
My Campus, My Mission #1 

Does My Locker Stink?

The passage we are examining comes at the beginning of the second letter 
to the Corinthians by the apostle Paul. In the first letter to the Corinthians, 
he addressed many doctrinal errors that the church was experiencing. In the 
second letter, Paul is quick to express his joy in their obedience to Christ.

Upon sharing with the Corinthian church the suffering he had endured for 
the sake of the gospel, we come to our passage. Even in the hardship that 
Paul faced, he knew that in sharing the good news of salvation, he was trium-
phant in Christ.

The picture painted for us in this passage is that of a victory parade by a 
conquering army. Often in ancient victory parades, there were great amounts 
of incense burned and carried along the route. The celebration reached all of 
the senses. Paul writes that the good news of Jesus results in a much greater 
victory march. He has sent His followers into the world to declare His victory 
over sin and death. Instead of incense being burned, we as followers of Christ 
are his aroma, letting everyone know the great news. To those who already 
know Christ, our presence is one of encouragement, or “life leading to life.” 
To those who do not know Him, our message is that without Christ, they will 
die and be forever separated from Him. In this way we are the “scent of death 
leading to death.” And yet the sweet aroma we want them to enjoy is the gift 
of eternal life found in Christ!

Since students spend so much of their days at school, they must realize that 
is the place where God has led them, so they might too spread the aroma of 
Christ, as well. They should encourage those who follow Christ and seek to 
reach those who don’t. In other words, the parade route leads right down the 
halls of their school.

Leader Prep

Students will understand that 
God has given them a mission 
field in their schools and they 
are to give off the aroma of 
Christ everywhere they go.

2 Corinthians 2:14-16
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Bible Verses
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Hi-Speed Missions Does My Locker Stink?2

Gather six to eight items that have distinct smells (i.e. an orange, perfume, cinnamon, etc.). Blindfold two volunteers and have 
them compete to see who can correctly identify the most items solely by smell.

Ask, “How easy is it to identify something when you can only smell it?” (Wait for a response.) 

Then ask, “What smells do you really like? What smells do you really not like?” (Expect a variety of responses.)

Tell the students, “Scientists tell us that smell is one of our most powerful senses. Certain smells can bring back good or bad 
memories or even bring comfort. When we look at Scripture, we find that Christians are supposed to have a distinct smell as well.” 
Ask, “According to these verses, what different ‘smells’ do Christians have?”

Have students open their Bibles to 2 Corinthians 2:14-16. Have a volunteer read the passage aloud.

Ask, “According to these verses, what different ‘smells’ do Christians have?”

Take a few moments and give the students some background on this passage you learned from the Leader Background section of 
the lesson.

Tell the students, “Verse 14 states that God has put ‘us on display in Christ’ in every place where we go.”

Ask, “What places do you go every week?” (Any response will do.)

“What places do you spend most of your time?” (Expect answers such as school or home.)

“Why do you think God may have put you in those unique places?” (To share Christ)

Tell the students, “For most teenagers, a majority of their time is spent either at home or at school. It is in these places that you 
have the greatest opportunity to ‘spread the aroma of Christ.’ As a student, your campus is a mission field to which God has as-
signed you to make an impact for Him. We can make this impact on both Christians and non-Christians.

“God has given us the message of reconciliation (2 Corinthians 5:19). He has chosen us, His people, to take the good news of Jesus 
wherever He may lead us. Our lives are to be a demonstration of the grace of God at work. When we are around others who follow 
Jesus, our lives should encourage them to live more committed to Christ. When we are around those who do not know Jesus, our 
lives and words should take every opportunity to point them to amazing offer of the cross.”

“For you, God has led you somewhere that you spend many hours a day–your school. He has led you through the doors and now 
desires for your life to display the victory of Jesus for everyone present. You will probably have Christian friends who like being 
around you because they are encouraged by your commitment to Christ. You will also, more than likely, come in contact every day 
with those who do not know Jesus. Some will not like your relationship with Christ because it goes against what they believe and 
makes them feel uncomfortable. We must remember our desire is that they come to know Jesus, so they too will love and enjoy 
the ‘scent of Christ.’”

Ask, “Why is it important for you to be an encouragement to other Christians around you at school?” (Allow a variety of responses. 
Make sure someone says that it makes it easier to fulfill our Christian commitments when other Christians encourage us.)

“What are some specific ways you can encourage other Christians who go to your school?” (Expect a variety of responses.)

“Why is it important for you to be the ‘aroma of Christ’ at your school for those who do not believe?” (So they might someday 
believe in Christ)

“What are some specific ways you can share your faith with those who do not believe?” (Allow a variety of responses.)

What Do You Smell Like?

The Fragrance of Christ



Give each student an index card. On the first side, have them write the names of two Christians they know at their school. After 
everyone has finished, take a few moments and have everyone pray for the people they wrote down.

Have the students turn their cards over. Have them write the names of two people in their school who do not have a relationship 
with Christ. After everyone has finished, take a few moments and have everyone pray for the people they wrote down.

Challenge students to take these cards and place them where they will be seen everyday, such as on a mirror or on the dashboard 
of their car. When they see they card, they should pray that God would make them the smell of Christ to all four of the people they 
listed.

End by praying for your students as they seek to reach their campus for Christ.

Hi-Speed Missions Does My Locker Stink?3

Committed to be a Witness          

Provided by the Mission Education Team of the North American Mission Board.
© Copyright 2009, North American Mission Board, SBC. All rights reserved. Southern Baptist churches have permission to photocopy lesson for church use only. Please send all inquiries to NAMB Mission Education 
Content Development, 4200 North Point Pkwy., Alpharetta, GA 30022 or e-mail missionedu@namb.net.  Not intended for sale.

Unless otherwise noted, Scripture quotations have been taken from the Holman Christian Standard Bible®, Copyright © 1999, 2000, 2002, 2003 by Holman Bible Publishers. Used by permission.



My Campus, My Mission #2 

There’s No “I” in Team

A theme that runs through the book of Ephesians is that of family. Every  
person who is a follower of Christ is a part of God’s family. We have been  
adopted through the blood of Christ (Ephesians 1:5) and now we have an  
inheritance that is beyond compare (Ephesians 2:6-7). As a result, there is a 
way that we, as children of the King, should live. Chapter four of Ephesians 
reveals that to us.

It is important that we as children of God live in unity with those who are  
“fellow citizens” (Ephesians 2:19). Paul urges those Christians who are in 
Ephesus to live lives of humility, gentleness, and patience with one another. 
As well, they were to reflect an attitude of love and acceptance to those who 
shared a relationship with Christ. The reason why we should seek this unity 
and peace is that we all have “One Lord, one faith, one baptism.” In other 
words, our common bond in Christ outweighs the differences that we have  
in our personalities.

When we become a follower of Christ, we don’t lose our individuality or 
personalities. We keep many of our likes and dislikes. Unfortunately, this can 
lead to division among those who follow Christ. While our differences may be 
what makes us unique, we must all strive to seek unity and partnership with 
other believers in order to spread the message of Christ.

Students must understand that even though other believers may be differ-
ent than them, we are all living to serve God and serve others. Our different 
personalities make us better equipped to reach more and more people for 
the kingdom of Christ.

When all types of students join together on their campus to pray and demon-
strate the love of Christ in word and deed, there will be a great impact made. 
There is nothing else in this world that brings such a diverse group of people 
together as the love of Christ. It is within that unity that we strive to reach out 
with the greatest news the world has ever heard. 

Leader Prep

Students will understand the 
need to connect with other 
believers for the task of reach-
ing their schools for Christ.

Ephesians 4:1-5
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Hi-Speed Missions There’s No “I” in Team2

To open your session, have a group of three or four students compete against an individual student. Give both teams a 
stack of building materials (scrap paper or drinking straws will probably work best–or give them a random assortment of 
things found around your church!) and a roll of tape. Tell them that they are going to see which team can build the high-
est structure in two minutes. At the end of the two minutes, declare a winner. Have the losing team clean up the mess.

Ask the students, “Who had the easiest time, the individual or the team with several members? Why?” (Wait for a response.)

“What are some things in life that are harder for us to do when we have to do them by ourselves?” (Allow a variety  
of responses.)

“If you were the only Christian in your school, how would life be different for you?” (Allow a variety of responses.)

“Would it be easier or harder to reach your school for Christ? Why?” (Harder)

Tell your students that you are going to read a statement aloud to them. When you are finished, you will give them a 
moment to think about the statement and then you want to know if they agree or disagree with it.

The statement is this: “If you are a Christian, you need other Christians.” If all students either agree or disagree, you may 
want to take the other side of the issue to provoke discussion. Ask the students why they answered the way that they 
did.

Have students open their Bibles to Ephesians 4:1-5. Have one or more students read the passage aloud as others follow 
along in their Bibles.

Ask, “What message is Paul seeking to convey in this passage?” (We should be working together as Christians and 
treating one another with love and respect.)

Ask, “Would you say there is unity among Christians at your school? Why or why not?” (Allow a variety of responses.)

Paul begins this passage urging Christians to live in a way that is worthy of being a child of God. In other words, our lives 
should reflect the fact that we have been saved by Jesus. One way this is seen is our interactions with other Christians. 
Sometimes we may interact with them the same way that we interact with our own siblings.

Ask, “Have you heard of the term ‘sibling rivalry’? What does this mean?” (It is when siblings–or brothers and sisters–try 
to prove they are better than each other, often in an effort to earn parental approval.)

“Have you seen Christians act this way? Why or why not?” (Let them discuss.)

Say, “It can be much easier to be unified at church than it is at school. Different clubs, teams, and schedules pull every-
one in different directions. Throw in different personalities and friends and you have a recipe for division! However, 
Jesus does not want us to be unified only when we are together on Sunday mornings and Wednesday nights.” 

Have a student read John 17:11. Tell the students, “This passage is part of the prayer Jesus prayed before going to the 
cross. In it, He asked the Father to make His followers as united as He and the Father are. You cannot get any more unified 
than the Trinity!

Together We Can

Teaming Up to Tell God’s Story



Jesus says that we are the light of the world (Matthew 5:14). One small light will make a difference in a dark room. 
However, the more lights you bring together, the brighter they shine. When you join together with other believers, 
your lights will shine more brightly and you will make a greater impact on your campus.”

Ask, “What are some things that keep Christians from being united at school?” (Allow time for discussion.)

“How could joining together with other believers allow you to make a greater impact on your campus?” (Allow discussion.)

Have students take a moment and think of other Christians who go to their school. Challenge them to start a regular 
event that brings Christians from you church and other churches together. This could happen many different ways. 
They may want to start a weekly prayer time before school. They may want to meet at a fast-food restaurant before or 
after school. They may want to join other Christians at lunch.

Encourage the students to see this as not just a time to hang out. This is a time to connect with other followers of 
Jesus who want to reach their school for Him. Be sure to follow up with your students after a few weeks and offer any 
encouragement or support they may need.

Close your time in a prayer that echoes the words of Ephesians 4:1-5, asking Jesus to help your students walk in unity 
with other Christians for His glory.
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My Campus, My Mission #3

Who’s the New Kid?

Part of “being in the world” is interaction with those who do not know Christ. 
This is part of our mission. Jesus commands us to make disciples of all na-
tions (Matthew 28:19, Acts 1:8). While there are going to be times when we 
as Christians share with those we have just met and may never see again, a 
majority of the time we will share the gospel with those we have built a rela-
tionship. It is out of these genuine friendships that evangelism most naturally 
occurs. Quite simply, we want those who are close to us to know the love of 
God through Christ.

There are things that we, as Christians, can do to hinder our ability to share 
Jesus. Our focal passage can help us to avoid some of those mistakes. Once 
we learn to avoid this pitfalls, we will be better equipped to live as a witness 
for Christ.

Paul writes that we are to be wise in the way that we act towards those who 
are outsiders. The term “outsider” simply refers to those who are not Chris-
tians. In other words we need to think about what our actions and words 
communicate to them. Does what I say and do show that Christ is the most 
important thing in my life? 

Paul uses the picture of salt when referring to the way we speak to those 
who are not Christians. This is an amazing picture. Salt in the ancient world 
was very valuable. In fact, soldiers were sometimes paid with it. Salt was and 
is used as a preservative for food. And salt enhances the flavor of food. If we 
were to take these ideas and apply them to our speech, we would speak in a 
way that encourages, uplifts, and that others want to hear. When our words 
are consistently heard this way, it will open a door in our conversations for us 
to share about how Christ has changed our lives.

Leader Prep

Students will understand 
the need and importance of 
building relationships with 
non-believers, so they can 
 develop opportunities to 
share Christ.

Colossians 4:5-6
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Hi-Speed Missions Who’s the New Kid?2

For this activity, those with smaller groups will have everyone participate. If you have a large group, you may want to select a few 
volunteers to be involved. Instruct your students to think of a famous person who most people would know. Challenge them to 
think creatively. Make sure they do not share the person’s name aloud. After giving them some time to think, the group is going 
to guess who they selected by asking 20 questions or less that have “yes” or “no” answers. For instance, they may ask, “are you a 
woman?” or “are you alive today?”  Think of someone yourself just in case they need help getting started.

Ask the students:
•  Of all the people we guessed tonight, who do you know the most about? Why is this the case?
•  Even though you know things about them, would you say you really know them? Why or why not?
•  What does it take for us to really get to know someone?
•  Is it important for Christians to have friendships with people who are not Christians? Why?

Have your students open their Bibles to Colossians 4:5-6. Have as many volunteers read as there are Bible translations available. If 
possible, you may want to bring a few different translations with you or print the passage in multiple translations from an Internet 
site such as www.biblegateway.com.

Ask the students: 
How are these translations different from each other? • 
What message or messages do they all have in common?• 

Say: “This passage deals with our relationships with those who are not Christians. We often do not think about the way that our at-
titude and actions can have an effect on our ability to share Christ. Paul teaches that we must be very careful in two areas. The first 
is in the way we act towards those who are ‘outsiders.’ “The word ‘walk’ in the Bible is often used to describe a person’s way of life. 
It is a description of how they live their life every day. Here we learn that our walk should wise when it comes to how we behave 
towards outsiders.”

Ask the students:
• What would be some actions that are unwise when it comes to building a relationship with someone who is not a Christian?
• How can these actions have a negative effect on reaching them for Christ?
• Why does Paul write that we must “make the most of the time”?

Christians must also be careful in how they act toward non-Christians whom they meet. Paul uses the analogy of salt when he 
describes exactly how our speech should be. This illustrates a type of conversation that uplifts us, encourages us, and makes us 
aware of the presence of Christ in our lives. It also pictures a conversation that is ready to tell someone about their need for Christ 
(...so that you may know how you should answer each person).

Ask: “What are some examples of wrong things Christians might say? (See Colossians 3:8 for some excellent examples.) How might 
unwise words hurt your ability to share Christ with someone?”

Sometimes we are blind to our own weaknesses. It is only when we are able to take a step back and honestly look at ourselves that 
we are able to see the areas in which we need God’s help to change us.

Give every student a piece of paper. If time and resources permit, type and hand out out the questions below. If not, read the 
following statements aloud, instructing the students to answer as honestly as possible. They are the only ones who will see their 
answer.

Twenty Questions

How’s Your Walk?

Am I Being a Good Witness?          



My attitude becomes negative when...• 
My words are not Christlike when...• 
I want to be a better example of a Christian when I am around...• 

After giving the students time to answer, close your time in prayer. Guide them through a time of silent prayer, encouraging them 
to confess any wrong words or actions and asking God to strengthen them as they seek to live for Him. Close your time of prayer 
by asking God to use each and every student to reach others for Christ.
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My Campus, My Mission #4

Finding a New Seat at Lunch

For most people, spending time with people who are like you comes natu-
rally. We tend to gravitate towards those who have a common interest, goal, 
or outlook on life. This is seen even more so in the teenage years. Students 
often surround themselves with a group that is just like themselves. However, 
sometimes Jesus calls us to go outside of our group to tell others about Him.

Philip was an early believer who crossed many barriers with the gospel. As 
a Jew, he would typically have no contact with those who were not Jewish. 
However, after becoming a follower of Christ, those barriers began to break 
down. In Acts 8, Philip is first seen going to a Samaritan village to tell them 
the good news of Jesus. The Jews deeply disliked the Samaritans and had 
nothing to do with them (John 4:9). After this, the Spirit of God carried Philip 
to the desert where he met up with the Ethiopian, a Gentile. Again, we see 
Philip’s relationship with Christ breaking down barriers as Jews did not associ-
ate with Gentiles.

The Ethiopian was a man who followed the teachings of Judaism. On his way 
back to Ethiopia from worshiping at the temple in Jerusalem, Philip is lead 
to go and explain the Scripture, to him. In doing so, the Ethiopian became a 
follower of Christ.

Philip’s example is one that we can all follow. There are barriers that we all en-
counter. They may be racial, social, or economic. For students, it is often easier 
for them to share with those in their social group. Crossing into another social 
group may cause uneasiness. However, it may be those very barriers that God 
wants us to cross in order to let someone know of His love for them. We must 
be sensitive to the leading of His Spirit and ready to go wherever He might lead.

Leader Prep

Students will see the need to 
cross whatever barriers there 
may be at school in order to 
tell others the good news of 
the gospel.

Acts 8:26-31
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Hi-Speed Missions Finding a New Seat at Lunch2

Choose three volunteers to play, “Name that State!” Tell the volunteers that you are going to give them a state nickname, and they 
must tell you the name of the state. In order to make the game a little more competitive, have a small prize of candy for the winner.

Give the students the nicknames below:

State Nicknames   States
The Yellowhammer State   Alabama

The North Star State   Minnesota

The Natural State    Arkansas

The Pelican State    Louisiana

The Granite State    New Hampshire

The Sunflower State   Kansas

The Pine Tree State   Maine

The First State    Delaware

The Evergreen State   Washington

The Silver State    Nevada

The Beehive State   Utah

The Empire State    New York

The Land of Enchantment   New Mexico

Ask the students:

Which of those did you hear for the first time just now?•	
 Why do you think states chose the nicknames they did? (Ultimately it boils down to a description of something that makes the •	
state somewhat unique among the other states.)

Say: “State nicknames describe a group of people who have something in common. For example, many people from Ohio will call 
themselves ‘Buckeyes,’ or people from Oklahoma will call themselves ‘Sooners.’ College mascots are even selected around these 
identities.”

Ask the students:

In your school, are there different groups of students who have a similar identity?•	
What “nicknames” do those groups have? (Preps, jocks, goths, geeks, etc...)•	
What makes these groups different? How are they similar?•	
How often do people in these different groups interact?•	
As a Christian, how important is it for you to be able to interact with people in these different groups?•	
What makes interacting with people from another group difficult?•	

State Nicknames



Select two volunteers for Scripture reading. Have one read Acts 8:26-28. When that student is finished, have the other student 
retell the story in his or her own words. Then have the students switch roles and finish verses 29-31.

Ask: “From what you heard of this story, what were some of the possible barriers faced by Philip?” (Race, language, religion, and 
social status are all possible answers.)

Take a moment to share insights learned from the Leader’s Prep about Jewish thoughts on other ethnic groups, as well as Philip’s 
willingness to cross those barriers.

Ask the students: “Do you think Philip found it easy to cross into these different groups? Why or why not? With what groups of 
people at school do you find it most difficult to share? Why?”

Have a volunteer read verse 29 again. Then ask the students: “According to this verse, what was Philip’s motivation for going?”

Philip was sensitive to the leading of the Holy Spirit. He understood that God’s plan was not only to save those who were Jewish, 
but those from every nation, tribe, and tongue (Matthew 28:19, Revelation 7:9). This helped break down any barriers that may 
have been there and allowed Philip to be used by God.

Ask the students to do the following: “On a large piece of paper or whiteboard, make two columns. For one, give the heading ‘dif-
ferent.’ On the other, write the heading ‘similar.’ First have everyone brainstorm as many things as possible that make the groups at 
their school different and write these under the different column. Examples may include: clothes, religious beliefs, race, etc... After 
there are several written, have everyone brainstorm as many things as possible that people in their school have in common. If it is 
not stated, make sure to add to the list and emphasize that everyone has a common need for salvation through Christ.”

Ask: “How does our common need for Jesus help us overcome the barriers that may exist between different groups?”  

Have students open their Bibles to Mark 16:15. As they are turning to this passage, hand each student an index card. Have some-
one read this verse aloud. When they are finished, tell your students that they are going to personalize Christ’s command to make 
disciples. Have them rewrite the verse on the index card yet instead of writing “all the world” have them write the name of their 
school. And instead of writing “all of creation,” have them write the names of several of the groups identified earlier in the lesson.

When students are finished, have them turn the card over. Tell them to take a moment and write a prayer to God on the card. It 
may be a prayer of confession because they have been unwilling to share with people from a certain group. It may be a prayer for 
courage to reach out to others not like them. It may be a prayer for sensitivity to God’s Spirit as He leads them to share with others 
who are not like them. After everyone is finished, pray that God would give them both opportunities and boldness to share with 
those who need Him whether they belong to their group of friends or not.
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Creation Care #1

God’s Good Earth

Caring for the environment will not be a new concept for your students. They 
have been bombarded with this issue since they were very young, especially 
if they participated in the public school system. However, it is very important 
for them to understand that it was not the Sierra Club or Greenpeace who 
first declared that the environment was good; it was God. In the book of Gen-
esis, God makes a powerful statement about the inherent value of creation 
upon which an entire ethic of creation care is constructed. In this lesson the 
students will begin to grasp this concept and be challenged to be good stew-
ards of the earth. They will also see that good stewardship of the earth will 
lead to a good witness for Christ.

Leader Prep

Students will learn about 
God’s first comments about 
the environment and what 
those comments imply for 
humankind.

Genesis 1:10
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Hi-Speed Missions God’s Good Earth2

Bring in various elements of nature. For example, you might bring a pinecone, leaf, acorn, or small plant. Pictures 
might also suffice, but physical items may be more powerful. Place these things in front of your students and ask them 
if the items placed in front of them are good, bad, or neutral. You may want to include something that will throw them 
off and make a more dramatic point (ex: a picture of a hornet or mosquito). 

Allow them to take time to wrestle with their answers and the why behind their answers. When they have finished, tell 
them that they are all good and for reasons that none of them (likely) mentioned: because God declared them good. 
Speak about their inherent goodness and their purposes, and help the students to see the Creator behind the creation.

Even a cursory study of our intricate planet will reveal its complexity, utility, and beauty.  When God created this world, 
He built into it layers of value and worth. The food chain, the water cycle, and the color wheel all testify to this. God has 
truly made a wonderful masterpiece. 

God recognized the merit of His creation from the very beginning. Genesis 1:10 says, “God called the dry land ‘earth,’ 
and He called the gathering of the water ‘seas.’ And God saw that it was good.” Over and over God testifies of the value 
of creation before he adds a verbal exclamation point in v. 31: “God saw all that He had made, and it was very good.”

The Hebrew word here, which is translated as “good,” literally means that God was pleased by His work. When God 
created the earth, he recognized the value in it, and He highlighted its goodness so we wouldn’t miss such an impor-
tant point. Perhaps He knew how easy it would be for us to overlook the goodness of the created world. As Christians, 
we are to love the things God loves and value the things God values. When we recognize and respect the value of the 
natural world as we are on mission for God, we will begin to think and live in a radically different way. 

Suggested Discussion Questions:

 What is good about nature (excluding the personal benefits)?•	
  What did God mean when he commented that the earth was “good?” Did he mean visually pleasing or useful for •	
our purposes or something higher?
 If God has ascribed inherent value to everything we see, shouldn’t we make an effort to recognize that value as •	
well?
How can we acknowledge the goodness of creation through the way we live our everyday lives?•	

Have your students record the things they like least from nature. This may be a food they dislike or an insect that 
frightens them. Then, send them on a mission to learn what’s good about what they dislike. Have them share it the 
follow week. This will make the point that everything in nature has inherent value, even if we don’t care for it and it 
doesn’t immediately benefit us.

Good, Bad or Indifferent?

