
to wholeness.

Have you ever spoken to your 
son and told him the consequences 
that you would enforce if he were to 
steal from you again? If you have 
not done so, it is usually best to 

establish a policy before implement-
ing a consequence. This allows for 
the consequences to fall totally on 
the shoulders of the offender, and 
prevents you from having to make a 
policy in the middle of an emotional 
event.

It is true that any parental poli-
cy is most effective (even with adult 
children) when the parents are 
united. Otherwise, children will be 
given a form of power to manipulate 
and divide, and to rule the family. 
The fact that you are fighting about 
this issue raises questions about 
forms of communication you are 
using and the role that a troubled 
child is playing in your relationship. 
“What would it take to get the child 
out of the middle of your relation-
ship?” is one question to ask, as you 
shift to take your power back and 

listen not only to each other, but 
also to the Spirit who will guide you 
and help to transform this crisis 
into an opportunity for growth.

Questions may be e-mailed 
to trodgerson@bcmd.org with the 

subject line indicating, “Dear 
Counselor;” or mailed to Dr. Tom 
Rodgerson, 8203 Harford Road, 

Parkville, MD 21234. (800) 491-5369            
CentrePointe has offices in the 

following locations: Cambridge, 
Catonsville, Columbia, Crofton, 

Dunkirk, Frederick, Glen Burnie, 
Hughesville, Lanham, Laurel, 

Lutherville, Mechanicsville, 
Middle River, Odenton, Parkville, 

Rockville, Severn, Silver Spring, 
Waldorf and Westminster.

By Diana Davis

“And He (Jesus) said to 
them, ‘Come away by yourselves 
to a secluded place and rest a 
while.’” Mark 6:31

You’ve heard the saying, “If 
you don’t come apart and 
rest, you’ll come apart!” 

For me personally, God has used 
Christian retreats and camps to 
encourage, grow, calm, convict and 
renew me. Possibilities are vast. 
Your church could plan a retreat 
for...men, widows, families, church 
staff, committees, ladies, leaders, 
greeters, senior adults, etc.

Keep it fresh. Expend extra 
effort to make the retreat memo-
rable. Brainstorm ways to draw at-
tenders closer to God. Intentionally 
encourage Christian fellowship. 

Examples:  
4	Make a retreat workbook, 

or a notebook for handouts and pop 
quizzes.  

4 Plan a reminder gift. At a 
women’s retreat about “shining” for 
Christ, ladies glued a tiny gem to 
their fingernail as a reminder of 
their commitment.

4 Assign a team project, in-
dividual devotional assignment, or 
Bible homework.

4 Plan an awards ceremony, 
i.e. at a Sunday School training 
retreat, present each teacher with 
a personal award—some silly; some 
serious.  

4 Show video clips from the 
retreat during meals.

4 Use large-print nametags. 
Assign prayer partners. Designate 
meal seating by common interests.

4 Do the unexpected: wor-

ship in the dark, strolling musi-
cians during meals, surprise guest, 
team-building activities. 

4 Have a contest: fishing, 
thumb-wrestling, yodeling, a gong 
talent show.

4 Create a prayer path.  
4 Present a “what not to do 

skit” or a fashion show spoof. One 
women’s retreat featured a hilari-
ous pajama style show. A funny hat 
fashion show can demonstrate 
various “hats” a mom wears. Guys 
could model the latest fishing gear 
to demonstrate witnessing tech-
niques.  

4 Plan a welcome reception, 
a poolside party or a campfire with 
music and marshmallows.  

4 Make it fun. To discuss an 
all-church survey, we built a Holly-
wood Squares stage, complete with 
flashing lights, and used survey 

results for questions.
4 Illustrate creatively. At a 

joy-themed retreat, we discretely 
dropped a boiled egg into a few 
people’s open bags or pockets as 
they entered. It was hilarious to 
hear conversations as eggs were 
discovered, and it made a great 
sermon illustration. 

If it’s an annual retreat, it is 
especially critical to add new sur-
prises and fresh features each year. 

Maybe it’s time to get out of 
town for a church retreat, and 
spend time with God and Christian 
friends! 

Fresh Ideas© are shared by Di-
ana Davis, author of Fresh Ideas 
for Women’s Ministry (B&H ’08) 

and the wife of Indiana Baptist’s 
executive director. For more, visit 

www.KeepOnShining.com.

Come Apart or Come Apart: How to Plan a Retreat



Page 18 SBC Convention... July 2008

By Michael Foust

INDIANAPOLIS (BP)—South-
ern Baptist Convention messengers 
meeting in Indianapolis June 10-11 
elected a new president, launched a 
bold initiative to share the Gospel 
with every person in North America 
by 2020, accepted a detailed report 
from the Executive Committee on 
the subject of child sexual abuse 
prevention and adopted a much-
discussed resolution on regenerate 
church membership.  

Johnny Hunt, pastor of First 
Church in Woodstock, Ga., was 
elected president on the first ballot 
at the annual meeting by receiving 
52.94 percent of the vote in a crowd-
ed field of six candidates. Many of 
the approximately 7,200 registered 
messengers no doubt expected to 
witness the convention’s first presi-
dential runoff since 1982, but Hunt 
avoided that to become what is be-
lieved to be the denomination’s first 
Native American president. Hunt is 
a Lumbee Indian, a North Carolina-
based tribe.

