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When Mary 
received 
the word 

from the angel Ga-
briel that she was 
going to bear the 
Son of God, her 
response to that 
moment was mag-
nificent. In fact, 
that’s what we call 
it: the Magificat. 
It’s found in Luke 
1:46-56. She says, 

“that all generations will call 
me blessed…”  Mary is blessed not 
because of what she did, but because 
of what she had experienced while 
doing it. We compliment her for the 
joy and gratitude she expressed in 
response to God’s grace to her at 
that moment.    

I mention Mary because it is 

her example that I want to emulate 
this Christmas. Too often we are 
bombarded with all the advertise-
ments and the hype that tries to 
make us feel like we are entitled to 
something spectacular for Christ-
mas. We begin to hear our loved 
ones ask, “What would you like for 
Christmas?” So many ideas…so 
many options! If we are not care-
ful, we can lose the joy, wonder, and 
gratitude of simply having what the 
Lord gives us…even on a daily basis.  
Hey, just to be alive, healthy, mobile, 
and connected to so many wonderful 
folks is, in themselves, enough for 
celebration.  

I don’t know how much scripture 
Mary knew at the time. She obvi-
ously knew a great deal because she 
begins to outline the many marvel-
ous deeds of the Lord down through 
history. I suspect she also knew full 

well the story of Job. It was Job, 
you recall, that made that great 
confession of perspective in the 
first chapter of Job. Following great 
calamity in his life, he exclaimed, 
“The Lord gave me what I had, 
and the Lord has taken it away. 
Praise (or blessed be) the name 
of the Lord!”

I think if Mary were alive today, 
she would sing that great new song 
by Matt and Beth Redman which 
says, “Blessed be Your name in the 
land that is plentiful, where Your 
streams of abundance flow, blessed 
be Your name.” That’s the easy 
verse. 

The last verse says, “Blessed be 
Your name on the road marked with 
suffering, tho’ there’s pain in the of-
fering, blessed be Your name.”  That 
one requires a little more maturity, 
of course. 

What I like most of all about 
this song is the conclusion:  “You 
give and take away, You give and 
take away; My heart will choose to 
say, Lord, blessed be Your name!”

This Christmas will you join 
me in simply being grateful to God 
for whatever He chooses to give us.  
Mary clearly understood this con-
cept. Like her, let’s be grateful for 
all the things God chooses to give us 
(or not) this Christmas. That’s some-
thing that even the best of wrapped 
gifts can never measure up to! 

The Apostle 
Paul was the 
master of the 

summary state-
ment. In Romans, 
for example, Paul 
delivers an exten-
sive discourse on 
God’s plan of justi-
fication despite his 
right to condemn 
all of us because 
of our sin. And 
then he master-

fully summarizes that whole section 
in one powerful statement in 6:23. 
“For the wages of sin is death, 
but the gift of God is eternal life 
through Jesus Christ.” That says 
it, doesn’t it?

Then in the middle of the letter 
Paul describes in depth God’s grace 
and how He works within us to 
transform us and sustain us day by 
day and summarizes that concept in 
8:28 with one of my favorite verses, 
“For we know that God can work 
all things together for good for 
those who love him and are 
called according to his purpose.” 
What would we do without Romans 
8:28?

In 1 Corinthians, Paul seeks to 

help a troubled church address its 
conflict issues through the power of 
God and shows them a better way 
to handle what they face in the well 
known love chapter. He then closes 
that part of the discussion with a 
great summary statement in 13:13. 
I like the way the KJV starts the 
verse and the way the modern trans-
lations end the verse. “And now 
abideth faith, hope, and love, 
and the greatest of these is love.” 
Hold that thought.

Having spent considerable time 
on the Gulf Coast of Mississippi, I 
have learned a healthy respect for 
hurricanes. When the local officials 
recommended that we evacuate, I 
evacuated . . . no questions asked....

Upon returning there were 
always stories told by those who 
remained behind. Most were scary 
and reinforced my wisdom in leav-
ing. I must confess to you that there 
is one experience I wish I could say 
that I had had. I would like to have 
experienced what it is like to be in 
the eye of a hurricane. Now under-
stand, I doubt I ever will, because 
you have to face many frightening 
things on the front and back end of a 
storm to get to experience the eye. 

Along that eye wall are winds 

that can gust beyond 150 miles per 
hour, bands of wind and rain, and 
unstable air that can spawn torna-
does. But in the eye itself the winds 
are minimal. The skies are relative-
ly clear. There are those who have 
even witnessed seeing stars in the 
midst of the eye. In the eye of the 
storm, people have been known to 
go outside to investigate the damage 
or tighten up some things that may 
have come loose in the first wave of 
the storm. But seasoned veterans 
know that that time is short-lived 
for soon the storm will resume its 
fury. And this time the winds will 
come from the opposite direction due 
to the circular nature of the storm.

The Corinthian believers were 
in the eye of a storm. They had 
already been pounded by the winds 
of division and conflict and im-
maturity and sin. Paul was trying 
to get them to make the necessary 
adjustments because he knew that 
the backside of the storm was about 
to hit. This time their internal fury 
would be joined by a strong and pow-
erful persecution from without.

I believe we as Maryland/Dela-
ware Baptists are in the eye of a 
storm. The first wave has felt mostly 
economic and cultural in nature. We 

have been investigating the damage. 
Unfortunately, we are learning that 
some of the damage has occurred 
because the man-made infrastruc-
ture we have built was shallow and 
without foundation and has col-
lapsed under the pressure. 

I fear, however, that the storm 
is not over. There is the backside 
of the storm yet to be experienced, 
and it may be a fiercer storm by 
far. However, we have some time to 
strengthen our cords and deepen our 
stakes. We have some time to adjust 
and prepare. Paul has given to the 
Corinthians and to us directions on 
how to prepare while we are in the 
eye of the storm. 

• We must strengthen our faith.
• We need to tell the story of 

hope.
• Finally, we need to figure out 

this love thing.
We still have a little time before 

the next wave of the storm hits. 
Dare we ignore the counsel of the 
Apostle Paul?

Now abideth faith, hope, and 
love, but the greatest of these is 
love. 

(David Lee’s message in its en-
tirety is available at www.bcmd.org)

In the Eye of the Storm—1 Cor. 13:13
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By Sharon Mager
For Embrace Baltimore

BALTIMORE, Md.—Ha-
zelwood Church member Debbie 
Neidhardt was overwhelmed. In 
July, she lost her job. In August 
her husband had a stroke and was 
hospitalized. Early in October, 
Debbie received a call that her 
husband was finally coming home. 
He would be in a wheelchair and 
she needed to prepare the house. 
As a newly baptized believer, 
Neidhardt immediately began 
seeking God’s help.  

Ed Reese, Hazelwood 
Church’s pastor, called Debbie 
to check on Bruce. Reese said he 
wanted to ask her about Faith In 
Action (FIA), a national program 
that that Hazelwood was partici-
pating in. Faith in Action’s goal 
is for churches to go out into the 
community to do missions and 
ministry instead of meeting at 
the church. Oct. 12 was the official 
Faith In Action day.  

Debbie assumed Reese was call-
ing to ask her if she was going to 
help. She already had over 20 pea-
nut butter sandwiches ready to take 
to children at a local family resource 
center for the homeless. “I told him 
we’re going to be there.” 

Reese surprised Debbie by say-
ing he wasn’t asking her to help, 
but that he wanted to know if she 
would like to be included in the FIA 
projects and have a team come help 
prepare the house for Bruce’s home-
coming. 

“I just lost it,” Debbie said, get-
ting teary eyed as she talked.  She 
cried and shared with Reese that 
she had just asked God for help. 

Sure enough, a team of church 
members came to the Neidhardt 
home and painted, fixed windows 
and basically did everything they 
could to help the family. 

In addition to helping the 
Neidhardt family, Hazelwood mem-
bers planted a memorial tree and 
did some landscaping at McCormick 
Elementary School and they provid-
ed lunch and crafts for children at a 
nearby family resource center.

Faith in Action is a national 
four-week campaign sponsored by 
Zondervan, Outreach and World Vi-

sion that encourages congregations 
to go outside of the church to serve. 
The campaign includes material 
for Sunday schools or small groups, 
daily devotionals and sermon out-
lines. Embrace Baltimore, a North 
American Mission Board initiative, 
provided training and support for 

Baltimore area churches. Darnell 
Ranson, Embrace’s director of com-
munity impact and Lily Blanco, 
community impact associate, coordi-
nated this year’s FIA for Baltimore 
churches. 

On the designated Sunday, 
church members either met for brief 
devotionals or closed the church 
building for the morning to go into 
their communities to show their 
neighbors that God and His church 
loves them. Many gathered after-
wards for a celebration dinner. 

Churches served their com-
munities in various ways and not 
all observed the Oct. 12 date, but 
adapted the FIA activities to meet 
their schedules. 

— Total Praise Fellowship 
Church members cleaned up trash, 
passed out flyers for a Halloween 
party and prayer walked on Satur-
day. On Sunday, they delivered sheet 
cakes to firehouses, police barracks 
and nursing homes. They also gave 
gift baskets to teachers, custodians, 
and the nursing and office staff 
at Hamilton Elementary/Middle 
School. 

David Spurrier, pastor of Total 
Praise, was thrilled with the week-
end “We’re doing it again in Decem-
ber,” Spurrier said. 

— Riverside Church members 

participated by giving away dog 
treats in Riverside Park and chat-
ting with the many dog owners who 
passed by.  

“We have about 20,000 people 
living within two miles of the church 
and only 1,900 have school-aged 
children,” Ward Holland, pastor of 
Riverside, said. “But they do have 
dogs,” he said. 

Riverside Church members also 
cleaned up around a local elemen-
tary school.

— Colonial Church members 
participated in many FIA projects 
including taking Bibles and care 
packages and singing at a local 
nursing home; teaching job skills 
to men and cleaning at an inde-
pendent living facility; taking girls 
from a home for troubled girls to a 
movie and shopping for clothing; 
giving blankets to the homeless to 
name a few. 

They also had an evangelistic 
team that was going door to door. 

Robert Anderson, senior pastor of 
Colonial Church, said altogether, 
200 church members participated. 
They distributed 400 Bibles, saw 
two people make professions of faith 
and planted hundreds of spiritual 
seeds. 

— Gallery Church members 
did their FIA projects on Saturday, 
Oct. 11. Members helped with a 
health fair, gave out hot dogs and 
drinks and hosted children’s games 
in the Lafayette/Jonestown area in 
Baltimore.    

— The Church on Warren 
Avenue conducted their FIA day 
on Oct. 19. Church members had a 
potluck dinner after worship then 
a painting team walked to the 
Baltimore Recreation Center and 
painted the center’s kitchen. Pastor 
Lyn O’Berry said the church has an 
ongoing partnership with the center.

— Crossway International 
Community Church’s Pastor Rob-
ert McCoy said their church’s FIA 
events  “went extremely well.” They 
worked at an assisted living home 
and packed shoeboxes for Operation 
Christmas Child. 

“It was truly a blessing to see 
our city and county churches put 
their faith in action in their commu-
nities,” Darnell Ranson said. “I am 
just overwhelmed to know that some 

of our pastors and their congrega-
tions saw the real value of sharing 
the love of Christ to those who live 
and work in their communities and 
ultimately removing the notion that 
the church only cares about itself.  
To God be the Glory!”    

Embrace Baltimore is planning 
another FIA weekend in spring, 

2009. For more information, contact 
Darnell Ranson or Lily Blanco at the 

Embrace Baltimore office, 
(410) 882-7888. 

Faith In Action—Church members leave their buildings to ‘be the church’ 

Members of Riverside Church chatted with dog owners in 
Riverside park and gave out doggie treats.
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WILD MEN WILD ALASKA
"Bring an Alaskan Adventure to Your Life"

Thrilling Book by Author & Alaskan Fishing, Hunting Guide
ROCKY MCELVEEN

Will Keep Audiences of All Ages on the Edge of their Seats as 
he Shares Spiritually Charged, 
 Life Changing Adventures! 

Bring a Wild Man from Wild Alaska to your Church for a Wild 
Game Dinner Night!

Call (800) 392-6210 or Visit us at 
www.Alaskan-Adventures.com or www.RockyMcelveen.com 

ROCKVILLE, Md.—Iglesia de 
Bautista de Washington, a church 
that joined the BCM/D last year has 
had a missions revolution and the 
children’s ministry initiated it.

When Guillermo Mangieri 
began pastoring the church in 2004, 
Iglesia Bautista de Washington al-
located missions funds through their 
budget, had some missionary mo-
ments and highlights, but Mangieri 
said there was a need to go further, 
walking in faith if they wanted 
to have a mobilized and involved 
church.  

“We needed to start giving 
sacrificially, according to what God 
says we have to give for missions,” 
he said. 

Mangieri’s father is a pastor, his 
mother is a seminary professor and 
his three brothers are pastors. His 
parents and grandparents, who were 
missionaries, instilled a global mis-
sions focus in Mangieri and taught 
him to be obedient to the Great 
Commission. 

Under Mangieri’s leadership, 
the Iglesia Bautista de Washington 
began hosting missions fairs, invit-
ing missionaries, especially Hispan-
ics, to come, speak, and get to know 
them.  

“I think it’s very important 
to get missionaries coming to the 
church,” the pastor explained. “And 
it’s important that the missionaries 
feel welcomed by the church.”

Church members meet mission-
aries at the airport; welcome them 
into their homes, learn from them 
and develop relationships with them.  

Mangieri began working to en-
courage the church to be intentional 
in teaching children about missions. 

The children’s department took the 
kids and their parents to the Inter-
national Mission Board’s Learn-
ing Center in Richmond, Va. That 
made a huge impression on both the 
students and their moms and dads, 
Mangieri said. 

In fact, when the pastor pitched 
a challenge to the congregation to 
dream about 
missions and 
what the 
church could 
do, the chil-
dren’s church 
committed to 
raise $1,000. 
Mangieri said 
the children 
really did sit 
down and 
come up with 
that amount 
as their goal. 
Then they 
worked to 
bring it in. 
They sold cookies, t-shirts and 
bookmarks and raised $1,200. That 
began to fire up the whole church! 

In 2005, the church, which 
had previously given $500 to mis-
sions, gave $5,000 – a 1,000 percent 
increase. The church caught the 
missions fire. In 2007 their offering 
was $10,700. 

The church began taking mis-
sion trips to North Africa, to Sene-
gal and Turkey, and at this moment 
they are going to South America 
(Argentina, Paraguay and Uruguay) 
supporting the IMB annual empha-
sis (men, women and youth going to 
the Nations). 

Before sending any teams, the 

church has a special prayer service. 
The children are always involved in 
praying for the outgoing teams. 

As teams go on mission trips 
and return, they bring their conta-
gious enthusiasm with them and the 
congregation continues to get excited 
and wants to do more. 

The church has always given to 

designated missions offerings such 
as Lottie Moon, Annie Armstrong, 
State Missions, etc. But now, they 
collect a weekly missions offering, so 
the church gives the whole year.

“It’s not part of the tithes or 
offerings. It’s what God has put in 
their hearts to support missions. It’s 
a faith offering,” Mangieri said. 

They also take a part of each 
worship service to dedicate to 
missions—a short presentation from 
a team, a testimony, or sharing of a 
special need. 

Iglesia Bautista de Washington 

members also do outreach in their 
own communities. They regularly 
have special prayer time for the lost 
and they give food to the needy. But 
Mangier said the church stresses 
relationship over event.

