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BiBle Verses
“and if you believe, you will receive whatever you ask for in prayer” (Matthew 21:22).

“at the same time, pray also for us that God may open a door to us for the message …”  
(Colossians 4:3).

“finally, pray for us, brothers, that the lord’s message may spread rapidly and be honored, just as it 
was with you” (2 Thessalonians 3:1).

leader PreParation

items needed:
q  Praying Your Friends to Christ guide 

(from www.gps2020.net)
q  316 Prayer Cards (from www.gps2020.net)
q  index cards for each person
q  Bible

God’s Plan for sharing (GPs) is an initiative organized by the north american Mission Board (naMB) 
that aims to fulfill the Great Commission in north america by the year 2020. The vision of this 
initiative is to have every believer sharing, every person hearing by the year 2020. naMB is leading 
the way as the effort kicks off during 2010. The first year includes a series of prayerwalks, mobilizing 
adults in other prayer initiatives, and engaging members in intentional evangelism in their families, 
workplaces, and communities.

for this ongoing effort to succeed, it must be undergirded with prayer. Unless we pray for those 
who aren’t following Christ, they will not be receptive to the gospel. Prayer paves the way for the 
holy spirit to penetrate hearts with an awareness of their separation from God and a willingness to 
consider the claims of Christ.

naMB has numerous resources to help with lesson preparation. among them is the guide Praying 
Your Friends to Christ and the 316 Prayer Card, which can both be found at www.gps2020.net. Click 
on the resources tab and then the Prayer icon. 

review these tools prior to your meeting. information from them will be cited in this lesson. also, have 
enough index cards on hand for each group member so they can make their own prayer cards for 
immediate use.
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BackGround information
Participants in your class or small group may take prayer for granted, thinking it is a perfunctory 
ritual done at mealtime or prior to taking an offering at a worship service. not true. Prayer is vital 
to walking daily with Jesus and an act he modeled during his time on earth. Prayer also fuels our 
attempts to share the good news with those who don’t believe in Christ. That takes the pressure off 
us and places it where it belongs—on the holy spirit.

in this lesson, emphasize that throughout the Bible, scripture teaches the necessity of prayer. Take 
time to read a number of Bible passages that will illustrate how praying is essential in following God. 
some suggested verses: 

•  second Kings 20:5 tells of God healing hezekiah because of his prayer.

•  in Psalm 61:1, david asks God to listen to his prayer.

•  daniel 9:21 describes the vision the prophet had during prayer.

•  in luke 11:1, the disciples ask Christ to teach them to pray.

•  acts 10:24–33 tells the story of Cornelius’ encounter with Peter after prayer.

•  in i Timothy 2:1, Paul advocates prayer and intercession for everyone.

•  first Peter 3:12 says that God’s ears are attentive to our prayers.

not only is prayer necessary for a successful Christian walk, it is a must in reaching non-believers. 
The guide, Praying Your Friends to Christ, lists numerous reasons to pray for non-believers. not only 
is it biblical, Jesus commanded us to do it.

another key figure, the apostle Paul, demonstrated praying for lost people. Their lost condition ought 
to touch our hearts. Those who don’t know Christ are bound by the god of this world and headed for 
disaster. Charles spurgeon notes prayer’s role in evangelism: “remember that prayer is effectual 
with God. . . We ought to bestir ourselves for men’s souls, and we cannot do better for them than by 
praying for them. . . ” (Taken from the Praying Your Friends to Christ guide.)

Participants need to grasp the biblical basis of prayer and develop the habit of interceding daily 
for unbelieving friends and family members. By appreciating scriptural teaching on prayer, they will 
develop a heart for it as a natural outflow of their relationship with God. 

Whether it was old Testament prophets, kings, and other leaders or new Testament apostles 
and preachers or our lord himself, all went before God to voice their requests and receive divine 
instruction. in the twenty-first century, should we expect to do anything less? not if we hope to fulfill 
the Great Commission.

teacHinG Plan

trying to race with no fuel
Tell the group that Christian demographer and author George Barna once said that a church that 
strives to evangelize its community without saturating its efforts in prayer is like a racecar driver 
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who jumps into a car at the starting line only to discover that the tank has no gas. how true. Prayer 
is an essential element of every activity of life with Christ.