Hunt long has been known 
among Southern Baptists for his 
passion for evangelism, discipleship 
and missions, and those themes 
dominated his post-election press 

conference and a brief address to 
messengers. His election came 
on the heels of LifeWay’s Annual 
Church Profile report showing that 
Southern Baptists in 2007 baptized 
the fewest number of people in two 
decades.

“I pray that these next two years 
will be exciting times as we turn the 
tide and begin once again to grow 
and to reach our neighbors and our 
nations for His glory and for the 
expansion of His glorious Kingdom,” 
Hunt told messengers the day after 
his election.

He told the press, “We’ve been 
declining as a denomination. You 
can’t turn something around until 
you stop the tide in the direction it’s 
going.”

One of Hunt’s goals is to get 
younger pastors more involved in 
the denomination. His Timothy 
Barnabas ministry, founded in 1994, 
has as its focus mentoring, encour-
aging and challenging pastors, 
particularly younger ones. Hunt said 
he hopes to be “able to inspire the 
younger generation that’s coming be-
hind me to buy in and then step up 
to the plate and support [the SBC].”

Hunt also said he wants to boost 
Cooperative Program giving by 
showing Southern Baptists... ”espe-
cially the generation behind us”... 
“all that the Cooperative Program is 
doing.”

“[We should] spend more time 
showing what’s happening overseas, 
showing who’s being helped, show-
ing who’s being cared for,” he said. 
“[People then will say], ‘I want to 
give more to that source.’”

Hunt’s election came one day be-
fore messengers passed a resolution 
encouraging “all entities” to “strive 
toward a balanced representation 
of our ethnic diversity” and for the 
president and various committees 
to work with state conventions and 
local associations to “identity ethnic 
leadership” who can serve on boards 
and committees.

North American Mission Board
Meanwhile, the North American 

Mission Board (NAMB) unveiled an 
ambitious National Evangelism Ini-
tiative – named God’s Plan for Shar-

ing (GPS) – with the goal of having 
“every believer sharing” the Gospel 
and “every person hearing” by 2020. 
A television, radio and print me-
dia campaign will accompany the 
initiative and, NAMB officials say, 
it can be contextualized for both 
urban and rural settings. It is being 
launched in four languages: English, 
Spanish, Korean and Chinese. The 
initiative was developed by NAMB 

in conjunction with state and local 
Southern Baptist leaders with the 
encouragement of former SBC Presi-
dent Frank Page. [Additional infor-
mation is available at www.nei2020.
org.] The GPS initiative consists of 
four areas of focus: praying, engag-
ing, sowing and harvesting.

“Just imagine if every believer 
in North America started sharing 
the Gospel and every person heard 

that Gospel by the year 2020,” 
NAMB President Geoff Ham-
mond said.

Page is confident Southern 
Baptists will respond positively 
to the initiative. 

“As I have been around the 
country and around the world, 
the laypeople I have talked with 
are ready to get out and do some-
thing for Christ,” he said. “And 
I think given the proper motiva-
tion and direction, they’ll do it.”

Executive Committee Report
Executive Committee Presi-

dent Morris H. Chapman deliv-
ered a report to messengers on 
child sexual abuse prevention to 
coincide with a four-page Ex-
ecutive Committee report in the 
SBC Bulletin on the subject. 

Chapman told messengers 
that “sexual abuse is a growing 
crisis in this nation” and that 

WRAP-UP: Messengers elect Johnny Hunt president, launch 
evangelism initiative

Photo by Jonathan Blair 
President-elect Johnny Hunt, pastor of the First 
Church of Woodstock, Ga., and his wife, Janet, at 
the 151st session of the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion meeting June 10-11 at the Indiana Conven-
tion Center in Indianapolis. Hunt was elected 
president when he received 52. 95 percent of the 
vote over five other nominees.

Photo by Van Payne
When the 151st session of the Southern Baptist Convention convened at the Indiana Convention Center 
in Indianapolis June 10-11, more than 7,200 registered messengers and numerous guests from the more 
than 16 million-member denomination gathered from across the country to elect officers, conduct 
business and hear reports from its international and domestic missions entities and six seminaries. 

Photo by Matt Miller 
Billy Kim, left, a former pastor in South Korea and the 
former president of the Baptist World Alliance who 
is now president of the Far East Broadcast Company, 
receives the distinguished Baptist Statesman Award 
from Morris H. Chapman, president of the Southern 
Baptist Convention Executive Committee. Kim also 
received a resolution of appreciation from the the SBC’s 
Executive Committee on the first of the two-day 151st 
annual meeting of the Southern Baptist Convention 
June 10. The event at the Indiana Convention Center in 
Indianapolis is themed, “Fulfilling the Mission.”  
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“one sexual predator in our midst is 
one too many.” Sexual predators, he 
said, “must be on notice that South-
ern Baptist churches are not a har-
vest field for their devious deeds.”

“We must determine that when 
we know someone is a sexual preda-
tor, we will expose him and bring 
charges against him for his crimes, 
whether he is a pastor, a member of 
the staff or a member of the church,” 
Chapman said. “We cannot stand by 
and refuse to stand up against these 
vile criminals and allow them to 
practice their evil deeds.”

The report from the Executive 
Committee – submitted after two 
years of study – said the “potential 
threat of sex abuse” at the local 
church level “is tragically underap-
preciated.” The report urges church-
es to screen prospective volunteers 
and employees through the Depart-
ment of Justice’s national database, 
found at http://www.nsopr.gov. (A 
link also is available from www.sbc.
net.) The committee rejected sugges-
tions that it recommend creating a 
Southern Baptist database of sexual 
offenders. Such a database, the 
report said, would have its short-
comings.