Mangieri said the three parts 
of missions are pray, give and go, 
but that we need to prepare more to 

go. The church 
wants to raise 
up missionar-
ies within their 
congregation. 
Currently one 
member has ap-
plied to the IMB 
to serve as a full-
time missionary. 

Iglesia Bau-
tista de Wash-
ington averages 
about 150 in ser-
vice each week. 
That’s a lot for a 
Hispanic church 
to sustain, Ro-

lando Castro, BCM/D language mis-
sionary said. Hispanic churches in 
the Baltimore/Washington area are 
always dealing with a lot of people 
in transition. They don’t have roots 
here so they move where they can 
find work, or they go home to their 
own countries. That will change as 
more Hispanics begin to settle, have 
children and develop deeper roots, 
Castro said. 

But for now, Iglesia Bautista de 
Washington just keeps being obedi-
ent and steadily works to plant and 
harvest in His mission field. 

Hispanic Church is revolutionized by missions effort

               BaptistLIFE is changing. In 2009, we are  
                 going to transform into a hybrid publication. Six 
of our issues will be printed and mailed to you just as we 
have always done. The other five issues will be electronic-
only via our website (www.baptistlifeonline.org). 
Simultaneously, we need you to go our website and sign 

up for an email version that will begin in 2009. This will be a 
‘breaking story’ and ‘extra features’ version. We must have your 
permission to push this email to you. You provide that permis-
sion by signing up to receive it. 

BaptistLIFE  
IN 2009: ONLINE EDITIONS
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By Sharon Mager
BCM/D Correspondent 

ROCKVILLE, Md.—La Iglesia 
Bautista de Washington, una iglesia 
que se unió a BCM/D el año pasado 
ha experimentado una revolución en 
misiones y fue el ministerio de niños 
el que la inició. 

Cuando Guillermo Mangieri 
inició su pastorado en el 2004, la 
Iglesia Bautista de Washington in-
cluía fondos para misiones en su pre-
supuesto y tenía algunos momentos 
misioneros destacados, pero había 
que avanzar, dar un paso mas de fe, 
si queríamos una iglesi movilizada, 
involucrada y movilizando estratégi-
camente, según Mangieri.

 “Debíamos empezar a dar sac-
rificialmente, lo que Dios dice que 
demos para las misiones,” dijo 

El padre de Mangieri es pastor, 
su madre profesora de seminario 
y sus tres hermanos son pastores 
también. Sus padres y abuelos que 
fueron misioneros infundieron en 
él un enfoque misionero global y le 
enseñaron a ser obediente a la Gran 
Comisión. 

Bajo el liderazgo de Mangieri, 
la Iglesia Bautista de Washing-
ton empezó a ser la sede de ferias 
misioneras, invitando misioneros, 
especialmente hispanos, para venir 
y hablar a la iglesia a fin de que esta 
les conociera.

 “Creo que es muy importante 
tener misioneros viniendo a la igle-
sia”, explicó el pastor. “Y es impor-
tante que los misioneros se sientan 
bienvenidos por la iglesia”  

Los miembros de la iglesia 
reciben a los misioneros en el aero-
puerto, los hospedan en sus casas, 
aprendiendo de ellos y desarrollando 
relaciones con ellos 

Mangieri empezó trabajando 
para animar a la iglesia a ser inten-
cional en la enseñanza de los niños 
acerca de las misiones. El depar-
tamento infantil llevó a los niños y 
a sus padres al ILC (International 
Learnig Center) de la Junta de 
Misiones Internacionales (IMB) en 
Richmond, Virginia. Eso produjo 
una enorme impresión tanto en los 
estudiantes como en sus padres, dijo 
Mangieri. 

De hecho, cuando el pastor 
lanzó el reto a la congregación de 

soñar acerca de las misiones y lo 
que la iglesia podría hacer, la iglesia 
infantil se comprometió a recaudar 
$1,000. Según Mangieri fueron los 
mismos niños los que se sentaron y 
decidieron el monto como su meta. 
Entonces empezaron a trabajar para 
realizarla. Vendieron gal-
letas, camisetas o remeras 
y marcadores de libros y 
recaudaron $1,200. Eso en-
cendió a la iglesia completa 

En el 2005, la iglesia, 
cuya ofrenda misionera 
anteriormente era de $500, 
dio $5,000. ¡Un 1000 % de 
aumento! La iglesia había 
captado el fuego misionero. 
En el 2007 su ofrenda fue 
de $ 10.700.-

La iglesia empezó a 
realizar viajes al norte de 
África, Senegal y Turquía, 
y en este momento están 
saliendo hacia Sudamérica 
(Argentina, Paraguay y 
Uruguay) en apoyo al énfa-
sis anual de la IMB. (hombres, mu-
jeres y jóvenes yendo a las naciones)

Antes de enviar a los equipos, la 
iglesia tiene un servicio de oración 
especial. Los niños están siempre 
envueltos en la oración por los equi-
pos misioneros.

Siempre que los equipos van al 
campo misionero y regresan, traen 
consigo un entusiasmo contagioso 
y la congregación continúa emocio-
nada y deseando hacer mas. 

La iglesia siempre da para las 
ofrendas de misiones designadas 
tales como Lottie Moon, Annie Arm-
strong, Misiones Estatales, etc. Pero 
ahora lo hacen como una ofrenda 
misionera semanal y no como un 
evento especial, de manera que se 
recolecta la ofrenda para misiones 
durante todo el año.  

 “No es parte de los diezmos o 
las ofrendas. Es lo que Dios haya 
puesto en sus corazones para apoyar 
a las misiones. Es una ofrenda de 
fe”,  dijo Mangieri 

Ellos también usan parte de 
cada servicio  de adoración para 
dedicarlos a misiones. Una corta 
presentación de un equipo, un testi-
monio o compartiendo una necesidad 
especial. 

Los miembros de la Iglesia Bau-
tista de Washington hacen también 

alcance en sus propias comunidades. 
Regularmente tienen tiempos espe-
ciales de oración  por los perdidos 
y dan comida para los necesitados. 
Pero la iglesia hace énfasis en las 
relaciones sobre los eventos, dijo 
Mangieri.

Mangieri dijo que las tres áreas 
de las misiones son orar, dar e ir, 
pero que ellos necesitan preparar 
más el “ir”. La iglesia desea levantar 
misioneros dentro de su propia con-
gregación. Actualmente uno de sus 

miembros ha aplicado para servir 
como misionero de tiempo completo 
con IMB.

La iglesia Bautista de Washing-
ton tiene una asistencia promedio 
de 150 en los servicios cada semana. 
Eso es mucho para una iglesia 

hispana, dijo Rolando 
Castro, Misionero 
de Lenguaje para 
BCM/D. Las iglesias 
hispanas en el área de 
Baltimore/Washington 
están siempre enfren-
tadas con mucha gente 
en transición. Ellos no 
tienen raíces aquí así 
que se mueven donde 
puedan encontrar 
trabajo o regresan a 
sus propios países. Eso 
cambiará en la medida 
en que mas hispanos 
se establezcan, tengan 
hijos y desarrollen 
raíces mas profundas, 
dijo Castro. 

Pero por ahora, la Iglesia Bau-
tista de Washington se mantiene 
obediente y sin cesar en el trabajo 
de plantar y cosechar en los campos 
misioneros del Señor. 

Iglesia Hispana revolucionada por esfuerzo misionero

Dr. James Merritt is the Senior Pastor 
of Cross Pointe, The Church at 
Gwinnett Center in Duluth, Georgia. 
His uncompromising preaching and 
leadership have brought phenomenal 
growth to the church where 
thousands attend each week. He is a 
past-President of the Southern Baptist 
Convention and is a noted author and 
speaker. He and his wife Teresa have 
been married for thirty years and 
have three sons; James, Jr., Jonathan 

and Joshua. The Merritts reside in 
Dacula, GA. 
Dr. Merritt is the speaker for Touching 
Lives which reaches millions around 
the world every week. His ability 
to apply Biblical principles to the 
problems and concerns of everyday 
life has made Touching Lives one of the 
most popular and respected broadcast 
ministries across the nation and 
around the world.

WATCH TOUCHING LIVES!
with DR. JAMES MERRITT

Sundays at 8:30am EST over
The Trinity Broadcasting Network 

(DIRECT TV Ch. 372)
Sundays at 8:30pm EST over

The Church Channel 
(DIRECT TV Ch. 371)

(Consult local cable affiliates in your 
area for channel allocations)

Hope and Encouragement for Life!
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By Sharon Mager
BCM/D Correspondent

BALTIMORE, Md.—October 
10 was a perfect fall evening to open 
the doors to a new art gallery in 
Baltimore. Entering the small café-
style storefront, visitors could smell 
fresh paint and drink in the artsy 
feel of the older 
building. About 
90 people, mostly 
in their 20’s and 
30’s, attended the 
show. They strolled 
from painting to 
painting, munched 
on cheeses and 
pastries, sipped 
chilled coffee 
and Thai tea and 
chatted with the 
artists. At one end 
of the room, chairs 
were set up in 
preparation for a 
music concert.

But this 
art enthusiasts’ 
evening wasn’t 
just a new show 
in town. It was 
the grand opening of a new meet-
ing place for The Light Church, a 
re-launch, located on North Charles 
Street, smack dab in the middle of 
Baltimore’s arts and entertainment 
district. The Light is working to 
represent Christ to Baltimore’s art 
community and to give local artists 
a chance to show and sell their art 
and to provide Christians with the 
opportunity to worship God in a 
fresh new way. 

Local artist Jason Pastrana’s 
work was displayed in the front 
room. Pastrana is part of The 
Light’s core group and works as a 
graphic artist for the Grace Life 
Network. The Light Church is one of 
three churches in the “network” and 
they share staff and resources to 
reach young people in Baltimore. 

One of Pastrana’s works shows 
Peter, slumped over, carrying an 
enormous net on his back looking 
fatigued. 

 “It shows the burden of being a 
fisher of men,” Pastrana explained. 
“It was a bigger burden than Pe-
ter realized it was going to be,” he 
reflected.  

Next to that is 
one of King David 
as a boy in the field. 
Behind him in the 
background is the 
cross, and around 
him is discarded 
battle equipment 
from the Philistine 
army. 

Pastrana tried 
to explain how the 
pictures were really 
digital images, using 
real models that are 
photographed. The 
photographs are then 
scanned and maneuvered. He cited 
all sorts of technical artistic pro-
cesses that the naked non-artist eye 
could not see or understand, though 

could definitely appreciate. 
Across from those photos were 

contemporary pictures of Norman 
Rockwell, Jimmy Hendrix and Andy 
Warhol. Pastrana explained that he 
tried to show what he perceived each 
artist’s version was of heaven. For 
example, Hendrix is clearly in the 
throes of musical ecstasy – perhaps 

his view of heav-
en. One of Pas-
trana’s favorites 
is his painting 
of Tito Puente, 
whom Pastrana 
describes as a 
legendary Latin 
American per-
cussionist. 

Jocelyn Boc-
chino, a mem-
ber of The 
Light Church, 
a graduate of 

the Maryland Institute College of 
Art and currently an art teacher, 
displayed figurative art. One work 
showed brilliant metallic red with 

a large blue green splash slicing it. 
Bocchino hadn’t named the work as 
of the evening but was considering 
“Red Sea.”  Looking at it, one could 
imagine the blue green flash in the 
middle being like a bolt of lightning 
or the hand of God dividing the sea 
for the Israelites. But that was just 
this viewer’s thoughts. Bocchino 
said she is very careful about nam-
ing her works. She wants to give 
viewers a place to start and then 
allow their minds to wander along 
where their imaginations take them. 

 “Art is very spiritual,” Bocchino 
said. As a Christian, she shared 
she is free to acknowledge God and 
incorporate her faith in her works.

 “Her passion for the Word and 
for art and how it comes together is 
amazing,” Bill Pitts, pastor of The 
Light, said. 

The inaugural display ran 
through mid-November. A new show 

opens at 7 
p.m. on Dec. 
5. Several 
local artists’ 
works will be 
displayed, and 
there will be 
food and live 
music. 

In addi-
tion to the 
art shows 
and Sunday 
worship, the 
church has 
movie nights 
and worship, 
music and art 
nights where 
folks can 
paint, use clay, 
draw with 
markers and 
basically ex-
plore their cre-

ativity during worship. The church 
is also planning music concerts and 
poetry nights. For more information 
see www.atthelight.org. 

The Light Church hosts first art show

New Art Show oPeNS DeCember 5
www.Atthelight.org

Photo by Sarah Nix

Photo by Sarah Nix
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By Shannon Baker
BCM/D National Correspondent

SILVER SPRING, Md.—Each 
December, Southern Baptist church-
es collect the Lottie Moon Christ-
mas Offering for the sole purpose of 
supporting international missions. 
The entire offering goes to the Inter-
national Mission Board’s overseas 
budget, supporting missionaries and 
their work. The goal for the 2008 
offering is $170 million.

But who is Lottie Moon?
According to John Allen Moore, 

who wrote a biography about her, 
Lottie was a hard-working, deep-
loving Southern Baptist who labored 
tirelessly so her people group could 
know Jesus. 

Throughout her career of service 
(39 years as a missionary, chiefly 
in Tengchow and P’ingtu, China, 
where she taught girls’ school and 
often made trips into the country’s 
interior to share the good news with 
women and girls), Lottie wrote nu-
merous letters home, urging South-
ern Baptists to greater missions 
involvement and support. 

One of those letters triggered 
Southern Baptists’ first Christmas 
offering for international missions—
and became the predecessor of 
today’s Christmas offering. 

Born Charlotte Digges Moon 
to affluent parents Anna Maria 
Barclay and Edward Harris Moon, 
who were staunch Baptists, Moon 
grew up on the family’s ancestral 
fifteen-hundred-acre tobacco planta-
tion called Viewmont, in Albemarle 
County, Va. 

Lottie was third in a family of 
five girls and two boys. Lottie was 
only 12 when her father died while 
on a business trip.

Despite dedicated Christian 
parents, Lottie rebelled against 
Christianity until she was in col-
lege. In December 1858, after at-
tending a series of revival meetings 
led by John Broadus, the founder of 
the Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Lottie dedicated her life 
to Christ and was baptized at First 
Baptist Church of Charlottesville, 
Va.

Lottie attended Albemarle Fe-
male Institute, the female counter-
part to the University of Virginia. In 

1861, she was one of the first women 
in the South to receive a master’s 
degree.

It is said that Lottie spoke 
numerous languages: Latin, Greek, 
French, Italian and Spanish. She 
was also fluent in reading Hebrew. 
Later, she would become expert at 
Chinese.

There were very few opportuni-
ties for educated females in the 
mid-1800s, though her older sister 
Orianna became a physician and 
served as a Confederate Army 
doctor during the American Civil 
War. Lottie helped her mother 
maintain the family estate during 
the war, and afterward settled 
into a teaching career. She taught 
first in Danville, Ky., then in 
Cartersville, Ga., where she and 
her friend, Anna, opened Carters-
ville Female High School in 1871. 

To the family’s surprise, 
Lottie’s younger sister Edmonia 
(“Eddie”) accepted a call to go 
to North China as a missionary 
in 1872. Not long after, Lottie 
felt her call to China “as clear 
as a bell” in February 1873 after 
the Cartersville Baptist pastor 
preached about missions. 

On July 7, 1873, the then-
called Foreign Mission Board 
officially appointed Lottie as a 
missionary to China, where she 
joined her sister in Tengchow.

She was 32 years old. 
In those days, missionary ap-

pointment generally was “for life.” 
There were no regular furloughs 
or retirement.

When Lottie finally arrived in 
Shantung Province (then considered 
the most densely populated province 
on earth) she began studying the 
language. A quick study, she also 
adopted traditional Chinese dress, 
and she learned China’s history and 
customs.