Bring the Lesson Home: 

To Like or Not to Like
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Creation Care #2

Caring for Creation

Students today live a life of entitlement. This comes with the affluence we en-
joy as Americans, and we must be keenly aware of how it affects our behavior. 
For example, when you pick up a shirt in a local department store and decide 
you don’t want to purchase it, do you put it back where it belongs or toss it 
aside and expect someone else to put it back for you? 

Most of us feel the responsibility for taking care of the earth lies with some-
one else. But, in Genesis 2, God says that it is a job we all share. This lesson 
should inspire your students to do their part as they realize the important 
role that God has given them in caring for the earth. 

Many of your students’ peers care deeply about environment issues. When 
your students begin to take responsibility for their own care of the environ-
ment, they’ll be more effective witnesses to those peers.

Leader Prep

Students will learn that the 
first job God gave humankind 
was to care for the earth. This 
job continues until today.

Genesis 1:26,28; Genesis 2:15

Jonathan Merritt is college 
and singles pastor at Cross 
Pointe Church in Dacula, Ga.
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Hi-Speed Missions Caring for Creation2

This is a role-playing game for which you will only need one volunteer. Try to select someone who has little to no work 
experience. Have them sit down and pretend you are reviewing their application for a job. Perhaps you could first ask 
them what their dream job would be and pretend to be a manager at that place of business.

As they are being interviewed, ask them questions like “Why do you want this job?” and “Why do you feel you are 
qualified for this job?” Feel free to interject some humor and drag out this process highlighting the fact that they are in 
no way qualified for the position. At the end conclude: “Thank you, Mr. (or Miss.) so-and-so. Don’t call us, we’ll call you.”

Make the point that this person can get that job one day, but it requires that they get the education and experience 
they need first. Then, move into the lesson by asking: “Did you know that there is a job for which we have all been 
hired, and it requires no education or experience besides a willing and obedient heart?”

Recognizing the goodness of the natural world raises a very important question: How should we—the greatest of all 
God’s creations—relate to the rest of God’s good creation? In other words, do we have a responsibility to the world 
around us or is it just here for our own purposes? 

This question is answered in two places. First, in Genesis 1:26,28 we read, “Then God said, ‘Let Us make man in Our 
image, according to Our likeness. They will rule the fish of the sea, the birds of the sky, the animals, all the earth, and 
the creatures that crawl on the earth…God blessed them, and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful, multiply, fill the earth, and 
subdue it. Rule the fish of the sea, the birds of the sky, and every creature that crawls on the earth.’” 

The word for “rule ” in these verses is sometimes translated “have dominion over.” This can be a sticking point for some 
people who think this means we should behave like authoritarian masters who can whip our planet into shape for our 
benefit. However, we must recognize that dominion is not domination. Dominion doesn’t mean license. Certainly, we 
must rule over the earth, but we must do it as loving stewards, causing it to flourish and express the goodness that 
God has placed in it. In the same way the Bible gives us dominion over our children, but the Scriptures also say we 
must not rule over our kids abusively lest we incite rebellion and hatred (Ephesians 6:4). 

Our job becomes clearer in Genesis 2:15 when we read, “The Lord God took the man and placed him in the garden of 
Eden to work it and watch over it.” The phrase “work it and watch over it” is often rendered “cultivate it and care for it.” 
From the very beginning God gave humans the job of taking care of this earth. He knew that no one else would pro-
tect the land, air, water, plants, and wildlife if we did not. So, in a sense, we all have the same job given by the Creator. 
We must care for God’s wonderful creation. When we do this God-assigned job, we’ll glorify God and point others to 
the One who made this well-crafted planet.

Suggested Discussion Questions:

An all-powerful God could have made the earth completely self-sufficient, yet He decided to give us the job of •	
taking care of it. Why do you think He did this? 
The phrase “work and watch over” is also sometimes rendered “worship and obey.” How is caring for the earth an •	
act of worship and obedience?
Non-believers are watching to see how Christians will respond to environmental problems. How can you care for •	
creation and improve your gospel witness to others?

The Application Process

Your Job—Should You Choose to Accept It



Bring a small bag of seeds for each of your students from a local grocery store or nursery. Have them go home and 
plant the seeds and care for the plants during the next two weeks of this series and beyond. This will provide your 
students with an illustration of the principles you will teach them as well as an opportunity for the students to practice 
them. 

Hi-Speed Missions Caring for Creation3

The Seed of Application
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Creation Care #3

God’s Other Book

Sir Francis Bacon once remarked that God has written two books. His first 
book, the Bible, should be familiar to all Christians. But his second book is His 
creation. Unfortunately, many of us get lost in the furious pace of life and fail 
to consistently recognize either. But, if God has revealed some of his divine 
attributes, shouldn’t we care enough to respect them, explore them, and 
preserve them? This lesson will share the idea of divine revelation with your 
students and give them a new reason to “stop and smell the roses.”  Students 
will also learn that they’ll point others to Christ as they care for, respect, and 
preserve creation.

Leader Prep

Students will learn how  
creation care is connected  
to God’s revelation and our 
witness. 

Psalm 19: 1-2; Romans 1:20

Jonathan Merritt is college 
and singles pastor at Cross 
Pointe Church in Dacula, Ga.
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Ask your students to suppose they have been shipwrecked on an island at an early age. They have learned to live off 
the land, and they have no form of contact with civilization past or present. Tell them that they do not know what a 
book is, and they have never seen nor heard of the Bible. Then, ask them “Do you know if God exists?” Allow them to 
think through this for a time and interact with each other. Play the devil’s advocate and push back often. 

Close the discussion down with this: “Did you know that the Bible tells us that even the person who has not yet read 
the Bible can at least know some things about God? God has told us about Himself most fully in His Son and in the 
Bible, but there are a lot of things we know about God just from looking around us.” Provide them with examples and 
then move into the lesson.

We have already learned that the created world around us is valuable. God has ascribed value to it since the begin-
ning. One of the things that makes it valuable is that it tells us about God, or to use a fancier word, it is a form of God’s 
revelation. As Psalm 19:1-2 says, “The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky proclaims the work of His hands. 
Day after day they pour out speech; night after night they communicate knowledge.” When we look at the created 
world, we can learn a lot about God.

What we learn in nature is not just abstract and mysterious; the creation speaks about God’s divine character. Romans 
1:20 says, “From the creation of the world, His invisible attributes, that is His eternal power and divine nature, have 
been clearly seen, being understood through what He has made. As a result, people are without excuse.” Creation is 
God’s apologetic.

When you look at the enormity of a mountain, you get a glimpse of God’s power and majesty. When you drive pass a 
cornfield or sit to watch the rainfall, you are peering into God’s provision. When you stop to admire a praying mantis, 
you are witnessing God’s creativity. When you see a rainbow, you learn that God keeps his promises. Everything on this 
earth, and even the earth itself, seems to echo God’s voice. This is reason enough to care passionately for all of God’s 
creation. 

In fact, believers should care about creation for evangelistic reasons. If God reveals himself in nature, don’t we want 
people to get as clear of a picture of God as possible?

Suggested Discussion Questions:

 The creation is no longer in the perfected state it was created in. Where do you see the destruction of creation in •	
your community?
  Have you ever felt close to God when you were in nature or witnessing an act of nature?•	
 According to Psalm 19, creation brings God glory. And, as his image-bearers, we should bring him glory (see 1 •	
Corinthians 10:31). Where do you feel that you fall short in bringing glory to God through your environmental 
witness?

Encourage your students to venture into nature in some special way. Perhaps they could go into a local park or simply 
visit a local garden. While they are sitting there and reflecting, ask them to write down how the things around them 
reflect the nature and character of God.

Stranded

Nature: God’s Forgotten Apologetic

What Do You See?
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Creation Care #4

It Gets Personal

When we think about environmentalism, or “creation care” as we have been 
referring to it in this series, visions of spotted owls and rainforests come to 
mind. But, when we protect the creation, we are also protecting the people 
who depend on it for their very livelihood. When we consume less paper, 
we are protecting the trees that give life to third-world countries. When we 
support better industrial-waste disposal practices, we are looking out for 
the people who share riverbanks with the companies who might otherwise 
pollute the rivers. We cannot compartmentalize the creation. It is intricately 
connected to us all, which only magnifies our obligation to it. 

Leader Prep

Students will learn how cre-
ation care is all about people 
and fulfilling our command to 
protect those who no one else 
will. 

Psalm 24:1; Matthew 25:35-36; 
Matthew 25:40

Jonathan Merritt is college 
and singles pastor at Cross 
Pointe Church in Dacula, Ga.
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Give each of your students a piece of paper and a writing utensil. Then ask them to list out what they did during the 
day, including meals. (No description needed. Simply have them provide the activity name.) Once they do this, ask 
them if there is any one thing that they needed in order to do all of those activities. Most will likely answer “no,” but 
you are to push back and say “yes.” We need the natural world to do almost everything. If your students ate a meal, 
they needed fruit from trees or meat from animals. If they simply rode to school, they needed the metal and rubber 
harvested to produce the car. If they did their homework, they needed paper from trees or they would not have any 
books. 

Transition to the lesson by saying, “Every single person on this earth—even us in the wealthiest, most industrial, most 
advanced part of the world—rely on the earth for almost everything. Others, however, are not as fortunate as we are, 
so they are not able to cope with environmental problems. This is just one more reason why we must care for creation 
as Christians.”

God never gave us the earth. He never signed the deed to this planet over to us. It is still His. As Psalm 24:1 says, “The 
Earth is the Lord’s and everything in it.” All of creation—from the most powerful human being to the most insignificant 
bacterium—belongs to God. In a sense, all of God’s creation is connected because we are all His creatures. 

We especially feel a connectedness to our fellow human beings. And this connectedness is affirmed in Scripture. Jesus 
taught that we should look out for those who cannot look out for themselves. In Matthew 25:35-26, Jesus said, “For I 
was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and 
you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you 
came to visit me.” This is the type of person who gains eternal reward, Jesus says. 

In another famous passage, Matthew 25:40, Jesus affirms this teaching again when he says, “I tell you the truth, what-
ever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.” In other words, when we look out for “the 
least of these” we are doing the work of the Lord. But, what does this have to do with creation care?

Did you know the people most affected by environmental problems are the poorest people on earth? Americans have 
been blessed, so we are able to cope with and adapt to the effects of local environmental problems. But, even our lo-
cal actions have global impacts. When you wastefully consume paper products, for example, someone in the Central 
or South American rainforest is bearing the greatest part of the responsibility.

It is just one more reason to care for the earth. God has commanded us to care for the earth and to look out for other 
people. Often, these two are one in the same. As followers of Jesus, we should love what God loves. And God loves this 
planet and its people. 

Suggested Discussion Questions:

Do you live your life thinking of others or yourself mostly?•	
 What does the greatest and second greatest commandment (from Matthew 22) tell us about how we should live •	
our lives?
 How should these principles affect the cars we drive, the lifestyles we nurture, and the products we purchase?•	

A Day in the Life

Helping the Least of These



Brainstorm with your students about a way you could serve your community for a day in a way that benefits the cre-
ation as well as people in your community. For example, you may want to clean up a local creek that has turned into a 
dumping ground. Perhaps you could plant a community garden in an underprivileged neighborhood.  This will help 
your students make the connection between real people and environmental problems. It will also open up opportuni-
ties to share the gospel. 

Hi-Speed Missions It Gets Personal3

Creative Creation Care
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Evangelism #1

Why Evangelism?

For those of us who have been a Christian for a while, it may be that we take 
for granted the need and basis for evangelism. This session will briefly explore 
what the Bible says about sharing our faith and why it is so important.

This lesson is built on the following outline:

A.  People are lost and separated from God. (Matthew 9:36, Luke 19:10)
       In Matthew we read that when Jesus saw the people He “felt compassion” 

for them. The word that is used for “felt compassion” is the strongest word 
for “pity” in the Greek language. His compassion is the kind of compassion 
that is felt in the deepest part of one’s being. The people of Jesus’ day were 
desperately seeking God, but the so-called religious leaders of their day 
had nothing to offer them but laws and rules –no guidance, no comfort, no 
strength.  

        The biblical book of Luke tells us “the Son of Man has come to seek and 
to save the lost.”  The word “lost” in this passage does not mean damned 
or doomed.  It simply means in the wrong place. A thing is lost when it is 
not where it is supposed to be. A man is lost when he has wandered away 
from God.

B.    God has made a provision for salvation for those who will receive it. 
       (Romans 5:8; 10:13)
         The greatest act of love one can show to another is the giving of their life. 

Jesus, even though He was sinless, took our sin upon Himself, and gave 
Himself for us. As dirty and filthy as we are because of our sins, Jesus took 
our place. Since Jesus took on our punishment. He paid the penalty. Eter-
nal life is ours if we just put our faith and trust in Him AND confess with 
our mouths He is our Lord. Salvation comes with belief AND confession.

C.     God prepares people for salvation. (2 Peter 3:9)
          In this passage Peter states that time to God is not like time to us. We are 

to see time as an opportunity to share Christ. The years we have are just 
more opportunities for others to come to know Him. God does not want 
anyone to perish. He wants us all in his heavenly family.

D.     God commands us to be involved in evangelism (Romans 10:14-15).
         Here in Romans we come to understand that God wants to use us (yes, 

us) to tell His story. His story cannot be told unless someone tells it. We 
are that someone. We are to be storytellers. We tell our story and His  
story because they are intertwined. Our story, our sharing of what  
Christ did for us, is a powerful tool in spreading God’s good news.

Leader Prep

Students will discover the 
biblical basis for evangelism 
and will understand  
its’ importance.

Matthew 9:36-38; Luke 
19:10; Romans 5:8; Romans 
10:13; 2 Peter 3:9;  
Romans 10:14-15

Teaching Aims

Bible Verses

Writer
Gordon Davidson is a con-
sultant in the Discipleship 
and Family Ministries depart-
ment of the Georgia Baptist 
Convention and a member 
of Mountain Park First Baptist 
Church in Stone Mountain, Ga.
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Enlist a student to read the following story:

It’s the final game of the state basketball championships. The season has come down to a rematch of last year’s series when 
your team lost–at home–by one point! But this year, your team will have to win on their court.
 
Your car leaves for the game at 6 p.m. Your mom is driving you and some friends.  A second group will pick up one of your 
friends from work and leave 15 minutes later. Each driver has a map with an alleged shortcut to the game.
 
You are riding shotgun –the navigator for your mom. A dense fog has made visibility poor. Where is the sign for the Smith 
River Bridge? There it is! Your mom takes a hard right, fishtailing onto the bridge. You’re almost there. Through the fog you 
see the lights of the basketball arena on the other side of the river. Suddenly, your mom slams on the brakes. She struggles to 
maintain control as the car slides to a stop, inches from plunging into the river below. A 20-foot section of the bridge is com-
pletely gone! You could have been killed, but your mom’s quick actions saved all of you. You cheer, you cry, you celebrate! 
Who cares about the game? You’re just glad to be alive. Now what? Lead students to discuss what they do next. If they do not 
think of it, remind them that another car is 15 minutes behind.

(Adapted from Vital Truth, Witnessing, p.11, LifeWay Press, 2002.)

Ask: “If you believed you had information that could literally save the life of a friend, wouldn’t you want them to know 
about it?”

Ask students to imagine they were in the second car. You see the first car approaching, going in the opposite direction, 
but those in the other car don’t try to signal you to stop, turn around, or anything. Your car keeps going and fortu-
nately your driver sees the missing bridge section before it’s too late. How would you feel about your friends who did 
nothing to warn you?

Say: “Just as you would want to tell your friends that the bridge is out, thereby saving their physical life, you should 
want to tell your friends how to have eternal life. You may be the one that God has chosen to use to lead them to 
Christ. 

Ask students to turn to Matthew 9:36-38 in their Bibles and ask a student to read aloud these verses.

Instruct students to paraphrase these verses. Tell them to use language anyone at their school would understand. 
After an appropriate amount of time, ask volunteers to share their paraphrase.

Ask: “Is there anyone or any group you have felt compassion for recently? Explain the circumstances. Where do you see 
the harvest?”

Before Bible study, print or copy Luke 19:10, Romans 5:8, and Romans 10:13 on strips of paper like the example below. 
Prepare one for each student. 

Instruct the students to use their Bible to separate the words and to put the reference with the correct verse.

FORTHESONOFMANHASCOMETOSEEKANDTOSAVETHELOSTBUTGOD PROVESHISOWNLOVEFORUSINTHATWHILEWEW-
ERESTILLSINNERSCHRIST DIEDFORUSFOREVERYONEWHOCALLSONTHENAMEOFTHELORDWILLBE SAVED

After students have completed this exercise, discuss the following:

Life Savers

If You Want it, Here it Is



When you were younger, did you ever get separated from your parents in a store, a mall, or at the fair? What did 1. 
you feel? What did you do? What did your parents do?
Now that you’re older, have you been lost trying to find a friend’s house, a store, or your way back home after be-2. 
ing in unfamiliar territory? Relate those feelings to when you were younger, did you feel the same or different?
Have you lost something valuable? What did you do to find it? Did you find it? If not, how did that make you feel?3. 

Guide your students to understand that Jesus seeks something that’s lost today–much like our parents did when we 
became lost from them as a child. Jesus seeks people who don’t know Him. He loves those who are lost as much as 
those who are called His children. He loved them so much that He willingly gave up His life. Would you give up your 
life for someone you’ve never met? Probably not. But that’s exactly what Jesus did, and no one was excluded from 
Jesus’ selfless act. He died for us all. Romans 10:13 teaches us that everyone can be saved, including: the murderer, the 
liar, and the drug addict. All of these people can have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.

You may hear some of your students say, “That’s not fair,” when talking about the fact that everyone can be saved. One 
reason is because we think there are big sins and little sins. In God’s eyes all sin is equal. God forgives the murderer 
who repents and trusts God just like He forgives us when we tell that “little white lie.”

Instruct half of the students to find 2 Peter 3:9 and the other half to find Romans 10:14-15. Ask for volunteers to read 
each passage.
 
Guide the youth to discuss the importance and significance of God’s patience. Ask, “Is God slow? Is God just patient? 
“What is the reason for His ‘delay?’”? Say: “The only explanation for the delay in Christ’s return is to allow more people 
to respond in faith to Jesus Christ. Remember, he wants everyone to be saved.

“However, as we read in Romans 10:14-15, people cannot respond to Jesus if they have never heard about him. There 
must be someone to tell them! That someone is you and me! Eternal life, life with Jesus, is theirs for the taking. All that 
is necessary is a willingness to repent, which means to do an “about-face” and to confess Jesus as Lord and Savior.”

Before Bible study purchase wide rubber bands and Sharpies®.

Recount the following story to your students:

There is a legend that recounts the return of Jesus to glory after His time on earth. Even in heaven, He bore the marks of his 
earthly pilgrimage with its cruel cross and shameful death. The angel Gabriel approached Him and said, “Master, You must 
have suffered terribly for men down there.”  “I did,” He said.

“And do they know all about how You loved them and what you did for them?” Gabriel asked. “Oh, no,” said Jesus. “Not yet. 
Right now only a handful of people in Palestine know.”

Gabriel was perplexed. “Then what have You done to let everyone know about Your love for them?” Jesus said, “I’ve asked 
Peter, James, John, and a few more friends to tell other people about Me, and My story will be spread to the farthest reaches 
of the globe. Ultimately, all of mankind will have heard about My life and what I have done.”

Gabriel frowned and looked rather skeptical. He knew too well how unreliable men could be. “Yes,” he said, “but what if Peter, 
James, and John grow weary? What if the people who come after them forget? What if way down in the 21st century, people just 
don’t tell others about You? Have You made other plans?”  Jesus answered, “I haven’t made any other plans. I’m counting on them.”

Twenty-one centuries later, He still has no other plans. He’s counting on us. We are God’s only plan. 

(from Youth Roman Road Witness Training Leader’s Guide, Personal Evangelism Dept., Home Mission Board, 1994)

Hi-Speed Missions Why Evangelism?3

There is No “Plan B!”
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After reading, give youth time to think about what they have just heard. Don’t rush. Take time for youth to comment. 
After adequate time for discussion, give each youth a wide rubber band and a marker. Instruct them to write on the 
rubber band, “NO PLAN B” and to wear it as a reminder to be aware of opportunities God may give them in the coming 
week to tell others about Him.

Close with a prayer, asking God to make us aware of opportunities He give us to share about Him.
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Evangelism #2 

How Do I Witness?

God expects all Christians to share Jesus with others. Certainly this includes 
youth. Youth can witness to their friends by sharing what God has done in 
their own lives and by knowing a few simple verses of Scripture. 

The passages selected for this session are familiar. John’s Gospel tells us that 
God loved us so much that he let his own Son die in our place. That is love 
without limits.

Jesus said, “I am the way.” He is not just a person who shows the way, but He – 
personally–is the way. Only Christ can bring you to God. He is the way. 

These passages tell us what we need to know and what we need to do: admit, 
believe, and commit. Admit we are sinners, that we are powerless to save 
ourselves. Believe that God is God, that he can make us clean and that He will 
erase our sins. Commit to live for Jesus. Ask Him to be your Savior and Lord.

There is no one that Jesus will not accept if their motives are pure, if their 
desires are His. He will forgive and accept everyone. He, through the blood of 
His Son, adopts us into His family.

Leader Prep

Students will learn how to 
share Jesus with someone.

Matt 28:16-20; John 3:16; 
John 14:6; Acts 3:19; Acts 
4:12; Romans 3:23; Romans 
5:8; Romans 6:22-23;  
Romans 10:8-10;  
Romans 10:13

Teaching Aims

Bible Verses

Writer
Gordon Davidson is a con-
sultant in the Discipleship 
and Family Ministries depart-
ment of the Georgia Baptist 
Convention and a member 
of Mountain Park First Baptist 
Church in Stone Mountain, Ga.
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Before youth arrive, display this question on a poster or white board: What excuses do people give for not sharing their 
faith with other people?

As youth arrive, ask them to think of as many responses to the question as they can.  After a few minutes, ask youth to share. 
Discuss their thoughts. More than likely one of the responses will be “I don’t know how.”

Say: “After our session you won’t be able to use that as an excuse anymore. You will learn how to share Jesus with someone.”

Say: “What are some of the reasons we should share about our relationship with Jesus?”

Ask a volunteer to read Matthew 28:16-20. 

Explain that, as believers, we are commanded to share. But we shouldn’t do so because we have to; it should be be-
cause we want to.

Ask: “According to the passage we just read, who should we share Christ with?”
Help students to understand that it is all Christians’ responsibility to share Christ with everyone. He came for everyone. 
No one is excluded.

Explain to students that sharing can be as easy as A, B, C –admit, believe, and commit. Pass out 3x5 index cards and 
suggest that youth write the following information on their card as you explain the process.

Admit
Confess to God that you have sinned. Repent (do an “about-face”), and turn away from your sin.
Scripture to know: Romans 3:23, Romans 6:23, Acts 3:19

Believe
Believe, by faith, that Jesus is God’s Son, and He will forgive your sins.
Scripture to know: Romans 5:8, Acts 4:12, John 3:16, John 14:6

Commit
Give your life to Jesus. Ask Him to be your Lord and Savior.
Scripture to know: Romans 10:9-10, Romans 10:13, Luke 9:23

Suggest that your students lead in a prayer. Below is a sample, but it is important for them to make the prayer their 
own. Encourage them to put it in their own words. 

“Lord, I am a sinner and have let You down. I believe You died for me and that You can forgive my sins. Help me to turn away 
from my sins and live for You. Be my Savior and be my Lord. From this day on, let me live for You.”

Excuses, Excuses, Excuses

Easy as A, B, C



Remind the students of Matthew 28:16-20, which was read earlier.  Ask: “What promise did Jesus make?” (That he 
would always be with us.) Guide them to understand that Jesus is with us when we share what He has done in our life.

Distribute a blank sheet of paper to each student. Instruct them to pick one of their classes at school and to draw a 
seating chart. Identify where they sit and write the person’s name that sits in front of them, behind them, to the right 
of them, and to the left of them. Give them instructions to find out if those four students are believers in the coming 
weeks. If not, encourage the students to look for opportunities to share their faith, using the plan shared today.