“[U]se of the most comprehen-
sive database available was opted for 
over creating a database that would 
be limited in scope,” the report 
said. “Any convicted sex offender, 
regardless of religious affiliation, is 
already listed in the Department of 
Justice’s national database of con-
victed sex offenders.”

Resolutions
Messengers passed nine resolu-

tions, but one particular resolution 
concerning church membership and 
church member restoration seemed 
to stand out. As presented by the 
Committee on Resolutions, it urged 
Southern Baptist churches to “main-
tain a regenerate membership by 
acknowledging the necessity of spiri-
tual regeneration and Christ’s lord-
ship for all members, ... maintain 
accurate membership rolls for the 
purpose of fostering ministry and 
accountability among all members of 
the congregation and ... implement 
a plan to minister to, counsel, and 
restore wayward church members 
based upon the commands and prin-
ciples given in Scripture.”

That language stayed, but mes-

sengers approved two floor amend-
ments, including one amendment 
that added four new paragraphs. 
Among the most significant chang-
es, the new language urges SBC 
churches “to repent of the failure 
among us to live up to our professed 
commitment to regenerate church 
membership and any failure to obey 
Jesus Christ in the practice of lov-
ingly correcting wayward church 
members.” Additionally, the new 
language states that messengers 
“humbly encourage denominational 
servants to support and encourage 
churches that seek to recover and 
implement our Savior’s teachings 
on church discipline, even if such 
efforts result in the reduction in the 
number of members 
that are reported in 
those churches.” (A full 
copy of the resolution 
is available online at 
www.sbc.net/resolu-
tions/amResolution.
asp?ID=1189.)

Motions
Seventy Southern 

Baptists from 35 state 
Baptist conventions 
have been named to 
serve on the 2008-09 
SBC Committee on 
Nominations.

The Committee on 
Nominations will nomi-
nate people to serve on 

the SBC’s boards, 
commissions 
and committees. 
They will pres-
ent their report 
to the 2009 SBC 
annual meeting 
in Louisville, Ky. 
Maryland/Dela-
ware messengers 
elected to serve 
on the commit-
tee are: Harold 
M. Phillips, 
Pleasant View 
Church, Port 
Deposit, Md.; 
Richard S. Geb-
hardt, Calvary 
Church, Bel 
Air, Md.

The commit-
tee is made up of 
two people from 
each state con-

vention, with at least one layperson.
In each case, the church voca-

tional worker is listed first, followed 
by the layperson, along with their 
church names. Committee on Nomi-
nations members are selected by the 
SBC Committee on Committees.

Messengers offered 23 motions 
June 11 during the opening day of 
the Southern Baptist Convention’s 
annual meeting at the Indiana 
Convention Center, including six 
proposed changes to the SBC consti-
tution and bylaws.

Gearl Spicer, chairman of the 
Committee on Order of Business, 
told messengers, “It is the conven-
tion’s longstanding practice to refer 

motions which would change the 
SBC’s governing instruments to the 
Executive Committee for its consid-
eration.”

Referred to SBC Executive 
Committee:

– that Bylaw 10 be amended to 
provide that presidents of Southern 
Baptist Convention entities or the 
president of the Executive Commit-
tee are ineligible to serve as SBC 
president, submitted by Jack Wilk-
erson, a retired denominational em-
ployee and messenger from Judson 
Church, Nashville, Tenn.

– that Bylaw 10 be amended to 
change rules for runoffs of candi-
dates at SBC annual meetings, sub-
mitted by Scott Wilfong of Jefferson 
Church in Baton Rouge, La.

– that the bylaws be amended 
to establish additional criteria for 
denominational service, such as 
membership in churches supporting 
the Cooperative Program, absten-
tion from alcohol and support of the 
2000 Baptist Faith & Message or 
other parallel “declarations of faith,” 
submitted by Jeff Purvis, senior pas-
tor of First Church, Herculaneum 
Pevely, in Pevely, Mo.

– that Article III of the SBC 
Constitution be amended to provide 
that churches with a female senior 
pastor are not in cooperation with 
the SBC, submitted by Chuck Sams, 
church start and growth strategist 
of Ohio Valley Association in Cin-
cinnati and messenger from New 
Bethel Church in Cincinnati.

– that Article IV of the SBC 
Constitution be amended to limit 
SBC entity trustees to a single 

seven-year term of ser-
vice, submitted by Barrett 
Lampp, associate pastor of 
assimilation and pastoral 
care, Thomasville Road 
Church, Tallahassee, Fla.

– that the Executive 
Committee study and 
recommend bylaw changes 
to accommodate other 
events during the annual 
convention week, such as 
conferences and seminary 
classes, submitted by Ben 
Smith, pastor of First 
Church in Adel, Ga.

A motion submitted 
by Bill Sanderson, pas-
tor of Hepzibah Church in 

Photo by Matt Miller
Michael Catt, right, senior pastor of Sherwood Church, Albany, Ga., and 
president of the 2008 Pastor’s Conference, prepares to pray for Tony Dungy 
(center), head coach of the Super Bowl XLII Champion Indianapolis Colts and 
author of “Quiet Strength,” after Dungy spoke during the second day of the 
two-day conference. Dungy’s pastor, Ken Whitten, next to Dungy, of Idlewild 
Church near Tampa, Fla., and Steve Dighton, left, vice president of the 
Pastor’s Conference and pastor of Lenexa Church lay hands on him.