Early in 1878, Lottie opened a 
girls’ boarding school for higher-
class Chinese with the explicit pur-
pose of evangelism. She also devoted 
much of her time to village visits, 
where she would tell children Bible 
stories and teach them catechism 
and songs.

“As I wander from village to 
village,” Lottie said, often working 
without the support of fellow mis-

sionaries, “I feel it is no idle fancy 
that the Master walks beside me, 
and I hear His voice saying gently, ‘I 
am with you always, even unto the 
end.’”

At the same time, she wrote to 
encourage Southern Baptist women 
to organize, convention-wide, to 
study and support missions. Her fa-
mous article, published in December 

1887 in The Foreign Mission Jour-
nal, contrasted the cheerful giving 
of Methodist women versus the lack 
of giving from her own Southern 
Baptists. 

She urged Southern Baptist 
women to follow the Methodists’ ex-
ample of observing the week before 
Christmas as a time of prayer and 
giving for missions. 

With great support from H.A. 
Tupper, then corresponding secre-
tary of the Foreign Mission Board, 
and Annie Armstrong, then corre-
sponding secretary for the Woman’s 
Missionary Union, the first Christ-
mas offering was taken in 1888. The 
goal was $2,000. 

The result was $3,315.26, 

enough to send three single mission-
aries to China.

During these years Lottie lived 
mostly in Pingtu but managed to 
get to Tengchow to give orientation 
to these new single women mis-
sionaries. By 1893, there were eight 
Southern Baptist missionaries who 
made up the north China mission. 
In 1898, Lottie began a day school 

for boys and girls together, an 
innovation for Chinese. 

Later, despite war and rising 
persecution, she organized other 
schools to help meet the new, 
widespread desire for education, 
still using the Christian cat-
echism and Bible stories as basic 
texts, plus courses in arithmetic, 
geography and classical Chinese 
literature.

In the fall of 1911, women 
from three women’s missionary 
societies met in Lottie’s living 
room and organized the Woman’s 
Missionary Union of North Chi-
na. They elected Lottie president.

Then, in 1912, during a time 
of war and famine, Lottie’s com-
pound was no longer an infor-
mal training school for Chinese 
women but a hostel for the ill 
and indigent. Knowing that the 
Chinese to whom she ministered 
didn’t have enough food, Lottie 
silently starved. 

Her fellow Christians saw 
the ultimate sign of love: giving 
her life for others. 

On Christmas Eve, Lottie 
died aboard a ship in the Japa-
nese harbor of Köbe on Dec. 24, 

1912. She was 72 years old. 
Six years later, the Woman’s 

Missionary Union named the an-
nual Christmas offering for inter-
national missions after the woman 
who had urged them to start it.

Lottie’s legacy lives on. 
And today, when gifts aren’t 

growing as quickly as the number of 
workers God is calling to the field, 
her call for sacrificial giving rings 
with more urgency than ever. How 
much does your church plan to give 
to the Lottie Moon Christmas Offer-
ing this year? 

--Source: Lottie’s Biography, By 
John Allen Moore, International 

Mission Board

Remembering the life and ministry of Lottie Moon
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Arundel Association

The Christian rock band, Holy 
Smoke, will play at  “Saturday 
Night Live,” a coffeehouse hosted 
by North Arundel Church, Glen 
Burnie, on Dec. 20. 

The Church at Severn Run 
offers occasional date nights, pro-
viding babysitting for children ages 
three months to 12-years-old to give 
couples a chance to take a breather 
and relax with each other. 

Riva Trace Church, David-
sonville, will participate in winter 
relief December 22-29. Over 30 
churches in Anne Arundel County 
participate, basically turning their 
facilities into emergency home-
less shelters for a week during the 
winter. Church members pick up 
the guests in the evenings from an 
intake center in Glen Burnie and 
transport them to the church. Riva 
volunteers provide meals, transpor-
tation and help with laundry. They 
also spend time with the guests, 
playing checkers, chess, and cards 
and watching movies. The church 
members also seek opportunities to 
share Christ. 

Baltimore Association 

The Gleaners, a women’s Bible 
study and prayer group, of Beacon 
Church, White Marsh, will meet 
on Dec. 14 at 6:30 p.m. to celebrate 
Jesus’ birth - what a special gift! 
For more information email: godis-
lovejohn316@live.com or go to www.
beaconbaptistsbc.org.

Members of First Church, 
Dundalk, distributed coffee and 
donuts at Eastpoint Mall beginning 
at 4 a.m. on black Friday as a com-
munity outreach. 

The church’s children’s minis-
try hosted a movie night for kids. 
Children ate pizza and snacks and 
watched a movie about David and 
Goliath. 

Stauros, a ministry to those 
struggling with addictions, meets 
at White Marsh Church. Stauros 
Group members are building “Elim” 
houses. John Burghauser, Stauros 
pastoral care worker, explained that 
the  group has friends, Rock and 
Margie Stemple, who own seven 
acres of property near Skycroft Con-
ference Center.  

“When we have our men’s 

retreats and women’s fellowship, 
we spend the first part of our day 
at their home. The ladies stay 
overnight and the men travel to 
Skycroft. The Stauros group was 
seeking a place for a man or woman 
to go for short times for some needed 
rest and to spiritually recharge,” 
Burghauser said. As  the group 
prayed, God put it on the Stemples’ 
hearts to have a few cabins built on 
their property for that purpose. Now 
the group has been busy building 
the cabins.

“As I was praying, I thought 
about ‘Elim’ in Exodus 15:27. It was 
the place of rest for the Israelites 
after Egypt. We have named this en-
deavor the same because it is a place 
of rest, Burghauser explained.

“… the entire structure is being 
built by those associated with Stau-
ros. It is a great time of fellowship. 
One man said he felt like he was in 
the first two chapters of The Wild 
Heart by John Eldridge,” Burghaus-
er said. 

The Church on Warren Av-
enue, Baltimore, served as a water 
station for runners for the Baltimore 
Marathon. Volunteers cheered run-
ners on and gave them water as they 
passed the church. 

Warren Fine Arts Academy of 
Music now offers private and group 
lessons in chamber music for vio-
lin, viola, cello and piano. The new 
academy is under the leadership of 
classical musician Michael Gamon, 
the church’s new minister of admin-
istration. 

The academy’s first recital was 
in October and featured the works 

of Brahms, Bach and Schubert. In 
November, students played “Four 
Seasons” by both Vivaldi and Piaz-
zla. 

For registration or more infor-
mation, call (410) 752-7833 or email 
warrenfinearts@gmail.com.

The Church on Warren Avenue 
(TCOWA) is engaging its community 
in a variety of ways. They host a 
contemporary/flexible worship ser-
vice called “The Vine” on Tuesday 
nights at the church. “The River” is 
a campus ministry at Peabody Con-
servatory sponsored by TCOWA. In 
addition, the church is working with 
the Sharp Leadenhall Community, 
offering Bible studies on Tuesdays. 

Woodbrook Church, Balti-
more, members filled gift bags for 
homeless shelters to distribute dur-
ing the holidays. 

The church is also going green 
with “operation joy.” Church mem-
bers are being urged to recycle their 
gift bags cards and ribbons and 
their gently used clothing to help 
people in need in Appalachia. 

Church volunteers are also 
collecting toys, books, cold weather 
clothing, toiletries, and other items 
to give to poor people in the Appala-
chia area. 

Riverside Church, Balti-
more, has been studying about 
various religious groups including 
Muslims, Jehovah’s Witnesses and 
Mormons. 

Shelbourne Church leads in 
an evangelistic service at the Bal-
timore Rescue Mission every fifth 
Monday of the month. 

Blue Ridge Association

Faith Church, Knoxville, 
reaches out to the community by 
hosting Mission of Mercy, a national 
organization that provides free med-
ical and dental services to the com-
munity. The church also operates a 
clothes closet, providing lightly used 
clothing. Pantry on the Go comes to 
the church monthly bringing food 
donations. 

The church’s prayer room is 
open during these ministries for 
those who want prayer and spiritual 
counseling. 

Delaware Association
 
Iron Hill Church’s “Common 

Ground Café” will host Ray See-
mans at 7:07 p.m. on Dec. 6. Seeman 
is a singer/songwriter and is founder 
of “Through Me to You Ministries.” 
To read more about him and the 
ministry see http://tmty.org. 

Ogletown Church had an 
adult singles ministry Christmas 
celebration dinner. Al Demers, cam-
pus coordinator at Ogletown, was 
the guest speaker. The participating 
singles, aged 50 and older, fellow-
shipped, ate and sang carols. They 
also had a Christmas ornament 
exchange.  

Eastern Association

Children at First Church, 
Easton, collected nine-volt batteries 
and donated them to the Easton fire 
company to give to needy families in 
Talbot County.   

The church will have a chil-
dren’s Christmas party on Dec. 13. 
Children are encouraged to bring 
new wrapped toys for kids in need. 

The children will present the 
musical “No Wonder!” on Dec. 17. 
Light refreshments will be served 
afterwards.

Mid-Maryland Association

The ladies at Friendship 
Church, Sykesville, had a night 
out to fellowship enjoying a light 
dinner together followed a craft 
demonstration then hands-on craft 
time. 

Bethel Church, Ellicott City, 
is successfully drawing the com-
munity to the church through their 
“Financial Peace University.” Forty 

Stauros group members build cabins on property near Skycroft Conference Center.

Eastern

Mid-Maryland

Delaware

Blue Ridge

Baltimore

Arundel
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people enrolled in the September 
session. Most are not members.

Montgomery Association

Colesville Church, Silver 
Spring, had a unique fellowship 
event—a  recorder concert followed 
by a “chocolate feast.”

The church offers a continental 
breakfast every Sunday morning 
prior to Bible study. 

Seven Locks Church, Poto-
mac, will have a Christmas craft 
night on Dec. 7 with fun activities 
for the whole family. 

The church will have an old 
fashioned Christmas sing at 6:30 
p.m. on Dec. 14. Seven Locks will 
have its annual Christmas Eve com-
munion service.

Potomac Association

Bayside Church, Chesapeake 
Beach, had a welcome luncheon for 
their new youth pastor, Glenn Swan-
son, and his family.  

Christian Fellowship of 
Calvert, Owings, members will 
take presents to patients at the 
Children’s Hospital Cancer ward 
this month. 

Christian Unity Church, 
Waldorf, had a comedy café last 
month. Guests came for dinner and 
a comedy show. 

Hughesville Church had a 
western themed chili cook-off as a 
fellowship/outreach. 

Youth at Hughesville collected 
blankets and socks and will dis-
tribute them to homeless people in 
Washington, D.C., this month. 

Nanjemoy Church will have a 
youth movie night on Dec. 5. Teens 
will eat dinner together, watch a 
double feature movie and munch on 
popcorn. 

The church is gearing up for 
its holiday programs including a 
Sunday school Christmas program, 
carols by the choir and a candlelight 
Christmas Eve service. 

Sung Yang is the new pastor of 
Waldorf Korean Church, current-
ly meeting at Trinity Church.

Kingdom Church, Waldorf, 
has a Christian Gospel Concert the 
first Friday of each month. 

  
Prince George’s Association

Kent Church, Landover, has 

a new arts program called “Revela-
tion Ministry.” About thirty mem-
bers are participating, using their 
artistic abilities including acting, 
dancing, modeling, fashion design 
and music to glorify God. 

The ministry had its first event 
in October called “Entertainment 
Night.” Director Mandrill Solomon 
said for two hours participants 
entertained with a variety of musi-
cal skits. One was called “The Flesh 
Family,” about a mom, dad and their 
ten children with names like “glut-
tony” and “vanity.” The “children” 
terrorize the community and the 
parents praise them for their evil 
deeds. Solomon wrote the skit along 
with Mary and Kenya Rhodes. 

Solomon said “Revelation” is 
about change, and about offering 
Christians a chance to use their 
talents and to have fun. 

Sixty-two women from Ketter-
ing Church, Upper Marlboro, 
attended the annual women’s enrich-
ment retreat, “Stepping Forward in 
Faith: Moving Beyond Your Comfort 
Zone” at a retreat center in Penn-
sylvania. The focus was on Esther 
4:13-16. 

The church’s employment min-
istry hosted an employer forum. 
Recruiting experts from Lockheed 
Martin, Raytheon and Graham 
Staffing services gave members and 
friends employment advice. 

Whitehall Church, Accokeek, 
will host “warm nights” on Dec.14-
21. The church will open the doors of 
the building and their hearts to the 
area’s homeless, giving them a warm 
place to sleep, food, and friendship. 

The church is preparing for 
Christmas with an assortment of 
special activities including a Christ-
mas craft shop, cookie decorating, 
and a children’s concert. Other 
events include the annual hanging 
of the greens, a Christmas din-
ner, a presentation of “On this very 
night” by the sanctuary choir and a 
Christmas Eve service of praise and 
adoration. 

Susquehanna Association 
  
Real Life Church, Abing-

don, members visit residents at the 
Parkview Senior Apartments on the 
first Sunday of each month for wor-
ship. 

North Harford Church has 
family basketball nights every other 
Tuesday in the gym. 

The church will have a Christ-
mas cantata on Dec. 21 and a 
Christmas Eve service. 

Towne Church, Joppa, called 
Aaron Stewart as pastor of music 
and administration and Ron Slayton 
as associate pastor. 

  

Grace Church, Cumberland, 
will have its birthday party for Je-
sus on Dec. 21. They’re also making 
plans for a Christmas craft day. 

BCM/D 
December & 

January 2009 Events

December
Nov. 30-Dec 6  Week of Prayer for 
International Missions and Lottie 
Moon Christmas Offering (ext.231)
1-3 Elevate!, BMRC, 8:30 am-4 pm, 
For church planters of churches 
from 3-7 years old (ext. 225)

4 Tax and Legal Issues Seminar for 
Church Planters, BMRC, 9 am-3 pm 
(ext. 222)

12 New Church Planters 
Roundtable, BMRC, 9:30 am-noon 
(ext. 222)
24-Jan. 4 BMRC Closed for 
Christmas and New Years

January 2009
8  Music/Worship Connection, 
BMRC, 9 am-noon (ext. 214)

9-10 Pray and Preparation Retreat, 
Skycroft, Fri. 2 pm - Sat. 2 pm For 
Church Planters (ext. 222)

10  Music/Worship Connection, 
BMRC, 9 am-noon (ext. 214)

23 Weekday Education Directors 
Support Network, BMRC, 10 am-
2:30 pm (ext. 233)

27 Ministers Tax Seminar, BMRC, 
9am - 1 pm (ext. 207)

30-31 Focused Living for Church 
Planters, BMRC, Fri. 6 pm - Sat. 2:30 
pm (ext. 222)

For detailed information, 
go to www.bcmd.org/calendar or 
call 1-800-466-5290 and dial the 

extension listed.

LATEST BCMD.E-QUIP.NET 
TRAINING RESOURCES AVAILABLE

MOST RECENT ADDITIONS

• Piano Techniques for Praise Band
• Creative Worship in Practice with 

Q&A (Part 2 of 4)
• Creative Worship - Brainstorm (Part 3 of 4)
•  Creative Worship - Artists & Pastors Working 

Together (Part 4 of 4)
•  Creative Worship - Artists & Pastors Working 

Together (continued) (Part 4 of 4)
•  Media on a Shoestring Budget
• From Organist to Praise Band: Going 

Traditional to Contemporary

Montgomery

Potomac

Prince George’s

Susquehanna

Western
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By Sharon Mager
BCM/D Correspondent

DOVER, Del.—The Baptist 
Convention of Maryland/Delaware 
had its 173rd annual meeting on 
Nov. 10-11 at the Sheraton Dover 
Hotel. The theme was “Tell the story 
of Hope, based on Romans 5:2, “…
And we rejoice in the hope of the 
glory of God.” Speakers throughout 
the two-day meeting spoke of the 
storm the world is in and warned 
that more is yet to come. The good 
news is that believers in Christ 
Jesus have the hope the world so 
desperately seeks. 