Close with prayer, asking God to make the students aware of the opportunities given to them in the coming week to 
share their faith.
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Evangelism #3 

It’s Your Choice

There are many methods that can be used in a witnessing relationship. Book 
after book and plan after plan have been written. There is not just one way 
to share Christ. Youth need to learn (and adults, too!) a “favorite” method, 
but they should also be familiar with other methods. People respond differ-
ently to different things. Perhaps nothing is as effective, though, as a person 
sharing their personal testimony. No one can refute what another has experi-
enced.

This session will introduce youth to several methods of witnessing. The first 
will be to use their personal testimony. They will write a concise but effective 
testimony. Next, youth will learn how to witness using a marked New Testa-
ment, and finally youth will learn how to use a bridge illustration to share the 
good news about Jesus.

Leader Prep

Students will understand a va-
riety of methods they can use 
in a witnessing encounter.

Romans 3:23; Romans 5:8; 
Romans 6:23; Romans 
10:9-10

Teaching Aims

Bible Verses

Writer
Gordon Davidson is a con-
sultant in the Discipleship 
and Family Ministries depart-
ment of the Georgia Baptist 
Convention and a member 
of Mountain Park First Baptist 
Church in Stone Mountain, Ga.



Many people think this method is a history lesson. Nothing could be further from the truth! Yes, it is sharing what God 
did in your life in the past, but more importantly, it’s what God is doing in your life right now. An effective testimony 
can be shared in about two or three minutes. Use this simple format to develop your testimony.

1.  What my life was like before I had a relationship with Jesus.
In three or four sentences describe your life. It might read something like this: Before I met Jesus, my life had no purpose, 
no meaning. I felt empty inside. I tried different things, but nothing gave me any satisfaction or fulfillment.

2.  How I came to realize I need a personal relationship with Jesus.
Also, in a few sentences tell what caused you to turn to Jesus. It might read something like: After trying several things, 
such as popularity, empty relationships, and materialism, I realized there was nothing I could do to fill that void, that empti-
ness, I felt on the inside. I gave up and gave it to Jesus.

3.  How I became a Christian.
Explain to your listener what happened. Did you talk to a minister? Were you reading a tract? Were you listening to a 
podcast? Here is an example: Realizing nothing I was doing was working, I called up a friend of mine from school, named 
Jason, who had talked to me before about Jesus. It must have been a “God-thing” because Jason said he had recently been 
praying for me. I explained to Jason that I was through trying to run my life. I wanted to let God have a chance at it. Jason, 
right over the phone, told me all I had to do was admit I was sinner, believe that Jesus would forgive me, and commit my life 
to Him. That was it. 

4.  What my life has been like since accepting Jesus
This is what will have the biggest impact on your listener. This is where you tell what God is doing in your life right 
now. This is where you explain the difference God can make. It might read like:  I prayed right then and there over the 
phone with Jason. I’m not going to lie and tell you everything’s been great ever since, but I will tell you I’ve had a peace, a 
sense of purpose, a sense of meaning that I can’t explain. God is teaching me so much about what it means to follow Him 
and what He can mean to other people.

That’s what happened to me. Would you like the same thing, too? 

At this point, ask your listener if he or she want to begin a relationship with Jesus. If the person says yes, pray with him 
or her; if the person doesn’t, that’s okay. Jesus just asks us to be obedient and we leave the results to Him.

This is a very easy way for a new believer to tell others about Jesus Christ.  If you can read and write, you can witness. 
It’s that simple.

When marking your Bible, use a red pen to print at the top and bottom of each page and to underline the verse.

On the inside cover, print “Turn to page  ____” (the number of the page in your Bible where Romans 3:23 is found).

On the top of the page _____ print, “We are all sinners.”  Underline Romans 3:23.  On the bottom of the page print 
“Turn to page _____” (the number of the page in your Bible where Romans 5:8 is found).

On the top of page _____, print “God loves us in spite of our sin.”  Underline Romans 5:8.  On the bottom of the page 
print “Turn to page ____” (the number of the page in your Bible where Romans 6:23 is found).
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On the top of page ____, print “The penalty of sin and the gift of God.”  Underline Romans 6:23.  On the bottom of the 
page, print “Turn the page ____” (the number of the page in your Bible where Romans 10:9-10 is found).

On the top of page ____, print “Confess Jesus as Lord and ask God to save you.”  Underline Romans 10:9-10 and  
Romans 10:13.  On the bottom of the page, print “Turn to back of Bible.”

On the top of the page in the back of your Bible, print “How to ask God to save you.”  Print this prayer:  “Dear Jesus, I 
know that You love me.  I also know that I am a sinner.  Because I believe that You died for me on the cross and rose 
from the dead to provide forgiveness and eternal life for me. I now ask you to come into my life, to forgive me of my 
sins, and to save me.  I am turning away from my sins and placing my faith and trust in You, and I now receive You as 
my personal Savior and Lord.  Thank you for saving me and giving me eternal life right now.  In Jesus’ name, Amen”

Encourage students to adapt the above prayer by using words that they use everyday. Above all, you want the prayer 
to be meaningful to the person praying it.

I don’t know where this illustration originated, but it is a simple, effective tool to use. It can be shared in most any set-
ting; at a restaurant, at school, or anywhere you have a pen and something to write and draw on.

The explanation is very easy. On one side of the bridge is God. On the other side is us. Between us and God is a great 
divide. The great divide symbolizes the sin that comes between us.

We can try and try, but we can never cross this divide.
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The only way to cross this divide is through Jesus.  Jesus’ death on the cross is the bridge that connects us with God.
Because of Jesus, we can get to God. He bridges our sin.  So you see, Jesus has done all the work. All we have to do is 
accept Him.  Would you like to do that now?

Each of these methods can be used very effectively. Encourage your students to “practice” using these methods until 
they can use them without notes.
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Evangelism #4 

As You Go

All of us who are disciples of Jesus should be familiar with Matthew 28:16-20.  
Help your students understand that these are Jesus’ last words to His dis-
ciples. We call this passage “The Great Commission.” What Jesus was saying 
was “tell people about Me everywhere you go. Teach them to remember and 
obey My commandments.” There are no age limits or restrictions on Jesus’ 
instructions. His message is for everyone! And the best part is, He is with us 
everywhere we go! He goes before us preparing the way. He goes with us 
giving us words to say. He goes after us searing His words upon the heart of 
those with whom we share.

Jesus’ command to us was “as we go.” As we go about our daily lives, we tell 
others about Jesus. Witnessing is not something just full-time ministers do. 
It’s something we all do. Anywhere and everywhere we go, we can tell others 
about our Lord and Savior.

Of all the people in the Bible, tax-collectors were the most hated. They could 
charge whatever they chose and people would have to pay them. They were 
rich, evil, and despised. But Jesus chose a tax collector as an apostle. And 
Matthew was so excited that he threw a party and invited all his tax collector 
friends to come and meet this man who changed his world.

The Scribes and the Pharisees were appalled. Hanging out with sinners? 
“What does this man, Jesus, think he’s doing?” they asked.  They couldn’t 
believe Jesus would hang out with people like this. But Jesus spoke words 
of true wisdom and discernment when he said, “I didn’t come for the ‘good’ 
people. I came for those who need me, the outcast, the sick, the lonely, the 
poor; those people that society won’t look at.” All youth can learn from this 
story of Jesus attending a party.

Leader Prep

Youth will understand that 
they should be witness wher-
ever they go, seizing the op-
portunities God gives them.

Matt 28:16-20; Luke 5:27-32

Gordon Davidson is a consul-
tant in the Discipleship and 
Family Ministries  depart-
ment of the Georgia Baptist 
Convention and a member 
of Mountain Park First Baptist 
Church in Stone Mountain, Ga.
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Have the students get in teams of three. Ask each team to plan a fun party for a different person. Ask one team to plan 
a party for a returning soldier. Ask the second team to plan a party for their parents’ anniversary. Ask the third team to 
plan a party for their favorite sports team that has just won a championship. Remind the students that they need to 
plan the party around what they know about those they are celebrating. Also, remind the students that the celebra-
tion should honor the person for whom they are throwing the party. Give the students five to 10 minutes to plan the 
party. Then have them report back to the rest of the class. Ask the team who planned a party for their parents’ anniver-
sary, “Did you find it any easier to plan a celebration for people you knew well?”

Note that we have all been asked to celebrate our relationship with Christ by telling others about Jesus. The person 
the students will meet in the lesson today threw a party to celebrate Jesus’ relationship with him. In the same way, we 
should honor Jesus by telling others about Him.

Ask: “What if Jesus had not gone to Matthew’s party? What might Matthew have thought or felt?  Why do you think 
Jesus went to Matthew’s party? Do you think Jesus was concerned about His reputation? Do you think Jesus tried to 
go in secret?  What would be a modern-day example of this scenario?”

Help students consider who the “outcasts” of today are and why they are considered as such.

Ask: “Why do you think these people are not in church? What are some things that our church could do to reach them?  
Who are the outcasts in your school? What could you do to reach out to them?”

Ask if any of the youth have participated in World Changers, MFuge, or some other type of mission project? Ask: “Why 
do we do things like paint a house, replace a roof, or work in a soup kitchen when we’re on a mission trip?” (So we can 
build relationships with people and win the right to be heard.)

When natural or manmade disasters strike anywhere in the world, Southern Baptists are some of the first groups on 
the scene.  Ask if any of the youth know why. If not, explain to them that Southern Baptist Disaster Relief (DR) volun-
teers are recognized as valuable leaders in disaster relief efforts. Ask if any youth know the different kinds of services 
DR volunteers perform. If not, share with them that volunteers help through feeding units, shower trailers, childcare, 
chainsaw crews, mud-out crews, communication units, and chaplains. The volunteers are ordinary people. Many are 
retired, serving God in times of crisis.

Ask: “Why would anyone in their right mind go to places like Indonesia following the tsunami a couple of years ago, to 
New Orleans following Hurricane Katrina, to the Midwest following devastating tornados, or to New York City follow-
ing the terrorist attacks of 2001? “ (Because they want to serve God by showing His love to people who are hurting, 
desperate, and in need.) For more information on World Changers or disaster relief, visit www.namb.net.

During times of devastation, people are hurting. They are looking for answers. We, as Christians, know that God is the 
only one who has answers and is the only one who can take away the pain and suffering.

World Changers and disaster relief are only two ways that Southern Baptists are witnessing “as they go” as Jesus com-
manded in Matthew 28:19. There are many other ways. 

PARTEEE!

Teachable Moments



Ask: “What are some ways that you could witness or minister ‘as you go’?” As youth respond, list their answers on the 
board. (Possible answers might be: work in a crisis pregnancy center, soup kitchens, or clothes closets.)

Distribute pieces of paper and ask youth to write names or groups of people they know who are outcasts or people 
without friends. Also, write down mission opportunities within the community. After an appropriate time, call for 
youth to share their responses. List their responses on the board. Ask youth to think of creative ways to minister to the 
people or groups listed. Choose a mission opportunity that your group could participate in.

Ask: “What sacrifices might you have to make to reach these people or groups for Christ?  What is one thing you will do 
this week to build a relationship with someone who is far from Christ?”

Close in prayer asking God to give the youth the strength and courage to carry out these plans.
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Are You Ready For Some  . . . Missions?



Holiness #1

Different in a good way!

The concept of holiness is found throughout Scripture. It is used to speak of 
many different things, including people, items used in the service of God, and 
even of God Himself. But what exactly is holiness? To understand this power-
ful concept, we should examine it from two different angles. The first is holi-
ness as it relates to God and the second is holiness as it relates to us.

The book of Isaiah presents the holiness of God on a grand scale. In chapter 
40, God asks the people a very pointed question: “Who will you compare Me 
to, or who is My equal?” Here we begin to better grasp what it means when 
we say God is holy. He is absolutely perfect and different than anything or 
anyone else. If we attempt to find something with which we can compare 
Him, we will fall short every single time! Nothing can match God’s perfect 
character. Nothing can match God’s perfect power and strength. Nothing 
even comes close! His perfections set Him apart and make Him distinct from 
all creation.

Holiness looks a little different when it comes to us. In 1 Peter 2:9, we are told 
among other descriptions, that as believers we are “a holy nation.” This does 
not mean that we are now completely perfect. Yet just as God is distinct and 
separate from creation, we as His people are distinct and set apart from the 
rest of the world. We are forgiven and we have His Spirit in us. We are differ-
ent because we belong to Him. And He made us holy for a reason: that we 
may “proclaim the praises of the One who called you out of darkness into His 
marvelous light.”  We are set apart by God to live lives that declare how won-
derful and amazing He is. In other words, we are made holy so that we can 
tell everyone how holy He is.

Leader Prep

Students will gain an under-
standing of the word holiness 
and how it relates to their 
lives.

Isaiah 40:25-26; 1 Peter 2:9

Jack Blankenship is student 
pastor at Ewing Road Baptist 
Church in Austell, Ga.
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Give everyone in your group a piece of paper and a pen. Read the following definitions and have them write the word 
they think best fits each definition on their paper.

To a complete degree or to a full and entire extent. (Answer: wholly)1. 
Dedicated or devoted to the service of God. (Answer: holy)2. 
Having holes or being full of holes. (Answer: holey)3. 

Take a moment have the students share their answers. After several have shared, point out that all of these definitions point 
to words that sound the same but have very different meanings.

Ask:

When you hear the word holy, what kinds of things come to your mind?•	
If you had to explain to someone the idea of God’s holiness, how would you do it?•	
Would you consider yourself to be holy? Why or why not?•	

The word holy is found throughout the Bible. It is used in many different ways. Have your students get into small 
groups. Give each group either a concordance or a Bible that includes one. Many student Bibles include these after the 
book of Revelation. Your pastor or church library may have a stand-alone concordance as well. Have the groups look 
up the word holy and examine seven Scripture passages in both the Old and New Testaments where it is used. Have 
them record their findings and share them with the entire group.

Ask: “After hearing all of this, would you say that holiness is an easy or difficult concept to define? Why?”

Say: “In order for us to get a better grasp on this concept, we are going to examine holiness from two different view-
points. The first is by looking at God’s holiness. The second is by looking at our holiness.”

Have a volunteer read Isaiah 40:18-26.

Say: “God is pretty blunt! Who can we compare Him with? Who is like Him? Every other “god” is made by man. He made 
every man! He holds the stars in place and knows them all by name.” Ask the following questions:

What is the most powerful thing you can think of? Can it compare to God’s power?•	
Who it the most creative person you can think of? Can they compare to God’s creativity?•	
Who is the best person you can think of? Can they compare to God’s goodness?•	

Say: “The answer to all of these is a resounding no! There is nothing in this world that can compare with God. This 
helps us get a better understanding of what it means when we say He is holy. There is nothing like Him in the world. 
He is completely set apart.”

Have a volunteer read 1 Peter 2:9. Ask the following questions:

Did you notice that in Peter’s description of Christians, he included that we are a holy nation?•	
How is our holiness different from God’s holiness?•	

Say: “God by His nature is perfect, and we are imperfect. In fact, we can’t become holy unless God makes us holy. 

Different words

Different Lives



However, God—by His grace—does just that. He sets us apart from the rest of the world. This being set apart isn’t so 
that we can brag on ourselves. This being set apart is so that we can brag on Him! We are holy because we reflect the 
character of our heavenly Father in our lives. As He daily changes us to be more like Him, we declare His praises to an 
unbelieving world and show His uniqueness in the way we follow Him daily.”

Ask: “How can you reflect God’s holiness in your everyday life?”

Write or type the following topics on slips of paper. Have your students get into groups of two or three and select two 
slips. For each of the topics listed have them discuss an example of how this can be done in a holy manner and an 
example of how it can be done in an unholy manner.

Spending time with friends•	
Spending time on the Internet•	
Interaction with your parents•	
Texting•	
Homework•	
Watching television•	
Chores•	
Spending money•	
Interacting with teachers•	
Going to church•	

After they have had a few minutes to discuss these topics, have the students close by praying for each other. Direct 
them to pray that God would help them to better understand His holiness and to be holy in all areas of their lives.
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Holiness #2

Different for a reason!

The book of 1 Peter was written to a group of believers who were undergoing 
persecution for their faith. Peter’s writing has two purposes: encouragement 
and exhortation. He desires to encourage those who are being mistreated 
so that they will not lose hope. At the same time, he exhorts them to honor 
Christ with their lives. That kind of life is one that is holy. It is different and set 
apart from those around them. It is this kind of life that Peter says will result in 
their persecutors giving glory to God on the day He appears (1 Peter 2:12).

God commands us to live in a holy manner. Peter notes this by quoting Leviti-
cus 11:44. God is holy, and He commands those who are His be the same. This 
is why Peter can say that we must change our desires and our conduct. To be 
holy is to desire the things of God and to act in a way that shows the world 
His supreme value above all else. God does not simply hope we will become 
holy—He commands it.

There is another facet to this doctrine as well. Alongside the command, there 
is also an invitation. Our heavenly Father invites us to come and take on His 
character. He invites us to throw off the sinfulness that only drags us down 
and run toward the intimate relationship we find with Him through a pursuit 
of holiness in our lives (Hebrews 12:1-2, 14).

Often, teaching others about holiness can become legalistic. This is true 
when we only see the command of God. However, when we realize that with 
the command there is an invitation to live a life that is both Christ-honoring 
and full of the joy that comes from knowing God deeply and personally, there 
comes a freedom and an eagerness that causes us to have an intense desire 
to be holy.

Leader Prep

Students will understand that 
holiness is both a command 
and invitation by God to be 
like Him.

1 Peter 1:14-16

Jack Blankenship is student 
pastor at Ewing Road Baptist 
Church in Austell, Ga.
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Prior to your meeting, collect a basket full of small items. Be sure to include a wide variety of things. Searching through 
an ordinary office desk or supply closet will yield great results. Have your group get into small groups of two or three. 
Have each group select an item from the basket without telling them what they will be doing with it. After each group 
has selected their item, have them come up with three uses for that item that are different from what was originally 
intended. For example, if they have a staple remover, the three uses would have nothing to do with staples. After some 
time, allow the groups to share. If you desire, give the most creative group a prize of candy.

Then ask the following questions:
 

How difficult was it to come up with new uses?•	
Did you find it hard to get away from what your item was made to do? Why or why not?•	
Would you agree that the best use of the item is actually what is was designed for? Why or why not?•	

When we give our lives to Christ, God has a design for our lives. We are to be different or set apart from the world. We 
are to be holy. Sometimes we don’t live out that design. Just like these objects we find other ways to live instead of the 
way God wants us to live. Today we are going to examine the reason why we should seek to live this way.

Ask a volunteer to read 1 Peter 1:14-16.

Then ask the students: “When you first read this verse, what jumps out at you? Why?”

Take a few moments to share Peter’s reason for writing this letter to the churches. Point out that this passage is ad-
dressed to God’s children. If we are to be obedient children, then we are to seek to have a lifestyle of holiness.

Ask: “Do your parents have certain expectations for you? What are some examples? Why do they have these expecta-
tions? Would you say that God commands holiness? Why or why not?”

Tell the students: “There can be no doubt that God commands us to be holy. As His children, we are to take on His 
character. He has certain expectations for us and rightfully so. We have a family name to uphold!”

Ask: “How does a life of holiness uphold God’s name in the world? If we follow God’s command to be holy, how will 
that decision demonstrate itself in our lives?”

Say: “While holiness is definitely commanded, we must make sure that we don’t simply see it as a rule to be followed. 
There is something deeper and more personal about this concept.”

Ask: “How many of you remember getting a birthday party invitation as a child? How did you feel when you got the 
invitation?”

Tell the students: “When we receive an invitation from friends to a party or even to just hang out, we are often eager to 
accept the invitation. We enjoy being with them and getting to know them better. We must realize this passage is also 
an invitation by God. It is an invitation to a deeper knowledge of Him through a life of holiness.”

Ask: “How is an invitation different from a command?”

Wrong use

The great invitation



Say: “God invites us to a life of holiness because that allows us to draw close to Him. It brings us great joy and fulfill-
ment because it firmly fixes Him as the center of our lives. The invitation to holiness is an invitation to the kind of life 
that is only possible when we surrender all and run to Him. That kind of life will allow us to fully join God on mission to 
reach a lost world.”

In this lesson’s key passage Peter writes that our holiness will be evident in both our desires and in our conduct. Divide 
your group into two teams. One group is the “desire” group and the other group is the “conduct” group. Based on their 
name, have each group come up with a list of five examples of unholy behavior, regularly seen in the lives of teenagers 
connected to these areas. Have them write these out clearly on a piece of paper. When both groups are finished, have 
them exchange lists. To close your time, have the groups pray for God’s strength to run from the practices they listed 
and for an overwhelming desire to pursue holiness.
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Holiness #3

Different . . . through  
God’s Provision!

When we examine our lives, an honest look will reveal that we are never as 
holy as we could be. We all fall short of God’s perfection (Romans 3:23). Yet 
we, as followers of Christ, are commanded to pursue a life of holiness (1 Peter 
2:14-16). It is so important that without it we are even told we will not see 
God (Hebrews 12:14). What are we to do?

The amazing truth for us is that God is at work in us making us holy (John 
17:17, 1 Thessalonians 5:23). Our passage from Leviticus reminds us of the 
power given by God through His Word. God uses the Scriptures to create 
change in our hearts and in our minds. Interestingly, there is much action 
on the part of the one hearing this verse: Consecrate yourselves ... be holy 
... keep My statues ... do them. Part of our being made holy comes from a 
wholehearted obedience to God’s Word. In all of this, however, we are re-
minded that our pursuit is not what ultimately makes us holy—only God can 
do that. He is the One who sets us apart.

Fortunately, we are not in this alone. God has given us His church to come 
alongside us and strengthen us in this journey to holiness. Our passage from 
Hebrews reminds us that we, as believers, should be promoting “love and 
good works” in each other. This is why we come together. Being a follower of 
Jesus means being part of something bigger than ourselves. We are part of a 
dynamic group of people who need each other to be who God has designed 
us to be.

God’s Word and His church are used by the Holy Spirit to shape and form us 
into the image of Christ (Romans 8:29). We all have a specific role to play (1 
Corinthians 12:18). Let’s make this journey together!

Leader Prep

Students will learn that God 
has provided both instruction 
and support for their growth 
in holiness.

Leviticus 20:7-8;  
Hebrews 10:23-25

Jack Blankenship is student 
pastor at Ewing Road Baptist 
Church in Austell, Ga.
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Select a volunteer from your group and have them leave the room so another leader can blindfold them. As you are 
placing the blindfold on the volunteer, have a few people place chairs in random places throughout the room. Make 
sure there are several in the way of the person who is blindfolded. Tell everyone left in the room to scatter about the 
room. Instruct them to be distracting and misleading when the blindfolded volunteer begins to make his or her way 
through the chairs. You will give them a signal when they are to begin.

Bring your volunteer back in and have the person stand on one side of the room. Tell the volunteer to walk to the 
other side of the room without hitting the chairs that are now in the way. You will guide the person through as long as 
he or she listens to your voice.

Ask: “Was this difficult for our volunteer? Why or why not? What would have made it easier? In what ways might this be 
like our lives as Christians?”

God has called all of us, as followers of Christ, to be holy. That is a tall order! If we had to do it alone, we would be in 
trouble. Thankfully, God guides us in how to seek holiness in our lives.

Have your group open their Bibles to Leviticus 20:7-8. Have volunteers read this passage from several different transla-
tions if they are available.

Ask the students: “How were these translations different? How were they similar?”

Take a whiteboard or large piece of paper and draw a line down the center. On one side, write the word “us.” On the 
other side, write the word “Him.” Have the students look at this passage and list the actions we take and the actions 
God takes in our pursuit of holiness.

Ask: “From looking at this, how important is God’s Word in our pursuit of holiness? Can we become holy without God?”