Photo by Jonathan Blair 
Engaging the audience of more than 7,000 registered messengers, Bill Gaither, 
founding member of the Gaither Vocal Band, far right, encourages the crowd June 
10 to sing along during day one of the two-day Southern Baptist Convention annual 
meeting at the Indiana Convention Center in Indianapolis. The award-winning 
group led in worship twice during the first session. Continued on page 20
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Wendell, N.C., called for a declara-
tion that Broadway Church in Fort 
Worth, Texas, is not “in friendly 
cooperation” with the Southern Bap-
tist Convention.

After an explanation by Spicer, 
messengers voted to refer the motion 
to the Executive Committee.

“The Broadway Church has not 
sent messengers to this convention, 
so this is not a credentials issue 
[that] must be resolved during the 
convention,” Spicer said. “Although 
the question of a church’s affiliation 
with the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion is a very vital issue, there is not 
sufficient time to deal with this is-
sue appropriately between now and 
[adjournment].”

Motions ruled out of order:
Six motions were ruled out of 

order by SBC President Frank Page, 
pastor of First Church in Taylors, 
S.C., who accepted the recommen-
dation of the Committee on Order 
of Business to do so after Spicer 
explained that motions may “request 
but not direct” an entity to take an 
action.

The motions ruled out of order:
– that the Holman Christian 

Standard Bible and certain other 
translations not be used in conven-
tion meetings or “official Conven-
tion literature,” submitted by Eric 
Williams, pastor of Long Prairie 
Church in Belle Rive, Ill.

– that all Southern Baptist 
seminaries make tuition and fees 
the same for on-campus students 
and those enrolled in online classes, 
submitted by Rodney Fry, pastor of 
the First Church in Lead Hill, Ark.

– that the convention provide 
disaster relief assistance to Watseka 
(Ill.) Church, whose pastor, Richard 
W. Reeder Sr., made the motion. 
Both Page and Spicer expressed 
hope that the church might find 
assistance either through disaster 
relief ministries already in place or 
from “sister churches” that might 
feel led to help the congregation.

– that recordings of the Pastors’ 
Conference and convention sessions 
be provided “at cost” to messengers, 
submitted by James Julian, pastor 
of Spring Creek Church in Chat-
tanooga, Tenn. Spicer commented 
that “complete coverage of all SBC 
sessions is already provided to every 
messenger online free of charge [at 
www.sbcannualmeeting.net]. How-
ever the Southern Baptist Conven-

tion has no ability to direct the 
Pastors’ Conference regarding the 
sale of its recordings.”

– that equipment for the hear-
ing-impaired be “offered to any 
messenger who might require it,” 
submitted by Regina Schrock, direc-
tor of children’s ministries for Fall 
Creek Church in Indianapolis. “The 
Executive Committee already pro-
vides services of this type that the 
messenger has requested,” Spicer 
stated.

– that “all colleges and univer-
sities and seminaries that receive 
Cooperative Program funds” be 
required to teach creation science, 
submitted by Harold Phillips, pastor 
of Pleasant View Church in Port 
Deposit, Md. “While the committee 
affirms all the Bible teaches about 
God and His creation, it’s outside 
the scope of the convention’s author-
ity to direct trustees which are not 
appointed by the Southern Baptist 
Convention or to exercise the author-
ity of any entity’s board of trustees,” 
noted Spicer, senior pastor of One 
Heart Church in Norcross, Ga.

Miscellaneous motions:
A motion to take a disaster relief 

offering designated for recent storm 
victims in Indiana was withdrawn 
after its author, Rick Reeder of 
Southside Baptist Church in Princ-
eton, Ky., was asked to do so by the 
Committee on Order of Business.

“The committee encouraged 
messengers who want to contribute 
to disaster relief in Indiana to send 
it to the North American Mission 
Board,” explained Spicer, adding 
that instructions for doing so would 
be published in a second-day conven-
tion bulletin.

Reeder, who is director of mis-
sions for the Caldwell-Lyon Baptist 
Association in Princeton, Ky., asked 
for his motion to be withdrawn and 
encouraged messengers to par-
ticipate in the NAMB offering. “We 
brought the Crossover [evangelistic 
effort] to Indianapolis during this 
convention, and hundreds have been 
saved,” Reeder said. “Why don’t we 
leave a lot of cash for disaster relief 
behind as well?”

A motion proposed by Jon 
Kittrell, pastor of Maybank Church 
in Hattiesburg, Miss., that SBC 
entities should plan convention 
events to be more family oriented 
or to provide childcare was referred 
to all SBC boards, institutions and 

Victor Benavides, the urban center 
evangelism coordinator for the North 
American Mission Board (NAMB) shares the 
Gospel June 5 using an EvangeCube with a 
resident of Blackburn Terrace apartments 
in Indianapolis, as part of an evangelistic 
outreach of Crossover’08. The outreach, 
co-sponsored by NAMB and the State 
Convention of Baptists in Indiana, preceded 
the SBC annual meeting. Through Crossover 
efforts, 759 people made professions of 
faith. Approximately 500 volunteers braved 
a rain-soaked weekend and participated in 
the event. Photo by Bob Carey 

Messengers attending the Pastors’ Conference had 
the opportunity to see a screening of “Fireproof,” the 
latest theatrical release from the makers of “Facing 
the Giants.” Large crowds -- one estimate placed the 
combined totals at more than 6,000 -- watched three 
screenings and responded during the movie credits 
with standing ovations. Fireproof, which will be 
released in theaters Sept. 26, focuses on the saving of a 
seemingly failed marriage.