Three-hundred twenty-five 
messengers and 78 guests strolled 
by booths, attended meetings, saw 
familiar brothers and sisters in 
Christ and met some new “family 
members.”

 New this year was a chance to 
blog throughout the meeting. Folks 
could sign in and blog during meet-
ings, at the communications booth 
or in their rooms. Everyone had an 
opportunity to share their thoughts 
anytime during the meetings and 
beyond. This year’s meeting was 
also condensed into three instead of 
four sessions.  

Election of Officers
Messengers unanimously elected 

Byron Day, Emmanuel Church, 
Laurel, Md., as president; Robert 
Lilly, Catonsville Church, first vice-
president; Harold Phillips, Pleasant 
View Church, Port Deposit, second 
vice-president; Gayle Clifton, Upper 
Seneca Church, recording secretary 
and William George, Kensington  
Church, assistant recording secre-
tary.  

GMB Report
Ron Stanley, pastor of First 

Church, Suitland, and General 
Mission Board (GMB) president, 
introduced the GMB report. BCM/D 
Executive Director David Lee told 
messengers, “Irony describes where 
we are and where we have been.”

Lee cited the year’s successes 
including 28 new church starts, 
large attendance and responses at 
the youth evangelism conference, 
growth at the Ocean City resort 
ministry and the launching of a 

new resort ministry in the western 
association, phenomenal growth in 
women’s ministries and ministers’ 
wives events, the growing use of 
bcmd.e-quip.net, the online training 
program and Sky-
croft Conference 
Center’s growth. 
“We may be doing 
some of our best 
work,” Lee said. 

We are also 
facing some great 
financial challeng-
es that are dra-
matically affecting 
us, he said. 

Lee said the 
projection for 
the Cooperative 
Program (CP) 
budget was $5.3 
million, an in-
crease of $235,000 
over 2007. But as 
of Sept. 2008, re-
ceipts were trail-
ing by $192,533. 
In 2009, the goal is $4.6 million in 
CP funding, a reduction of $735,000 
in total budget from 2008.

Lee told messengers the General 
Mission Board has been working 
to balance the budget from reserve 
funds. 

How did we get here? Lee asked. 
One reason, he explained, was that 
the projections were too bold. “We 
couldn’t anticipate the severity of 
the economic meltdown,” he said. 

Other causes include: key giving 
churches have been without pas-
tors; several churches are undergo-
ing building programs which are 
squeezing their budgets; and there’s 
a lack of understanding about what 
the Cooperative Program is and its 
value. 

In response to the situation, 
Lee said the convention is freezing 
accounts, eliminating some staff 
positions and halting 2009 salary 
increases. BCM/D will continue to 
honor its commitments to its part-
ners and take care of missionaries 
to the best of its ability. [See article 
“Lee tells messengers some things 
will not change.”]

Messengers adopted a $6.2 
million BCM/D budget and a $1.8 
million Skycroft budget. 

In other business, messengers 
unanimously approved recommenda-
tions to change the BCM/D constitu-
tional by-laws to add Acts 1:8 to the 
BCM/D mission statement and to 

change the word “audit” to “review” 
in Article VIII section 2. Messen-
gers voted to pass the recommenda-
tions last year but they required a 
second reading. 

Monday afternoon session  
Rick Hancock, BCM/D presi-

dent, called the meeting to order. 
“Calling Levi” led worship. The 
BCM/D Owls (older, wiser, lov-
ing seniors) shared the opening 
scripture, Romans 5:1-5, via video 
presentation. Larry Dela Cruz, 
Healing Water International Bible 
Church, opened in prayer. Delaware 
Association director of missions, 
Jim McBride, introduced Dover 
Mayor Carleton Carey, who brought 
greetings from the city and thanked 
Maryland/Delaware churches for 
caring for the people of Delaware.

Ed Stetzer, president of LifeWay 
Research, gave the first theme inter-
pretation, “Remembering our hope.”  

Stetzer read from Phil. 3:20, 
“But our citizenship is in heav-
en. And we eagerly await a Sav-
ior from there, the Lord Jesus 
Christ…” (NIV) 

“Brothers and sisters, the rea-
son we can have hope is because our 
citizenship is in heaven, but right 

now we live in a place far from it 
and we might see it get worse before 
it gets better. But Jesus is still on 
his throne and we can take hope in 
him,” Stetzer said. 

Dan Hun, pas-
tor of a new Balti-
more plant, Village 
Church, shared how 
his church strives 
to lead young adults 
to Christ. Hun 
said it’s always a 
temptation to water 
the gospel down to 
draw more in. 

“The reality 
is we preach the 
Bible. We can’t do 
a bait and switch. 
We must be clear.” 
Hun asked for 
prayer and said he 
feels like he’s in a 
street fight with the 
enemy in an area 
where churches “go 
to die.” 

Ellis Prince, pastor of The Gal-
lery Church, Baltimore, shared that 
the church fed over 1,500 people 
meals, 350 in one setting. They’ve 
been especially successful reaching 
children. The church meets in an 
Irish pub called “Life of Reiley” on 
Saturday evenings free of charge  as 
long as 12 people eat there. Prince 
said about 70 people meet in the 
pub weekly and they call him pastor 
and take pride that a church meets 
there. They meet on Sundays at 
Hope Village.  

“Thank you for giving to church 
starting,” Prince told messengers.  

David Jackson, BCM/D mis-
sionary for church multiplication, 
said he compiled a book called 
“PlantLIFE” that features articles 
written by himself and BCM/D 
church planters through the decade. 
Jackson presented copies of the new 
book to BCM/D Executive Director 
David Lee and to BCM/D President 
Rick Hancock. 

International missionary and 
Maryland native Deborah Scott 
presented the International Mission 
Board (IMB) report. Scott said Co-
operative Program giving supported 
26,000 new churches in 2007. There 

BCMD messengers rejoice in hope even in the eye of the storm

Continued on page 11

2009 Officers of the Baptist Convention of Maryland Delaware are (left to right): Harold Phil-
lips, Pleasant View Church, Port Deposit, second vice-president; William George, Kensington  
Church, assistant recording secretary; Gayle Clifton, Upper Seneca Church, recording secre-
tary; Robert Lilly, Catonsville Church, first vice-president; and Byron Day, Emmanuel Church, 
Laurel, Md., as president.
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were over 609,000 baptisms in 
2007. But the need is still great. In 
the Middle America and the Carib-
bean alone there are 257 unreached 
people groups, Scott said. In Mexico 
City only one percent have a saving 
knowledge of Jesus Christ. 

Smith reported that 70 percent 
of the IMB budget is spent overseas. 
Because the American dollar has de-
clined, the offerings this year were 
reduced by $18 million.  

David Lee introduced Rick 
Hancock saying Hancock “has made 
a difference in Maryland/Delaware.” 
Lee said Hancock regularly calls to 
ask how he can pray for Lee individ-
ually and for the BCM/D staff. Lee 
also said Hancock is a pastor who 
models Acts 1:8. 

Hancock thanked messengers 
for allowing him the privilege to 
serve as BCM/D president. He ref-
erenced Acts 11:19-24. Hancock said 
the good news of Jesus was shared 
with the Jews and Gentiles. People 
heard for the first time hope was 
available to them not through reli-
gion, but through a man, the Savior, 
Jesus Christ. 

They turned from defeat, dis-
couragement and hopelessness to 
the Lord. Souls were saved; lives 
were changed; perhaps marriages 
and families were reconciled.

Hancock said there’s noth-
ing like seeing the hopeless in our 
community finding hope in Jesus 
Christ. 

He encouraged messengers to 
find time to be intimate with God, 
to read the Word. 

Monday evening session
The Jubilation Orchestra, 

directed by Phil Respass, minister 
of music and worship at Friendship 
Church, Sykesville, Md., played as 
messengers filed in for the Monday 
evening session. Bill Archer, BCM/D 
music minister/church relations 
missionary, directed the BCM/D 
Chorale in leading worship. 

Dave McDowell, Healing Wa-
ter Bible Church International, 
read Romans 5:1-5. Olga McDow-
ell shared how she was saved as a 
result of missionaries coming to the 
Philippines in the 1990’s. She led 
prayer, telling messengers to pray in 
a way to be able to “touch the hem of 
Jesus’ garment.”

Rick Hancock introduced Loren 

Russell, North American Mission 
Board (NAMB) regional team leader 
of partnership missions mobilization 
group. Russell reported that NAMB 
has over 5,000 career missionar-
ies—155,407 when you combine that 
group with the student missionaries, 
USC2, Nehemiah, chaplains and 
volunteers. 

The goal for Annie Armstrong 
offering for North American mis-
sions is $61 million for this year. All 
of it goes to support missionaries, 
Russell said. 

Russell said 52 percent of our 
SBC churches had no baptisms last 
year.

He said NAMB has a new na-
tional evangelism initiative—GPS, 
not a global positioning system, but 
“God’s plan for sharing.” The goal is 
that every believer will share and 
everyone will hear by 2020. 

Mitch Dowell, Embrace Balti-
more associate executive director, 
thanked NAMB, LifeWay, BCM/D 
and all the churches for their sup-
port. Dowell reported that 51 out 
of 74 Baltimore churches have 
partnered with Embrace to reach 
their communities. As of September, 
4,118 volunteers worked alongside 
churches. With Embrace’s help, 
churches hosted 29 Upward camps, 
10 other sports camps, 33 vacation 
Bible schools and 1,267 people made 
decisions for Christ. 

Dowell said he believes God will 
do even more in 2009. He asked 
churches to consider volunteering to 
help a Baltimore church for a day or 
weekend. 

John Rudd, pastor of Reister-
stown Church, shared how Embrace 
has helped his church. Rudd said 
through the encouragement and sup-
port of the Embrace staff, he joined 
a local ministerium. 

With Embrace’s help, Reister-
stown Church had a community 
block party. Ten churches helped. 

Now the churches are talking 
about doing “Winterhaven” to help 
the homeless, a soup kitchen and 
other group events. 

Jim McBride gave a video pre-
sentation about Embrace Wilming-
ton, a Delaware Association (DBA) 
strategic initiative to embrace the 
city with the love of Christ from 
Delaware churches. McBride said 
the city of Wilmington is the largest 
populated area in the association. It 

has a rising crime rate, unemploy-
ment, drug, alcohol and sexual ad-
diction and homeless people—people 
living without hope, confused and 
lonely.

McBride read a letter from 
Wilmington mayor, James Baker, 
who wrote, “…because of you our 
city is becoming a better place.”

Thom Thornton showed a video 
of baptisms throughout the con-
vention. Thornton said over 3,000 
people made confessions of faith last 
year. 

“’We are making an impact…
hopefully we’ll see that number 
double, triple or quadruple.” 

Thornton recognized churches 
with the highest numbers of VBS 
salvations. They were: Greens-
boro, White Marsh and Oak Grove 
churches.

Churches recognized for most 
baptisms were: Oak Ridge, Huber 
Memorial, Pleasant View, Port 
Deposit, Allen Memorial and Riva 
Trace. 

The BCM/D Chorale sang 
with the Jubilation Orchestra. Rob 
Leight, from Calling Levi, was the 
guest vocalist.

Rick Hancock introduced 
BCM/D Executive Director David 
Lee, calling Lee his friend, mentor 
and a spiritual hero. 

Lee read from I Cor. 13:13, “and 
now these three remain: faith, 
hope and love. But the greatest 
of these is love”...

He told about living by the gulf 
coast and evacuating during hurri-
canes. But he had friends who would 
stay and tell about the experiences, 
especially about the eye. Lee said 
people go out during the eye to in-
spect the damage, to tighten things 
down. But whatever you do, you 
had better do it quickly, or you’ll get 
caught by the backside of the storm, 
he said. 

The Corinthians were in the 
eye of a storm, Lee said. They were 
pounded by immaturity, conflict and 
sin. Paul was trying to get them to 
make some adjustments. He knew 
persecution was coming on the 
backside. 

We as Maryland/Delaware 
Baptists are in eye of the storm. Lee 
said.

Our boat is taking on water, he 
said. What is coming is tough. Doing 
what we’ve been trained to do is not 

good enough. We’re going to have to 
trust Jesus. We can bail water, cut 
budgets, layoff staff, but we can’t fix 
what we’re facing without Him. 

Lee said we knew the storm was 
coming, that if the economy didn’t 
squeeze us the changing world 
would. We have to rethink what 
we’re called to do. There are differ-
ent views of those ahead and behind 
us. Someday we’ll find the solutions, 
but we thought we had more time 
to figure things out. The mother of 
all storms may still be in the future, 
but right now we have a few minutes 
to think who we are. What does our 
world need most? It needs the hope 
of the gospel. What do we have to 
offer? The gospel of hope. 

Lee said we are about to launch 
a futuring initiative. Some things 
in the past we don’t need to or can’t 
do them anymore. This will cause 
heartburn for some of us. It’s time to 
get out the Tums and get ready. 

Jeffrey Osgood, pastor of First 
Southern, Dover, closed the evening 
in prayer. 

Tuesday morning session
Han Oh, worship pastor of 

Higher Connection Church, formerly 
Harmony Hills Church of Global 
Mission Church, Silver Spring, and 
his praise team led worship with 
edgy contemporary music. Jessie 
Arce, Healing Water Bible Church, 
led prayer. Amy Feeney from Ogle-
town Church sang the special music. 

David Lee introduced Frank 
Page, former president of the SBC 
and pastor of Taylors First Church, 
Taylor’s, S.C. Lee called Page a “pas-
tor’s pastor” who models missions. 

Page thanked messengers for 
their prayers for him while he was 
SBC president. “I depended on those 
prayers. It was those prayers that 
kept me from being a miserable fail-
ure,” Page said. 

He told messengers that he is 
a “nobody” that never crossed the 
radar screen and has no idea how he 
was elected as an SBC president. 

“I was just a poor boy raised in 
extreme poverty…for me to have 
been in the White House, and to 
have met presidential candidates…
to be thrust into that environment is 
a God thing,” he said. 

Page laughed and called himself 
a “Baptist Forest Gump.”

Continued from page 10

Continued on page 12
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“You may think you’re stuck in 
a corner and nobody knows you…but 
God does,” he said. “Do not despair; 
do not think God cannot use you in 
a mighty way.”

Page told a story about an el-
derly woman who couldn’t get out to 
buy her children Christmas presents 
one year so she bought beautiful 
cards, wrote checks and signed the 
cards, “I love you, go buy your own 
present this year.” Later, she found 
the checks in her desk. She forgot to 
send them. 

We do that spiritually, Page 
said. We tell people “I love you, 
you’re on your own.” We’re too busy 
doing church work. 

“God will hold us accountable for 
not revealing hope,” Page said. 

Following Page’s address, Rick 
Hancock recognized veterans and 
those in active duty in honor of Vet-
erans Day. 

David Lee recognized ministry 
assistant, Carol Batson, for serving 
the convention for 17 years. Batson 
will retire in December.

New church staff 
members introduced 
themselves. Then 
they were officially 
welcomed by Lee and 
his wife, Sherry. 