Then tell the students: “We cannot become holy without God. It is true that we must be obedient and obey His Word, 
but verse 8 reminds us that God sets us apart. The Hebrew word for set apart here is the same word that is translated 
‘holy’ elsewhere.”

Ask: “Would you say that being part of a church is important in seeking holiness? Why or why not?”

Have everyone now turn to Hebrews 10:23-25. Have volunteers read this passage from several different translations if 
they are available.

Ask: “What jumps out at you when you first hear or read this passage?”

Return to the same whiteboard or large piece of paper. Taking this passage, go through the same process as you did 
with the passage from Leviticus.

Ask the students: “How does having a strong church help us move towards holiness in our lives? What role do you, as 
teenagers, play in helping others in our church become more like Jesus?”

Listen to My voice

The power to be holy



According to the passage in Hebrews, we are to be concerned about one another and encourage each other to pursue 
love and good works. If your group is not already doing so, have them sit in a circle. If you have a large group, you may 
want to make a couple of circles. Make sure you are in the circle as well.

Give each person a piece of paper. Have the students write their name on the top of the sheet. When you say to do so, 
everyone should hand their paper to the person on their left. Then the students are to write a note of encouragement 
about the person whose name is listed on the paper. Maybe it is something good they have done or evident growth in 
their life. If they have a favorite Bible verse, have them include that as well. After everyone is done, have the students 
pass their papers to the left one person. They will then write a note of encouragement for the person whose sheet 
they have. Continue the process until everyone receives his or her papers with notes of encouragement from each per-
son in the circle.

Close your time by praying that God would use His Word and His church to encourage everyone there to strive to be holy.

Hi-Speed Missions Different . . . through God’s Provision!3
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Holiness #4

Different . . . and it shows!

Holiness should describe the entire life of a believer. Everything from our 
thoughts to our actions are to be set apart in order to display the greatness of 
God in and through our lives. And this display should be evident wherever we 
happen to be. To be sure, we do not do these things because we want people 
to see how great we are (Matthew 6:1). Instead we let our light shine so oth-
ers will glorify God (Matthew 5:16).

In Colossians 3, Paul has come to the “meaty” application portion of the letter. 
Earlier in the chapter he points out specific actions that believers should not 
participate in (lying, anger, lust, etc.). He uses a word picture to help us see 
how it should work. He tells us to “put away” these evil deeds and “put on” the 
good deeds (Colossians 3:8,12). The image is of a person taking off one robe 
or outer garment and putting another on. Paul tells us to take off the “cloth-
ing” we had when we lived in rebellion and put on the “clothing” of a holy life. 
Just as your jacket is obvious to all who see it, so your actions, whether holy 
or unholy, will be obvious to those around you. Since God has called us to be 
holy, our actions must strive for holiness.

We must be careful to note that holy actions aren’t simply those related to 
church. In other words, holy actions aren’t limited to reading your Bible, go-
ing to church, and witnessing. These are holy actions. Yet so is forgiveness, 
patience, love, teaching truth, and gratitude. These are holy because they are 
the overflow of a heart that has been changed by Jesus. It is an outward dis-
play of what He is doing inside. From this we see that our holy actions should 
be evident whether we are in church, on a bus, in our homes, or at the mall. 
They should be evident when we are alone or surrounded by hundreds of 
others. When God sets us apart, He works in us in such a way that others will 
be able to see the effect.

Leader Prep

Students will understand how 
genuine holiness is exhibited 
in their everyday lives.

Colossians 3:12-17

Jack Blankenship is student 
pastor at Ewing Road Baptist 
Church in Austell, Ga.
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Prior to your meeting, write the following places on the tops of individual pieces of paper. There should be one piece 
of paper for each place.
 
	 •		A	city	park

	 •		A	grocery	store

	 •		A	bank

	 •		A	fast-food	restaurant
  
	 •		A	coffee	shop

	 •		A	gym

	 •		A	soccer	field

Divide your students into small groups and give each group a piece of paper. Tell them they need to come up with a 
list of single words that describe these places. They can write their words on the paper you have given them. When 
everyone has finished, select a group to go first. This group will give their first descriptive word to the other groups. If 
the other groups cannot guess what the place is from this word, then the next is given, and so on. Continue until all 
groups have gone and all places have been guessed.

Then ask the following questions:

Whose was the easiest to guess? Why?•	
If you had to choose words that described something that is holy, what would they be?•	
Do these words describe most Christians in your school? Why or why not?•	

When God saves us through faith in Christ, He sets us apart for Himself. He declares that we are to be holy as He is holy 
(Leviticus 20:7, 1 Peter 1:16). This makes us different from those around us. It also makes us different from how we were 
before Jesus saved us.

Divide your students into two groups. Give each group a stack of index cards, some masking tape, some pens, and a 
jacket or bathrobe. If a student is wearing a jacket, feel free to use it. Have the first group read Colossians 3:5-9. Have 
them write as many descriptions as they can of unholy living from this passage and place them on individual index 
cards. When they have written them on the cards, have them tape the cards to the jacket or robe. Have the other team 
read Colossians 3:12-17 and write as many descriptions as they can of holiness contained in this passage, writing them 
on the individual cards. They too will tape them to their jacket or robe.

When both groups are finished, have a volunteer put on the jacket from the group who wrote the descriptions of un-
holy living. Have him stand in front of the group and allow a spokesman from the group to go through all of the cards, 
telling what an unholy life looks like.

Where am I?

Coat Swap



Ask the following questions:

How have you seen these behaviors in the world around you?•	
What kind of message does it send when a Christian acts this way?•	
How does God feel about these kinds of actions? (see Colossians 3:6!)•	

At this point, share with the students the imagery Paul uses in this chapter of “putting off” and “putting on” that you 
read in the Leader Background. Ask for the jacket from the second group. Have the volunteer take off the first jacket 
and put on the second. Ask a spokesman from the second group to go through all of the cards, telling what a holy life 
looks like.

Then ask the following questions:

How are these two jackets different?•	
Which of these characteristics are the hardest for us to put into practice? Why?•	
How did Jesus demonstrate these characteristics in His life?•	
How would your school be different if every Christian was serious about living this way?•	

Read 1 Thessalonians 5:23. Remind your students that we do not become holy under our own power. It is God working 
in us that gives us the strength and ability to take off the old way of life and put on the new way.

Remove the index cards from the second jacket. Have the students select one card that represents something they 
specifically need God to work on in their life. More than one student may choose the same card. Have them spend 
some time praying for God to make this a genuine characteristic of their life. You may want to play some quiet worship 
music in the background while the students are praying. When all of the students have finished praying, you may want 
to join together in singing the song that is playing or you can pray over them, as you ask God to continue working in 
their lives.

Hi-Speed Missions Different . . . and it shows!3
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Peer Pressure #1

Be the Change 
or Be Changed

In Psalm 1 the Bible contrasts the life of a faithful person with one of some-
one who is far from God. The psalmist speaks of the joy that comes from 
obeying God and not listening to those who would pull us away from the Fa-
ther. It is important for students to understand the profound and often subtle 
influence their friends and acquaintances can have on them, especially in 
how they follow Jesus’ teachings. This lesson will help your students discern 
whether their friends are building up or tearing down their spiritual lives. Real 
friends should help, not hinder, you as you draw closer to God.

The Bible teaches that the more we delight in God’s presence, the more fruit-
ful we are. On the other hand, the more we allow those who ridicule God to 
affect our thoughts and attitudes, the more we separate ourselves from our 
source of nourishment. We must have contact with unbelievers if we are to 
witness to them, but we must not join in or imitate their sinful behavior. If you 
want to see hopelessness and desperation, spend time with those who see 
no need for God. But if you want God’s happiness, make friends with those 
who love God and His Word.
 
Students tend to talk to their friends or peers when faced with a dilemma. 
However, Proverbs 13:20 will remind them that talking to someone wiser—
and perhaps older—is the better thing to do. Friends or peers may not truly 
have our best interest in mind.

Remind students that as Christians they are called to be influencers of their 
generation. Students can influence others for what’s right, decent, and true or 
they can influence others in the ways of the world.  The choice is up to them.

According to Walt Mueller, youth culture expert, the nature of peer pressure 
has changed.

Mueller says, “Back in the day, peer pressure took the form of a verbal invita-
tion to come and do something that both you and the person inviting you to 
do it knew was wrong.

“In today’s world, peer pressure usually takes the form of an unspoken expec-
tation to come and get involved in behavior that the overwhelming majority 
of your peers think is normal and right.  Today’s peer pressure is much more 
intense and difficult to resist.” (www.cpyu.org)

Leader Prep

Students will develop an 
awareness of the influence 
they can have on their friends 
as well as the influence their 
friends can have on them.

Psalms 1:1-6; Proverbs 13:20

Gordon Davidson is a con-
sultant in the Discipleship 
and Family Ministries Depart-
ment of the Georgia Baptist 
Convention and a member 
of Mountain Park First Baptist 
Church in Stone Mountain, Ga.

Teaching Aims

Bible Verses

Writer



Hi-Speed Missions Be the Change or Be Changed2

Before the meeting, make paper signs that your students will tape to their backs. On these signs write simple (and 
even silly) instructions like, “quack like a duck,” “flap your arms like a bird,” or “drive like a racecar driver.” Have the stu-
dents get into pairs with these pieces of paper taped to their backs. Then ask each student to influence their partners 
to perform the activity that is taped to their backs. Declare whichever pair gets finished first to be the winner.

Ask the students how easy it was to influence their partner to do the activity. Explain to the students that in this lesson 
they’ll learn that they need to influence others in a positive way instead of being influenced negatively by others.

Write this statement on a piece of paper and distribute it to the students. “The things or people who most influence 
me are …” They may have seldom or never thought of where influence comes from, so give students time to complete 
the phrase. Ask students to share and discuss their sources of influence. Talk about their choices but choose your 
words wisely. If you condemn them, you will cause them to tune out the rest of this session.

Ask students to make a list of things they would never give away to anyone. This may take some time so give the stu-
dents time to think. After a few minutes, ask students to share their lists. 

Then say, “Look over your lists. Did you include your freedom and individuality on the list?  Why not?  Those are things 
you give away when you follow “the crowd” or allow the wrong people to influence you. You find yourself performing 
in a certain way to please others. At that point, you are really making the decisions about whom you will allow to influ-
ence you.”

Ask students to think of the people they would consider as their “best friends.” Ask, “How many of the friends you have 
now do you honestly think will be your friends 10 years from now?”  Share with your students that even though they 
may think they will have the same friends 10 years from now, most likely they will not. However, the consequences of 
choices they make now because of their friendships will last, even after the friends are gone.

If you have other adults assisting you in teaching this Bible study, ask them which of their high school friends influ-
enced them the most. Then ask if they are still friends with them today. Also, ask them how being friends with these 
people affected the lives they are living today.  

Help the students realize that the choices they make on their friendships now will influence how effectively they will 
be able to share Christ. Falling victim to negative peer pressure could destroy their witness quickly.

Have several adults (including yourself ) bring in old high school yearbooks. Let the students compose themselves af-
ter laughing at the clothes, hairstyles, etc. Then talk about students in your class who made good choices and students 
who made bad choices. Talk about the different peer groups that were in your school.
 
Summarize the following for your students. 

“The friendships you have now will not last forever. In fact, many will not last past high school. But the choices you 
make because of those friendships will produce effects in your life that will go on past graduation. Just as it takes time 
for seeds sown to produce a harvest, so, too, the choices you make today will produce results in your future even if you 

If you quack like a duck . . .

Be the influencer

Lost - lasting consequences



don’t see any effect right now. This is just as true for the right choices as it is for wrong choices. One of the most diffi-
cult yet important facts you need to embrace is that your present friends probably won’t be around when that harvest 
comes to your life, even though you were together when the choices were made. The consequences of your choices 
will outlast your friendships.”

Close in prayer asking God to help the students effectively influence their world this week.
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Provided by the Mission Education Team of the North American Mission Board.
© Copyright 2009, North American Mission Board, SBC. All rights reserved. Southern Baptist churches have permission to photocopy lesson for church use only. Please send all inquiries to NAMB Mission Education 
Content Development, 4200 North Point Pkwy., Alpharetta, GA 30022 or e-mail missionedu@namb.net.  Not intended for sale.

Unless otherwise noted, Scripture quotations have been taken from the Holman Christian Standard Bible®, Copyright © 1999, 2000, 2002, 2003 by Holman Bible Publishers. Used by permission.



Peer Pressure #2

Who’s in Charge?

Peer influence (pressure) is nothing new. In Numbers 13 we read where Josh-
ua and Caleb experienced very real peer pressure. The numbers were stacked 
against them. It was their belief against the belief of 10 others. 

While the Matthew 4 passage doesn’t deal with “peer” pressure, it shows how 
Jesus responded to pressure and temptation. Our students can learn a great 
deal from Jesus’ responses to this temptation.

Being friends with non-Christians is essential for students to have opportu-
nities to share their faith. However, if a Christian is not a strong and mature 
believer, the amount of time spent with an unbeliever can be detrimental to 
his or her spiritual growth. Help your students understand this principle. 

Temptation affects every person. Many times Satan will use friends or  
acquaintances to attack us. Help students recognize that temptation is not a 
sin; giving in to temptation is a sin. Use this lesson to show your students that 
they do not have to give in to peer pressure. They can resist. God will always 
provide a way out of temptation and pressure. In the Scripture passage from 
Matthew we see how Jesus demonstrated this. Assist youth in understanding 
that we can confidently call on Jesus’ help because he has faced temptation too.

Leader Prep

Students will understand that 
who they choose for friends 
is critical.  Friends can help 
keep them out of trouble as 
well as pull them into it. With 
God’s help, students can resist 
temptations that come from 
peers.

Numbers 13:30-33; Matthew 
4:1-11; 1 Corinthians 10:13

Teaching Aims

Bible Verses

Writer
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Distribute sheets of paper and pencils to your students. Ask them to write the initials of their five best friends and to 
think about the kind of friends these people are. Are they strong Christians? Non-Christian?  Luke warm?  Sitting on 
the fence?  Realizing this is an over-simplification, instruct the students to write beside each initial “G” for good or “B” 
for bad.  Encourage students to consider the amount of time they spend daily or weekly with the friends they marked 
with a “B.” While it is important for students to have friends who are not believers, the amount of time they spend with 
them may determine the impact one has on the other. 

To illustrate, ask for two volunteers, approximately the same size.  Instruct one to stand in his or her chair. This person 
represents a Christian. Instruct the other youth to go to the person standing in the chair and grasp his or her hand as if 
they were shaking hands. The person on the floor represents a non-Christian.  Instruct the youth standing in the chair 
to carefully try pulling the person on the floor up to his level on the chair. Of course, he will be unable to do so.  Now 
instruct the person standing on the floor to carefully and gently pull the person down from the chair. Naturally, he will 
be able to pull him down.  Convey to your students how this could represent our relationships with non-Christians. 
While we need to be friends with non-Christians, we do not need to spend more time with them than we do with our 
Christian friends because of the fact they can pull us down more than we can pull them up. The amount of time we 
spend with non-Christians does make a difference.

Ask students to think of ways they are tempted or pressured by other friends or peers. List these on a whiteboard or on 
paper.  (To help “prime the pump,” it would be helpful for you to have a list of typical teenage temptations/pressures in 
case students are slow to respond.) After an appropriate amount of time, lead students to prioritize the situations from 
hardest to refuse to easiest to refuse. Based on the amount of time you have allotted for this Bible study, work with 
students to discover ways to stand up or refuse to take part in each of the top three situations listed on the board.  

Say, “Temptations, whether they come from friends or ourselves, are something that we all deal with and will continue 
to deal with as long as we live. Sometimes we give in to peer pressure because we don’t believe there is a way out. But 
as we see in Matthew 4:1-11, Jesus showed us a way out.” Read this passage and discuss with your students how Jesus 
refuted Satan’s claims. Talk with your students about the importance and usefulness of memorizing and meditating on 
Scripture. This spiritual discipline is, unfortunately, not discussed in many youth ministries. 

Divide students into two groups. Say to one group, “Based on the top three pressures we identified earlier, locate ap-
propriate and applicable Scriptures to memorize this week.”

Give the second group the following instructions: “Write a top 10 list of ways to deal with pressures we face from our 
friends.”  (Example: Recognize my weak spots, don’t give anyone control over me, stay away from tempting situations, 
refuse to go to certain places with certain people, ask Jesus what I should do, ask my parents to be the “bad guys” by 
saying no, etc.)

After an appropriate amount of time, bring the two groups together and allow each to share. Provide 3 x 5 cards for 
students to write any Scripture that would help them this week, as well as any of the top 10 lists they created.
Commit to one another in the coming week to pull out the 3 x 5 card and ask God to give them strength to withstand 
the temptation whenever peer pressure gets tough.

Don’t Pull me down!

Memorizing the Word

Reminder cards
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Peer Pressure #3

Can Peer Pressure  
Be Good?

Peer pressure isn’t always bad. Positive peer pressure comes when we spend 
time with strong Christian friends. We benefit when we’re around Christian 
friends, and we suffer when we spend an inordinate amount of time with 
those who have a negative effect on our walk with Christ. 

While we are not specifically told in Scripture that they explicitly provided 
support and strength for one another, it is not hard to imagine that Daniel, 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego provided positive peer pressure for each 
other. Throughout the book of Daniel we read of their spiritual strength as 
they consistently did what was right and just.

Jonathan and David are another example of two friends who helped each 
other even at great risk of their own lives. Their example still speaks volumes 
today.

As you seek to help the youth you lead take part in God’s mission in the 
world, encourage them to build relationships with other Christians. These 
friendships will undoubtedly make them stronger Christians and more effec-
tive witnesses for Him.

Leader Prep

This lesson will lead your 
students to understand that 
having a positive peer atmo-
sphere can be an important 
factor in their spiritual growth 
and development.

 1 Samuel 20:16-17; Proverbs 
27:17; John 1:40-42; Daniel 
3:16-18
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Introduce this study by saying, “Peer pressure … Most of the time those two words have a negative connotation, but 
tonight (or today) we are going to look at positive peer pressure. Because we are all Christians, we can provide positive 
peer pressure for each other by encouraging one another to use God’s power and not rely on ourselves.”

Call on a student to read John 1:40-42. Say, “Who introduced Peter to Jesus?” (Andrew, his brother) Who introduced 
you to Jesus? Allow time for several to share.

Say, “What are some ways we can encourage each other to depend on God’s strength?” Write these on a whiteboard or 
paper. Ask, “Are these easy or hard to do? Why?”

Identify some encouraging actions your group will focus on in the coming week.

Call on a student to read aloud 1 Samuel 20:16-17.  State, “These three teenage (probably) boys stood firm and stood 
together even in the face of death. Even though they were three different individuals, they stood together as one. 
More than likely they knew and experienced the truths spoken of in Proverbs 27:17.”  Ask a student to read that pas-
sage. Ask, “What does it mean ‘iron sharpens iron’?” 

As an illustration, bring a couple of knives and some heavy duty work gloves.  Make sure some of the knives are sharp 
and some are dull. Also, have on hand some wood, plastic, cloth and other objects to use with the knives. Call on sev-
eral students to take a knife, put on the gloves (for safety and protection), and attempt to cut the various objects. 

After a few have tried, talk about the difference between the dull knife and the sharp knife. What makes the differ-
ence? Silk doesn’t sharpen iron. Chocolate pudding doesn’t sharpen iron. It takes something with the same character-
istics to rub off the dull parts to make us sharp. 

Ask the following questions, allowing time for students to think before responding.  “Who sharpens you?  Who do you sharp-
en? How does this sharpening take place?  When does it take place?  Do you ever get to the point you are sharp enough?

It is important that we each care for one another and to be on the lookout for snares, traps, and blind spots that might cause 
us to stumble. To illustrate, the following activity will help your students understand the need to “be there” for each other.

Give each person an egg. Instruct the youth to very carefully punch a small hole in each end of the egg with a pin. 
Then direct them to blow on one end of the egg. Hopefully, the yolk and the egg whites will be forced out the other 
end, leaving an empty, unbroken eggshell. If you like, you can seal up the holes with a small amount of candle wax. 
Then discuss the delicate nature of eggshells. Relate this to the fragile nature of friendships and how we can help a 
weaker Christian brother or sister.

To add to this illustration, encourage students to swap eggs with another person and for the next day or so, take care 
of their friend’s egg.  (adapted from Youth Ministry Sourcebook, compiled by Michelle Hicks and James Jackson, Con-
vention Press, 1997.)

Close this session by asking students to pair up with someone and pray for God to strengthen and sharpen them in 
the coming week.  Encourage students to call, text, or e-mail words of encouragement and affirmation in the coming 
week to their prayer partner. 

Introduction Activity

Bring the Lesson Home

Application Activity
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Peer Pressure #4

Friends: Stumbling Blocks 
or Stepping Stones

While the Bible doesn’t mention a situation or a story where a person’s 
friends were a roadblock to missional living, we know that indeed can take 
place. Friends may not understand a student’s desire to serve God. We would 
certainly hope that friends, and others, would be supportive. Yet when that 
support is not there, the pressure to conform to their wishes and desires is 
great. This lesson focuses on Scriptures that teach us to be different. The word 
used, in Romans 12:2, is “transformed” rather than conform to others.  As you 
prepare to teach, marinate and meditate on these Scripture passages. Think 
of the various applications for each one.

We must not give in to peer pressure, whatever the situation. Standing up for 
what we believe and what the Bible teaches will please God. Throughout his-
tory, those who have been unafraid to stand on unpopular beliefs have been 
the ones to change the world and make things happen. There is so much in 
this world that we need to change, and so many people who need to be told 
about Christ. Letting other people decide what we do and how we behave is 
exactly what Satan hopes we will do.

Leader Prep

Students will understand that 
some friends may not un-
derstand or agree with their 
desire to serve God but it is 
still the right thing to do

Psalms 1:1-2; Romans 12:2; 1 
Peter 1:13-16; 1 Peter 2:11; 1 
John 2:15-17

Gordon Davidson is a con-
sultant in the Discipleship 
and Family Ministries Depart-
ment of the Georgia Baptist 
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Church in Stone Mountain, Ga.

Teaching Aims

Bible Verses

Writer



Hi-Speed Missions Friends: Stumbling Blocks or Stepping Stones2

Print the Scripture passages on poster board, but scramble the wording. Instruct students to look up each passage and 
to rewrite them correctly. After they have done so, call on students to read each passage aloud.

Say, “Today’s study looks at the importance of following God no matter who, what, or where the opposition comes 
from. Being obedient to God is always the right thing to do.”

State to your students, “You feel God calling you to serve Him this summer in Kenya.” Print the correct wording of each 
Scripture passage on separate pieces of paper and post on the walls around the room. Instruct students to pair up and 
to write several statements on the Scripture passage poster that friends might say for you going to Kenya and against 
you going to Kenya. Allow several minutes for the students to talk over the various statements that might be made. 
Then ask for volunteers to share their statements. Talk about how each passage relates to the statements shared by 
the students. 

Make the following points (and other points you find) We’ about the relationship between the passages and the state-
ments:

Psalm 1: 1-2 – We’re happier when we rely on God’s instructions rather than the advice of “the wicked.”•	
  Romans 12:2 – We can’t think differently from the world when we’re letting ungodly friends influence our deci-•	
sions.
 1 Peter 1:13-16 – When we let our ungodly friends influence our decisions, we’re becoming conformed  •	
to the world.
 1 John 2:15-17 – When friends who don’t know Christ influence us, we’re showing we love them more than our •	
Lord. Instead focus your eyes and heart on your relationship with Him, which will never pass away. 

Say, “What do we do when our friends don’t understand our commitment to Christ?” Help students to see that even 
though we may face opposition from our friends, God will always bless and use our obedience. Tremendous growth 
takes place during times we depend solely on God.

If possible bring to this session a flat paver stone used on stone walkways and a large rock. Point to the two objects 
and say, “Sometimes we have people in our lives who are stumbling blocks (point to or pick up large rock), and we 
have others who are stepping stones (point to or pick up paver stone). A stepping-stone represents someone who is 
helpful, someone who strengthens you, supports you, and encourages you.  On the other hand, a stumbling block is a 
rock that causes people to trip. These are the people in your life that hinder you from doing what God wants you to do.  
They also can hinder your relationship to Christ and can inhibit God’s will being made plain to you. 