Prayer has always been the mainstay of people seeking to follow God. King david refers constantly 
to prayer in the Psalms. The prophet daniel received visions and divine messages during his prayer 
sessions. Jesus constantly spent time alone with his father. (see Matthew 14:23 and Mark 6:46.) The 
second chapter of acts shows that prayer was one of several key components of the early church. 
James 5:16 says the prayer of the righteous is “very powerful.”

ask, “how would you describe your daily prayer life? does it consist of a quick thanks over meals 
and prayers offered by someone else during sunday morning services? is it a cry for help when you 
encounter financial struggles, a rebellious child, or workplace pressures? or is it a daily practice that 
brings God’s peace and direction to your life?” 

say, “no matter which it is, we can’t expect the world around us to place any value on a relationship with 
Christ if we fail to spend time with the God who sent his son to earth to make the sacrifice for our sins.” 

Tell the group that during the year 2010, the north american Mission Board is initiating GPs, which 
stands for God’s Plan for sharing. it is an effort to fulfill the Great Commission across north america 
by activating Christians in prayerwalks, other initiatives, and intentional evangelism among members’ 
families, workplaces, and communities. Why is prayer vital? read Colossians 4:3 and 2 Thessalonians 
3:1 to learn the secret behind first-century believers’ evangelistic emphasis. Matthew 21:22 tells us 
the person who believes when he or she prays will see answers.

Consider praying for others so that they would come to know Christ, and discuss the following:

•  how would you describe your prayer life? 

•  if it’s lacking, why don’t you pray more often?

•  do you believe that prayer makes a difference? Why?

•  have you seen prayer lead to healing, to positive changes in someone else’s life or your own, or to 
someone’s conversion? share the story.

•  did the scriptures you just read change your mind about prayer’s value? how?

Prayer: changing eternal destiny 
how can someone who doesn’t know Christ understand how to change his or her eternal destiny? 
They can’t. Yet it isn’t as simple as telling them the truth. Many will resist your efforts because of a 
negative experience with a church, a fraudulent televangelist, misunderstandings of scripture, or the 
increasingly popular belief that “many roads lead to God.” 
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This is where prayer plays an integral role in evangelism. as author and teacher Evelyn Christenson 
says, “We have failed to sufficiently involve God—through prayer—in our soul-winning efforts. in pre-
evangelism praying, we ask the omnipotent God of the universe to reach down and work in people’s 
lives before we do. and what a difference such praying makes!”

Understanding God’s desires to see the lost follow his son may help you better appreciate the need 
for prayer-driven evangelism. first Timothy 1:3–4 tell us the lord wants to see everyone saved and 
come to the knowledge of the truth. second Peter 3:9 says the lord is patient with people because 
he is “not wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance.” Many people can recite the familiar 
John 3:16 about God’s love for the world. however, they aren’t as familiar with the verse that follows: 
“for God did not send his son into the world that he might condemn the world, but that the world 
might be saved through him.”

“…That the world might be saved through him.” That is a lofty goal and one that will only be reached 
when God’s children take time to pray before they attempt to spread the gospel.

action Plan 

one of the tools for GPs is the 316 Prayer Card. it is designed to help you select three people to pray 
for, once a day for six weeks, and to seek to share Christ with them. These cards are to be placed in 
a prominent place in your wallet or purse as a reminder to pray for these people, your conversations 
about God with them, and their response to the gospel. although you can order them at  
www.gps2020.net, today we will create one on an index card.

Before writing down the names of these three people, choose a partner to share with. describe 
briefly each person you plan to pray for, a key fact about him or her, and how you believe coming to 
Christ would change that person’s life for the better. after each of you has reviewed this information, 
pray out loud with each other. name each person in prayer. Then commit to hold each other 
accountable to pray and witness to these people during the next six weeks.

lesson BY 
Ken Walker is a member of Celebration Church in huntington, West Virginia. he works in the 
storehouse, a food and clothing outreach to low-income residents and also participates in regular 
outreach activities in the community.

notes on sources
1. George Barna comment: naMB GPs Web site.

2.  Quote from Charles spurgeon: from Praying Your Friends to Christ.

3.  Quote from Evelyn Christenson: from Praying Your Friends to Christ.

Provided by the Mission Education Team of the North American Mission Board. 
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BiBle Verses
“again, i assure you: if two of you on earth agree about any matter that you pray for, it will be done 
for you by My father in heaven” (Matthew 18:19). 