The central Indiana flooding, said to be the worst 
since 1913, resulted in President Bush declaring 
29 counties disaster areas, qualifying them for 

federal assistance.  Disaster relief teams were 
deployed to assist in flooded areas June 8 as 

thousands of Southern Baptists converged on 
Indianapolis, site of the SBC annual meeting June 
10-11 at the Indiana Convention Center. Photo by 

John Swain

Donna Gaines,center, keynote speaker for the 
Pastors’ Wives Conference June 8 at the Indiana 

Convention Center and wife of Steve Gaines, 
pastor of the Memphis-area Bellevue Church 

in Cordova, Tenn., is encouraged before she 
speaks by Janice Thomas, left, of Keystone 

Church in Keller, Texas, and Suzanne Noblitt, of 
First Church in Springdale, Ark. The conference, 

themed “Knowing God,” precedes the June 10-11 
Southern Baptist Convention annual meeting in 

Indianapolis.  Photo by Jonathan Blair

Karen Willoughby, managing editor of the Louisiana Baptist 
Message and the Dakota Baptist newspapers, receives an Award 
of Excellence for demonstrating outstanding leadership in 
journalism June 8 at Gabriel Church in Indianapolis during the 
annual meeting of the Black Southern Baptist Denominational 
Servants Network (BSBDSN). Sid Smith, executive director of 
BSBDSN, hugs Willoughby as she accepts the award.  Photo by 
Matt Miller

Continued from page 19
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commissions.
Beauford Smith, pastor of Colfax 

(N.C.) Church, offered a motion that 
convention meetings should post the 
American flag with an honor guard 
representing the five branches of the 
U.S. military. Smith’s motion was 
referred to the Committee on the 
Order of Business.

Others motions referred to 
the Executive Committee in-
cluded:

– that the Executive Commit-
tee reconsider affiliation of the SBC 
with the Baptist World Alliance, 
submitted by Larry Walker of the 
First Church in Dallas.

– that the Executive Commit-
tee design and implement a form 
for standardized reporting by SBC 
seminaries, submitted by Ben Cole, 
Great Commission/discipleship min-
ister at Emmanuel Church in Enid, 
Okla.

– that the Executive Committee 
have the Baptist Faith & Message 
translated into the top five lan-
guages most used within the SBC, 
submitted by Alan Thompson, senior 
pastor of the First Church of Claire-
mont in San Diego.

– that candidates appear on the 
platform or their photos be shown 
to messengers during nomination 
times at annual conventions, sub-
mitted by William Blosch, pastor of 
First Church in Plantation, Fla.

– that the Executive Commit-
tee study how Articles 14 and 15 of 
the Baptist Faith & Message can be 
better implemented, submitted by 
Wiley Drake, pastor of First South-
ern Church in Buena Park, Calif.

No action was taken on a 
motion by Drake that the “Execu-
tive Committee ... lead our SBC to 
repentance and a new emphasis on 
biblical holiness and godly living.” 
Even so, Spicer said the committee 
“commends the high ideals and the 
actions expressed in the motion, not 
only to the Executive Committee but 
to all the entities and churches of 
the Southern Baptist Convention.”

Page said “any call for the 
Executive Committee to lead this 
Southern Baptist Convention in em-
phasizing elements of revival such 
as repentance, biblical holiness and 
godly living or purity certainly does 
transcend any parliamentary proce-
dure and certainly is a call from the 
heart of God that we honor.”

A single motion was referred to 

LifeWay Christian Resources asking 
that churches and associations be 
provided with video conferencing 
capability through the LifeWayLink 
product, submitted by Andy Perry-
man, director of missions from the 
Georgia Association in Washington, 
Ga., and messenger from the First 
Church in Greensboro, Ga.

In other matters:
-- International Mission Board 

President Jerry Rankin used part 
of his report to reflect on the rapid 
growth of the Gospel in the decade 
following the IMB’s “New Direc-
tions” campaign. Launched in 1997, 
New Directions was a paradigm 
shift that reorganized the board’s 
structure and strategy in order to 
intensify its focus on the world’s 
unreached people groups. Work-
ing closely with national partners, 
Rankin said those missionaries have 
seen baptisms double from 308,000 
in 1997 to more than 609,900 in 
2007. Numbers of new church starts 
also jumped dramatically, from 
3,352 in 1997 to more than 25,000 
last year. 

But much more needs to be 
done, Rankin said, if the world’s lost 
are to be reached. Dickie Nelson, re-
gional leader for IMB work in South 
America, told messengers that 
more than half of South America’s 
700-plus people groups still have 
little or no Christian witness.

Referencing worldwide tsuna-
mis, cyclones and earthquakes, 
Rankin said, “Multitudes continue 
to enter eternity never knowing that 
a Savior died for them. Do we not 
hear those in other countries and 
cultures crying out in despair and 
hopelessness like the disciples in 
the storm-tossed boat on the Sea of 
Galilee pleading, ‘Carest thou not 
that we perish?’”