Bible Verse Match

Will You Go?

Stumbling Block or Stepping Stone?

Provided by the Mission Education Team of the North American Mission Board.
© Copyright 2009, North American Mission Board, SBC. All rights reserved. Southern Baptist churches have permission to photocopy lesson for church use only. Please send all inquiries to NAMB Mission Education 
Content Development, 4200 North Point Pkwy., Alpharetta, GA 30022 or e-mail missionedu@namb.net.  Not intended for sale.

Unless otherwise noted, Scripture quotations have been taken from the Holman Christian Standard Bible®, Copyright © 1999, 2000, 2002, 2003 by Holman Bible Publishers. Used by permission.



A Plan for Going #1

Road Trip!

The Bible is full of examples of God calling people to go on mission with 
Him. It is amazing to think that He chooses to use us to fulfill His plan! In this 
lesson, we will examine a specific instance of God’s call in Scripture and the 
steps the biblical characters took to prepare to answer that call.

Saul and Barnabas were serving in the church at Antioch. God chose them 
out of the group of leaders there to send out on mission. The following verses 
of the chapter make the transition in Saul’s name–from there on out he is 
referred to as Paul. In fact, almost all of the remaining narratives of the book 
of Acts are devoted to carrying out Paul’s mission.

It is in the midst of their continual service to Christ that these men were 
set apart and sent out. Some translations render the word “ministering” as 
“worshiping.” It was as these men devoted themselves to Christ, they heard 
the call of God to go. We will often find that as we devote ourselves more fully 
to Him, there is a deep desire within us to go with the love and message of 
Christ to those who do not know it.

When the church went about sending them, they took several steps to do so. 
Notice that they “fasted, prayed, and laid hands on them.” All of this was done 
before the men were sent out. The church realized the great privilege and 
responsibility of going on mission with God. They not only agreed with Paul 
and Barnabas being sent, they prayed diligently that God would use the pair.

As we see the steps they took to prepare for going, it reminds us that we 
should be sure that we too are preparing ourselves for the mission to which 
God has called us. Whether it is across the street or around the world, we 
must do all that we can to be ready and prepared to go.

Leader Prep

Students will understand 
that we need to prepare to 
join God’s call to His mission 
of reaching the world takes 
preparation.

 Acts 13:1-3

Jack Blankenship is student 
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Hi-Speed Missions Road Trip!2

Prior to your meeting write the following scenarios on slips of paper. When you are finished, fold each and place them 
in a bowl.

A safari in Africa•	
Mountain climbing in the Himalayas•	
A walking tour of Paris•	
A road trip to the Grand Canyon•	
Surfing in Hawaii•	
Whale watching in Alaska•	
A mission trip to inner-city Philadelphia•	
A mission trip to West Africa•	

If you have a small group, have each student draw one slip of paper. If you have a larger group, divide them into 
groups of two or three and have each group draw a slip. Tell them that each of the slips of paper is a trip they are 
about to take. Their job is take five minutes and search the church or meeting area for two objects that represent 
something they would need to make their trip a success. Encourage creativity. For example, a toy plane or car from the 
church nursery could be an object that represents the need for safe travel to and from the destination. You may even 
want to give a small prize to the team/individual who is the most creative. 

When everyone returns, allow them to share the nature of their trip and why they chose their objects. Use the follow-
ing questions to transition into the lesson.

What are some details you thought about when trying to find these objects?•	
If you were really going on these trips, how long do you think it would take for you to prepare?•	
What are other things in life that take planning and preparation?•	
What types of planning and preparation does it take to do missions?•	

If we are going to be serious about being part of God’s mission of spreading His name around the world, it is going to 
take some planning and preparation on our part. As we look at how to begin with those plans, we will examine a pas-
sage from the Bible that shows how some others prepared for going on mission.

Have the students open their Bibles to Acts 13, and ask a student to read verses one and two. After the verses have been read, 
ask the students the following questions: 

What was going on when Saul and Barnabas were called to go? Wait for responses. •	
How does being strongly devoted to Christ make you more sensitive to His calling? Wait for responses. •	
 How has God specifically called you to go? Remind the students that “going” is just as much about telling another •	
kid in class about Jesus as it is on a mission trip.
 When it came time for the men to go, they had great support. Have a volunteer read verse three.  •	

Ask the students: 

What did the church do for Paul and Barnabas before sending them off? Prayed, fasted, and laid on hands. •	
Why are these such a vital part of planning and preparing for being on mission? Wait for a response.•	

Pack your bags

Leaning on the ‘big guy



Though fasting, praying, and laying on hands are three different things, they all involve an intense seeking of God’s 
favor and plan in what is about to happen. It is not simply asking for safe travel, it is praying earnestly that God accom-
plishes great things in and through these people. It recognizes a complete dependence upon God for the fulfillment 
of the work to be done. Ask the students: 

How have you experienced something similar to this in the past? Wait for a response.•	
 What does it say about our dependence on God when we don’t take the time to pray and prepare for the mission •	
He has called us to? Wait for a response.

Just like Saul and Barnabas, God has called each of you to be on mission. That may include everything from reaching 
out to others on the school bus, to taking a trip to a local food bank, to going overseas for two years. Whatever that 
mission may be, we all need the type of support found in this passage.

Give each student an index card. Have them take a moment and think of three people they would like to ask to sup-
port them in prayer as they go on mission with God. It may be a parent, teacher, or other student. Encourage them to 
write the names of at least two adults. Have them write the names on the index card before they leave. Instruct the 
students during the upcoming week to contact these people and ask them if they would simply pray faithfully and 
passionately that God would do great things through them.

Hi-Speed Missions Road Trip!3
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A Plan for Going #2

Just a Hop, Skip, and a Jump

Missions is often used to describe short-term opportunities where believers 
go to places far from home to reach others for Christ. Christians spend a great 
amount of time developing a plan to go on these trips. And they are often 
great successes. However, what would happen if we put as much preparation 
and planning into things like going to school or the mall to reach others for 
Christ? The reality is that God has given each of us a mission field right where 
we live.

After Acts chapter one, the apostles were a seemingly unstoppable force for 
the gospel. No matter what was thrown at them, they did not stop sharing. 
And it all began in Jerusalem. God put them to work right where they were 
and they lived God’s mission with reckless abandon.

In Acts three, Peter and John were on their way to the temple. They were 
going about their normal business and they came across a man who was in 
great need. Through the Holy Spirit, they met his needs is a way that money 
couldn’t. In doing so, they caused quite a stir. People flocked to see the man 
they all recognized as a lame beggar jumping for joy and praising God. Peter 
saw the opportunity to give a bold witness for Christ.

As believers, we must strive to be on mission everywhere we go. We are on 
mission in our cars, at our schools, in our homes, and at our jobs. This type of 
thinking does not come naturally for many Christians. We must be intentional 
about thinking this way.

Peter and John probably did not wake up that morning with a plan on how 
to bring healing to this man. However, we can be sure that they were seek-
ing opportunities to make a difference for Christ. Because they had prepared 
their heart for this, they were open to jumping in whenever the opportunity 
came. They had a plan: seek opportunities in their community to show others 
the greatness of God.

Leader Prep

Students will learn to identify 
and be involved in mission 
opportunities in their immedi-
ate community.

Acts 3:1-7; Acts 3:11-16
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Hi-Speed Missions Just a Hop, Skip, and a Jump2

Option 1:

Divide students into three or four groups. If you have a small group, keep them all together. Give each group a section 
of the local newspaper. Instruct them to take a few minutes and look in their section for opportunities where Chris-
tians could make an impact for Christ. For some groups (i.e. those with the sports section) this may take a little more 
creativity. When they are finished, transition with these questions:

After hearing all of this, would you say our community is in need?•	
What types of things could we do as a group to meet these needs?•	
How can we as Christians become more aware of opportunities around us to share the love of Christ in word  •	
and actions?

Option 2: 

Have someone your students may not recognize dress as a homeless person. Have them stationed somewhere close 
to where your students enter your meeting area. Instruct the person not to interact with the students unless the stu-
dents first make contact. Listen as the students come in for comments about this person.

Begin your time by telling the students you heard someone was outside. The ask the students: 

Did anyone find out what was going on?•	
What did you do?•	

At this point let the students in on the identity of the person. Then ask:

What was your reaction?•	
Why did you react this way?•	
How many of you saw this as an opportunity for ministry?•	

Tell your group you want them to see and hear the Bible passage for this lesson. Choose four students to participate. Three 
will take on roles from the passage (Peter, John, and the lame man). The other will be the narrator. As the narrator reads, the 
other three act out the passage for everyone else without speaking. Be sure the narrator pauses to give time for the action. 
Encourage the actors to help the audience “feel the story”!

After the story has been read, ask your students these two questions: 

What grabbed your attention most about this story? •	 Allow time for a response.
What are the different needs–both physical and spiritual–this man had? •	 Allow time for a response.

This man had never walked. He was carried every day to the temple gates so that he could beg for money. People who 
regularly attended the temple recognized him. As they were walking by, Peter and John were sensitive to God’s Spirit 
and reached out to this man.

Ask, How is Peter and John’s life a good example to us about being on mission where we live?

Open your eyes

Body & soul



Peter and John did not let their lack of money keep them from reaching out to this man. Ask the students:

What are things in our lives that might hinder us from ministering to others?•	
What can we do to overcome these hurdles?•	

Peter and John did not simply meet this man’s physical need. When those around saw what had happened, they were 
amazed. Peter saw this as an opportunity to tell the good news about Jesus. Ask the students: 

Why is it important for us to meet both spiritual and physical needs?•	
What happens if we leave out one or the other?•	

Recognizing and meeting needs in our community will not happen if we do not intentionally prepare and plan to do 
so. Often, it takes a spark to get the fire going.

As the first step in the plan, lead students to come up with a volunteer opportunity in your community. If there is not 
an opportunity your church and/or local Baptist association is currently connected with, such as a shut-in or clothes-
closet ministry, you may want to bring a local phone book with listings for food banks, homeless shelters, etc.–or a 
computer if you have Internet access–to search for places to serve. After planning the date and location, set a time 
beforehand to meet and pray that God would give you not only the opportunity to meet the needs of the people 
you will be serving, but just as importantly, that you will be able to tell them the great news of God’s love for them in 
Christ.

Close your time by praying that God would use planned trip to open your eyes to opportunities everyday among 
those around you that need Him.

    

Hi-Speed Missions Just a Hop, Skip, and a Jump3

Provided by the Mission Education Team of the North American Mission Board.
© Copyright 2009, North American Mission Board, SBC. All rights reserved. Southern Baptist churches have permission to photocopy lesson for church use only. Please send all inquiries to NAMB Mission Education 
Content Development, 4200 North Point Pkwy., Alpharetta, GA 30022 or e-mail missionedu@namb.net.  Not intended for sale.

Unless otherwise noted, Scripture quotations have been taken from the Holman Christian Standard Bible®, Copyright © 1999, 2000, 2002, 2003 by Holman Bible Publishers. Used by permission.

Hit the road



A Plan for Going #3

Definitely Not Your 
Grandma’s Vacation!

God has a plan for our lives. There are many parts to that plan. Often God will 
use an experience like a short-term mission project to prepare us to live a 
lifestyle of being on mission with Him. As we will see in our Scripture passage, 
Jesus sent some of his followers out on short-term assignments to give them 
a greater perspective on living a life set aside for Him.

Though we often think of Jesus with the Twelve, there were many who were 
also followers of Jesus during His earthly ministry (see for example Acts 
1:21-22). In Luke 10, Jesus gives seventy of these followers a specific assign-
ment. They had been following Him for a while and now He had something 
He wanted them to do.

As these groups of two went into the cities, they were to spend their time 
meeting needs and proclaiming the kingdom of God (Luke 10:9). And this is 
what they did. When they returned, their excitement was overflowing. Even 
the demons obeyed them! This is a powerful statement when read in the con-
text of Luke 9:37-42 where Jesus’ followers were unable to cast out demons 
because of their weak faith.

Being the most amazing teacher ever, Jesus uses this moment to deliver a 
powerful message. The excitement they should have should not be over 
what they had done. Their excitement should come from the fact that they 
are children of God (Luke 10:20). Our short term missions should deepen our 
amazement of our salvation while at the same time creating a desire to see 
others know our Jesus.

This type of mission doesn’t happen by accident. The opportunities are avail-
able but there must be a plan to see it come about. We must seek where He is 
going and pray that He would equip us just like He equipped the Seventy to 
go for Him. Are you ready to go?

Leader Prep

Students will learn to identify 
the importance and benefits 
of short term mission oppor-
tunities.

Luke 10:1-2, 17-20
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Hi-Speed Missions Definitely Not Your Grandma’s Vacation!2

Divide your students into several teams. Give each team a piece of paper and a pen. Each team will have five minutes 
to come up with items that come to mind when they think of summer. They have to use the words “summer break” as 
an acronym. So for instance they may write “shorts” for the S, “umbrella” for the U, and so on. Their goal is to come up 
with a word that the other teams don’t.

At the end of time, have each group tell you which word they chose. If no other team has that word, they get a point. If 
another team does, neither team gets a point. At the end of the activity, the team with the most points wins. You may 
want to give a small prize or even something silly like a mostly used bottle of sunscreen!

What do you like most about summer?•	
How many of you think about missions when you think about summer? Why or why not?•	
Why is summer a good time for missions?•	
What are some good reasons to go on short-term mission trips?•	

Were there short-term mission trips in the Bible?

Students may or may not have any answers to this question. After some brief discussion tell them you are going to ex-
amine a time when Jesus sent some of His followers out on a short-term mission trip, have everyone open their Bibles 
to Luke ten. Ask a volunteer to read verses one and two.

Where were these followers of Jesus being sent?•	
Why was Jesus sending them to these cities?•	

When we go on mission, we are joining in with what Jesus is already doing. God is at work all around us. The amazing 
thing is that He chooses us to go and uses us as tools in His hand to spread the wonderful message of the cross. He 
sends us where He is going!

What did Jesus mean in verse two?•	

Though Jesus had more than the Twelve, He still only had an extremely small number of followers compared the the 
number of people who needed to hear the Gospel. Jesus tells His followers to pray that God would send more laborers 
into the harvest fields with them.

Have a volunteer read verses 17-20.

How would you describe the reaction of the Seventy when they returned from their mission trip?•	

How would you describe Jesus’ reaction in verses 18 and 19?
The Seventy returned full of joy because they had seen God working in them. Jesus too shared in their joy and encour-
aged them. This is so often the reaction of those returning from a short-term missions experience. There is joy mixed 
with awe in what God has done.

Why does missions bring so much joy to those who participate?•	

If your group has participated in short-term missions in the past, ask a few students to share something amazing they 
saw God do through the group on that trip.

Pack your bags

Load the car



What is Jesus teaching His followers in verse 20?•	

As great as our missions experiences are, we must always remember that our relationship with God is so much greater. 
Our rejoicing must be centered around the reality that He has forgiven our sins and adopted us into His family. This 
attitude keeps our rejoicing in Christ and not on what we have done.

This kind of experience will not come with out us setting up a definite plan for going. Choose one of the following op-
tions to put that plan into action.

Option for those planning a short-term missions experience.

Take some time to pray for your upcoming opportunity just as Jesus directed these followers to pray. Have different 
volunteers pray for different aspects of the trip. Pray that God would bring more people alongside you to complete His 
task 

Option for those who are not planning a short-term missions experience.

If you are in a place that has Internet access, allow your students to log on to www.studentz.com. Here they will find 
various short-term mission opportunities at both the state and national level. These include amazing opportunities 
such as World Changers, Powerplant, and Student Mission groups.  If your meeting area does not have this capability, 
gather information yourself from the site prior to your meeting.

After finding an opportunity that would fit well with your group, take some time to pray that Christ would send you, 
just like this group of 70, to a place where He is working. After praying, seek to find how your church can start the 
process to go!
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A Plan for Going #4

Please Forward my Mail

The call of Jesus can often catch us off guard. We know we should seek holi-
ness and that our lives should show the world how truly great He is. But then 
God does something radical–at least radical to us. For many this is a call to 
take their missions involvement to a level that most never see. God’s call may 
mean service for a semester, two years, or even a lifetime.

The first four apostles we encounter in the book of Matthew had such a sur-
prising and radical call on their lives. Luke’s Gospel gives us a deeper look into 
this encounter. (Luke 5:1-11) These men had been fishing all night and caught 
nothing. Jesus asked them to try one more time and they did, filling their 
boats with fish. God did something mighty and then issued the call. Matthew 
and Mark both emphasize that the men left “immediately.” (Matthew 4:20, 22; 
Mark 1:18)

To be obedient to Christ’s call meant a sacrifice for these men. They left their 
families and their way of earning a living to follow Christ. Yet they all knew that 
there was something extraordinary about Jesus that made it all worthwhile.

Some of your students may experience the radical call of Christ in their lives 
to leave and go on long-term missions. To do so may mean that there are 
some sacrifices that need to be made. There will be some who may not un-
derstand why they feel the need to go. As we sense His call however, we must 
be obedient to go. Some may feel the call but are not sure what the next step 
may be. The end of our lesson will aid them with some tools available to help 
in seeking God’s direction.

Leader Prep

 Students will learn to identify 
the importance and benefits 
of long-term mission oppor-
tunities.

Matthew 4:18-22
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Hi-Speed Missions Please Forward my Mail2

Prior to your session obtain both a small and a large bag of the same kind of candy. You may also use candy bars with the 
small being one and the large being several candy bars. Place the larger of the two in a brown paper bag before the study. 

When you get started, ask for someone who really likes the kind of candy you have brought. Once you have selected your 
volunteer, give them the small candy. As they go to sit down, tell them that you have something to ask them. Tell them that if 
they will give you back the candy, you will give them the brown bag and all that is in it. Be sure not to let them know what is 
in the bag! After a few minutes, have them make a decision. After their decision, have the contents of the bag revealed.

Ask the following questions: 

Was you decision tough? Why or why not?•	
Did you make a good decision?•	

Your decision was to give up something you liked to get something you didn’t know very much about. In the end, we 
find that the decision to trade was more than worth it. Today’s lesson is going to look at some men who had to make a 
similar decision. They too found that in the end, their decision to make the sacrifice was worth it.

Divide your group into three or four smaller groups. Have one person in each group read the passage for the lesson when 
you are through giving instructions. Tell the groups that they are going to retell this story in modern terms. In other words, if 
this happened in your town today, how might it have looked? Tell them to make sure that they examine the story for details 
so that they don’t miss the main message.

After the students have prepared their scenarios, ask them the following questions:

What details did everyone include?•	
What details are most important for us to grasp?•	

Two details should stand out to us as it pertains to our lesson. The first is that Jesus invited these men to join Him on 
mission. The second is that they responded immediately to the call that Jesus issued to them.

Ask:

How was the call of Jesus similar in these situations?•	
How would it make you feel if you were asked by Jesus to do the same thing?•	
Does Jesus still issue radical calls of abandonment on our lives today? What are some examples?•	
Especially as it pertains to missions, how might God call some of you to a deeper involvement?•	

God may call some of you to participate in a long-term mission involvement. There are many opportunities to do so, 
including spending a summer after your junior or senior year in high school as a Sojourner missionary. You could also 
spend a summer or semester serving during your college years. After you graduate from college, you could spend two 
years on mission (as either a USC2 or journeyman missionary) or a make a lifetime commitment to vocational missions.

Ask:

How quickly did these men respond to Jesus’ call?•	
What reasons could they have had for not responding immediately?•	

Candy trade

Time to Go



These men made a sacrifice to follow Jesus. If you were to answer God’s call, what kinds of sacrifices might you •	
have to make?
How can you be actively involved in missions even if God does not call you to go?•	

Jesus did not issue this call to everyone He met. Many of us are not called to leave what we have to go on mission. 
However, it is our privilege to support those whom He has called through prayer and giving. In this way we are joining 
them as they seek to be obedient to His call.

If we believe that God might call us to go with Him, we must be as ready to go whenever possible. Give each student a 
“Will You Answer?” card that you have copied and cut out before the session. Have them go to the Web site listed this 
week and check out the opportunities for students. There they will find about the opportunities listed above, as well as 
information about Kaleo conferences, which help students who believe God has called them into full-time service.

Choose a student to close in prayer, asking God to raise up long-term commitments from your group and people 
who’ll support those who are going. Pray that He would show you that the sacrifices needed for both groups are well 
worth the trade-off.

Hi-Speed Missions Please Forward my Mail3

Will You Answer?

Provided by the Mission Education Team of the North American Mission Board.
© Copyright 2009, North American Mission Board, SBC. All rights reserved. Southern Baptist churches have permission to photocopy lesson for church use only. Please send all inquiries to NAMB Mission Education 
Content Development, 4200 North Point Pkwy., Alpharetta, GA 30022 or e-mail missionedu@namb.net.  Not intended for sale.

Unless otherwise noted, Scripture quotations have been taken from the Holman Christian Standard Bible®, Copyright © 1999, 2000, 2002, 2003 by Holman Bible Publishers. Used by permission.



Hi-Speed Missions Please Forward my Mail4

www.answerthecall.net

www.answerthecall.net

www.answerthecall.net

www.answerthecall.net

www.answerthecall.net

www.answerthecall.net

www.answerthecall.net

www.answerthecall.net

www.answerthecall.net

www.answerthecall.net

Will You

Will You

Will You

Will You

Will You

Will You

Will You

Will You

Will You

Will You

Answer

Answer

Answer

Answer

Answer

Answer

Answer

Answer

Answer

Answer

the Call?

the Call?

the Call?

the Call?

the Call?

the Call?

the Call?

the Call?

the Call?

the Call?



Purity #1

It Was His Idea!

God is a wise and loving Father. Just as our earthly parents give us limitations, 
our Heavenly Father has given us limitations for our protection. One of those 
limitations involves sex. Without a doubt God’s Word teaches that sex before 
marriage is a sin. Not because it doesn’t feel good but because its purpose is 
much greater and much deeper than feelings. It is the uniting of lives togeth-
er in marriage–a bond that no other relationship is to have. It is a sacred gift 
from God.
 
However, purity is much more than abstaining from sex. Purity is a lifestyle. 
Purity involves our mind, our thoughts, and our actions; it involves our whole 
being. It involves the way you interact with other people. It even includes 
how you spend your time (and with whom) and how you spend your money. 
Certainly, sex is a part of it, but there’s more to it. God’s command to be pure 
is for our benefit and protection. God knows that what we put in our minds 
comes out in our thoughts, words, and actions.
 
Like programming a computer, our “operating system,” our minds, ought 
to be filled with things that please and honor God. If students have trouble 
with impure thoughts, it is wise to look at what they are “inputting” into their 
“operating system.” Students examine the programs they watch on TV, music 
they listen to, conversations they have, and magazines they read. Encourage 
them to replace the impure with pure. Assure them that if they ask God to 
help them as they seek to honor Him, He will be quick to answer their plea. 
Pray, read His Word and allow the pure to replace the impure. It’s hard, but it 
can be done. It just takes practice. The benefits that accompany purity; peace 
of mind, confidence from being in God’s will, maturity and many others are 
well worth the difficulty. They pay a lifetime of rewards!

Leader Prep

Students will discover God’s 
design for purity.

Psalms 119:9; Matthew 
5:27-28; Philippians 4:8; 1 
Thessalonians 4:3-8; Matthew 
5:8; 1 Corinthians 6:18-20; 
Psalms 24:3-6; 1 Peter 1:13-16

Gordon Davidson is a con-
sultant in the Discipleship 
and Family Ministries Depart-
ment of the Georgia Baptist 
Convention and a member 
of Mountain Park First Baptist 
Church in Stone Mountain, Ga.
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(This introductory activity assumes your meeting is indoors.)
Before class begins, bring in a few small logs that you would use to build a small campfire. If you would like, you can 
bring rock to make a fire ring, which makes it look more realistic. Provide matches or some type of fire starter.
After the students have arrived, suggest that one of them build a campfire. More than likely you’ll get looks of bewil-
derment, amazement, and “have you lost your mind?!” If no one points out the obvious, that campfires aren’t usually 
started indoors on the floor, say “What’s wrong with starting a fire? Haven’t you ever built a fire? Aren’t fires useful?” 
Continue discussing the difference of starting a fire outdoors, like at a campsite, and indoors, like in your meeting 
room.