“in that day you will not ask Me anything. i assure you: anything you ask the father in My name, he 
will give you” (John 16:23).

leader PreParation

one of the key elements for the north american Mission Board’s God’s Plan for sharing (GPs) 
strategy is to mobilize adults in proactive prayer initiatives that focus on lost people. While it isn’t the 
only method, prayerwalking is gaining popularity among southern Baptists and other denominations. 
one purpose of this lesson is to spark awareness of prayerwalking and to get participants involved. 
another is to encourage members of your class or small group to start workplace and neighborhood 
prayer groups.

if you aren’t familiar with prayerwalking, numerous materials are available on the internet. one 
excellent article you can read is “discover the impact of Prayer Walking” by sherri ingram, which you 
can find at the lifeWay Christian resources Web site (www.lifeway.com). 

an excellent book by randy sprinkle—director of the international Mission Board’s Prayer strategy 
office—is titled Follow Me: Becoming a Lifestyle Prayerwalker. Your state convention may also have 
materials on this subject. 

Background information
Though the action of prayerwalking doesn’t appear in the Bible, it is a biblically-oriented activity. it 
lines up with Paul’s directive to Timothy: “first of all, then, i urge that petitions, prayers, intercessions, 
and thanksgivings be made for everyone” (1 Timothy 2:1) (emphasis added). intercessory prayer is 
prayer focused on the needs and concerns of others. There is power in this kind of prayer. longtime 
southern Baptist prayer leader T.W. hunt says that of biblical prayers that we know have been 
answered, 78 percent involve intercession. 

You may ask, “What should we pray about?” it is tough to give a blanket answer because 
prayerwalking targets a specific place. The needs that you pray about will depend on the 
circumstances in your city, area, or neighborhood. in her article, “discover the impact of Prayer 
Walking,” sherri ingram mentions praying for people involved in violence, those she hears arguing, for 
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drug dealers, and for school children. sometimes she prays for people she sees. it may be those who 
come to mind as you walk or those you encounter on the street. 

The action plan at the end of this lesson suggests prayerwalking in members’ neighborhoods and 
around the church. You can encourage participants to consider other venues, such as government 
buildings, potential locations for new church starts, hospitals, businesses, sites where cults are 
located, and schools. 

one school prayerwalking effort started with a small southern Baptist church in a rural area of 
western Kentucky in January of 2007. Via the internet, the effort has since spread to more than 100 
schools and colleges in nine states and three other nations. 

Wade White, the youth pastor whose teens formed the first prayer team, said they intended to 
organize groups in a two-county area that would pray for one semester, but God kept opening doors 
and it spread farther.

“There’s no way i could spread it over Kentucky,” White said. “i didn’t have the time or the resources. 
it hasn’t been money, because we don’t have any. it’s not me. it’s God.”

This kind of activity shows the truth of the scripture: “Call to Me and i will answer you and tell 
you great and wondrous things you do not know” (Jeremiah 33:3). remind participants that they 
must embrace faith if they expect to see God move. as hebrews 11:6 says, “now without faith it is 
impossible to please God, for the one who draws near to him must believe that he exists and rewards 
those who seek him.” 

You will be able to persuade participants to get involved in prayerwalking and prayer groups when 
you can show them its biblical foundation and the evidence that prayer works wonders. 

teaching Plan

Praying for others
Prayer is a key element in the north american Mission Board’s (naMB) GPs strategy to fulfill the 
Great Commission in north america by 2020. Prayerwalking and lay-led prayer groups in workplaces, 
schools, businesses, and neighborhoods are proactive initiatives that will help Christians focus on 
those who don’t know Christ.

The goal of prayerwalking is to intercede in prayer on behalf of others, which involves concentrating 
on the needs of others instead of our own problems, finances, or health concerns. intercessory 
prayer is fruitful prayer. according to longtime southern Baptist prayer leader T.W. hunt, among 
biblical prayers where we know the results, 78 percent involve intercession.

Whether you get involved in prayerwalking or a prayer group outside of church, you may wonder 
what to pray about. The answers are as varied as the social problems, material needs, spiritual 
conditions and other circumstances in your city, county, or neighborhood. 
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one author who wrote about prayerwalking said that she prays for people involved in violence, those 
she hears arguing, school children, and sometimes those she sees on the street. sherri ingram, a 
member of florida Baptist Church in Baton rouge, louisiana, compares this to John the Baptist’s 
ministry. Just as he prepared the way for Jesus, prayerwalkers prepare the way for ministry teams.