Ellen Udovich, 
BCM/D missionary 
for direct ministries, 
lay mobilization, 
ministry evangelism 
and senior adults, 
told messengers, they 
can become involved 
in disaster relief in a 
variety of ways. The 
best place to start is 
preparedness.

“Every church 
can plan ahead,” 
Udovich stressed. 
She said each church 
member should be 
encouraged to stock 
a three-day supply 
of water and non-
perishable food and 
be prepared to assist 
their neighbors. Also, churches 
should have a plan for ministering 
to members and the community in 
the event of a crisis, and then later 

help rebuild those communities. 
Udovich explained that mem-

bers can become 
“yellow hats” who 
are trained to 
perform spe-
cific tasks under 
specific circum-
stances.

“Our mis-
sion is to bring 
hope and share 
the love of Christ 
as we meet the 
physical needs of 
people in crisis.”

Ken Jordan, 
liaison for the 
Christian Life 
and Public Af-
fairs committee, 
said the com-
mittee forged a partnership with 
“Marylanders United to Stop Slots,” 
but the initiative was unsuccessful. 
They also worked to oppose three 
bills that would define marriage, set 
boundaries on covenant marriage 

and win approval of 
same sex marriage. 

“Because of the 
efforts of our church-
es, these bills died in 
committee,” Jordan 
said. 

Baptist Founda-
tion President Wil-
liam Peacock said the 
funds the foundation 
manages has grown 
from $3.8 million in 
1991 to almost $8.8 
million today. 

The Foundation’s 
church loan fund is 
assisting 20 BCM/D 
churches with se-
cured loans. It is now 
positioned to manage 
endowment funds for 
churches and asso-
ciations and can save 
them money on ad-
ministration. Peacock 
said the foundation 
continues to educate 
churches on estate 

planning. Since 2004, individual 
estate plans were prepared leaving 
approximately $6.8 million to Bap-
tist causes. 

Peacock presented Lee a check 
for $171,068.56 for starting and 

strengthening 
churches. 

Robert Ger-
stmyer, Baptist 
Family & Chil-
dren’s Services 
executive director, 
said phones are 
“ringing off the 
hook.” This year, 
BFCS projects it 
will have received 
450 calls for help 
from individu-
als, churches and 
community groups 
and will have 
served over 4,000 
kids and families 
through the back 

to school supply and Christmas 
distributions in partnership with 
BCM/D churches.

Twenty-one families are receiv-
ing wraparound case management 
services. A third transitional facility 
is scheduled to go 
online after the first 
of the year. BFCS 
is also facilitating a 
community develop-
ment process in the 
Pen Lucy and Sharp 
Leadenhall commu-
nities in Baltimore 
City.

Gayla Parker, 
BCM/D’s WMU 
executive direc-
tor, said the WMU 
has adopted a new 
byline—“change 
a life…change the 
world.” 

Parker intro-
duced Maria Sig-
mon, Embrace Bal-
timore evangelism 
associate. Sigmon shared how her 
participation in Acteens introduced 
her to missions. 

“I learned I can be a missionary 
wherever God placed me,” she said. 

Rick Hancock introduced 
Fred Dyer, pastor of White Marsh 
Church, describing him as “a gentle 
spirit, a godly man and a servant of 
Christ.” 

Dyer praised God for pastors’ 

wives and he recognized the BCM/D 
state staff. 

He read from Matt. 7 and from 
Romans 5:3-4. 

Dyer said if we are to remember, 
rejoice and reveal hope, we need to 
be in process of building hope.

“We are always building. We 
never stop building,” he said. “We’d 
better be building faith, hope and 
love as we get ready for the backside 
of the storm,” Dyer told messengers, 
referring to David Lee’s sermon 
about being in the eye of the storm. 

We are building hope God’s way 
when Jesus is our foundation and 
not just a facade, he said. You build 
by hearing the Word and putting it 
in practice, the longevity of doing 
day by day, hour by hour, moment 
by moment. It’s the habits you live. 
People make noise, doing busy work, 
but do they really know Him? 

Dyer told of a trip he and his 
wife took to Asia. They saw beauti-
ful banners, but behind many were 
crumbling structures. As we heard, 
52 percent of our churches had no 

baptisms. There is 
trouble and conflict, 
Dyer recounted. 
“Who is your founda-
tion? Are you really 
rooted and grounded 
in him?” 

We build hope 
when we live a life 
“…of holiness, integ-
rity, living out Jesus 
and Him through us. 
We build hope when 
Jesus is the foun-
dation and not the 
façade.”

“We build hope 
when Jesus is our 
friend and not our 
foe.”

John Rudd, re-
porting for the order 

of business committee, said next 
year’s meeting will be on Nov. 9-10 
at the Sheraton Baltimore North. 
Larry Steen, Westminsters Church,  
will preach the annual sermon. Deb-
bie Kempson, First, Waldorf,  will 
direct the music. Rudd said the 2010 
meeting will be on Nov. 15 and 16, 
also at the Sheraton Towson. 

John Rudd, pastor of Reisterstown 
Church, is a yellow hat and shared his 
experience in Galveston, Texas. Rudd 
told messengers he got up every 
morning at 2 a.m., slept on a cot, had 
aches and pains, but the experience 
was one of the best he’d ever had. 

BCMD messengers rejoice in hope even in the eye of the storm
Continued from page 11

Jacqueline Anderson, wife of Robert 
Anderson, pastor of Colonial Church, 
sang “How Great Thou Art.”

June Holland, BCM/D missionary for pre-
school/children, VBS and weekday education, 
organized childcare for the BCM/D annual 
meeting.
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By Shannon Baker
BCM/D National Correspondent

DOVER, Del.—Special guests 
Frank Page, senior pastor of First 
Church in Taylors, S.C., and Ed 
Stetzer, president of LifeWay Re-
search; as well as Maryland pastors, 
Rick Hancock of Dunkirk Church, 
and Fred Dyer of White Marsh 
Church, spoke during this year’s an-
nual meeting of the Baptist Conven-
tion of Maryland/Delaware in Dover, 
Del., on Nov. 10-11. 

This year’s theme was, “Tell the 
Story of Hope” based on Romans 5.

Frank Page
Page, who served the past two 

years as Southern Baptist Conven-
tion president, urged his listeners 
to not despair. Calling himself a 
“Baptist Forrest Gump,” Page shared 
that though he grew up in extreme 
poverty, he has found himself in the 
White House and other “odd” places.

“Do not think that God cannot 
use you in a major way,” he said, 
claiming that if God can use a “no-
body” like him, then there was great 
hope for others, too.

In his message, Page said he 
believed God will hold Christians ac-
countable for not revealing the hope 
found in Jesus. 

“Spiritually, to our nation we 
have said, ‘find your own way,’” Page 
decried, noting that many Christians 
have communicated that “we’re too 
busy doing our church work and 
fighting amongst ourselves as Bap-
tists” instead of revealing the hope 
that is found in Christ.  

Christians are compelled to look 
at themselves, but because it hurts, 
many run from it. Page said, instead, 

they rely on “substitute righteous-
ness” or compare themselves to a 
“cultural Christianity.”  In other 
words, they evade the Holy Spirit 
and compare where they are with 
someone else without being willing to 
do the hard work of measuring up to 
Christ.

Conversely, the Samaritan 
woman in John 4 was overwhelmed 
with Christ’s ability to see within her 
heart; and sensing His compassion, 
realized that this man had a right to 
come into her heart. 

“She received hope, and she 
revealed hope,” Page shared, explain-
ing how the woman who had been the 
“talk of the town now talked to the 
town about Jesus. The call of God for 
all of us is to find Jesus Christ, then 
to share Jesus Christ.”

Ed Stetzer
Stetzer pointed to Phil. 3:20, 

which explains the source, location 
and application of a Christian’s hope. 

“If you put your hope on any-
thing other than God’s agenda, then 
your hope will fail you,” he said, 
acknowledging that because a Chris-
tian’s citizenship is in heaven, he can 
be positive and confident in today’s 
world. 

He shared research that gave ev-
idence that the growth of the church 
is counter-cyclical to the growth of 
the economy. 

“If you prayed for revival, you 
might have prayed our economy into 
recession,” he said, explaining that 
more people flocked to God during 
times of economic distress. “Are you 
willing to experience a depression if 
it brings others to Jesus?”

He added, “If recession comes, 

Christians are not exempt. The 
difference is that our loyalty [and 
our longing] is placed in a different 
place.”

He expressed concern that many 
Christians have not been taught how 
to live in what he calls the “missing 
middle,” the time between when they 
are saved and when they die.

“For some Christians, the only 
hope is death,” he said. “My hope is 
that I may represent Jesus well while 
I eagerly wait.”

Rick Hancock
In his address, Hancock, BCM/D 

president, said, “There is nothing 
more awesome than to look at the 
face of one who has discovered hope 
for the first time,” 

Preaching from Acts 11, Han-
cock urged his listeners to “know the 
Word of God.” To the many minis-
ters, he said, “Do not just look at the 
scriptures for sermon text and Sun-
day school lessons. Read the Bible 
and let the Word of Christ dwell 
richly in you. Find intimate times 
alone with God; study the Word of 
God.”

Secondly, Hancock said to “live 
the Word of God.” In the passage, the 
Apostle Paul and Barnabas had lived 
a year with the disciples to teach 
them how to live the Word “out loud.” 
They lived out James’ exhorttion in 
James 1:22 to be “doers of the Word,” 
Hancock said.

Finally, “share the Word of God,” 
Hancock said, reminding that “our 
living hope is not a hope reserved 
for us when we die; it’s a hope for us 
now. People who share the story of 
hope see the results from God.” 

Fred Dyer
Continuing the annual meeting’s 

theme, Fred Dyer suggested in his 
sermon that hope was “built.” Not-
ing that everybody is in a building 
process, he explained that Christians 
build God’s way when:

– Jesus is our foundation and not 
just a façade.

“How many people do we know 
are just putting up a front to look 
good?” Dyer asked. “Are they really 
resting on—are they rooted in—
the solid rock foundation of Jesus 
Christ?”

Dyer recalled the Apostle Paul’s 
words in 1 Cor. 3, which urges that 
only Jesus Christ is the proper foun-
dation. 

“If you are going to have a life of 
hope, if you are going to rejoice in it, 
remember it and reveal it, you must 
have a firm, solid foundation in Jesus 
Christ,” Dyer exhorted, explaining 
that believers build a solid founda-
tion when they hear God’s Word and 
put it into practice.

– Jesus is followed and not for-
gotten.

To truly follow Christ, Chris-
tians must take the position of self 
denial, servanthood and suffering, 
Dyer said, adding that there is a 
danger in forgetting what Jesus had 
done for us. 

– Jesus is our friend and not our 
foe.

“Jesus calls us friend if we 
obey His commands,” Dyer noted, 
acknowledging Matt. 12:30, which 
says that he who is not with Jesus is 
against Him. 

“No fence-sitting there, right? 
You are either with Him or you’re 
not,” he said. 

Annual meeting themes ‘Tell the story of hope’
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By Shannon Baker
BCM/D National Correspondent

DOVER, Del.—Through the 
Baptist Convention of Maryland/
Delaware, church members through-
out the multi-state convention have 
many mission opportunities. Freddy 
Parker, BCM/D’s Acts 1:8 mission-
ary, presented many of these op-
portunities at a Partnership Dinner 
during the BCM/D annual meeting.

Guests for the dinner included 
Jim Brown of the Global Response 
Network in Nashville, Tenn.; Lin-
coln Bingham, cooperative minis-
tries consultant of the Kentucky 
Baptist Convention; and Maria Sig-
mon, Brandy Caffey and Lily Blanco 
of Embrace Baltimore.

Brown shared about the devel-
opment of Baptist Global Response 
(BGR) as a stand-alone entity of 
the Southern Baptist Convention, 
focused entirely on relief and devel-
opment with a heart for seeing the 
poor and suffering have the opportu-
nity to experience a full and mean-
ingful life.

The organization has already 
responded and coordinated Baptist 
efforts in international relief and 
development in areas of natural di-
sasters and responds to people with 
critical needs in the areas of food 
security, health crises and threats to 
their quality of life. 

In addition to BGR headquar-
ters in Singapore and the USA liai-
son office in Nashville, BGR has five 
global “areas” – AsiaRim, Central 
and South Asia, Europe and Middle 
East, Africa and the Americas. 

Those interested in learning 
more can visit online at www.bap-
tistglobalresponse.com.

Bingham shared about the part-
nership between the BCM/D and the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention. Plans 
are underway to recruit Baptists 
from Maryland and Delaware to 
serve at the June 2009 Crossover 
Louisville, which will precede the 
SBC’s 150th annual meeting in 
Louisville, Ky.

Parker reported that the BCM/D 
continues its partnership with 
Embrace Baltimore, the strategic 

city initiative of the North American 
Mission Board, as well as multiple 
international opportunities.

Several churches and associa-
tions have extended their partner-
ships in Moldova. In addition, there 
are upcoming opportunities in East 
Asia, West Africa, Scotland, the 
Middle East and most recently, 
South Asia.

Multiple trips were made to 
East Asia, Scotland and West Africa 
this past year with several churches 
making repeat trips this year. 

In addition, a team will travel 
to a restrictive access country in 
the Middle East on Mar. 27-April 5, 
2009. The cost is approx. $4,300. 

In mid-May, there will be a 
vision tour to a restrictive access 
country in Southeast Asia where 
participants will prayerwalk and 
seek opportunities for a continued 
partnership. More specific informa-
tion is forthcoming.

Parker shared that the BCM/D 
is able to offer assistance in finding 
opportunities to serve; communicat-
ing with the mission field; providing 

training for 
mission trips; 
and securing 
passports, 
visas, insur-
ance, airline 
tickets, local 
transporta-
tion, lodging, 
food, inter-
preters, for-
eign language 
literature and 
many other 
things.

“God is at work in this world, 
and we have the great privilege 
of partnering with Him to reach 
lives—starting at our front door 
all the way to the other side of the 
world,” he said. “I just pray that we 
would have the courage to follow 
Him.” 

To discover more about upcom-
ing trips or to learn about missions, 

contact Parker at (800) 290-5290, 
ext. 215, fparker@bcmd.org; or 

Donna Shiflett, at ext. 226, 
dshiflett@bcmd.org.

Mission opportunities emphasized at Partnership Dinner

By Sharon Mager
BCM/D Correspondent

COLUMBIA, Md.—Every year 
at annual meeting they’re in the 
front of the room, off to the side, 
always there, yet inconspicuous. 
Who are they? The BCM/D record-
ing secretaries—Gayle Clifton, 
pastor of Upper Seneca Church and 
Bill George, pastor of Kensington 
Church. Clifton has served for over 
ten years, first as assistant record-
ing secretary from 1997 to 1999 
then stepping into the recording 
secretary job in 2000. George has 
been working alongside Clifton as 
the assistant since 2001. 

“For the most part, no one ever 
knows we are around. The irony is 
that we sit in  the front to the side 
in a location that guarantees we 
are able to see and  hear so that we 
can listen and record what is taking 
place for the entire  convention,” 
George said. The only exceptions, 
when people notice them, are when 
someone brings material to the table 

or when a speaker comments on the 
secretaries’ technology. 

The secretary’s role is to 
preserve an accurate and detailed 
historical record of each year’s an-
nual meeting. 

George’s job is to assist Clifton, 
to proofread and help edit. 

Both men take notes for the 
entire meeting. In years of a four-
session meeting that can mean up 
to 35 pages. This year’s abbreviated 
three-session meeting required 25 
pages. Afterwards, Clifton puts 
about 40 hours into transcribing his 
notes, then he sends it to George, 
who adds his comments, makes any 
corrections and gives it back to Clif-
ton for the “polishing up.”