Say, “Sex is like a fire. Sex in itself is not bad. God created sex, and God said everything He created was good. Fire is good. We 
can cook with it, it can be used to heat a room, and it can even be used in manufacturing. But fire can also be destructive if 
not used in the proper way. Sex can be destructive if not used in the proper way and the proper way is within the marriage 
relationship. Let’s see what God’s Word has to say.”

Ask students how they would define purity. Allow time for students to respond. After several students have shared ask 
how they would define impurity. Again allow time for students to think and respond. Make sure that the discussion 
goes beyond the normal “church answers.”

Invite students to turn in their Bibles and find the suggested Bible verses. Ask for volunteers to read aloud. As each one 
is read take time to discuss.

Psalm 119:9 – Ask, “What does the Bible say about how to be pure?” (By keeping Your Word.) Ask students, “What does 
it mean to keep ‘Your Word’? How do we keep God’s Word?  What happens when we don’t?”

Matthew 5:27-28 – Ask, “What does this verse tell us about our eyes and our minds? What is the remedy?”

Proverbs 4:23 – Ask, “What does the writer of Proverbs mean when he says that our heart is the source of life?  What 
does this have to do with purity?”

Philippians 4:8 – Ask, “What does it mean to ‘dwell’? How do we dwell on truth? On honorable things? On purity?  Is it 
really possible to do this in today’s busy, noisy, and confusing world?  How?”

1 Thessalonians 4:3-8 – Ask, “What is God’s will for each of us?” (Make sure your students have a good understanding 
of sanctification: holiness, righteousness, set apart, process of becoming like Jesus.)  What does the writer mean “so 
that each of you know how to possess our own vessel”? Do you ever think about how your actions are “rejecting God”?

Matthew 5:8 – Say, “It’s good to talk about being pure in heart, but what does that really mean? What does ‘pure in 
heart’ look like? How could we act out being pure in heart at school? At home? On the job? With a friend?”

Psalms 24:3-6 – Ask, “Who does this passage say will receive blessing from the Lord? How does the Lord bless us?” 
(Talk to students about the things we often overlook: friends, family, health, a good job, a good home, etc)

Fire It Up!

Dig Into the Word



It is very possible that this Bible study (and the Holy Spirit) has caused some of your students to feel convicted con-
cerning their past. Be very sensitive to those you may sense are under conviction.

 Say, “Everyone makes mistakes. It’s good that God loves us and forgives those who repent of their sin and ask His forgiveness.” 
 
A good demonstration of our sin and God’s forgiveness can be shown in the following way. Take a small amount of 
red food coloring, and put it on a piece of white cloth (cotton works best). Explain to your students that when God 
forgives us, the sin is forgotten. As you say this, take the cloth and put a small amount of bleach on the cloth. The stain 
should just go away. (You might want to bring a small amount of water to rinse out the bleach.) Take the cloth and let 
each youth see the stain is gone. 
 
Say, “God desires our whole being to be pure. You can be pure and spotless from this day forward.”  

Lead students in prayer, thanking God for his forgiveness, his restoration power, and for the courage to stand for purity.
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Purity #2

Purity in Thought

You may want to read this background several times so you can share some of it with the 
students during the teaching time.

Socrates said, “To find yourself, think for yourself.”  Henry David Thoreau said, “To him 
whose elastic and vigorous thought keeps pace with the sun, the day is a perpetual 
morning.” 

These men are known for recording their thoughts. They are now remembered for 
ages because of them. They understand the true power of our thought life. Unfor-
tunately, most people underestimate the importance of our thoughts, even though 
they are a very important part of our daily lives. We do not make decisions without 
thinking, no matter how much we would like to believe we do. Everything in our lives 
essentially stems from our thoughts–even things of a sexual nature. 

In Colossians 3:1-11, Paul explains to the church at Colossae that Christ has raised 
their thoughts to a higher plane. Because he has set them free from their earthly 
nature, everything about their new lives must change to conform to Christ’s image, 
including their thoughts. We, as followers of Christ, are told that our new minds 
should resemble that of our Lord. He raised us up to be like Him, to even think like 
Him. We are expected to put to death the desires that so often permeate our earthly 
minds–thoughts of sexual immorality and selfishness. If we expect our actions to fol-
low God’s plan, our thoughts must do so first. 

1 Peter 1:13-16 says that our minds should prepare us for action in the real world. In 
other words our thoughts should always be able to guide us in our daily lives. When 
Peter was writing to the Christians living in Asia, he was equipping them with the 
strength and hope they needed in an overwhelmingly non-Christian world. He told 
them they needed to renew their minds with fresh thoughts from above, not dwell 
on things of this earth that do not matter. In our world today, there is a powerful 
sense of apathy among students about sex. Either students don’t know what they 
believe about God’s plan for their sex lives, or they simply don’t care. God knows that 
this secular weight is bearing down on believers, and He wants to set us free. 

When students grow old and look back at their teen and young adult years, do they 
want to say to themselves, “What was I thinking?!” Probably not. Knowing what we 
believe–based on what God teaches about sexual immorality–is the most important 
aspect of beginning a life of purity. When someone asks what students THINK about 
sex, they can feel safe in God’s Word. Since Christ has raised us up to His standards, 
pulling us out of the miry world, we are now able to think like Him and help others 
do so as well. Realize that sexual impurity directly affects our purity, but know also 
that God’s law protects us from immorality’s grasp. If students are aware of God’s plan 
for their sexual life and they’ve trained their thoughts to be like His, they have truly 
set their feet on the straight path towards purity.

Your students’ thought lives will have a profound effect on how God can use them 
today and in the future. God wants to use clean vessels. That cleanliness includes  
our thought lives.

Leader Prep

The world’s thoughts of sex 
are very different from God’s 
thoughts of sex. Students will 
begin to comprehend why 
their thoughts are vital in 
controlling lustful habits and 
tendencies, and how they can 
easily line up with God’s.

Colossians 3:1-4; 1 Peter 
1:13-16

Gordon Davidson is a con-
sultant in the Discipleship 
and Family Ministries Depart-
ment of the Georgia Baptist 
Convention and a member 
of Mountain Park First Baptist 
Church in Stone Mountain, Ga.
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Bring in magazines that are suited to your students’ real lives. For example, for 17-year-old girls, Teen Vogue or Seven-
teen would be fitting. For teenage boys, bring in Sports Illustrated or GQ. Have the students flip through the maga-
zines and tear out pages that demonstrates what the culture thinks about sex. When each student has a small pile of 
pictures and/or articles, have them go around and discuss what each piece conveys about this world’s take on sex. If 
someone tears out a picture of a girl laughing at the guy she just dumped, the student could observe that this por-
trayal assumes a person should always be one step ahead in a relationship–that love is a game and shouldn’t be taken 
seriously. Another example could be a picture of a young girl being consumed by makeup and outer appearances. 
Your student may remark that this image conveys a sense that discovering one’s identity through physical appearance 
is perfectly acceptable. Remember, focus the discussion on what these images and articles say about what our world 
thinks about sex.

Question students to find out where they stand when it comes to the very hefty difference between the world’s view 
of sex and God’s view. When do we begin to fall away from God’s plan for our sexual lives? When our thoughts stray 
from God’s teaching and lean more towards the world’s influence. Ask the students questions like, “If you could peek 
inside the mind of someone who only knows the world’s opinion of sex, what would you see?” Then ask, “Now think of 
the mind of someone who only believes God’s opinion and rules about sex. What do you see?”

Have them briefly and quietly (internally) place themselves on a scale of where they (and their thoughts) fall in be-
tween these two kinds of people. 

Now that they have an idea of where they fall, look into the Word to see what God says about sexual thoughts. 

After all aspects of this lesson have been considered, students may want to look over their recorded responses to see 
what progress they have made in cleaning their thoughts in just the short amount of time they’ve been in the class-
room. Because this growth is especially helpful, teachers are strongly encouraged to have the students write their 
thoughts for this portion of the lesson. These records can serve as a take-home reminder that God’s plan is better than 
the world’s. 
 
Read Colossians 3:1-11. Ask questions like: 

Do your thoughts line up with your actions? •	
 If you say you don’t believe in earthly and immoral sexual desires, would someone believe that if they could peek •	
inside your head?
 How easy is it for you to begin thinking like God instead of thinking like yourself? •	

Have the students record their answers.

Now read 1 Peter 1:13-16. Ask students these questions: “What things occupy your thoughts that you know are earthly 
and silly?” “What plans do you think God has in His promise to renew your mind with pure thoughts?” Have them 
record their answers.

Tell the students, “Part of getting ‘your minds ready for action’ as Peter tells us in verse 13 is being prepared to share 
the good news about Jesus. Ask the students how their thought life impacts their ability to tell others about Jesus.”

You may end the lesson by asking the students to close their eyes and think about the future. Tell them to picture 
themselves on a big, comfy porch swing. Ask them to imagine themselves reflecting upon their current thought life 

The Evidence

Make it Personal



and asking themselves, “What was I thinking?” What would their response be? Would they feel satisfied they were 
obeying God’s plan for their thought life or would they have to admit they were following the world’s pattern?

Remind the students that keeping their thoughts pure is a crucial part of letting God use them to reach their friends 
for Christ. Say, “When our thoughts consistently focus on impure matters, we build a wall between us and God. When 
we’re not listening to the Holy Spirit, He can’t use us.” Encourage the students to get their thought life under control 
not just for their own spiritual well being but because God wants to use them to tell others about Him.

Have your students write down Psalm 19:8 on an index card. Encourage them to work on committing the verse to 
memory. Until they memorize the verse, ask them to keep the card on them at all times. When they are challenged 
with impure thoughts have them spend some time reflecting upon the verse. The verse should remind your students 
about the beauty and purity of what God has taught in His Word. Pray with the students, asking God to help them 
keep their thoughts on godly matters.

After your prayer, remind the students that they should support one another in their commitment to keep their 
thoughts pure. Encourage the students to pray for one another in this effort. Tell them that they leave the class today 
changed by God’s powerful Word and are ready to face the coming challenges of the God they serve!
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 I’m Totally Reading Your Mind!



Purity #3

Why?

In the Romans passage, Paul explains the moral standards to which we are 
held as Christians. In listing all the ways the Romans were punished for dis-
obeying God’s commands, we can clearly see the activities to abstain from in 
order to live purely. Often, when we tell our children, “Because I said so,” they 
want more of a reason for why they can or cannot do something. When God 
gives an answer, though, we don’t need a further explanation. His Word alone 
is reason enough for His followers to obey His commands. With this premise 
to the lesson, your students should find it rather easy to understand why 
God’s plan provides them with a choice, and why the motivation behind the 
decision is just as important as the decision itself. The people of the Roman 
church to whom Paul addressed his letter had completely forgotten their 
identities. They began to find themselves within their depravity. If students 
can learn early who they are in Christ, they will be less likely to forget the 
many reasons God gives us to remain pure.

Also, since this lesson is focused on the reason for being pure, or the mo-
tive, prodding students to discover their motives for doing (or not doing) 
something is encouraged. The opening activity should help you see what this 
could look like. So often, students do not learn the motives behind their ac-
tions, which can stem from their parents’ teaching, peer pressure, or a num-
ber of other factors. If we are not painting a picture of doing things for the 
right reasons, the students are likely to get confused or decide that they will 
make the right decision but for the wrong reason. Aim to not just help the 
students act purely but to have the right motives behind their actions as well.

Leader Prep

Students will discover that 
God’s will is the most reliable 
reason to be sexually pure.

Romans 1:21-32; 1 Corinthians 
6:12-17; Matthew 5:8

Gordon Davidson is a con-
sultant in the Discipleship 
and Family Ministries Depart-
ment of the Georgia Baptist 
Convention and a member 
of Mountain Park First Baptist 
Church in Stone Mountain, Ga.
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Make a template for each student on paper. It should look something like this: 

WAKE UP AT _____

WHAT NEXT?
(leave lots of space for their lists)

(skip to the end of the page)
GO TO SLEEP AT _____

In the blank portion of the page, have the students list everything they will do the next day from the moment they 
wake up to the moment they fall asleep that night. This could get silly. They could even include bathroom breaks, “tell 
a joke to my friend Amber,” or other crazy comments. After they have all composed their daily schedule, have them go 
through and write why they do what they do. Guide them along so they begin to see that even the most ridiculous 
things have reasons. If he or she “told a joke to their friend Amber,” was it because they wanted Amber to appreciate 
their friendship? Was it because they wanted to make her laugh so she would give them a piece of gum? Was it be-
cause they were getting on Amber’s good side so she wouldn’t steal their lunch money that day? The students prob-
ably don’t think this way often. The portion of their lives that are uncontrolled by parents or teachers are often open to 
such tests of integrity, and this exercise is designed to promote a healthy balance of good and bad reasons why.

Have the students read the Romans passage together or aloud. This passage is good to open because it ends with 
such a blunt statement of why God gives us rules and limitations. Drive the point home that since God created us, He 
does indeed know what is good for us. This is a huge part of the reason why he gave us rules. Also, if your students 
have any questions about the words used in this passage or why God punished the members of the Roman church, 
use this time to address those concerns. Point out that God only reverted to punishment after He had given His people 
plenty of chances to repent and change their ways. God ended up giving his people over to sin. Reveal to the students 
that this can happen, even to those who profess to love God but do not live according to His law. This message can 
sound a little scary so make sure to reveal the good in God’s decision to punish the people of Rome so your students 
know that God does not do anything without conveying His message.

Read the 1 Corinthians passage aloud with your students. This is a very difficult passage to understand. Make sure 
the students see that their bodies are not their own if they have been united with Christ. If this is true, then they need 
no other reason for making Christlike decisions. Explain the grave importance of this truth. Discuss other reasons for 
following God’s commands and maybe even throw around some “bad” reasons for following God. If students seem 
receptive to being a little candid, have them share some reasons in the past that concern their motives behind their 
decisions. These don’t have to be negative. They can be positive, such as: “The other day, I took out the trash in the 
house because my mom stayed at home sick, and I knew she wouldn’t want to do that. I really wanted to show my 
mom that I care about her and that is really why I took the trash out.”

In Matthew 5:8, Jesus says the pure of heart will see God. Say, “What a great motivation that is to obey God.” Often, the 
benefits of pure living are not seen in this lifetime. While blessings should not be the only reason for what we do, God 
does often use the promise of His blessings as incentive to follow Him. It’s important to remember that the ultimate 
reward for purity is the presence of God in our lives today. That’s something we should all want.

Gimme Just One Good Reason

Because HE Said So…



Also, remind the students that their motives matter in their efforts to reach their friends and family with the good 
news about Jesus. It’s easy to share our faith for the wrong reasons–like wanting to please our parents or rack up 
“brownie points” at church. Your lost friends and family members can tell when you’re sharing the gospel for the 
wrong reasons. Instead, we need to let the love of God motivate us to share Christ. If we love others as Jesus does, we’ll 
want them to know their creator and receive the new life in Christ that we have.

Come equipped with blank “Thank-You” cards. Pass them out–one for each student. Give the students a homework as-
signment. Tell them to find a quiet moment later and concentrate on someone in their life who is due for some serious 
thanks. You might also encourage them to particularly think of someone they need to thank who may not be a follow-
er of Jesus. Encourage them to write a sincere thank-you card to that person. Tell your students that thank-you notes 
can easily be half-hearted and forgotten after the envelope is sealed. This should not happen, though, with this assign-
ment. Tell them that the main reason for writing this thank-you note is to spread love to those who may be lacking it 
lately. The card should come from pure motives and a pure heart for Christ and His people. If the person to whom they 
are writing is a non-Christian, encourage them to ask God for an opportunity to share Christ with him or her.

Warn them against “empty love,” and make sure they understand that genuine love is the only kind God accepts. Lead 
the students in a prayer thanking God for being genuine in His love for us and have a moment of silence to prepare 
the students to embark on a world that is not near as sincere as it should be. Ask God to challenge them to make deci-
sions for pure reasons as they leave.
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Purity #4

Purity in Action

Purity in action reaches far beyond just sexual purity. It often reflects what’s 
going on in a student’s heart. Students are constantly looking for approval 
and will seek to find that approval by doing just about anything. Those 
students who know better know so because of Christ. When we have found 
ourselves in Him, He shows us a purpose that is better than anything the 
world can offer. The problem is, so many miss that promise and forget just 
how much better it is–better than being student council president, captain of 
the cheerleading squad, the best track runner, etc. 

Once your students understand this promise, they need direction as to how 
to live according to God’s value system. If your students seem frustrated by 
the implications of God’s promise, as they might when they hear the word 
“rule” or “restraint,” make sure they understand that there is no freedom 
without restraint. Unless we learn to restrain ourselves in certain areas, we 
are slavishly subject to the impure impulses of our mind and body. That’s not 
freedom; it’s bondage. Many of your students are just now being given cer-
tain freedoms that they have longed for –the ability to drive themselves plac-
es, the privilege to date, and jobs that provide them with spending money. To 
place that newly found freedom under the authority of God can be difficult. 
Help them see that the discipline God’s Word brings into our lives when we 
obey it helps us find real and lasting freedom from ungodly impulses.

The Greek word often translated as immorality means “all kinds of illicit or 
unnatural sexual indulgence.” Your students may not really know what this 
means in context to their own lives. You can explain that this lesson is to 
remove any doubt that living a Godly life is a great way to remove sexual 
impurity from their lives, even if they really don’t completely understand 
impurity. Remember that some things will just come with age, but they need 
to have a background in resisting ungodly living in order to recognize these 
things down the road. 

Leader Prep

Students will discover 
how to live a life of purity. 
Students will learn how to 
make decisions that may 
not be easy, but will be well 
worthwhile.

2 Timothy 2:20-26; Galatians 
5:16-21; Galatians 5:22-26

Gordon Davidson is a con-
sultant in the Discipleship 
and Family Ministries Depart-
ment of the Georgia Baptist 
Convention and a member 
of Mountain Park First Baptist 
Church in Stone Mountain, Ga.
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Hi-Speed Missions Purity in Action2

On separate sheets of paper, have the students list five major rules around their house that basically govern the way 
they act at home. Have them say which are hardest to follow. There may be some agreement among students, which is 
encouraged. Now, have each student pair up with a person of the same gender. Have them list rules for sexual purity, 
both in their personal lives and when they are in a relationship. Keep in mind that they have not even been exposed 
to the Scripture for the day yet, so this may not be so easy. Also, if you notice that the students are only skimming the 
surface, prod them to be more specific even though it may be embarrassing at first. After they all have their lists say, 
“We’re about to find out just how close you came to God’s lists for you.”

Have students divide themselves into two groups on different sides of the room. Make sure there is a Bible on each 
group’s side. Have one group read the first Galatians passage (5:16-21) and make sure the list of “works of the flesh” 
provided in the verses is clearly understood. Have the other group read the second Galatians passage (5:22-26) and 
make a list of “fruits of the Spirit.” Have both groups write down the list of attributes contained in their section. Explain 
any words or concepts they do not understand. 

Also explain that the lists of “works of the flesh” and “fruits of the Spirit” represent two potential ways we can live. When 
we live by our own strength and power, the “works of the flesh” will be present in our lives and impurity will run ram-
pant. When we allow the Holy Spirit to work through us, “the fruits of the Spirit” will be present. Remind the students 
that we allow the Holy Spirit to work through us when we continually surrender living our way and consciously choose 
to live God’s way. 

Have each group talk about the attributes in their section. After the first group shares the “works of the flesh,” ask, “Do 
any of these characteristics describe you?” Explain that they all can describe times when, instead of living by the Spirit, 
we live for ourselves. Have the students ask any question under the presumption that all questions are good, and the 
discussion is safe.

Then have the other group discuss the “fruits of the Spirit.” Have the students compare the list of their personal purity 
rules they wrote down during the Introductory Activity. Ask, “How do your rules correspond with the ‘fruits of the Spir-
it.’” Point out that these characteristics are crucial parts of any attempt to remain pure. We must show self-discipline 
and do what God wants us to do. Putting others before oneself (showing love) is a crucial part of remaining pure. We 
need to allow the Holy Spirit to build these characteristics into our lives by letting God rule over our lives.

Ask the students to turn to 2 Timothy 2:20-26 and have someone read the passage. Paul tells us in this passage that 
one benefit of pure living is that it allows God to use them and be “a special instrument, set apart, useful to the master, 
prepared for every good work.”  Living a life of purity helps us to be witnesses for Christ among our family and friends. 
The attributes described in Galatians 5:22-26, the “fruits of the Spirit,” will point others toward Christ when they be-
come present in our lives.

Since this lesson is about what will happen when the students leave the classroom or meeting area, they should have 
something to take with them that will help remind them of their quest for purity. Bring some sticky magnetic strips, 
construction paper, and clear packing tape with you for this lesson. Have the students write the word “purity” on little 
pieces of construction paper. When each one finishes writing, cut the packing tape so it neatly fits over the piece of 
paper on one side.

A…Declaration!

Don’t Do This. Do This.

Stick to it!



Do this to the other side too (this is a makeshift lamination job). Place the magnetic strip, cut to size, on the back of 
the strip of paper, now covered with packing tape. Each student will have a personalized magnet symbolizing their 
promise to live pure lives. 
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Sexuality #1 

Guys and Dolls

In the book of Genesis (1:26-31), the writer tells us how God created humanity (both 
male and female) to reflect His image and likeness. The creation of human beings is 
a major issue in today’s culture. Every year stories ranging from test-tube babies to 
cloning surface in newspapers, magazines, and television specials. As a result, many 
students are wondering why they were born and what their purpose is in life. Being 
created in God’s image means a person can relate to God in a way unlike the rest of 
creation. Being created in the image of God, humanity can respond to Him in rational, 
emotional, and spiritual ways. This lesson will guide students to understand that God 
values them as individuals created by Him for a purpose. Students will learn that God 
considers them His most precious creation.

According to this lesson’s focal passages, both men and women have unique roles to 
play within the home and within society at large. Helping youth understand what it 
means to be a godly man or godly woman is crucial to them being able to live out the 
Great Commission. When we truly live out our unique biblical roles, we point others to 
the One who made us both “male and female,” as the writer of Genesis tells us. Remind 
them that, according to God’s Word, Christians are called to be holy or set apart from 
the world (I Peter 1:16). In a world where gender confusion is prevalent, learning to be 
the godly man or woman that God desires is a vital part of holiness.

In Ephesians 5, Paul lays out the crucial role that God has given to men. He is, as Paul 
states, the spiritual head of the family. He is to love his wife as Christ loved the church. 
Notice that God’s call to leadership for men isn’t a call to power but a call to service, 
a call to love sacrificially. Learning to put the needs of others before themselves is 
something the young men you lead should be working on even now. In Ephesians 5:29 
Paul tells the church in Ephesus that men show sacrificial love by providing and caring 
for their wives as they would their own bodies. In a world where absentee fathers and 
distant husbands are the norm and not the exception, when a man lovingly and sacrifi-
cially lives out his leadership role in the family, it’s a powerful witness to the transform-
ing work of Christ.

Genesis 2:18-31 highlights the creation of Eve from the rib of Adam. God was clear 
about the reason He created Eve. She was to be a “helper” for Adam. Calling Eve a 
helper did not mean she had less value than Adam or that women have less value than 
men. In fact the same Hebrew word that is used here for “helper” often describes God 
Himself (Exodus 18:4, Psalm 33:20, Psalm 70:5). God has given women the unique role 
of helpmate. Men need women as helpmates. 