– Messengers adopted resolu-
tions: urging Southern Baptists in 
California to work and vote for a 
proposed constitutional marriage 
amendment there and for all South-
ern Baptists and other Christians 
to pray for its passage; celebrating 
the 60th anniversary of the state 
of Israel and encouraging prayers 
on its behalf; calling for Congress 
to eliminate funding for Planned 
Parenthood – the nation’s largest 
abortion provider – and encouraging 
voters to evaluate political candi-

Royal Ambassador Crusader, Austin England, of First 
Church, Dickson, Tenn., prepares to race his car June 7 at the 

National Royal Ambassador Racecar Race at the Indiana 
State Fairgrounds in Indianapolis. The event, part of the 

100th anniversary of the Royal Ambassadors, precedes the 
June 10-11 Southern Baptist Convention annual meeting at 

the Indiana Convention Center.  Photo by Jonathan Blair

E.W. McCall, retired pastor of St. Stephen 
Missionary Church in La Puente, Calif., and a 
former president of the National African American 
Fellowship of Southern Baptist Convention, 
receives a plaque for his 38 years of service from 
Robert Anderson, pastor of Colonial Church, 
Randallstown, Md. The award was given June 9 at 
the annual banquet of the NAAF, SBC prior to the 
June 10-11 annual meeting of Southern Baptist 
Convention in Indianapolis. Photo by Matt Miller

Bobby Lane, a former IMB Xtreme Team missionary  
in the jungles of Peru, tells messengers during the 
IMB presentation June 11, “It doesn’t matter who 
you are or where you are in life. We’re all called 
to pray, give and some to go. One is not more 
important than the other. What matters is that 
we’re obedient to what God’s called us to do.” The 
presentation was given the last day of the two-day 
Southern Baptist Convention annual meeting at 
the Indiana Convention Center in Indianapolis.  
Photo by Jonathan Blair

Officers for the Conference of Southern Baptist Evangelists are, left to right, Reggie Lafaye, 
Heartland Worship Center, Paducah, Ky., assistant music director; Phil Glisson, vice president, 
Leawood Church, Memphis, Tenn.; Ron Herrod, president, Grace Church, Knoxville, Tenn.; Bob 
Smith, music director, Farley 

Community Church, Huntsville, 
Ala.; Margaret Allen, secretary 

and treasurer, First Church, 
Edmond, Ok.; and Braxton 

Hunter, recording secretary, 
Two Rivers Church, Nashville, 

Tenn., and a student at 
Trinity Theological Seminary 

in Evansville, Ind. Photo by 
Baptist Press

Newly elected officers for the 2009 Southern Baptist 
Pastors’ Conference are (left to right): Bruce Schmidt, 

pastor of Lamar Church, Arlington, Texas, vice 
president; Ed Litton, pastor of First Church, North 

Mobile, Ala., president; and James Peoples,pastor 
of Trinity Church,Keystone Heights, Fla., secretary. 

Elections took place June 9 in the afternoon session of 
the 2008 Southern Baptist Pastors’ Conference at the 
Indiana Convention Center in Indianapolis. The two-

day event precedes the June 10-11 Southern Baptist 
Convention annual meeting. Photo by Jonathan Blair

Continued on page 22
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dates based on their affiliation with 
the organization; and celebrating 
the 100th anniversary of the Royal 
Ambassadors while giving thanks 
for the tens of thousands of boys who 
have been saved and the more than 
two million boys who have gone 
through the program.

– LifeWay Christian Resources 
announced its 2009 Vacation Bible 
School themes. The theme of the 
main VBS line is “Boomerang Ex-
press: It All Comes Back to Jesus,” 
based on a visit to Australia. The 
Club VBS theme is “Truth Trek: 
Digging for God’s Treasures” and 
focuses on an archaeological dig. 

About 26 percent of the total num-
ber of baptisms in SBC churches in 
2007 were a direct result of VBS, 
said Jerry Wooley, VBS specialist at 
LifeWay.

– The Conference of Southern 
Baptist Evangelists utilized its 50th 
anniversary celebration to inaugu-
rate a “Hall of Faith” of individu-
als who have dedicated their lives 
to vocational evangelism. COSBE 
inducted 30 evangelists – both living 
and dead – into the hall.

– Bill Henard, pastor of Porter 
Memorial Church in Lexington, Ky., 
was elected first vice president, and 
John Newland, pastor of Fall Creek 

Church in Indianapolis, was elected 
second vice president. John Yeats, 
director of communications for the 
Louisiana Baptist Convention, was 
re-elected SBC recording secretary, 
and Jim Wells, director of missions 
for the Tri-County Association in 
Nixa, Mo., was re-elected registra-
tion secretary. John Marshall, pas-
tor of Second Church in Springfield, 
Mo., was elected to preach the con-
vention sermon at the 2009 annual 
meeting in Louisville, Ky.

– President Bush delivered a 
taped video message to messengers, 
thanking them for their defense 
of religious liberty and their work 

in reaching out to victims of natu-
ral disasters, such as Hurricane 
Katrina and the recent cyclone in 
Myanmar. “I’ve seen the good heart 
of Southern Baptists,” he said. He 
also thanked them for their defense 
of “the sanctity of life.” 

Next year’s annual meeting 
will be June 23-24 in Louisville, 
Ky. 

Michael Foust is an assistant 
editor of Baptist Press. 

With reporting by Mike Ebert, 
Tammi Reed Ledbetter, Mark Kelly, 

Tom Strode, Don Graham, David 
Roach and Polly House.

By Mike Ebert

INDIANAPOLIS (BP)—Geoff 
Hammond, president of the North 
American Mission Board (NAMB), 
unveiled a new National Evange-
lism Initiative to messengers of the 
Southern Baptist Convention in 
Indianapolis.