“We go into an apartment complex or a neighborhood and pray for workers and residents—usually 
before a ministry is ever begun in the area,” ingram said. “Then our ministry teams come in to work in 
the neighborhood and find hearts already softened and ready for the gospel.” 

There is other evidence that this method works. in May of 2009, members of Garrison Baptist Church 
in Vanceburg, Kentucky, decided to prayerwalk their rural community before that summer’s Vacation 
Bible school (VBs). The event featured its first-ever adult VBs class. Thirty-four people enrolled and 
five accepted Christ as savior and were baptized.

“We’ve done prayerwalking on and off for several years,” pastor Wes Cooper said. “it really picks up 
the spiritual climate.”

as you contemplate this method of evangelism, discuss these questions:

• What problems exist in our community? Workplace? neighborhood? our children’s schools? 

• how bad is crime? 

• how many single parents live in our area?

• how do you think prayer could affect these situations?

• have you ever prayerwalked before? 

• What do you think of prayerwalking as a method of evangelism?

•  What do you think about the experience of Garrison Baptist’s members? do you believe similar 
results could take place at our church? Why?

Proof that Prayer Works
Whether you are prayerwalking, meeting with co-workers for lunch, or praying with neighbors, 
concentrated prayer can work wonders. 

after a prayerwalking seminar in 2008 at Woodlawn Baptist Church in Conover, north Carolina, 
participants realized they can engage in prayer anywhere, whether for familiar people issues or 
those they don’t know, said prayer leader alvin Benge. frequent prayerwalks on city streets, the 
church campus, and other places sparked an intense interest in prayer. When Woodlawn hosted a 
prayer renewal weekend last august, organizers expected 200 people. More than 4,000 attended!
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“The effect on those who do the prayerwalking is easy to see,” Benge said. “People are blessed and 
often have a positive story to tell about their time spent prayerwalking.”

Wade White, a southern Baptist youth pastor in a rural area of western Kentucky, also discovered 
the power of prayerwalking after he and his youth group started monthly walks around county 
schools starting in January of 2007. 

When they began, White said they intended to organize teams of students and adults in a two-county 
area who would prayerwalk for one semester. however, God kept opening doors. 

since then, Revive! prayer groups have spread to more than 100 schools and colleges in nine states 
and three other nations. God honored their prayers for fewer fights in schools and better student-
teacher relationships. 

such results demonstrate the biblical truth: “Call to Me and i will answer you and tell you great and 
wondrous things you do not know” (Jeremiah 33:3). however, as you pray, remember the necessity of 
faith. hebrews 11:6 says those who draw near to God must believe that he exists and rewards those 
who seek him.

action Plan
 
Prayerwalking is a method of preparing the way for ministry teams, church visitors, and non-
believers in neighborhoods. it is calling on God to stir up his spirit and draw people to Christ. as you 
go you can ask God to touch residents, bring peace to those who are in strife, comfort those who are 
neglected, and open their hearts to the gospel.

it helps to carry cards with selected scriptures to remind you of your purpose (Matthew 5:14–16), the 
power of teamwork (Ecclesiastes 4:12), and God’s protection (Psalm 61:2–3 and 91:10). record other 
scriptures containing God’s promises. remember prayerwalking may lead to encounters where you 
can tell someone about your faith.

divide into teams of two to four people (five is too many.) set a time during the coming week when 
you can prayerwalk your neighborhood for 30 minutes. assign one team to the area around the 
church. select a captain who will report back to the group next week.

for those who can’t participate for reasons of time or geography, form a prayer group at work or in 
your neighborhood. Take a lunch hour at work or leisure time at home to pray with two or three other 
believers.

Keep track of the specific prayer requests and check back to see the results.
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lesson BY 
Ken Walker is a member of Celebration Church in huntington, West Virginia. he works in the 
storehouse, a food and clothing outreach to low-income residents and also participates in regular 
outreach activities in the community.

notes on sources
statement on T.W. hunt’s calculations on prayer: “Prayer Walk, Prayer Journey” by dan r. Crawford.

statistics on school prayerwalking effort: from revive prayerwalking Web site. 

results at Woodlawn Baptist came from an e-mail interview with alvin Benge, a member of prayerwalking team. 

Provided by the Mission Education Team of the North American Mission Board. 
 