In Titus 2:4-5 Paul provides more detail about the unique role of women. He urges older 
women to mentor younger ones “to love their husbands and children, to be sensible, 
pure, good homemakers, and submissive to their husbands.” Paul tells Titus in the pas-
sage that when women learn to live out this kind of description, they don’t stand in 
the way of the gospel. In other words, when we live out our biblical roles, it speaks 
highly of our Lord. That is as true today as it was 20 centuries ago.

Leader Prep

This lesson will lead youth 
to identify their unique 
roles as males and females 
in the image of God.

Genesis 1:26-31; 2:18-25; 
Ephesians 5:22-33;  
Titus 2:4-5

Teaching Aims

Bible Verses

Writer
Dewayne Ulmer is an assistant 
professor of student ministry 
and leadership at Dallas Baptist 
University and a member of 
First Baptist Church of Dallas, 
Texas.
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Before the session gather two backpacks. In one backpack, place items that a typical teenage girl might have in her 
school backpack (makeup, jewelry, pink cell phone, school books, etc.). In the other backpack place items that one 
might find in a typical teenage guy’s school backpack. As the students enter, direct the girls to an area where the guy’s 
backpack is located, and direct the guys to an area where the girl’s backpack is located. Instruct the students to iden-
tify the contents of the backpack and determine whether it might be a backpack of a guy or girl. On a large sheet of 
paper, direct the students to make a list of things that characterize that particular gender’s nature based on the items 
in the backpack or any other items that might be found in a backpack of a guy or girl. 

After a few minutes, call on volunteers to share their lists with the group. Then direct the students to jot down the 
characteristics of the opposite sex that would be distinct. Point out that today’s lesson will help students identify the 
unique aspects of males and females as a part of God’s crowning creation–human beings. Also, remind the students 
that as they live out their biblical gender identity, they will point people to their Creator.

Keep the students in the guys/girls teams set up in the previous activity and give each team a sheet of paper. Assign all 
the students to read Genesis 1:26-31. Then ask the guys team to read Genesis 2:18-25 and Titus 2:4-5, and ask the girls 
to read Ephesians 5:22-33. Explain that each team is to write a song or a poem based on the Scripture they have been 
assigned. Encourage each team that writes a song to write it to a familiar tune.

Allow each team to work for several minutes and then call on the teams to share their songs or poems. After both 
teams have shared their work, highlight the significant aspects of being created in the image of God, the purpose of 
two genders, and the responsibilities both genders have in managing the rest of creation and interacting with one an-
other. Be sure both reiterate the biblical gender roles within these core passages. Make sure the students understand 
the dual male roles of leader and provider and the female roles of helpmate and caregiver.

Before the lesson, gather several different items that have distinct labels, such as a pair of jeans, a shirt, perfume, etc. 
Display the items on a focal table. Ask: What does each of these items have in common? (They all have labels). What 
label has God given us based on the passages of Scripture you have just read? Distribute markers and 3 x 5 index 
cards. 

Divide the students into same-gender pairs and instruct them to design a label that would show how God created 
them as males or females in His image. After a few minutes, call on the pairs to share their labels. Ask: How does it 
make you feel to know that the Creator of the universe has created you uniquely, as a male or female, and given 
you the job of managing the rest of creation and relating to the other gender? Challenge the students to write 
a covenant with their Creator for being either a godly man or woman. Challenge them to polish this covenant over 
the next few weeks and carry it with them to remind them of how special they are as God’s crowning creation and to 
remind them of their responsibilities as the crowning creation to the rest of the creation and to the other gender.

Be sure to remind the students that their decisions to live out their appropriate gender roles reflect their relationship 
with the One who gave them those roles. Help them see the connection between living out appropriate gender roles 
and their witness to the world.

Gender Baggage

Designer Gene Label

Gender Jobs
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Sexuality #2 

Christian Men of Honor  
and Women of Duty

As Christians, developing discipline in our daily walks is a significant respon-
sibility and crucial to our success as a disciple and a witness. No one can taste 
success or experience life above the level of mediocrity without applying 
discipline to their lives. Discipline means keeping to the task at hand without 
getting sidetracked, even if the task is unpleasant. Discipline is also training 
that develops self-control and character. 

Few areas are more important to discipline than our sexuality. The Bible teach-
es us that sex is completely reserved for marriage. Your youth are being con-
stantly barraged with media and peer messages that teach a different sexual 
morality. Sexual promiscuity, pornography, and immodest dress surround 
today’s teenagers. If youth obey the messages they receive from the culture 
and give into sexual temptation, they may limit possible ministry opportuni-
ties later on. Your students may make choices this weekend that could forever 
inhibit opportunities for future missionary service.  

In this lesson you’ll want to point students to 1 Corinthians 9:24-27 as crucial 
wisdom in the area of discipline. In the chapter Paul is sharing with readers 
a whole host of ways he has disciplined himself in order to share the gospel 
more effectively. In 1 Corinthians 9:24-27, he compares the Christian life to a 
race and urges believers to discipline their bodies much like a runner does as 
he prepares for a big race. 

Many of today’s youth need to be reminded not to “run like one who runs 
aimlessly,” particularly when it comes to sexual behavior. God has a purpose 
for your students; he wants to use them to take the good news about Jesus to 
their community and all corners of the globe. Therefore, they must learn to, 
as Paul says in this passage, discipline their bodies and bring it under “strict 
control.”

Leader Prep

This lesson will lead students 
to identify and understand 
the disciplines Peter mentions 
to help them become godly 
men and women and imple-
ment these disciplines in their 
own lives.

1 Peter 3:1-17; 1 Corinthians 
9:24-27

Teaching Aims

Bible Verses

Writer
Dewayne Ulmer is an assistant 
professor of student ministry 
and leadership at Dallas Baptist 
University and a member of 
First Baptist Church of Dallas, 
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Divide the students into a group for girls and another for guys. Give each group a large sheet of paper and markers and 
direct them to jot down ways in which their peers do not show discipline when it comes to their relations with the opposite 
sex. Have the girls talk about their female peers and boys talk about male peers. After a few minutes, call on spokesper-
sons from each group to share their lists. Make sure the groups mention promiscuity, pornography, and immodest dress 
among their answers. Then direct each group to write a definition of discipline on their sheets. After a few minutes call for 
volunteers to share their definitions. Then ask the teams to brainstorm some consequences of not being disciplined when it 
comes to their sexuality. After a few minutes, let both groups share their answers. 

Keep the students in the guys/girls teams set up in the previous activity and give each team a sheet of paper. Assign all the 
students to read Genesis 1:26-31. Then ask the guys team to read Genesis 2:18-25 and Titus 2:4-5, and ask the girls to read 
Ephesians 5:22-33. Explain that each team is to write a song or a poem based on the Scripture they have been assigned. 
Encourage each team that writes a song to write it to a familiar tune.

Keep the same groups established in the first activity. Instruct the students to turn in their Bibles to 1 Corinthians 9:24-27. 
Ask one of the students to read the passage aloud. Ask students if any of them have ever taken part in a competitive run-
ning race–either in gym class or in some sort of track meet. Then ask any student who has participated in such a race what 
they focused upon as they ran. Expect a variety of responses, but stop the discussion when someone mentions “the goal” or 
“the finish line.” Remind the students that God has given us a goal as well. He wants us to tell others about Him. We need to 
live all of our lives in light of that goal. Then point out verse 27 and Paul’s admission that he disciplines his body to reach this 
goal. Ask the students how sex before marriage, pornography, and immodesty can derail us from this goal. 

Print the following questions on a sheet of butcher paper ahead of time and display them in front of the whole group. Allow 
the students to answer the questions below. Encourage the students to be as specific as possible.

What does it mean to “discipline our body” in relation to:
How we dress?•	
What we watch on television?•	
What Web sites we visit?•	
What we talk about with our friends?•	
How far we go physically with a boyfriend or girlfriend?•	

Guide the discussion. Where biblical absolutes are clear (no sex before marriage, avoid pornography) guide the discussion 
to those ends. In other areas encourage them to keep their eyes on God’s main intent for their lives–sharing the good news 
about Jesus. Help them see how discipline in their sexuality will help them do that more effectively now and throughout 
their lives. Talk about specific boundaries they can place in their lives that’ll help them remain disciplined in these areas.

Be very sensitive to whether any of the youth may want to talk with you or another leader after the session. Encourage them 
to open up to an adult they trust about any issue discussed in this lesson with which they may be struggling.

Lead the students to think about their own lives and the discipline they may lack in sexual issues. Then instruct them write 
themselves a letter as if they were Jesus and challenge themselves to be disciplined through the tough times. 

The Gender Divide

Chase the Goal
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Sexuality #3

Walking the Fine Line  
Between Love and Lust

The world would have us think that sex outside of marriage is a natural and 
normal part of growing up. Statistics show us that more than half of all stu-
dents will have sex before they graduate from high school. These numbers 
climb higher each day. Sexual promiscuity has become a natural part of our 
culture, and Satan has wielded this as his most powerful weapon in the attack 
upon Christian purity. In spite of the alarming statistics, teenagers need to 
know that a large number of their peers are saying no to sex before marriage. It 
can be done.

The Christian faith, by its very nature, calls for a conduct that is pure and holy, 
especially as it relates to sexual activity before marriage. A life set apart for 
holiness cannot be a part of unholy activity. It is unnatural. The church at Thes-
salonica seemed to be a fairly strong church. It may seem strange that Paul 
included a passage on sexual purity in a letter to a healthy church. Yet there 
had apparently been a large number of new converts added to the church 
since Paul’s abrupt departure after his brief stay. Most of these new Christians 
of Thessalonica came from pagan backgrounds and a cultural and social setting 
where sexual purity was basically nonexistent.

Thessalonica was an active and thriving seaport city in the Thermaic Gulf. 
Because of its location, it was an important trade and communication center 
located at the crossroads of the Egnatian Way and the road north to Danube. 
The city housed at least a remnant of almost every pagan religion and cult af-
filiation known at that time. Much of the religious rituals and worship included 
the use of temple prostitutes. The first thing a Gentile convert would have to 
confront, especially in that society, was the issue of his or her sexual conduct. 
These new Christians not only had to deal with it in their lives but also were still 
living in the midst of the other cultural influences as well. Paul wanted to make 
sure they understood the proper Christian conduct. His message is extremely 
relevant to students in our culture today.

Leader Prep

This lesson will lead students 
to establish biblical guidelines 
for purity.

1 Thessalonians 4:1-8

Teaching Aims

Bible Verses

Writer
Dewayne Ulmer is an assistant 
professor of student ministry 
and leadership at Dallas Baptist 
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Call for two volunteers to respond to each of the following situations and explain their answers. Ask one student to 
respond as if he or she is a non-Christian and the other to respond as if he or she is a committed Christian. Encourage 
them to be as realistic in their response as possible.
 
  (Girl)  A good-looking guy has just asked you to come over to his house this weekend for a private party for 

the two of you. He has a reputation for using girls for sexual reasons. You are very interested in this guy and 
feel pretty secure about your ability to be self-controlled. Your friends are encouraging you to “go for it.” What 
do you say to him and what will you do?

  (Guy)  You have been dating a girl for about eight months. Things have progressed rather rapidly in the rela-
tionship. You are very attracted to her physically, and she apparently is to you as well. Last night you got very 
involved physically. Although you didn’t have sex, you came about as close as possible without having it. You 
are feeling a little weird and she is obviously uncomfortable on your date tonight. She asks:  “What are you 
thinking?” What are you going to say to her?

  (Guy or girl) Your best friend has just come to you and is very upset. He or she has had a boyfriend or girlfriend 
for several months and you know they have been getting very physical in their relationship. They tell you that 
last night, they got carried away and had sex. How are you going to counsel your friend?

 
  (Guy or girl)  You have a group of about four or five friends, boys and girls, who you are very close to. You have 

grown up together and continue to do a lot of activities together. A little more than a year ago, you started 
to get romantically involved with one of the other students in the close circle of friends. Your relationship has 
progressed to the point where you are doing some heavy petting (sexual contact). You are both at a point 
where you want to break up but don’t know how. In fact, you both are somewhat hostile toward each other. 
Everyone in your group is really uncomfortable. Tension is high, and your friends are trying not to take sides. 
Your close circle of friends is in jeopardy of dispersing. What are you going to do or say?

At the conclusion of the activity, ask: “Are there any of the previous situations where a Christian might respond as 
if they were a non-Christian? Why? What are their options after they respond incorrectly?” Point that this lesson is 
designed to challenge them to develop a lifestyle of purity as they depend on God’s power in their relationships with 
others. Remind the students that how they deal with sexual temptations will impact their ability to share Christ with 
their friends and could be a barrier to future ministry and missionary service.

Distribute paper and pencils/pens to the students. Suggest they imagine that a younger or less mature student has 
asked them for some advice in the area of sexual conduct. Instruct them to use the key passage of the lesson to write 
the less mature student an advice letter with some guidelines for their sexual conduct. Encourage them to use actual 
verses in their letters. After a few minutes, call on volunteers to share their responses. Read 1 Thessalonians 4: 1-8 and 
share with the students some of the background material you learned about Thessalonica and the pagan sexual prac-
tices that were a part of the city’s culture. Point out that these new believers in Thessalonica were urged to “abstain 
from sexual immorality” and “posses his own body in sanctification and honor.” Ask the students, “What does it mean 
to live out those two commands as a teenager today?” Allow discussion. Ask, “How does giving in to sexual immorality 
impact your ability to tell your friends about Jesus?” 

What Would You Do?

Purity Passed Down



Distribute markers and construction paper or various sheets of colored paper, including white, to four teams. Point out 
that sexual conduct can be compared to driving down the highway. Some drivers obey all the laws and are safe driv-
ers. Others race down the road, ignore all traffic signs, don’t consider other drivers, and take unnecessary risks. Instruct 
each team to design several traffic signs that warn or offer guidance to students who may be struggling with sex. After 
a few minutes, call for a representative from each team to share their work.

Pass out index cards to the students. Encourage the students to write either a prayer of repentance or a prayer of com-
mitment concerning their sex lives on cards. Be sure to remind them that God is a God of grace and forgiveness and 
He will help students honor commitments to purity from this point forward.

Hi-Speed Missions Walking the Fine Line Between Love and Lust3

The Pursuit of Purity

Provided by the Mission Education Team of the North American Mission Board.
© Copyright 2009, North American Mission Board, SBC. All rights reserved. Southern Baptist churches have permission to photocopy lesson for church use only. Please send all inquiries to NAMB Mission Education 
Content Development, 4200 North Point Pkwy., Alpharetta, GA 30022 or e-mail missionedu@namb.net.  Not intended for sale.

Unless otherwise noted, Scripture quotations have been taken from the Holman Christian Standard Bible®, Copyright © 1999, 2000, 2002, 2003 by Holman Bible Publishers. Used by permission.



Sexuality #4 

Reaching homosexuals  
with the gospel

Students today are constantly being told that homosexuality is an acceptable, 
alternative lifestyle. The homosexual issue has become one of the most contro-
versial ethical issues in American society, with gay-rights activists aggressively 
pursuing an agenda that troubles many professing Christians. From the media 
to their schools, students are being taught to tolerate and accept a lifestyle 
of sin that goes against the Word of God. Some states are even trying to pass 
laws that legalize marriage between two same-sex adults. It is important that 
students grasp an understanding of what God’s Word has to say about homo-
sexuality. This lesson is designed to help them to do that. Students will learn 
that homosexuality is detestable in the sight of God and that a believer has a 
responsibility to stand up for and live out what the Bible says about this topic. 
The passage in Romans shows that God considers homosexual behavior to be 
sinful. It is one of many sinful practices condemned by Scriptures.

All throughout the Bible, God presents a two-fold message to sinful people. 
God first denounces sin and declares impending judgment. Then God offers 
sinners the opportunity to repent and escape the wrath to come. This two-fold 
message represents God’s essential character. Though God cannot tolerate or 
overlook homosexuality, He does offer forgiveness and deliverance for those 
who repent and abandon their sinful lifestyles. When taking a stand, not only 
against the sinful homosexual lifestyle but all sinful lifestyles, it is important for 
students also to offer the love and grace of Jesus Christ to people struggling 
with this sin. Through God’s free offer of grace through what Jesus did on the 
cross, those struggling with homosexuality can have a fresh start on their rela-
tionship with God and find true and lasting freedom from their sin.

Leader Prep

The students lead students  
to take a stand on the  
sinfulness of homosexuality 
but also to respond in love  
to peers and family members 
who are struggling with  
homosexuality.

Romans 1:18-28; Ephesians 
4:17-24

Teaching Aims

Bible Verses

Writer
Dewayne Ulmer is an assistant 
professor of student ministry 
and leadership at Dallas Baptist 
University and a member of 
First Baptist Church of Dallas, 
Texas.



Hi-Speed Missions Reaching homosexuals with the gospel2

As the students arrive, direct them to divide into four teams. Provide large sheets of paper and markers. Direct groups 
to work together to answer the question, “How is homosexuality being portrayed as morally acceptable?” Instruct 
groups to be specific. After three or four minutes, invite the teams to share their results. Point out that in our society 
today, we are given a lot of information about homosexuality. We are taught that it’s an acceptable lifestyle, and we 
should tolerate the behavior among other people.
 
During the week, prepare a four-way tug-of-war rope. (The easiest way to do this is to tie two long ropes together in 
the center to make a large X.) Set cones up in a small square to indicate when a team has won. Tie a flag at the center 
of the four ropes, and mark a square game area. Measure 24 inches from the center toward each side of the square, 
and place another mark. A team must move the flag over this line in order to win. When the four groups of students 
have completed their large sheet of paper and you have reminded them of cultural statements about homosexuality, 
direct the teams to the four corners of the tug-of-war, and allow them to play three or four rounds of the game. After 
they have finished say: “There are a lot of people who struggle with sinful lifestyles, such as homosexuality. But just like 
any other sin, forgiveness and victory can only come from knowing Christ.”

Divide the students into seven teams. Provide each team a large sheet of paper, markers, and one of these assignments: 
 
Team 1. —Read Romans 1:18-20. Compile a list of things that are wrong (sin), according to God’s nature. Compile a list 
of things that are clearly right, according to His nature . Compare and contrast the two lists and be ready to share your 
results with the rest of the class. 
 
Team 2. —Read Romans 1:21-23. Compile a list of ways that our society has lost the ability to see God. Be ready to 
share your list with the rest of the class. 
 
Team 3. —Read Romans 1:24-25. Compile a list of similarities between our society and the one described in Romans. 
Be ready to share your answers with the rest of the class.
 
Team 4. —Read Romans 1:26-28. Compile a list of ways that we, as Christians, are to stand up for the truth. Be ready to 
share your results with the rest of the class. 
 
Team 5. —Read Ephesians 4:17-19. Compile a list of things you can say to a friend who has just announced he or she is 
gay. Be ready to share your results with the rest of the class. 
 
Team 6. —Read Ephesians 4:20-21. Compile a list of ways you would explain God’s truth to a friend who has an-
nounced he or she is gay. Be ready to share your list with the rest of the class. 
 
Team 7. —Read Ephesians 4:22-24. Compile a list of things you would share with a friend in your youth group who has 
just announced he or she is gay but still wants to follow Christ. Be ready to share your work with the rest of the class. 
 
When teams have completed their assignments, call on a volunteer from each team to share their responses.

The Cultural Battle for Sexual Orientation

What the Bible Says



Distribute 3x5 index cards to each student. Instruct the students to write 1 Corinthians 10:13 on their cards. Lead the 
students to discuss how this verse can be an encouragement to a homosexual who wants to leave the homosexual 
lifestyle. Encourage the students to write the name or initials of a person who they know struggles with homosexuality 
or are simply struggling with sin. Challenge the students to place their cards where they will see them during the up-
coming week. As they see the card during the week, encourage them to pray for their friends and for God to give them 
the opportunity to share God’s love and forgiveness with them. Lead the students in a time of prayer for them to be 
able to stand up and share God’s truth. Pray also for the students to seek to minister effectively to the students whose 
names they have jotted down on their cards.

Hi-Speed Missions Reaching homosexuals with the gospel3
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Siblings #1

Love Makes All The  
Difference in Family

The spiritual battle for the home is raging like never before. Signs of the 
attack are as evident as the casualties left in its wake.  Divorce, child abuse, 
runaways, jobless parents, and abandonment are a few of the more dramatic 
signs that have been on the increase over the last few years.  Since the family 
was the first institution created by God, we know of its importance to Him.  
Christians need to reclaim the institution of the family for the kingdom of 
God and teenagers can have a major role in the reclaiming process. Drastic 
situations call for drastic measures and Scripture reveals that love is the ele-
ment that can make the difference.  

If teenagers can be taught to love sincerely and to do their part to encourage 
and minister to their families, the impact will be evident in the home.  If just a 
few would stand up and decide they are going to make a difference, then the 
priority of the family can once again be lifted to its proper place in society. 
These verses show that love is to be the guiding principle in the Christian’s 
life.  Though Paul mentions many Christian duties and responsibilities, love is 
the core that runs throughout them all.  We will take special consideration in 
how these can apply to a teenager’s role in the family.

Leader Prep

This lesson will lead youth to 
identify biblical principles for 
healthy family relationships 
and develop a personal plan 
to strengthen their families.

Romans 12:9-18

Teaching Aims

Bible Verses

Writer
Dewayne Ulmer is an assistant 
professor of student ministry 
and leadership at Dallas Baptist 
University and a member of 
First Baptist Church of Dallas, 
Texas.
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Divide the students into two groups and play two rounds of the game Outburst®.  Allow a team captain to choose one of four 
categories on which you have written 10 items: Biblical Husband and Wife Couples (example: Abraham & Sarah, Isaac & Rebecca, 
Joseph & Mary, etc.); Television Families (example: The Keatons, The Huxtables, The Bundees, The Bradys, etc.); Family Conflicts 
(example: divorce, child abuse, responsibilities, etc.); and Things Families Do Together (example: picnics, vacations, pray, watch 
TV, etc.).  After a team captain has chosen a category, allow the team one minute to call out as many examples from the category 
as quick as they can.  When a team member calls out an item that is on the list, cross it off.  At the end of one minute, add up the 
number of examples they called out that were on the list.  Then allow the other team captain to choose a card.  At the end of the 
second round, discuss what this game says about families.

Divide the students into groups of two or three and direct them to read the key passage of Scripture.  Challenge them to work 
with their group members to find as many guidelines for families as they can within the passage. Instruct them to jot their answers 
down on a sheet of paper and select a spokesperson to share their work with the rest of the group.  Use the biblical insights you 
have identified to guide their discussion. Make sure that students understand that God can use their families more effectively in 
ministry and missions when they model biblical love and care.

Distribute index cards to each student.  Challenge the students to write on the index card a resolution or commitment that will include 
some things they intend to do to help make their families stronger. As time permits, call on volunteers to share their statements.

Family Outbursts

Keep between the Lines

Good Intentions          
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Siblings #2 

Drawing Like Dew

There is a defining moment for every hero. At that point a person must cross 
an invisible line. Though the person may not realize he or she is crossing it at 
the time, it sets in motion the chain of events resulting in heroism. It is not 
the only time, nor the last time, this hero-to-be will have to make a decision 
or take a stand, but it is certainly the watershed event. 

Andrew faced that moment in John 1:35. The Bible says he and another of 
John the Baptist’s disciples saw Jesus passing by. John the Baptist said, “Look, 
the Lamb of God!” When Andrew and the other disciple heard this, they fol-
lowed Jesus and then spent the day with Him. It was a defining moment. An-
drew recognized who Jesus was and followed Him. What was it about Jesus 
that drew Andrew in? Why did Andrew follow Him? What did he sense or see 
in Jesus that caused him to choose a lifetime of ministry and missions? There 
is little doubt that Andrew had been looking for the Messiah and anticipating 
His arrival on the scene. The preaching of John the Baptist rang true and An-
drew committed to John’s ministry, surely sensing some connection between 
John and the Messiah everyone was anticipating. For whatever reasons, An-
drew made a critical turn in his life when he saw Jesus. He followed Jesus and 
then quickly brought his family, specifically his brother, Peter, into the circle, 
and it led to a lifetime of ministry for both of them.