“The result is a teamwork ef-
fort that hopefully presents a clear 
picture of each year’s meetings and 
shows how God is at work in our 
multi-state convention,” George 
explained. 

“What struck me about this 
year’s meeting is the sense of 
harmony which builds  hope and a 

better sense of oneness or koinonia,” 
George said. 

“I cannot ever remember a  
meeting where there were “no” 
contested elections, no resolutions 
or miscellaneous  business. In fact, 
there was not a single question or 
point of personal  privilege,” he 
reflected. 

Clifton said the only time he re-
members when there was a similar 
type meeting was about seven years 
ago in Hagerstown, following a year 
of passionate discussion about is-
sues.

“The challenge for the  secretar-
ies is to always try and listen and 
share what happened as objectively 
and  lovingly as possible.

“As a result, we get to meet a lot 
of people to  follow-up on informa-
tion. I can honestly say everyone is 
always willing to be  helpful. Bottom 
line—no one wants to be misrepre-
sented,” George said. 

Clifton said, reflecting back, he 
really enjoyed the year the children 
participated in the meeting, reading 
scripture and giving testimonies. 

He said he’s also impressed 
with the diversity in ministry at the 
meetings—languages, cultures and 
races. 

“That to me is a reflection of in-
ternational missions and of the body 
of Christ,” Clifton said. 

Both men said they valued the 
time working together. 

“It is a team effort  and I value 
my growing friendship over the years 
with my colleague,” George said. “We 
complement each other.” 

Clifton and George faithfully record BCM/D annual meeting history

Jim Brown of the Global 
Response Network in 
Nashville, Tenn., spoke 
at the BCM/D Partnership 
Dinner.

Gayle Clifton, Recording Secretary and Bill George, 
Assistant Recording Secretary
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Mission opportunities emphasized at Partnership Dinner
Compiled by Iris White

Managing Editor of 
BaptistLIFE

DOVER, Del.—David Lee, 
BMC/D executive director, told 
messengers at the 2008 Baptist 
Convention of Maryland/Delaware 
in Dover, Del., shared the meaning 

of irony - “the incongruity between 
the actual result of a sequence of 
events and the normal or expected 
result.” 

“Irony describes where we are 
and where we have been,” Lee said. 
Lee cited the year’s successes includ-
ing 28 new church starts, large at-
tendance and responses at the youth 
evangelism conference, growth at 
the Ocean City resort ministry 
and the launching of a new resort 
ministry in the western association, 
phenomenal growth in women’s min-
istries and ministers’ wives events, 
the growing use of equip.net, the on-
line training program and Skycroft 
Conference Center’s growth.

“In spite of the financial chal-
lenges facing us, we may be doing 
some of our best work,” Lee said.

As an encouragement to messen-
gers, Lee shared some things that 
will not change:

• Our mission – The mission of 
the Baptist Convention of Maryland/
Delaware is to intentionally assist 
in the starting and strengthening 
of congregations so that together we 
can accomplish the commands of our 
Lord in Matt. 28:19-20 ad Acts 1:8.

• Our vision – By 2010, the 
Baptist Convention of Maryland and 
Delaware will have 600 congrega-
tions with 150,000 persons actively 
fulfilling Jesus’ command in Matt. 
28:19-20.

• Our focus on our five stra-
tegic initiatives:

To accomplish our mission and 
vision, the Baptist Convention of 
Maryland and Delaware will orga-
nize, staff, plan, and budget around 
five basic strategies.

1) Church Planting: Creating 
new disciple-making congregations.

2) Church Services: Helping 
congregations become more effective 
in disciple-making.

3) Leadership Development and 
Support: Equipping and support-
ing leaders to lead disciple-making 

congregations
4) Acts 1:8 Missions Involve-

ment: Helping Maryland and 
Delaware Baptists become person-
ally involved in a worldwide disciple-
making enterprise.

5) Resource Development: Devel-
oping multiple streams to resource 
our worldwide, disciple-making 
enterprise.

• Our commitment to excel-
lence

• Our field orientation
• And finally, our apprecia-

tion for you and our commit-
ment to care for you.

With that reassurance, Lee re-
ported to messengers where we are, 
where we need to be, how we got 
here and the necessary adjustments 
we have to make.

Where we are
Lee reported that we projected a 

Cooperative Program (CP) budget of 
$5,335,000 for 2008, an increase of 
$235,000 over 2007. 

We ended 2007 with actual CP 
receipts of $4,976,870 with an all 
time record of more than $532,000 
given in December, 2007. 

At the end of January 2008, we 
were $116,632 behind January 2007 
giving levels. 

As of the end of September, we 
are $192,553 or 5.9 percent behind 
this same period in 2007. 

We are presently tracking 2005 
giving levels which resulted in 
$4,624,735.

Where We Need To Be
We deem it wise to present a 

2009 budget targeting $4.6 million 
in CP funding and acknowledging 
the potential for low returns on 
investments.

A projected CP income of 
$4,600,000, represents a reduction 
of $735,000 in our total budget. 

The GMB has worked with us 
to balance our 2008 budget through 
adjustments and use of reserve 
funds.

How Did We Get Here?
Hindsight tells us that our 2008 

CP projections were too bold. There 
was no way we could anticipate the 
severity of the economic meltdown 
that hit us in January.

The economy has put the 

squeeze on our churches. Several of 
our key giving churches are without 
pastors and/or are facing serious 
conflict issues. Several of our key 
giving churches have taken bold 
future steps by building buildings, 
which have further squeezed their 
budgets.

We still suffer from the lack of 
education and understanding of the 
value of CP giving.

There has been more emphasis 
on local and hands-on involvement 

to the loss of supporting worldwide 
missions through the Cooperative 
Program.

We have stewardship issues. A 
2006 giving study revealed:

•The top giving church gives over 
6 percent of our CP.

•Top 10 churches give 26 percent
•Top 25 give 40 percent
•Top 50 give 63 percent
•Top 75 give 74 percent.
•And the top 100 (a little less than 

20 percent of our churches) give 82 
percent of our CP dollars.

Questions We Asked 
•What is essential to the mission?
•What is no longer essential to our 
mission?
•What is our present reality?
•What do we anticipate in the next 
two to five years?
•How will adjustments now put us 
in a better position to accomplish 
our mission in our new reality?
•What are the implications of our 
decisions today on our tomorrows?

2008 Adjustments
We froze certain unspent ac-

counts, used escrowed dollars (where 
permissible) to fund certain items in 
the 2008 budget and secured per-
mission to use reserves necessary to 
cover shortfall.

2009 Budget Adjustments
•Eliminated two ministry assis-

tant positions.  
•Eliminated one Program Staff 

position (Bible Teaching/Disciple-
ship position).

•Ended some contract positions. 
•No salary increase for staff in 

2009 
•Reduced cost of GMB meetings 

by reimbursing mileage at a $.25 
rate rather than IRS standard.

•Eliminated mileage reimburse-
ment for Strategy team participants 
and other non-elected teams or com-
mittees.

•Reduced reimbursement of 
elected committee mileage to $.25 
rather than IRS standard.

•Reduced annual meeting ex-
penses.

•Put the annual BCM/D calendar 
online.

•Reduced staff development and 
affirmation resources

•Reduced field service dollars.
•Reduced BaptistLIFE to six 

printed issues with online editions 
bi-monthly.

•Reduced or eliminated certain 
programming.

•Moved some major projects to 
bi-annual.

•Delayed BMRC renovation until 
mid-2009.

•Covered some costs through 
escrowed dollars.

•Increased Skycroft contribution 
to BCM/D budget.

Lee encouraged messengers 
to keep on dreaming, to keep tell-
ing the story of hope and to share 
Christ’s love inside and outside the 
walls of our churches. “We should 
not behave as if there is a limited 
supply of love. God did not limit His 
love to us. There was a cross on Gol-
gotha’s hill to prove it. In fact, the 
more we give of ourselves to others 
in the name of Christ, the greater 
our capacity to receive His love,” Lee 
said. 

Lee tells messengers that no matter what – some things will not change

David Lee, Executive Director of Baptist 
Convention of Maryland/Delaware
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By Sharon Mager
BCM/D Correspondent

COLUMBIA, Md.—Blogging, 
streaming, podcasts—it’s a  brave 
new world and the BCM/D is march-
ing right in. 

Blogging — This year’s annual 
meeting attendees got the chance to 
sample some of the new media op-
portunities this year by blogging. A 
blog is an online journal. Folks could 
write what they liked, or didn’t 
like about the meetings, speakers 
and other facets of the event. Those 
comments were published on the 
BCM/D website for all to read.

Lauren Rodriguez, BCM/D com-
munications manager, set-up and 
organized the blogging. She said she 
was surprised at the enthusiasm. 
Even the BCM/D staff has been a 
little hesitant to embrace the idea of 
blogging, she said, but the response 
at the meeting was good. Many took 
to the keyboards to let their voices 
be heard.  

“It was a good opportunity to 
give feedback and share.” Rodriguez 
said participants had a chance to 
voice their opinions, good or bad. 
This year it was all good. 

To explore a variety of BCM/D 
blogs about church planting, church 
multiplication, Hispanic church 
planting and more, see “blogroll” on 
the www.bcmd.org site. 

Podcasting — Another new 
update for BCM/D is podcasting, 
which is a digital audio file. It’s 
like a radio show, but unlike main-
stream programs, a podcast can fill 
any niche. 

This allows missionaries to 
share information to churches in a 
fast, easy format that pastors can 
just download and listen to anytime 
they want. 

“It multiplies the missionary 
and makes them more effective,” Ro-
driguez said. And it stretches those 
Cooperative Program dollars. 

Some podcasts available now 
are: www.ibcmd.org, which gives 

people an opportunity to see what’s 
going on at BCM/D and explains 
a little more about the convention 
itself. David Jackson, BCM/D mis-
sionary for church multiplication, 
has a blog with podcasts on his site, 
http://bcmddavid.wordpress.com. 

Redesigned BaptistLIFE — 
BaptistLIFE online has been total-
ly redesigned. In 2009, readers will 
receive a printed copy every other 
month and can check out the online 
version on the alternate months. 
There will also be fast breaking 
news alerts and special “extra fea-
tures” readers can subscribe to. Sign 
up today at www.baptistlifeonline.
org. 

Use of Networking Sites — 
BCM/D also works with websites 
such as Flickr, Twitter and Face-
book. BCM/D stores photos on Flikr 
to use and share. Most staff mem-
bers are on Facebook, an Internet 
networking site that Rodriguez 
said gives a personal glimpse into 

missionaries’ lives. There’s even a 
BCM/D Facebook personality and 
group site. (Facebook requires an 
account to access the site. There is 
no charge). Another site BCM/D 
uses is Twitter, a simple site that 
answers the question, “what are you 
doing?” Check these sites out at: 
www.flickr.com/photos/bcmd; twit-
ter.com/bcmd and www.facebook.
com.  

The Future — What’s in the 
future? More blogs, more podcast-
ing and Streamcasting. Next year, 
Rodriguez hopes those who can’t 
make it to the annual meeting can 
watch it live. If not in 2009, she said, 
definitely by 2010. 

The new media revolution is an 
incredible way to multiply, maximize 
ministry and CP dollars and to show 
where those dollars are being used. 

And who knows what lies ahead 
as we near the end of this decade? 
Well, God does. 

New media available at BCM/D

By Shannon Baker
BCM/D National Correspondent

DOVER, Del.—Using language 
from recent politics, Loren Russell 
described what he called the Chris-
tian’s “audacity of hope” as found in 
Romans 5:1-11.

Russell, regional team leader for 
the Partnership Missions Mobiliza-
tion Group/Cooperative Strategies 
Team of the North American Mis-
sion Board, was the keynote speaker 
for the Nov. 9 pre-Convention 
worship service, which preceded 
the annual meeting of the Baptist 
Convention of Maryland/Delaware 
at the Dover Sheraton Hotel.

Delaware Association’s Mass 
Choir, directed by Bill Archer, 
provided Chorale Praise, and Tom 
Wojnarowski and the praise team 
from Greensboro Church, Greens-
boro, Md., led worship. Afterwards, 
the 200-plus attendees gathered into 
small groups to pray for each other, 
for churches and for the nation.

In his message, Russell posed 
the question: “What would you do 

if it would be impossible for you to 
fail?” 

Acknowledging that God gives 
every believer the gift of the Holy 
Spirit’s power (the same power that 
raised Jesus from the dead), Russell 
challenged his listeners to share the 
hope that they have been given. 

A former financial planner, 
Russell noted that today’s economic 
hard times are affecting everyone. 
He explained that Christians will 
have tribulation, but according to 
Romans 5:1-5, that tribulation is 
bound on both sides by hope. 

Russell said that the Apostle 
Paul, a seasoned preacher at this 
point in his life, had been on the 
battlefield for a long time. Paul 
understood God’s righteousness and 
that man can’t be saved by works, 
but only by the grace of God. 

In the first chapter of Romans, 
the Apostle Paul shared eight 
promises that equip believers to live 
life in hope: peace, access to God by 
grace, hope, joy in tribulation, God’s 
love, God’s Holy Spirit, salvation 
from God’s wrath and joy in Christ.

“There is reason to hope,” Rus-
sell continued, adding, “When this 

life is over, there is a place to go. I 
don’t have to worry about what is 
going on politically. It doesn’t matter 
what color we are, what language 
we speak. We will understand it all 
because love conquers all.”

Pointing to the recent national 
election, Russell added, “The elec-
tion is what it is. We ought to pray 
for our leaders in love and righteous-
ness. If we do that, God will speak 
to us as never before. America is 
going through a change as never 
before.”

Russell encouraged his leaders 
to remember that there is nothing 
Satan can throw that Christians 
cannot handle. Though believ-
ers suffer and redemption is often 
delayed, God sits on His throne and 
will never be dethroned, he said.

“Sin’s question has been settled 
and your heavenly home has been 
provided,” he said. “Rejoice in tribu-
lations because God is working it 
out for your good. All things work 
together for good to those who love 
Him and are called according to his 
purpose.” 

Loren Russell looks at Apostle Paul’s ‘audacity of hope’

Loren Russell, regional team leader for the 
Partnership Missions Mobilization Group of 
the North American Mission Board, was the 
keynote speaker for the Nov. 9 pre-Conven-
tion worship service, which preceded the 
annual meeting of the Baptist Convention of 
Maryland/Delaware at the Dover Sheraton.
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By Sharon Mager
BCM/D Correspondent

DOVER, Del.—Marketplace 
evangelism, reaching those in 
our spheres of influence, requires 
Christians to have 
a Biblical world-
view, where they 
see non-Chris-
tians through 
a new set of 
eyes, Ed Stetzer, 
research direc-
tor for LifeWay 
Resources, told 
listeners at the 
2008 BCM/D Pas-
tor’s Conference 
at the Sheraton 
Dover. Stetzer 
referred to II 
Corinthians 5:16, 
“So from now 
on we regard 
no one from a 
worldly point of 
view. Though 
we once regarded Christ in this 
way, we do so no longer,” (NIV).  
Stetzer said Christians must look at 
non-believers as “prisoners of war in 
need of rescue,” he stressed. 

Mike Logsdon, pastor of First 

Church, Easton, Md., and president 
of the conference, explained that he 
chose the “marketplace evangelism” 
theme after a mission trip to Tur-
key, where he visited the Agora, a 
section between the  library and am-

phitheater where 
much of Acts 13 
occurred. Logsdon 
welcomed visitors 
to the conference, 
which preceded 
the BCM/D an-
nual meeting. 
Cindy Barlock, 
music minster for 
Grace Church, 
Pasadena, led wor-
ship. 