© Copyright 2010, North American Mission Board, SBC. All rights reserved. Southern Baptist churches have permission to photocopy lesson for church use only. Please send all inquiries or 
permission requests to NAMB Mission Education Content Development, 4200 North Point Pkwy., Alpharetta, GA 30022 or e-mail missionedu@namb.net. Not intended for sale. Unless otherwise 
noted, Scripture quotations have been taken from the Holman Christian Standard Bible®, Copyright © 1999, 2000, 2002, 2003 by Holman Bible Publishers. Used by permission.



God’s Plan for sharinG #3

Engaging the World

  1

BiBle Verses
“Those who sow in tears will reap with shouts of joy. Though one goes along weeping, carrying the 
bag of seed, he will surely come back with shouts of joy, carrying his sheaves” (Psalms 126:5–6).

“a sower went out to sow his seed. as he was sowing, some fell along the path; it was trampled on, 
and the birds of the sky ate it up. other seed fell on the rock; when it sprang up, it withered, since it 
lacked moisture. other seed fell among thorns; the thorns sprang up with it and choked it. still other 
seed fell on good ground; when it sprang up, it produced a crop: 100 times [what was sown]”  
(luke 8:5–8).

leader PreParation

after praying and equipping believers to spread the gospel, the third element of the north american 
Mission Board’s God’s Plan for sharing (GPs) evangelistic emphasis is sowing. This involves efforts of 
all believers to share the gospel with people outside the church, as well as friends and unsaved family 
members.  

Too many Christians believe evangelism is solely the work of the pastor, professional evangelists, or 
trained Bible teachers. however, God tells all his followers to “let your light shine before men, so that 
they may see your good works and give glory to your father in heaven” (Matthew 5:16).

Before leading this lesson, you may want to consult some evangelistic training materials. Try the 
following Web sites:

www.namb.net/onedaywitness 

www.namb.net/evangelism/thenet

www.Actsone8.com 

for help planning events, go to www.gps2020.net and click on the Plan Events tab. 

The goal of this lesson is to help adults learn ways of sharing Christ using culturally-relevant 
methods and to inspire them to share Christ one-on-one in appropriate settings with their friends 
and family. another is to help them plan and implement intentional evangelism events.

http://www.namb.net/onedaywitness
http://www.namb.net/evangelism/thenet
http://www.Actsone8.com
http://www.gps2020.net


GPs #3: engaging the World

  2

BackGround information
in Matthew 28:18–20, Jesus told his disciples to go into the world, making disciples and teaching 
them to observe all that he commanded. Known as the Great Commission, that call is under 
increasing threat today. People who are open about their faith in Christ and proclaim that he is the 
only way to eternal life are being attacked as narrow-minded, insensitive bigots or fundamentalists. 

Yet we can’t ignore Christ’s claim in John 14:6 that he is “the way, the truth, and the life.” or 1 John 
5:11–12, which says God gave us eternal life through his son, and only those who have his son have 
this life. 

The exclusive nature of belief in Jesus as the son of God, the lord over all creation, and the only way 
to eternal life is an essential doctrine for Christians. it may make others uncomfortable and create 
confrontations with those who think otherwise. But we cannot compromise on this point. 

one reason to stress this so strongly is that beliefs determine actions. if we don’t believe that 
Jesus is savior and lord, and that those who fail to follow him are destined for hell, then we will lack 
motivation to tell others about him. We won’t see the urgency to spread the good news that if people 
will turn away from their wrongdoing and follow Christ, they can be forgiven and have eternal life. 

People are dying for hope and answers in an uncertain world. one tragic example is the deaths of 
three people in the fall of 2009 at a new age seminar in arizona. one survivor of exposure to a 
sweat lodge there said that prior to the time of a ceremony held there, they had undergone days of 
physically and mentally strenuous events, including fasting. Participants paid $9,000 each for the 
five-day retreat.

scripture tells us that spreading the gospel won’t be easy; this is why Psalm 126:5 refers to sowing 
in tears. The parable of the sower in luke 8:5–8 warns that some of the seed of the gospel will fall 
on soil that is stony, dry, or choked by thorns. But the seed that falls on good ground—those who are 
open to the gospel—will produce a generous crop. 