“Just imagine if every believer 
in North America started sharing 
the Gospel and every person heard 
that Gospel by the year 2020,” Ham-
mond said.

As part of NAMB’s report and 
presentation to the convention, 
Hammond outlined the broad focus 
of the initiative that has been devel-
oped by the mission board working 
in conjunction with state and local 
Southern Baptist leaders with the 
encouragement of SBC President 
Frank Page.

Prior to the annual convention, 
Page said he thought the most im-
portant part of the meeting would be 
the unveiling of the National Evan-
gelism Initiative, which he believes 
“is going to have great benefits as 
churches come together over the 
next 10 years to push stronger than 
ever in an evangelistic direction.”

Hammond said the initiative 
will be “multifaceted and flexible. 
It can be contextualized for your 
particular mission field, whether 
that is rural or urban.” The initia-

tive, called “God’s Plan for Sharing” 
(GPS), consists of four areas of focus 
-- praying, engaging, sowing and 
harvesting.

The prayer component of the ini-
tiative calls upon South-
ern Baptists to commit to 
pray for people who don’t 
have a personal relation-
ship with Christ and 
includes strategies such 
as community prayer 
walking, discovering new 
lost people for whom to 
pray, and lifting up the 
work of missionaries in 
North America.

The initiative also 
will lead Christians to 
engage in witness train-
ing and to begin new ef-
forts to reach out to those 
who do not know Christ. 
These include start-
ing evangelistic small group Bible 
studies, starting new churches and 
intentionally engaging in evange-
listic efforts in their neighborhoods, 
schools, workplaces and homes.

Third, the initiative will em-
phasize “sowing” by encouraging 
Southern Baptists to intentionally 
share the plan of salvation with the 
people around them.

Lastly, harvesting will encour-
age Christians and churches to 
celebrate God’s activity in the lives 

of those around them as He brings 
them to salvation.

Hammond shared a 30-second 
television advertisement designed to 
re-introduce Southern Baptists to a 

wide audience. The ad emphasizes 
how Southern Baptists minister to 
those in need and serve in crisis 
situations.

The ad will be made available to 
state Southern Baptist conventions 
and other Baptist partners who 
want to make it part of their local 
outreach campaigns. Radio, print 
and Internet ads also will be avail-
able. The video can be downloaded 
at www.wearesouthernbaptists.org.

The initiative will be available 

at first in four languages -- English, 
Spanish, Korean and Chinese.

Page said he is confident South-
ern Baptists will respond positively 
to the challenge presented in the 

National Evangelism Initiative 
to share the Gospel with every 
resident of North America.

“As I have been around the 
country and around the world, 
the laypeople I have talked 
with are ready to get out and 
do something for Christ,” Page 
said. “And I think given the 
proper motivation and direc-
tion, they’ll do it.”

Hammond acknowledged 
the initiative’s bold goals but 
said Southern Baptists should 
settle for nothing less.

“God positions us everyday 
with opportunities for sharing 
our faith,” Hammond said. “If 

you think of a GPS device, it 
helps get us to our destination. And 
our destination is every believer 
sharing, every person hearing by 
2020.” 

Mike Ebert is publications 
coordinator for the North 

American Mission Board. For more 
information about the National 

Evangelism Strategy, 
visit www.nei2020.org.

National Evangelism Initiative is launched

WRAP-UP: Messengers elect Johnny Hunt president, launch 
evangelism initiative
Continued from page 21

North American Mission Board President, Geoff Hammond
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INDIANAPOLIS (BP)—John-
ny Hunt, pastor of First Church in 
Woodstock, Ga., was elected presi-
dent of the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion on the first ballot, leading a slate 
of officers that included two new vice 
presidents and two re-elected secre-
taries.

Bill Henard, pastor of Porter 
Memorial Church in Lexington, Ky., 
was elected first vice president, and 
John Newland, pastor of Fall Creek 
Church in Indianapolis, was elected 
second vice president.

John Yeats, director of commu-
nications for the Louisiana Baptist 
Convention, was re-elected SBC 
recording secretary – a position in 
which he has served since 1997. Jim 
Wells, director of missions for the 
Tri-County Association in Nixa, Mo., 
was re-elected registration secretary 
for the sixth consecutive year.

John Marshall, pastor of Sec-
ond Church in Springfield, Mo., was 
elected to preach the convention 
sermon at the 2009 annual meet-
ing in Louisville, Ky. Larry Wynn, 
pastor of Hebron Church in Dacula, 
Ga., was elected as the alternate 
preacher, while Scott Allred, minis-
ter of magnification at Hunter Street 
Church in Hoover, Ala., was chosen 
as the music director for next year’s 
convention.

Five candidates in addition to 
Hunt were nominated for president: 
Frank Cox, pastor of North Metro 
First Church in Lawrenceville, Ga.; 
Avery Willis, retired senior vice pres-
ident of overseas operations for the 
SBC’s International Mission Board; 
William (Bill) Wagner, president of 
Olivet International University in 
San Francisco; Les Puryear, pastor 
of Lewisville Church in Lewisville, 
N.C.; and Wiley Drake, pastor of 
First Southern Church in Buena 
Park, Calif.

Out of the 5,856 ballots cast for 
president, Hunt received 3,100 votes 
(52.94 percent); Cox, 1,286 (21.96 
percent); Willis, 962 (16.43 percent); 
Wagner, 255 (4.35 percent); Puryear, 
188 (3.21 percent); and Drake, 45 (.77 
percent).