Stetzer 
explained that 
marketplace evan-
gelism isn’t about 
ministering at the 
local mall. It’s en-
gaging the world 
where we live. But 
that’s not easy. 

“Churches do a woeful job of 
engaging culture,” Stetzer said. “If 
the 50’s come back, we’ll be ready to 
go,” he laughed. 

Christians today get frustrated 
at today’s culture and create their 

own subcultures,  Stetzer said. 
Christians listen to their own music, 
read Christian books…and “drink 
milk from Christian cows,” he said 
with a grin. That 
distances us from the 
very world we want to 
reach. 

“Culture matters,” 
Stetzer said. “If cul-
ture doesn’t matter we 
should just shut down 
the International Mis-
sion Board.”  

“Culture can be 
the bridge by which 
the gospel can travel,” 
Stetzer explained. 

Stetzer said some 
of the old evangelistic 
questions, like “If 
you were to die today, do you know 
where you would spend eternity?” 
aren’t as relevant as they used to be. 
Research shows only 20 percent of 
people ponder those questions daily. 
Stetzer said people today are asking 
questions such as, “Is Jesus really 
the only way?” Churches have to 
look at their communities, Stetzer 
stressed. Discover the questions 
they have and then find ways to 
answer them. Know the community 
history and its current culture. Be-

come an expert, Stetzer urged. 
He referred to James 4:4, “…

know ye not that the friendship 
of the world is enmity with God? 

whosoever therefore 
will be a friend of 
the world is the 
enemy of God.” 

That is referring 
to world systems, not 
people, he explained, 
pointing to John 3:16, 
“For God so loved 
the world…” 

“The future of 
the church is in their 
invading the mar-
ketplace and sharing 
Christ. It’s not to 
get them to come in 
a building, but to go 

live like Jesus and tell about Him.” 
“Instead of yelling in people’s 

faces, we need to cry in people’s 
hearts. We have to learn to love the 
world.” 

Ministers elected Michael 
Karmann, pastor of First Church, 
Aberdeen, as the 2009 vice-president. 
Lyn O’Berry, pastor of The Church 
on Warren Avenue, will be next 
year’s president. Karmann will move 
into the president’s role in 2010. 

Can Christians use culture to build a bridge to eternal life? 

Ed Stetzer, Research Director for LifeWay 
Christian Resources, spoke at the 2008 BCM/D 
minister’s conference at the Sheraton Dover.

Mike Logsdon, pastor of First Church, 
Easton, Md., and president of the 
Pastors Conference, prays as the 
meeting begins.
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By Shannon Baker
BCM/D National Correspondent

DOVER, Del.—Tammy Lashey 
remembers the time when she said, 
“If tomorrow is anything like today, 
then I can’t do it.” She hadn’t signed 
up for pain. She just wanted to do 
ministry, she said.

Lashey is a member of Calling 
Levi, a group of four gifted vocalists 
who have a full-time traveling music 
ministry. In a solo performance, 
she shared a time of worship and 
testimony at the Ministers’ Wives 
Appreciation Brunch that preceded 
the annual meeting of the Baptist 
Convention of Maryland/Delaware 
in Dover, Del., on Nov. 10.

Though it hasn’t been easy, 
Lashey says she is thankful for the 
experiences that God has given her 
since becoming a minister’s wife.

Sharing her testimony, Lashey 
explained how she and her sister, 
Stephanie, met their husbands at 
Liberty University in Lynchburg, 
Va. Nearly seven years ago, at a 
time she was enjoying her life as a 
stay-at-home mom, they felt called 
into a music ministry.

“My husband was making six 
figures,” she said, explaining their 
risky decision to say yes to a 85-95 
percent pay cut and an unknown 
future. “How can we do this?” she 

said they asked, marveling that they 
had no sound system, no CD. It was 
a huge step of faith.

And yet, God has blessed their 
efforts and taught them many 
things along the way.

Lashey pointed to the bibli-
cal story of the woman who gave a 
year’s earnings to give her alabaster 
box to Jesus, to pour her perfume 
over his feet. 

“She had been touched by the 
Lord Jesus Christ,” Lashey stressed, 
commenting on the similarities in 
her life. “I know who I am and I 
know who God is in my life. This 
woman wanted to give her all to 
Him because He gave His all to her.”

Lashey related a difficult time 
when God ministered to her in spite 
of almost losing her one-year old son 
to a serious metabolic disease dur-
ing one of their concert tours. Just 
when she needed reassurance in the 
unfamiliar city, the Lord showed her 
the street sign in which the hospital 
was located. The street’s name was 
Hudson, the same as her son’s.

“It was as if God was saying, 
‘This is all part of my plan. This 
is where Hudson needs to be,’” she 
related.

Since that time, the Lasheys 
have decided that they will not let 
their son’s disease set them back. 
They recognize God’s calling on 
their lives and that they don’t have 

to control the situation. God does.
“With these uncertain days and 

economic times, we tend to make it 
all about us,” she elaborated. “We 
forget that God holds the world in 
His hands.”

Explaining how God had in-
vited her to join in the fellowship of 
His suffering, she shared, “I never 

knew that pain and peace would go 
together.”

She said she has learned that 
the pain in her life has opened the 
door to some of the sweetest mo-
ments with her Lord. 

“The sweetest, most precious 
gifts have been wrapped up in pain. 
Those experiences have become so 
special to me,” she said. “God has 
shown me that He won’t waste my 
pain.” 

Relating how the Lord con-
firmed that it was her brokenness, 
not her perfection, that He sought, 
she encouraged the ministers’ wives, 
“Because you are willing to be a ser-
vant of His, He will do great things 
in your lives.”

Upcoming BCM/D women’s 
events include Treasure, the 2009 
Ministers’ Wives Retreat, to be 
held April 17-18 at the Double Tree 
Hotel in Annapolis, Md., featur-
ing Sandy Maddox, minister’s wife 
and conference speaker from First 
Church, Orlando, Fla.; and Breath-
less: A Gathering for Women 
on Sept. 25-26 at Faith Church 
in Glen Burnie, Md. The retreat 
will feature special speaker, Carrie 
McDonnall, the lone survivor of a 
March 15, 2004 terrorist attack in 
Mosul, Iraq. 

Stay tuned for more information 
on www.mybcmd.org.

Tammy Lashey of Calling Levi: ‘Sweetest, most precious gifts have 
been wrapped in pain’

Tammy Lashey, a member of Calling Levi,  
shared a time of worship at the Ministers’ 
Wives Brunch that preceded the annual meet-
ing of the Baptist Convention of Maryland/
Delaware in Dover, Del., on Nov. 10.
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By Diana Davis

Need some ideas to freshen up 
your annual Sunday School 
party?   

“Enjoy the companionship of 
those who call on the Lord with 
pure hearts.” 2 Timothy 2:22b

It’s time for the annual Sunday 
School Christmas party, and you’re 
wondering—once again—
how to make it enjoyable.  
Need some fresh ideas?  

 For a fun twist, 
ask attenders to wear 
Christmas hats—Santa 
stocking, Christmas cap, 
antlers.  Provide extras 
for those who forget. 

 Deliver a special 
invitation to members-
in-service and prospects. 
Ascertain that each class 
member is invited person-
ally and in writing. 

 Vary the format each 
year. Plan a casual des-
sert party, an early Sun-
day breakfast at church, 
or a formal banquet.  

 For a progres-
sive Christmas grazing 
party, travel to three class 
members’ homes, serving 
heavy hors d’oeuvres. Dec-

orate vehicles with battery-powered 
Christmas lights to add pizzazz, and 
stop to carol en route. 

 Take a group photo. Distribute 
prints at the end of the party or next 
Sunday.

 Use nametags to enhance fel-
lowship.

 Divide into teams for games 
by giving each person a Christmas 

carol title on a slip of paper. On the 
count of three, everyone hums their 
song until they find teammates with 
the same carol.

 Play “Designer Santa.” Teams 
of 4-6 people have seven minutes 
to create a Christmas costume on a 
team member, such as a Santa, an-
gel or tree. Supplies include masking 
tape, tissue paper (red, black, white, 

green), foil, cotton, construc-
tion paper and scissors. Vote 
and award prizes. 

 Play “Caroliscious.” 
Each team of 5-7 people 
is assigned a Christmas 
carol to perform in a unique 
or humorous manner, i.e. 
mock-opera, choreographed, 
chipmunk-fashion.  After 
ten minutes of impromptu 
rehearsal, teams perform. 
Hilarious! 

 For a gift exchange, set 
a dollar amount or enforce 
a “no $” rule. You could 
exchange Christmas orna-
ments, pins, ties or hats. As 
an alternative, they could 
bring nice wrapped gifts, 
and have an auction, with 
donations going to Lottie 
Moon Christmas offering, 
or bring gifts for a needy 
family, fruit for the nurs-

ing home, or books for the church 
library.  

 Conclude with a brief devotional 
about the meaning of Christmas, 
then gather around a piano or guitar 
and sing carols. 

A Sunday School class’s Christ-
mas party is often its best-attended 
fellowship of the year. 

Have fun with your Christian 
friends as you celebrate the Reason 
for the season. 

©2008  Diana Davis is author 
of Fresh Ideas and Fresh Ideas 
for Women’s Ministry, available at 
Christian bookstores. www.keepon-
shining.com 

Fresh Ideas: A merry fellowship
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Have you 
ever 
wanted a 

“do-over” in min-
istry? A second 
chance to apply 
the lessons you 
learned later in 
life to an experi-
ence you encoun-
tered earlier? 
Most of us have, 
at some point in 
life, wished that 
such was, in fact, 
the case. We’d 
have attempted 

a different strategy perhaps, or ap-
plied another tactic in an alternative 
way or at a separate time. It might 
have made a difference; I suppose 
only eternity will tell.

The leadership in many church 
plants is like this. As entrepre-
neurs, they are always looking for 
“an edge,” someone or something 
to inform them that while they are 
charting an unknown way, there are 
dangerous waters ahead. There are 
resources that deal with this, and in 
fact, recently I shared about some of 
the mistakes I and others made dur-
ing our church planting experiences, 
in hopes of keeping you from doing 
the same. Those mistakes focused 
more on the planter, and not on the 
plant itself. 

These mistakes are often ac-
companied by other mistakes made 
by the plant (to be sure under the 
direction of its leadership, including 
first and foremost, the planter). In 
these mistakes, decisions are made 
that affect the entire organization 
and its viability, sometimes for years 
to come. These are the mistakes 
that I seek to address here.

Delayed start of small 
groups. There is much written 
today about the “launch” experience 
in church planting. While much of 
church planting would reject the 
premise that such is needed (more 
about that in a minute), hindsight 
almost always tells planters that 
launching before having a small 
group network in place will only 
create an event, performance-based 
church experience and not a faith 
community journeying through 
life together. Adding a small group 

strategy later on is much, much 
harder, since participants have 
trouble “buying in” to something 
that seems so important now, but 
didn’t seem necessary from the 
beginning. This mistake is serious, 
because it creates the mindset and 
lifestyle that church is a Sunday 
only experience. 

Premature or post-mature 
launch. Some church plant-
ing experts today suggest 
that a public launch (similar 
to a “Grand Opening”) is a 
Boomer phenomenon or a 
part of a modernist mindset 
about church, and should 
summarily be discarded. 
Perhaps. However, there are 
many places in our conven-
tion where this strategy 
will still work effectively. 
The key is making sure the 
plant waits long enough, but 
not too long. If that sounds 
confusing, it’s because there 
is no science to this.  It’s 
an art and is intuitively 
determined. What I can tell 
you is that the new church 
shouldn’t launch until criti-
cal mass has been achieved 
(usually thirty-five is a min-
imum, but 50-60 is better) 
and the people are excited 
about it. On the other hand, 
if the plant waits too long it 
will lose momentum that the launch 
could bring. This is typically notice-
able when enthusiasm for the future 
starts to wane or early adopters give 
up on the vision and begin to leave.

Not prepared for everything 
after launch. This is huge. So 
much energy and effort are put into 
the first Sunday worship experience. 
Planters dream about it, parent 
churches help prepare for it, partici-
pants are readied for it. But what 
happens after that? Significant and 
strategic follow-up needs to take 
place within the first forty-eight 
hours or the impact on newcomers 
will be lost, and plants may never 
get a second chance to build on that 
first impression. Add to this real-
ity that additional Sundays start 
coming for the church every seven 
days. This means preparation and 
implementation systems have to be 
in place to enable the plant to make 

forward progress within the appro-
priate amount of time or the church 
will struggle. So, plan ahead as far 
as possible to minimize the “rush” 
of each subsequent week and the 
follow-up needed.

Over-structuring the new 
church. I knew a church planter 
once who had less than 50 people in 
his plant, but the new church had 

already adopted a set of bylaws that 
anticipated 28 different committees 
and teams! Over-structuring takes 
other forms too, including putting 
others in positions of responsibil-
ity too quickly, or the feeling that 
the plant needs to be a “full service 
church” and providing additional 
ministries and programs before it’s 
really ready and capable. These mis-
takes will slow down the new plant’s 
ability to be responsive to needs, 
will make “form” more important 
than “function,” and can result in 
major burnout by leaders, or worse. 
The rule of thumb is this: use the 
minimal amount of structure neces-
sary to enable the plant to function 
as God wants, and nothing more.

Accepting any warm body 
that comes along into the 
membership/leadership of the 
new church. I know the pressure 
personally: the church is so small, 

and it needs everyone it can reach to 
make it viable. That’s a tension all 
planters have experienced, but don’t 
give in; rather, resist it! If the plant 
doesn’t screen well all newcom-
ers coming to the church, experts 
indicate that within two years of 
the public launch, someone else will 
attempt to “hijack” the new church 
and take it in another direction. 

A planter could be dis-
missed. The new church 
could split. In order to 
keep this from happen-
ing, use the plant’s vision, 
values and philosophy of 
ministry (why the church 
does what it does the way 
it does it) as the filtering 
agents to assist in deter-
mining who should be a 
part of the core group and 
leadership. In these early 
stages and at this level of 
responsibility, be willing 
to let people go elsewhere 
if they don’t agree with 
what God has directed 
the church to be and to 
do already. Otherwise, 
the consequences could be 
devastating.

Refusing to heed 
the advice of others 
who’ve gone before you. 
The final and potentially 
fatal mistake some plants 

make is to believe that their situa-
tion is unique and incomparable to 
what other plants have experienced. 
Leaders who feel this way are often 
unteachable and are convinced 
they are better than those who’ve 
made such mistakes. They are the 
ones who will discard the wisdom 
of others who’ve preceded them and 
thought enough to set up markers to 
warn future plants of the impending 
dangerous reef ahead.

“If I could do it over again,” don’t 
have to be the words on the lips of 
any church plant. Instead, learn 
from those who’ve gone before, and 
make sure these mistakes don’t hap-
pen to your new church.  

David Jackson is the Missionary 
for Church Multiplication with the 

Baptist Convention of Maryland/Dela-
ware.  He can be reached at djackson@

bcmd.org or by phone at (410) 977-9867.

Mistakes church plants make

David Jackson
BCM/D Missionary 
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I just love that!
[Luke 10:25-37; 
John 3:16; Mat-
thew 22: 34-40 
All scriptures are 
from NIV]

I love that 
movie!” “I love 

my present!” “I 
love Christmas!” 
We have all said 
the word ‘love’ 
about thousands 
of things. It’s a 
great expression. 