This is the reason for organizing evangelistic events and sharing the good news of Christ in one-on-
one settings with friends, family, and acquaintances. if we who have accepted Christ remember the 
joy of that decision, why wouldn’t we want to introduce others to him?

teachinG Plan

Partying to sow the seed 
in luke 8:5–8, Jesus relates the parable of the sower. he describes seed that falls on rocky, dry, or 
thorny soil and withers. But on good ground, it can yield a 100-fold crop. although this may seem like 
an outdated story, anyone who has planted tomatoes, green beans, or onions can understand the 
illustration. Christ’s point: When we share the seed of the gospel with others, not everyone will listen. 
Yet, those who do will produce a huge crop and enlarge God’s kingdom.

not many Christians care for evangelism—at least not the kind that emphasizes knocking on 
strangers’ doors or buttonholing them on street corners. however, for two decades southern 
Baptists have been organizing events known as block parties. This strategy is designed to help 
spread the gospel in a church’s (or city’s) community.
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a block party is a non-threatening, fun-filled, caring outreach designed to meet needs. it can include 
whatever the sponsoring group desires, such as children’s games, inflatable jump areas, pony rides, 
free food, and prize drawings. Churches can either purchase prizes or solicit donations from local 
merchants.

This is also an opportunity to share the gospel, whether by handing out tracts, by Bible distribution, or 
by sharing a testimony with guests. Creative methods such as biblically-based skits, puppet shows, 
gospel rapping, or music are growing in popularity. again, the method is up to the sponsor. 

Block parties are not the only way to engage the public. since 1997, missionary Martin davis has 
been organizing an outreach at the rose Parade. This new Year’s day event draws up to one million 
spectators. among its features are teams of clowns and mimes who pass out tracts; witnessing 
teams; and booths for games, popcorn, and cotton candy. 

davis is a Mission service Corps missionary affiliated with the north american Mission Board. he 
started with himself and a couple volunteers. for the 2009 parade, he had 160 helpers, who recorded 
28 professions of faith in Christ.

“if we’re faithful, God gives the increase,” says davis—a comment that illustrates the truth of luke 8:8. 

as you contemplate sponsoring such an event, discuss the following:

• have you ever been involved in a block party or other outreach? 

• What results did you observe?

• how could your class or small group get involved?

• What preparations would you have to make?

•  Would telling someone about Christ at a block party be less threatening than knocking on a 
stranger’s door? Why?

sharing the truth
do you believe that Jesus is the son of God and the only way to eternal life? That goes against 
societal wisdom, which proclaims there are many paths to God. But that isn’t true. in John 14:6, Jesus 
says he is the way, the truth, and the life. and that no one comes to the father except through him. 
first John 5:11–12 says God gave eternal life through his son and only those who have his son have 
this life.

Grasping these truths is essential if you hope to see others decide to follow Christ as savior and 
lord. and though the block party and other outreaches are designed to make it easier to spread the 
gospel, mass events aren’t the only way.
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You can also make one-on-one presentations to friends, family members, or acquaintances. This 
doesn’t have to be done in a formal setting. it can occur over a meal in a restaurant, a sporting event, 
or driving to the hardware store or dress shop. 

You can also use an activity you like, such as riding motorcycles, fixing cars, playing board games, or 
scrapbooking, and do it with non-believers. The relationships you establish will give you a chance to 
tell others about your faith.

however, don’t hide the truth about your beliefs in hopes of springing them on someone later. Mat 
shockney, a collegiate church planting strategist with the north american Mission Board, says lost 
people consider that phony.

“i share upfront that i’ve been changed,” he says. “i tell the person, ‘i’m a Christian because God 
changed my life. i’m not going to treat you any differently because of that.’” still he looks for an 
opportunity to make sure that person understands the truth that Jesus is the only way to heaven.

action Plan 

although block parties are usually church- or association-wide events, your class or small group can 
still sponsor one. Consider staging a mini-carnival at a nearby apartment complex or subdivision. it 
only takes a handful of volunteers to set up children’s games, do face painting, and serve hot dogs. 
add other activities according to the number of volunteers you can enlist and the community’s 
make-up. for example, in a more affluent area you could alter the games, menu, and prizes. one 
way to involve the community is to approach businesses and other potential sponsors to ask for 
donations—and invite them to attend.

if your group is too small to stage this kind of event, consider how you can join a larger block party 
or other outreach event in the future. Plan to volunteer to handle a specific task such as cooking, 
setting up the dining area, overseeing games, or approaching sponsors to ask for prizes. Choose a 
coordinator now who will serve as the key contact with the block party organizer.

lesson By
Ken Walker is a member of Celebration Church in huntington, West Virginia. he works in the 
storehouse, a food and clothing outreach to low-income residents and also participates in regular 
outreach activities in the community.

notes on sources 
reference to sweat lodge in arizona: from associated Press report oct. 21.
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BiBle Verses
“There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to people by which 
we must be saved” (acts 4:12).