Hunt was nominated by Ted 
Traylor, pastor of Olive Church in 
Pensacola, Fla.

Traylor said he was nominating 
Hunt because of his “heart for the 
nations” and his “heart for the next 

generation.” Hunt will unite the con-
vention and “forge a hopeful future” 
focused on the Gospel and connected 
to local churches, Traylor said. 

According to Traylor, Hunt’s 
heart for the nations has 
been demonstrated in his 
church’s mission giving and 
participation. Last year 
alone, First Baptist gave 
$3.3 million to Southern 
Baptist mission causes, 
Traylor said.

Over the past 28 years, 
First Church has been 
responsible for planting 78 
new churches, Traylor said. 
He added that during Hunt’s 
time at Woodstock, the 
church has seen hundreds of 
people surrender to full-time 
Christian ministry and mis-
sion service.

Hunt’s heart for the next 
generation, Traylor said, has 
been illustrated through his 
Timothy Barnabas confer-
ences, which have reached 
25,000 young leaders during 
the past 20 years.

First Vice President
Of the 2,387 votes cast for first 

vice president, Henard received 1,748 
(73.23 percent) on the first ballot, 
defeating John Connell, pastor of 
Calvary Church in Savannah, Ga., 
and Crist Camden, retired pastor of 
Oconee Heights Church in Athens, 
Ga.

Connell received 377 votes (15.79 
percent) while Camden received 224 
(9.38 percent). Only 33.07 percent of 
registered messengers cast ballots in 
the first vice presidential election.

Henard was nominated by Kevin 
Ezell, pastor of Highview Church in 
Louisville, Ky.

Ezell cited Henard’s godliness 
and generosity as reasons why mes-
sengers should elect him first vice 
president.

“He sacrificially gives to his 
church and has led his church to be 
a sacrificial giving church,” Ezell 
said. “They give consistently over 15 
percent to the Cooperative Program. 
And this year Porter Memorial is 
celebrating giving over $7 million col-
lectively to the Cooperative Program 
in the life of that great church. He 

currently serves as the president of 
the Kentucky Baptist Convention.”

Henard is also a “goer,” Ezell 
said, sharing his faith frequently and 
teaching others to do the same as 

assistant professor of evangelism and 
church growth at Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. 

Henard serves as chairman of 
the board of trustees at LifeWay 
Christian Resources of the Southern 
Baptist Convention in addition to 
having chaired the search commit-
tee that brought President Thom S. 
Rainer to LifeWay, Ezell said.

Second Vice President
Newland defeated Doug Mulkey, 

pastor of Mt. Zion Church in Canton, 
Ga., in a runoff election.

Newland received 470 of the 
807 votes cast (58.24 percent) while 
Mulkey received 332 (41.14 percent).

On the first ballot Newland 
and Mulkey each received 769 votes 
(30.24 percent) to force the runoff. 
SBC President Frank Page said June 
11 that the election marked the first 
known tie in an officer election in 
convention history.

On the first ballot, Brian Fos-
sett, an evangelist from Dalton, Ga., 
received 582 votes (22.89 percent) 
and Jim Hamilton, executive direc-
tor of the Dakota Baptist Convention, 

received 381 (14.98 percent) out of 
2,543 cast.

John Rogers, missions/evan-
gelism team leader for the State 
Convention of Baptists in Indiana, 

nominated Newland, call-
ing him a Bible-believing, 
evangelistic leader. Newland 
served on the team that 
developed the strategy for 
Crossover Indianapolis at 
this year’s convention and 
will provide valuable leader-
ship for Crossover Louisville 
in 2009, Rogers said.

Recording Secretary
Yeats was the only nomi-

nee for recording secretary 
and was elected when Wells 
cast the ballot of the conven-
tion for him.

Tommy French, pastor 
of Jefferson Church in Baton 
Rouge, La., nominated Yeats.

“John is one of those 
outstanding leaders that 
I’ve known for many years,” 
French said of Yeats. “He is a 
man of biblical integrity, bold 
faith and exceptional skills. 

And since the Lord has brought him 
to Louisiana to our state convention, 
we’ve seen some marvelous things 
happen.”

Registration Secretary
Wells, the only nominee for 

registration secretary, was re-elected 
when Yeats cast the ballot of the 
convention.

When Randall James nominated 
Wells, he lauded Wells’ service as 
both a pastor and denominational 
worker as qualifying him for the of-
fice.

“He’s a godly man,” James said. 
“He’s a humble man, and he’s served 
the convention faithfully the last six 
years. He’s made some significant 
improvements, including express reg-
istration as well as online registra-
tion. He has blessed the registration 
process.” 

David Roach is a writer for 
Southern Baptist Theological 

Seminary. With reporting by Gary 
D. Myers of New Orleans Baptist 

Theological Seminary.

Hunt leads slate of new SBC officers

Officers elected during the 151st session of the Southern Baptist Convention 
meeting in Indianapolis June 10-11 are (left to right): Johnny Hunt, pastor 
of First Church, Woodstock, Ga., president; Bill Henard, senior pastor, Porter 
Memorial Church, Lexington, Ky., first vice president; John Newland, senior 
pastor, Fall Creek Church, Indianapolis, second vice president; John Yeats, 
director of communications for Louisiana Convention, recording secretary; 
and Jim Wells, director of missions for the Tri-County Association, Nixa, Mo., 
registration secretary. Photo by Jonathan Blair
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