There is just 
one problem; we 
use it so much 
we sometimes 
forget there is 
a much deeper 
and more rel-

evant meaning.
 “For God so loved the 

world…” (John 3:26a) reminds us of 
the real meaning of the word “love.” 
Just imagine it; God gave up His 
son on that first Christmas. Jesus 
gave up heaven, His life and His 
holiness as He bore our sins. That 
is intense! But it is how He loved. 
What does He ask in return? For us 
to love God and others. 
In Matt. 22:37 He says 
it like this, “Love the 
Lord your God with 
all your heart and 
with all your soul 
and with all your 
mind.” And in verse 
39 He says, “Love 
your neighbor as 
yourself.” 

Loving God with 
heart, soul and mind 
is staying focused on 
God. When your heart 
starts longing for 
something different, 
refocus on God. When 
you take time to dream, seek God’s 
guidance. When your mind fills with 
worry, doubt and fear, remember 
God’s faithfulness. And then love 
God by loving others. 

The parable of the Good Sa-
maritan in Luke 10:25-37 is a great 
example of loving others. In this 
parable a man is beaten by robbers. 
A priest and a Levi both saw him 

but chose to ignore him. When the 
Samaritan passed, he had pity on 
the man. He bandaged his wounds 
and provided him with a place to 
rest for as long as necessary. At 
the end of the parable Jesus asked, 
“Which of these three do you think 
was a neighbor?” The expert an-
swered, “The one who had mercy on 
him.” 

The Samaritan teaches us a lot 
about loving others:

• He crossed cultural bar-
riers. The beaten man was not a 
Samaritan. It didn’t matter that his 
culture was different, his language 
was different, or that his features 
were different. The only thing that 
mattered was his need for help.

• He was willing to get 
messy. Think about it, this guy was 
beaten, dirty, muddy and bloody. 
The mess wasn’t important, only 
that he needed care.

• He went out of his way. The 
Samaritan was traveling, he had a 
destination and most likely a ‘to do’ 
list. The destination and the lists 
were laid aside for just a bit to offer 
a helping hand.

• He expected nothing in 
return. The Samaritan did not 

give instructions as 
to how this man could 
pay him back. Taking 
care of the need was 
enough.

At the end of the 
conversation Jesus 
said, “Go and do 
likewise.” That is 
not always easy, but 
it is possible. I know 
because I have seen it 
done. 

A few years ago 
New Tribes mission-
aries, Martin and 
Gracia Burnham, 
were kidnapped while 

celebrating their wedding anniver-
sary at a tourist location in the Phil-
ippines. Martin and Gracia along 
with many Filipinos were taken by 
a radical Muslim group early in the 
morning. It was not long before the 
group knew Martin was a man of 
God. Each morning and evening, 
Martin gathered the group together 
for prayer. When Martin prayed, he 

did not pray to be rescued instead 
he prayed God would protect the 
kidnappers until they had a chance 
to meet Jesus as Lord and Savior. 
As captors were released one by 
one, each one spoke of the impact of 
Martin’s prayer. 

Martin was not concerned with 
cultural differences, only with the 
need of a Savior. He literally got 
very messy. He was hiking miles 
everyday in the tropics and sleep-
ing on the ground every night. He 
got messy! He went out of his way 
to be cooperative in a very difficult 
situation. He helped whenever he 
could; not expecting his help to lead 
to freedom but to model the love of 
Christ before his enemies. After a 

year in captivity, Martin was killed 
in the midst of a rescue effort. 

Most likely none of us will find 
ourselves in a situation like Martin. 
But every day we have the oppor-
tunity to model Christ by loving 
God and loving others. Some who 
are watching may be like Martin’s 
enemies; in need of a Savior.

The next time you say, “I love 
__________!” during this Christ-
mas season let it be a reminder 
of the one who showed us the real 
meaning of “I love” Jesus Christ. 
Love on Him a little today by loving 
on others. 

To learn more about Martin and 
Gracia Burnham read her book, In 
the Presence of My Enemies. 

CHILD DEVELOPMENT 
CENTER DIRECTOR —Cresthill 
Baptist Church in Bowie, Md., is 
currently accepting resumes for 
the position of Child Development 
Center Director. Applicants can 
send their resumes to Rev. Bruce M. 
Conley, Executive Pastor, Cresthill 
Baptist Church 6510 Laurel 
Bowie Rd. Bowie, MD 20715, or to 
xcopBruce@aol.com. This is a full 
time paid staff position. Applicants 
with prior experience or degree(s) in 
Early Child Education are especially 
encouraged to apply. Call (301) 262-
4141 for more information.

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC— (part 
time position) Colesville Baptist 
Church, 13100 Andrew Dr., Silver 
Spring, MD 20904. Please inquire 
at (301) 384-9153 or fax a resume to 
(301) 384-9557. 

PIANO ACCOMPANIMENT – Do 
you need a good church pianist?  We 
have piano CDs for churches to sing 
by!  Call Worship Service Resources 
at (877) 977-6800 or visit www.
pianocds.org for info and a FREE 
sample CD.  Hymns, Praise Songs, 
Christmas, Blended, etc. – Special 
Church Pricing!

VOLUNTEER DISCIPLESHIP 
PASTOR—New Hope Community 

Church, Baltimore, Md., seeks a 
volunteer discipleship pastor to 
serve at its second site in the inner 
city Curtis Bay area. Contact Pastor 
Larry Baker at (443) 463-7102 for 
more information.

WORSHIP LEADER OR 
PRAISE TEAM—Small, second 
chance church in Aberdeen, Md., 
is looking for a worship leader 
and/ or praise team to lead us in 
worship on Sunday mornings. Please 
contact Pastor Mike at mcklogos@
clearviewcatv.net if interested.

MAIL, E-MAIL OR FAX YOUR AD 
Deadlines are the first of each month 
for the following month’s issue. 
Classified advertising is 75 cents per 
word ($18.00 minimum) for BCM/D 
churches and church members; 85 
cents per word ($20.00 minimum) 
for non-profit organizations; and 95 
cents per word ($25.00 minimum) 
for commercial organizations. Word 
count does not include words with 
two letters or less. Contact us for 
display ad pricing. Acceptance of 
advertising does not constitute an 
endorsement of any advertiser’s 
products or services. For more, visit 
online by www.bcmd.org and click on 
“Ministry Positions.”

CLASSIFIEDS
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By Shannon Baker
BCM/D National Correspondent

COLUMBIA, Md.—When 
Mark and Diane (names changed for 
security reasons) realized God was 
no longer leading them to Scotland, 
they made the quick decision to fol-
low the course God was putting in 
front of them.

They had been really excited 
about being a part of the partner-
ship between Baptist churches in 
Scotland and the Baptist Conven-
tion of Maryland/Delaware. They 
dreamed of ongoing ministry in 
the plush mountainous regions of 
Scotland.

But when Rick Hancock, then 
director of partnerships for the 
convention, offered for them to go to 
the Middle East instead, the couple 
felt an unusual excitement.

So much so that they have 
taken several more trips through-
out the Middle East to pray over 
the land and to engage people with 
the gospel of Jesus Christ.

In fact, Mark soon became the 
coordinator for the Middle East 
partnership, in charge of the plan-
ning and development of subsequent 
trips to the region. So far, he has 
been eight times to this challenging 
part of the world.

In a recent turn of events, God 
has opened a tremendous door in 
front of the couple... a second career 
as Masters missionaries with the 
International Mission Board (IMB) 
of the Southern Baptist Convention.

The Masters Program is de-
signed for those 50 years of age or 

older who are available to make a 
two or three year commitment to 
serve overseas, utilizing the matu-
rity, skills and experience they have 
gained over a lifetime.

Beginning in 1999, this newest 
missions service program provides 
an opportunity for mature Southern 
Baptists to serve alongside career 
missionaries in a variety of assign-

ments from all around the world. 
Designed especially for people 

who want to serve God through 
international missions as their next 
career, the Masters Program enlists 
Southern Baptists who have invest-
ed their lives in business or another 
field, have retired early, and now 
can offer IMB career personnel sup-
port and encouragement in a variety 
of ways.

“I am so glad I was obedient,” 
Mark said, marveling at the unex-

pected change in mission location. 
He also marvels at how the 

Southern Baptist Convention helps 
missionaries.

“We’ve come to a new apprecia-
tion for the Cooperative Program 
and the Lottie Moon offering,” he 
said. “We are doing something that 
God has put on our hearts to do. It 
may have not been possible without 
the well-organized International 
Mission Board.” The couple’s great-
est desire is for indigenous church-
es to be planted in the country in 
which they will serve. With the 
entire region primarily Muslim, it 
won’t be an easy task.

“The Lord put me in lots of 
situations, where I’ve had the 
opportunity to sow the seeds,” he 
noted. He is praying for more spe-
cific opportunities to share God’s 
truth.

“Please pray that we will have 
the Lord open doors to share,” he 
asked, “that the Lord will put us 
into divine places to reach people.”

As before, there is a special tour 
going to a restrictive access country 
in the Middle East. The 2009 dates 
are Mar. 27-Apr. 5, cost is approxi-
mately $4,300 and includes airfare 
from a gateway city, airfare and most 
domestic transport in the country, 
4-5 star hotel accommodations, 
breakfast, some dinners, visa and 
visa service, English-speaking tour 
guide and traveler’s insurance.

For more information, contact 
Freddy Parker, director of BCM/D’s 

Acts 1:8 ministry at 800-466-5290, 
ext 215 or fparker@bcmd.org.

IMB Service 
Opportunities

Journeyman Program

• Age twenty-something 
• Two year assignments, may 
extend up to three years 
• Single, never married, college 
graduates

International Service Corps 
(ISC)

• Two year assignment, may be 
up to three years
• Open to singles, couples and 
families 
• Education or experience to do 
the job

Masters Program

• Two or three years only, de-
clared up front 
• Age 50 and older 
• Same basic requirements as 
ISC

Long-term Missions

• Long-term missionary can-
didates are appointed as ap-
prentice missionaries, who must 
work closely with the candidate 
consultant for their state.
• Career missionaries invest 
a lifetime in cross-cultural evan-
gelism, church development, and 
church planting movements. 
• Missionary Associates, who 
have successfully completed an 
apprentice term, may be consid-
ered for missionary associate ser-
vice if they do not fully qualify for 
career service or when a four-year 
assignment is preferred. They 
must have the gifts, skills, and 
training needed to fill a specific 
associate assignment.

Those interested in exploring 
opportunities of service with the 
International Mission Board are 
urged to visit online at http://go-
ing.imb.org.

“We’ve come to a new 
appreciation for the Cooperative 
Program and the Lottie Moon 
offering,” Mark said. “We are doing 
something that God has put on our 
hearts to do. It may have not been 
possible without the well-organized 
International Mission Board.”

From short-term mission trips to IMB’s Masters Program: 
Couple marvels at God’s plan for their lives

Middle East Trip
March 27 - April 5, 2009

$4,300 per person

Cost includes airfare from a gateway city, airfare and most domestic transport in 
the country, 4-5 star hotel accommodations, breakfast, some dinners, visa and visa 
service, English-speaking tour guide and traveler’s insurance. If you are interest-
ed, contact Freddy Parker at (800) 466-5290 x215 or fparker@bcmd.org.
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By Sharon Mager 
For Embrace Baltimore

BALTIMORE, Md.—The 
summer of 2008 is long gone, but 
Baltimore churches are still reap-
ing the season’s harvest and expect 
to for years to 
come. Fifteen 
North Ameri-
can Mission 
Board (NAMB) 
missionaries, 
college students 
from across the 
country, arrived 
at the end of 
May to share 
their youth-
ful energy, 
their hands-on 
manpower and 
their God-given 
gifts and tal-
ents with local 
churches for the 
summer.

The NAMB 
summer mis-
sionaries came 
to Baltimore 
just as 19 
“May-Mester” 
missionaries 
from Hanni-
bal LaGrange College were leaving 
after serving churches for a month. 
God used these teams, in His time 
and way, to do some amazing work 
in and around the city. Embrace 
Baltimore facilitated the partner-
ships.

Mark Bacolod, a local NAMB 
summer missionary from Glen Bur-
nie, worked at Hazelwood Church 
this summer. Ed Reese, pastor of 
Hazelwood said through Bacolod’s 
ministry, the church tripled the size 
of its youth group. Bacolod made 
such an impression on the church 
that they’ve prayed about it and 
called him to be their part-time 
youth pastor.   

Reese told of one girl who was 
apathetic about her attendance at 
youth group and Sunday school. Her 
parents were concerned and had 
been praying for her. Bacolod began 
ministering to her and within two 

months she had changed so much 
she wouldn’t miss a Sunday school 
or youth meeting. She even asked 
her mom for a Bible.

 “He accomplished more in two 
months than we had in seven years,” 
reflected Reese.

Hazelwood Church also had a 
“May-Mester” missionary, Brian 
Starks, from Missouri. He too, 
Reese said, was a huge help. Starks 
paved the path for Mark’s success. 

Reese said the growth in the 
youth, both numerically and spiritu-
ally has energized the whole church. 

Jackie Perry, a missionary from 
Missouri, served at Valley Church. 
Rick Cash, pastor of Valley, said 
Perry also invigorated their church. 
Cash said Perry helped in a mul-
titude of ways including assisting 
with and teaching the youth, help-
ing with VBS and music camp and 
basically working wherever she was 
needed. 

 “She was very hands-on,” Cash 
said. He was particularly impressed 
with her ability to help lead a sports 
skills camp where Cash said her 
leadership and athletic skills were 
evident. 

Cody Smith, from Missouri, 
ministered at Canton Church. 
Smith said that while God was us-
ing him to work with the youth of 
the church, he was being ministered 
to by the church. 

 “It was a small church and the 
family atmosphere 
was amazing,” 
Smith said. 

Smith spent 
his time working 
with the youth, 
playing sports 
with them, getting 
to know them and 
giving them at-
tention that many 
normally don’t get. 

Wendy McCa-
rty, from Missis-
sippi, and Ryan 
Beadle, from Indi-
ana, both worked 
at Streetlite Chris-
tian Fellowship. 

Jeff Elkins, 
Streetlite’s ex-
ecutive pastor, said 
the two 
worked 
with the 
youth and 
children 
in all 

aspects—planning, orga-
nizing, administration and 
hands-on leadership. 

“They had a wonder-
ful impact on the church. 
They gave volunteers much 
needed support,” Ekins 
said. “They got to see three 
kids come to Christ and ten 
kids had major life changes 
through their relationship 
with Wendy and Ryan.” 

“We saw growth both 
numerically and spiritually. 
The kids really benefited 
and keep in contact with 
each other through Face-
book all the time.”

Jaimee LaFave, Em-
brace Baltimore’s director 
of mobilization, is pleased 
with the impact the summer 
missionaries had and are 
still having. LaFave said 

the missionaries provided real sup-
port to pastors, especially those who 
are the only church staff member. 
Pastors got a chance to have another 
person around to bounce ideas off of 
and to share some of the load. And 
the missionaries themselves re-
ceived some real hands-on ministry 
experience.

“They also got to be mentored by 
pastors—to see the joys and strug-
gles,” LaFave said. 

LaFave is already making plans 
for the summer of 2009 and imagin-
ing the possibilities.

If you have a college student in 
your church who is thinking about 
becoming a “summer missionary” in 
2009 and may be interested in serv-
ing in the metro-Baltimore area…
contact Jaimee at jlafave@embrace-
baltimore.com.

For those interested in serv-
ing in other parts of the Maryland/
Delaware area, contact Collegiate 
and Adult Evangelism Mission-
ary Thom Thornton at Tthornton@
bcmd.org. 

Churches reaping the harvest from summer missionaries—Become 
a summer missionary or welcome one to your church in 2009
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