“for i am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is God’s power for salvation to everyone who 
believes, first to the Jew, and also to the Greek” (romans 1:16).

“set apart the Messiah as lord in your hearts, and always be ready to give a defense to anyone who 
asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you” (1 Peter 3:15). 

leader PreParation

if a sales executive were to design brilliant brochures, organize efficient contact lists, and reach daily 
contact goals but never ask someone to make a purchase, he would quickly go broke. Taking steps 
to organize evangelistic outreaches without ever inviting those we encounter to make a decision to 
follow Christ is like never closing a sale.

The final unit of God’s Plan for sharing (GPs) focuses on harvesting. The aim is to engage adults in 
evangelism that results in documented professions of faith, including baptism, church membership, 
and discipleship. however, the goal is not to “guilt” members into participating in soul-winning efforts. 
rather, it is to demonstrate to adults that they honor God when they are obedient to him in telling 
others about Christ, regardless of the outcome of their efforts.

one helpful guide can be found at the north american Mission Board’s Web site, www.namb.net. look 
for the one-hour Witnessing Workshop. The leader’s manual has several helpful sections to guide 
your preparations in leading this session.

Background information
When it comes to the gospel, the familiar term closing the sale may have bad connotations. Yet that 
is what Christians should do in evangelizing. We shouldn’t just deliver the truth and walk away. We 
should complete the presentation.

after sharing the gospel, including scriptures that explain Christ’s sacrifice, we need to ask the 
other person if he or she wants to make a decision to follow Jesus as lord. We also should invite the 
individual to signify that decision by going through baptism, joining a church, and becoming Jesus’ 
disciple.

http://www.namb.net
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scripture makes it clear that God approves of such activity. Proverbs 11:30 from the new international 
Version says that “he who wins souls is wise.” first Peter 3:15 tells us to always be ready to give a 
defense of our faith. romans 1:16 calls the gospel God’s power for salvation to all who believe.

it helps to point out that gospel presentations must be done in the spirit of humility, not an 
argumentative, debating, or condescending manner. Ephesians 2:8–9 says that we are saved by 
grace, which is God’s gift, one that doesn’t allow for personal boasting. overbearing church members 
who insist their view of the Bible is the only correct one, or who browbeat people into making a 
decision, aren’t likely to win many converts.

still, you will have to deal with the innate shyness many people have about speaking to strangers 
or telling others about their faith. some may feel inadequate or timid because of their own faults or 
shortcomings (one reason it is difficult to witness to a family member). 

remind participants that when Jesus delivered his Great Commission in Matthew 20:18–20, he 
meant it for all disciples, not just those followers on the mountain, full-time pastors, or missionaries. 
Encourage them to see themselves as mere instruments, able to depend on the power of the holy 
spirit to speak the right words as he convicts the other person of his or her need for Christ.

in presenting the gospel, it helps to follow the kind of pattern spelled out in the action Plan at the end 
of this lesson. While it is good to memorize key scriptures, some may have trouble with memorization. 
it is oK to write the scriptures down for reference. it is better to write them out on a card and openly 
refer to them than it is to stumble trying to recall the verses. advise members of your class or small 
group that they should not be so tied to a rehearsed presentation that it falls apart if questions or 
situations arise that don’t fit their plan.

teaching Plan

Presenting the gospel
a salesperson who makes presentations all day but never closes a sale will soon be unemployed. a 
farmer who plants crops but never harvests them will go broke. a church that sponsors block parties 
and other evangelistic outreaches but never asks anyone if they want to follow Christ and make him 
their lord will fizzle away.

as we conclude our look at GPs, we come to the final step of a gospel presentation: asking the other 
person if he or she wants to make a decision to follow Christ. Those who respond yes should be 
invited to follow up with baptism and church membership, either at your church or the congregation 
where that person already has an affiliation.

Witnessing missions are as old as Christ. in Matthew 10:5–6, Jesus sent out 12 disciples to israel, 
telling them to preach and perform acts of mercy. he sent out 70 followers on a similar mission in 
luke 10:1. John 4 describes him talking with a samaritan woman at a well. The Book of acts is full of 
stories about Paul and other disciples’ journeys to share the gospel. 
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The idea of talking to strangers may seem intimidating, which is why block parties and other 
evangelistic outreaches are important. it is easier to start a conversation with someone when a point 
of contact has been established.

still, unless you already know the other person, you will have to introduce yourself and initiate a 
conversation. Begin with such topics as work, family, hobbies, other interests, school, current issues, 
or religion. remember to relax, be natural, and allow your personality to emerge.

Ultimately, any gospel presentation needs to get to the point of asking the other person if he or she 
wishes to make a decision about Christ. Mat shockney, a collegiate church planting strategist with 
the north american Mission Board, says believers need to come to the place where they don’t just 
share testimony, they present the principles of the gospel.

“look at them and say, ‘is this a decision you’d want to make?’” shockney says. “That you would want 
to leave the way you’ve lived in the past and embrace a relationship—a new way of living with Jesus 
Christ?’”

if the person says no, he advises backing off and possibly asking if he or she might be interested at 
another time. however, don’t push because if the holy spirit isn’t working, there is nothing more you 
can do, shockney says. 

advancing the gospel 
it may help to understand the necessity of interacting with others for the purpose of advancing the 
gospel by looking at two passages of scripture. 

in John 1:40–51, Jesus meets the men who become his disciples. The first thing andrew did after 
following Christ was to tell his brother he had found the Messiah. later, after Jesus called Philip, he 
found nathaniel and told him about Jesus. Personal sharing increased the disciples’ numbers.

acts 16:13–15 tells the story of lydia, a businesswoman who heard Paul preach, got baptized, and 
then invited the disciples to her home. This act provided refreshment and encouragement for the 
disciples before they set out for further ministry.

likewise, you can advance the gospel by sharing the truth that changed your life and inviting others 
to do the same. Your only task is to tell what you have learned, then let the holy spirit do the rest.

Martin davis, a missionary in san diego affiliated with the north american Mission Board, says 
asking about a person’s beliefs can be posed in a non-threatening way. he likes the question, “in your 
personal opinion, what does it take for a person to go to heaven?”

if the answer is anything but accepting Jesus as lord and savior, he follows with, “do you mind if i 
share with you what the Bible says about that?”
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among the scriptures he uses are John 3:16, which says whoever believes in Christ can have eternal 
life; John 14:6 about Christ being the only way to God, and Ephesians 2:8–9, which says that grace is a 
gift of God.

action Plan 

Using the C.a.s.T. model below, practice engaging another member of the group in conversation for 
the purpose of asking about the person’s spiritual beliefs. Use the following outline and questions: 

c:  connection. seek to connect with the other person. 
Where are you from? how long have you lived here? if already acquainted, ask about family 
members or mutual friends.

a:  activities. find out about his or her work, hobbies, or interests. 
What kind of work do you do? What do you enjoy doing in your spare time? for students, what 
courses are you taking?

s:  spiritual matters. learn whether the person is open to discussing spiritual matters. 
Would you consider yourself to be a spiritual person? do you ever think about spiritual things? 
do you know whether you will go to heaven when you die? Can i share with you the story of how i 
came to be sure?

t:  tell your story. 
if the person is open to sharing, continue with your testimony. include the gospel, using such 
verses as John 3:16, John 14:6, romans 5:8, romans 10:9–10, and Ephesians 2:8–9. 

Take this outline home and memorize it, then practice on a neighbor or co-worker this week. 

lesson By
Ken Walker is a member of Celebration Church in huntington, West Virginia. he works in the 
storehouse, a food and clothing outreach to low-income residents and also participates in regular 
outreach activities in the community.

Provided by the Mission Education Team of the North American Mission Board. 
 
© Copyright 2010, North American Mission Board, SBC. All rights reserved. Southern Baptist churches have permission to photocopy lesson for church use only. Please send all inquiries or 
permission requests to NAMB Mission Education Content Development, 4200 North Point Pkwy., Alpharetta, GA 30022 or e-mail missionedu@namb.net. Not intended for sale. Unless otherwise 
noted, Scripture quotations have been taken from the Holman Christian Standard Bible®, Copyright © 1999, 2000, 2002, 2003 by Holman Bible Publishers. Used by permission.


	em-gps1
	em-gps2
	em-gps3
	em-gps4