Leader Prep

This lesson will lead youth to 
recognize that Jesus is the Son 
of God, give their lives to Him, 
and commit to draw their 
families into kingdom work.

John 1:35-42;  
Matthew 4:18-20

Teaching Aims

Bible Verses

Writer
Dewayne Ulmer is an assistant 
professor of student ministry 
and leadership at Dallas Baptist 
University and a member of 
First Baptist Church of Dallas, 
Texas.
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Begin by reading some characteristics and accomplishments (compile at least five facts on each person) of historical 
figures and challenge the students to determine the identity of the person. Use individuals generally known for their 
positive contributions to society, athletics, and entertainment such as Abraham Lincoln, Billy Graham, Louis and Clark, 
Louis Armstrong, Mother Teresa, Tiger Woods, Jackie Robinson, etc. List an accomplishment or describe them until a 
student can identify who they are. You may want to discuss the possible critical moments in their lives that set them 
apart from the rest of the folks in their fields. After a few minutes, point out that Christ was a real historical figure. You 
may even want to begin to describe Him as your last character. Remind the students that it is important for us to first 
recognize Him as the Son of God and then to introduce Him to those closest to us. 

Direct the students to read the two key passages of Scripture and instruct them to jot down on a sheet of paper the 
things that are involved in following Christ (recognizing who Jesus is, choose to follow Him, communicate with Him, 
immediately respond to Him, bring family members to him, make Him your priority). Call on volunteers to share their 
lists while you write their answers on a marker board or large sheet of paper. Supplement their answers with your own 
insights from the passages of Scripture.

Distribute index cards to each student and direct him or her to list the resources of their lives they need to offer to 
Christ on one side. On the other side of the card, challenge the students to think of ways they can draw their family 
members into a relationship with Christ or into kingdom work. Encourage them to make specific plans to offer their 
resources to God and either introduce their family members to Christ or participate in some family ministry activity. 
Call on volunteers to share their ministry activities with the rest of the students if time permits.

Who is the Leader

Application Activity -  Drawing it Home         
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Siblings #3 

Family Ties

Typically, families with teenagers experience a number of different difficulties 
related to growing up. Relationships between students and their parents can 
be strained as the student begins to push for independence while the parent 
tends to cling to the childhood restraints they have implemented over the 
years. Conflicts also emerge between siblings. Parents sometimes play favor-
ites and sibling competition is heightened by a student’s sensitive self-image. 
Many students will connect well with the emotions Joseph experienced in 
this passage of Scripture. Revenge is a serious temptation for many of today’s 
students. They may be surprised with the way Joseph expressed his emotions 
honestly and gracefully dealt with his brothers thereby bringing about recon-
ciliation with his family. Many students today are in desperate need of recon-
ciliation with their families. They can play an instrumental role in exhibiting 
God’s grace within the boundaries of their family lives.

Leader Prep

This lesson will lead students 
to discover how they can lead 
the reconciliation process of 
healing within their families.

Genesis 45: 4-15

Teaching Aims

Bible Verses

Writer
Dewayne Ulmer is an assistant 
professor of student ministry 
and leadership at Dallas Baptist 
University and a member of 
First Baptist Church of Dallas, 
Texas.
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As the students arrive, direct them to the True/False Quiz you have written on a marker board or large sheet of paper. 
Designate one side of the room as False and the other side of the room as True. As you read each statement, instruct 
the students to move to a particular side of the room depending on how they would answer the question. Record the 
number of students who respond true and false next to each question.

 1.  By the time the child becomes a teenager, the oldest child in a family usually makes better grades than the 
second. (True)

 
 2. In America the recreational activity most often shared by parents and children is watching TV. (True)
 
 3.   Working mothers spend an average of one hour every day in quality time with their children. 
      (False, 20-30 minutes)
 
 4. Fathers spend less than 15 minutes a day in quality time with their children. (True)
 
 5. Students’ biggest complaint about parents is parental criticism. (False, pressure to do well in school)
 
 6. Boys turn to peers for advice; girls turn to parents. (False, both turn to peers)
 
 7. Students usually communicate more easily with the parent of the same sex. (False, moms)
 
 8. More than 70 percent of mothers with children under the age of 18 work outside the home. (True)
 
 9. One in four children under the age of 18 lives in a single-parent home. (True)
             
 10. Most children would rather ask a sibling about sexual issues than a parent. (True)

Discuss the answers to the questions after all 10 statements have been read. Point out that the family situation most of 
us are a part of tends to be stressful. Remind them it is important that the students begin to take responsibility in their 
homes. Responsibility will enable them to become a part of the solution rather than a part of the problem.

Divide the students into three teams. Instruct the teams to read the key passage of Scripture and determine the steps 
Joseph took to restore his family’s broken relationship. After a few minutes, call on the teams to share their steps, 
identifying key phrases from the passage that support their steps. Review any of the following six steps that may not 
be addressed by the teams. Challenge them to identify the emotions Joseph may have experienced when he told his 
brothers who he was and the possible emotions his brothers may have had.
 1. Put brothers at ease. (v. 4, please, come closer)
 
 2. Forgave them. (v. 5, do not be grieved or angry with yourselves)
 
 3. Saw God’s hand at work. (vv. 5,7,8, but God)
 
 4. Cared for all family members. (vv. 9-10, my father, you and your children and your children’s children)
 
 5. Offered help. (vv. 10-11, I will provide for you)
 
 6. Expressed honest emotions. (vv. 14-15, wept, kissed, talked)

Family Facts

Coming Together



Call on volunteers to suggest the different roles the students can play in helping to reconcile family members (peace-
maker, listener, helper, supporter, encourager, go-to person, etc) while you write these on a marker board. Distribute 
adhesive bandages to each student and direct them to choose one of the roles they feel they can best practice within 
their own families and direct them to write this role on the adhesive bandage and place it on the back of their hands. 
Encourage them to begin practicing this role as soon as they get home.

Hi-Speed Missions Family Ties3

Ties That Bind
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Siblings #4 

A Lesson in Greatness

A lust for greatness lurks behind the efforts of almost everyone in today’s 
society. It is no different with teenagers. Many parents have that same desire 
for their children as well. Popularity and acceptance can be a deadly magnet 
that lures in many unsuspecting students. Yet the worldly aspect of great-
ness eludes the overwhelming majority of folks. It is evasive, vague, and often 
costly. For every seat of honor and position of power, there is a price tag. 
Sometimes the price is worth it. Sometimes the cost is just too high. The two 
questions we must ask ourselves when facing greatness is: Am I willing to pay 
the price? Is what I receive worth the cost? The answers to these two ques-
tions can happen only after we determine the definition of greatness in the 
first place. 

Approximately 14 years before the day of his execution, James, and his 
brother, John, had asked for the seats of honor in the kingdom of Christ. 
Actually, in the Matthew passage, their mother was the one who did the ask-
ing. Jesus asked them if they were ready to pay the price. Could they do what 
needed to be done? Could they drink of His cup? Eagerly and impulsively, if 
not ignorantly, they answered, “We are able.” At this point, the final test had 
come. Jesus gave them an essential lesson in discipleship and ministry and 
would later model it for them with His own life or death. Biblical servanthood 
was the key to the brothers’ pursuit of greatness.

Leader Prep

 True discipleship means put-
ting away selfish desires for 
place and power and practi-
cally living out your commit-
ment through servanthood.

Matthew 20:20-28

Teaching Aims

Bible Verses

Writer
Dewayne Ulmer is an assistant 
professor of student ministry 
and leadership at Dallas Baptist 
University and a member of 
First Baptist Church of Dallas, 
Texas.
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Distribute paper to each student. Instruct students to divide the paper into three sections, titling the three sections: 
Luxury Items for Self, Necessary Items for Self, and Items for Others. Ask the question, “If someone were to walk up to 
you and give you $10,000, how do you think you would spend it?” Direct the students to jot down approximate costs of 
items for each of the three categories that would equal the $10,000. After a few minutes, point out that God has given 
each of them abilities, talents, and time, not to mention opportunities with their families, that are far more valuable 
than money, and He expects them to use these gifts and opportunities in service and ministry to others

Direct the students to form two debate teams. Instruct them to read the key passage of Scripture and formulate some 
arguments either supporting the request of the Zebedee family (mother, James, and brother John) or criticizing the 
request. Allow the teams a few minutes to develop pro and con arguments to support their cases. Allow three min-
utes for each team to state their opening remarks and argue their cases, two minutes to rebut the other team, and 
one minute for closing statements. Be sure to discuss the significance of the lesson that the family, as well as the other 
disciples, learned in servant leadership.

Direct the students to consider a missions opportunity they could help plan and coordinate for their families. Encourage 
them to get online and consider the opportunities listed on the bridge.namb.net Web site. Be prepared to offer them 
several suggestions locally they can begin to work on. Motivate the students to write a proposal they will submit to 
their families that will include a list of objectives for the ministry project, potential budget, planning steps to prepare for 
the event, and a target date for the event. Be sure to work with them over the next few days and encourage them to see 
their plans bear fruit.

Good Investments

The Great Debate of Greatness
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 Technology #1

American Idols

 Did you know that “internet addiction” is now recognized as a modern-day 
psychological disorder? Did you know that many people are currently be-
ing treated for “compulsive video gaming?” Did you know that 79 percent 
of young people in America now play video games “on a regular basis” and 
Americans between the age of 7 and 17 play for an average of eight hours 
each week? Did you know that the average American spends 2.5 hours on the 
Internet each day?

Many students don’t recognize that even the seemingly harmless, fun hob-
bies in our lives can become destructive if they are not placed at an appro-
priate level of priority. To borrow from psychiatrist Carl Jung, “Every form of 
addiction is bad.” Anytime a Christian is addicted to anything, they have fallen 
into idolatry. 

In 1 Corinthians 10:14, Paul challenges us to “flee from” all forms of idolatry 
in our lives. In Paul’s day that may have meant get rid of wooden statues that 
represented gods for other religious groups. But in our world, idolatry takes 
on many other forms. Idolatry is anything we place in priority above God – 
whether that’s food, a relationship, or even technology.

Idolatry will weigh your students down. They won’t be able to be all that God 
has called them to be, and they won’t be able to fulfill their Great Commission 
assignment if they love their newest gadget more than God. In this lesson 
challenge your students to do whatever it takes to get rid of the idols in their 
life, so they can embrace God’s great adventure for their lives.

Leader Prep

Students will learn that even 
seemingly harmless technol-
ogy like video games and Web 
sites can become idols with-
out proper boundaries and 
balance.

Exodus 20:4;  
1 Corinthians 10:14

Jonathan Merritt is a college 
and singles pastor at Cross 
Pointe Church in Dacula, Ga.

Teaching Aims

Bible Verses

Writer
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Ask your students the following trivia questions about popular video games, Facebook add-ons, instant messenger 
features, and text message language. 

 What does the popular abbreviation “LOL” stand for? (Laugh Out Loud)

  What is the top downloaded song on ITunes right now? (Go to http://www.apple.com/itunes/top-100/songs/ 
to find the answer.)

  Besides Internet, what built-in or additional devices would you need on your computer to make Skype fully 
functional? (A video camera and a microphone)

 
 How many characters are you limited to in a “tweet”? (140)

Your students’ knowledge of the latest technology will likely astound you and will illustrate how consumed they are 
with these things? The winner could be given a prize, or for a twist, give a prize to the person who knows the least. 
Now ask the students a few basic questions about their Bible, such as:

 How many books are there in the Bible? (66)

 How many of each animal species did God say to load onto the ark prior to the flood? (Two)
 
 Where was Jesus born? (Bethlehem)
 
  What did God the Father say immediately following Jesus’ baptism? (This is my beloved son. I take delight in 

Him! Can vary depending upon the translation.)

Remind the students that God wants us to be more interested in what He says than the latest technology fad.

When someone becomes consumed with something, the addiction usually manifests itself physically. Drug addicts 
who are in withdrawal will sweat, vomit, and even hallucinate. Smokers who have not had their nicotine fix for a 
prolonged period will have headaches and mood swings. Porn addicts will often be unable to concentrate on work or 
school because of the harmful images that flood their minds throughout the day. 

In addition to these physical maladies, Christians who are addicted to something experience spiritual damage. 1 Cor-
inthians 10 tells us that whenever Christians allow anything to consume too much of their lives, it will separate them 
from God. All kinds of bad things happen when God is not present in our lives because God is jealous and He doesn’t 
want us to be consumed by anything except our relationship with Him. Because idolatry provokes God and creates a 
barrier in our relationship with Him, Paul warns in 1 Corinthians 10:14 to “flee from idolatry.” 

Paul asks us to survey our lives and determine if we have anything in our lives that consumes us, that keeps us from 
God. For many of us, video games, the Internet, text messaging, or instant messaging takes up hours of our time on a 
regular basis. Unfortunately, most of us neglect the time that we should regularly spend to get to know God through 
His Word and talking with God through times of prayer. When this is the case, something that can be harmless and 
even beneficial can become destructive and even sinful.

The most referenced sin in all of Scripture is idolatry, which is just a fancy word that refers to anything that detracts 

Techno Trivia

Techno-idols        



from your love of God. Idolatry was even one of the first commandments given to Moses in Exodus 20:4: “Do not make 
an idol for yourself, whether in the shape of anything in the heavens above or on the earth below or in the waters of 
the earth.” Today, most of us don’t struggle with worshipping giant, shiny statues of animals or birds, but many of us 
do struggle with placing too high a value on things like money, relationships, popularity or pastimes.
Is technology bad in and of itself? No. But, anything in excess is in danger of becoming an idol in your life. For example, 
if you get more excited about reading your Facebook wall than you do about reading your Bible, you probably have a 
problem.

Survey your life. Are you among the 79 percent who consume video games on a regular basis? Do you spend too 
much time soaking up the “techno-candy” this world feeds you? Would your relationship with God improve if you cut 
back on video games or social networking sites and instead spent time with God? If so, don’t wait another moment. 
Put the controller away and plug into the Creator. 

Suggested discussion questions:
Can you think of a time when the amount of time that you spent on email/internet/playing video games kept •	
you from doing something important (homework, etc.)?
Do you spend more time with God or more time on email/internet/playing video games? If so, why?•	
Are you more excited about video games, surfing the Web and instant messaging than you are about connecting •	
with God? If so, why?

Pass out a sheet of paper with a grid on it for every day of the week. Each day should have several time blocks. (Ex: 
Tuesday will have a box for 9-Noon, Noon-4, 4-9, etc.) Challenge your students to keep track of all the time they spend 
interacting with technology during the day. At the end of each day, have them total the amount of time. Most stu-
dents have no idea how much time they spend on these things, and this will boost their level of self-awareness in light 
of the lesson. For added effect, consider a separate grid where they will keep track of the time they spend interacting 
with God.

Hi-Speed Missions American Idols3
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 Technology #2

Real vs. Virtual Relationships

Teenagers don’t always realize the long-term effects of their actions. When 
you were a student, you probably can remember things that you did and 
wish you hadn’t because they have stuck with you in a negative way through-
out adulthood. While we want students to enjoy life, explore its many experi-
ences and learn from their mistakes, we want to focus them on the long-term 
so they can avoid making needless mistakes that they will carry over for a 
long time.

Last week, we saw how becoming immersed in technology can become 
idolatrous, which will destroy your relationship with God. This week, we focus 
on how these things can destroy our relationships with others and harm our-
selves. Scripture teaches that we were made for community. We were made 
for relationship. While technology is driving, and in some ways expanding, 
relationships, it is also making us increasingly shallow. As human beings, we 
need to make sure that we are pursuing the tangible, physical, and relational 
depth we so badly need.

Genesis 2:18 shows us that God intended us to live in real, meaningful re-
lationships with others. In this verse, God says, “It is not good for man to be 
alone. I will make a helper who is just like him” (Genesis 2:18). Through this 
lesson, you’ll help the students understand how exclusively online friend-
ships fall short of the kind of true community God wants us to have. It is also 
through these real, flesh-and-blood interactions with people that they can 
fulfill Jesus’ Great Commission.  

Leader Prep

Students will learn how be-
coming immersed in tech-
nology can have a negative 
affect if unguarded. Last 
week they learned how 
technology without bound-
aries can harm our relation-
ship with God; this week 
the students will learn how 
it can harm ourselves.

Genesis 2:18

Jonathan Merritt is a college 
and singles pastor at Cross 
Pointe Church in Dacula, Ga.
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Bible Verses

Writer
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Bring an object like a ball with you. Have your students stand in a circle within arms length of each other. Place the ball 
in a student’s hand, and then have the students slowly pass the ball from person to person around the circle. After the 
ball makes it around the circle a couple of times, ask everyone to take a step back. Now, they have to toss the ball to 
each other. This should continue for a short period of time. Then have them take another step back. Each time, trans-
ferring the object will become more difficult. Whenever someone misses the ball, they are “out” and have to sit down. 
Finally, two students will remain, and they will be declared the winners. This game makes the point that as we increase 
the distance between each other, we increase the difficulty of exchanging and sharing with each other. 

Did you know that we were made to be close to each other? We were built for relationships and constructed for com-
munity. From the beginning of creation, we have needed each other. Right after the first human, Adam, was created, 
God said “It is not good for man to be alone. I will make a helper who is just like him.” (Genesis 2:18). 

God didn’t just make a me, but He also made an us. In other words, the Creator knew that the creation had been made 
in such a way that the creature would long for community with others. 

Just as we need a relationship with God, we also need a relationship with others. Remember, in the Garden of Eden, 
Adam already had a relationship with God. They talked regularly. Even in a God-filled paradise, something was missing. 
Paradise isn’t paradise without friends and relationships. 

When we plug into technology, we have to unplug from relationships to do so. Sure, we may be “talking” and making 
“friends” online through a social networking site or interacting with others through online games, but we don’t really 
experience deep relationships with those people. As psychiatrist Dr. Marysia Weber has said, “While electronic media 
can provide useful information, media used solely for pleasure or the reception of information can foster a posture of 
passivity.”

In Scripture, we are told over and over about what real community looks like in more than 50  “one another” passages. 
They teach us that relationships involve things such as serving one another (Galatians 5:13), speaking to one another 
(Ephesians 5:19), physically coming together with one another (Hebrews 10:25), offering hospitality to one another 
(1 Peter 4:9) and fellowshipping with one another (1 John 1:7). While one or two of these things may be achieved via 
technology, they can’t all be. 

In other words, technology can be keeping us from the community that we so desperately need. We must determine if 
we are getting enough face-to-face, heart-to-heart time with friends and family during the week. If we settle for virtual 
relationships instead of real ones, then we are missing something wonderful for ourselves and others. But most impor-
tantly, we are failing to fulfill the design with which God has constructed us all and we won’t be able to truly take part 
in God’s extraordinary mission for our life–telling others about Jesus.

Suggested discussion questions:
Think about your three best friends. Do you spend more time interacting with them via technology or in person?
Have you ever waited to tell someone something important until you were with the person face-to-face? Why did you 
wait?

An Ever-Expanding Circle

True Connections       



(LEADER WARNING: Before encouraging your students to meet face-to-face with someone they met online, strenuously 
suggest that the student tell his or her parents about the meeting and bring someone else along. Safety should be a 
primary concern.)

Identify the friend you spend the most time with online. Ask this person if he/she would like to hang out one day with-
out doing anything technology related. Do something different, such as going to a park, enjoying a meal together, or 
playing cards. Make a real effort to find out new and interesting things about this person: their likes/dislikes, family 
dynamics, past history, etc. Tell your friend about your relationship with Christ. If that person is not a Christian, explain 
how he or she can become one. Later, take some time to journal about how this face-to-face, unplugged experience 
was different or perhaps deeper than your long-distance experiences with this person. 
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Unplugged 



 Technology #3

Fortress of the Mind

Technology is now a primary tool by which sinful materials are creeping into 
the minds of students. There are at least 4.2 million pornography Web sites 
on the Internet, and boys ages 12-17 are some of the largest consumers of 
pornography. There is no way to predict what kind of emotional, psychologi-
cal and relational fallout our students will experience as a result of viewing 
Internet pornography during their formative teenage years. 

Sinful material doesn’t just come through Internet pornography either. Teen 
chat rooms have become gathering places for Internet predators with ul-
terior motives. Video games are becoming increasingly violent, crass, and 
sexual. Some popular video games like “Grand Theft Auto” and “Mass Effect” 
now have full nudity and depict sexual intercourse that leaves nothing to the 
imagination. The frustrations fueled by these games yield unusually violent 
anger known as “video rage” among teenagers, but even more serious is the 
damaging erosion of their spiritual conditions. Many of the students you lead 
could be beginning addictive online behaviors that will inhibit God’s ability 
to use them to tell others about Christ in the future. In this lesson, you’ll help 
students look at this technology usage from God’s perspective. By looking at 
2 Corinthians 10:4-5, your students will learn how to be careful in regards to 
spiritual attack through technology and protect their current and future wit-
ness from unneeded deterioration. 

Leader Prep

Students will learn how im-
portant it is to guard oneself 
from some of the improper 
messages being transmitted 
via technology.

2 Corinthians 10:4-5;  
Romans 8:6

Jonathan Merritt is a college 
and singles pastor at Cross 
Pointe Church in Dacula, Ga.

Teaching Aims

Bible Verses

Writer
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Bring in a clear glass pitcher, several cups filled with water, and a small bottle of food coloring (brighter, bolder colors 
work best). Explain to your students that the mind is a repository for information. It is like a living database. The brain 
can only hold a certain amount of info, and most of us don’t use it to its fullest capacity. In this illustration, the brain is 
like a pitcher, and water is information. Ask your students to come up, one by one, and pour their cup of water into the 
pitcher. Each cup of water dumped into the pitcher represents an informational transfer. For example, the first cup of 
water could represent the knowledge one gets from a school teacher’s lessons, the next cup of water could be some-
thing you learned from a mistake, etc. 

At the end, when the pitcher is full of clear water, squeeze a few drops of food coloring into the water. (Use enough 
to visibly turn the water a different color.) The food coloring represents the “junk” of life–pornography, lust, gratuitous 
violence, inappropriate language, etc. The point is this: we consume a ton of information in life, but it only takes a little 
bit to spoil our minds. For this reason, we need to guard what goes into it. 

In medieval times, it was easy to know who your enemy was. If someone was riding toward you with a lowered lance 
or a swinging sword, you could be pretty sure they were your enemy. Today, it isn’t so cut and dry. We have electronic 
enemies lurking on every desktop and in every media room that will try to infiltrate your mind and destroy who you 
are.

The enemies of the 21st century give new meaning to the Apostle Paul’s words in 2 Corinthians 10:4-5: “The weapons 
of our warfare are not fleshly, but are powerful through God for the demolition of strongholds. We demolish argu-
ments and every high-minded thing that is raised up against the knowledge of God, taking every thought captive to 
the obedience of Christ.” In other words, because we can’t see our attackers coming, we have to be extra careful that 
we don’t become susceptible to attack. 

There are three main enemies to our spiritual well-being mentioned in Scripture: the world, the devil, and the flesh. 
All of these enemies are working together to attack you via technology. Take Internet pornography, for example. If the 
statistics are correct, there is a good chance that several students in the group are tangled up in Internet pornography 
right now. It is produced by the world to appeal to the flesh with the help of the devil. 

Many video games are now unsuitable for Christian teenagers to be playing. Ask yourself, do the video games in your 
console draw you away from Christ and godly thinking? If so, you should reconsider the way you spend that time. 
These uses of technology are dangerous, which is why we are told to “demolish” them. 

God wants to use you in an incredible way. He wants you to tell others in your community and maybe around the 
world about Christ. To join him on this adventure, you must demolish the dangerous habits in your life.

Guarding your mind from negative technology can be difficult to do. It is hard to break habits, especially ones you en-
joy. But, with the tough task of guarding your mind, comes the promise of peace, serenity, and a rich relationship with 
the One who made you. As the Bible says in Romans 8:6, “For the mindset of the flesh is death, but the mindset of the 
Spirit is life and peace.” Begin fortifying the fortress of your mind today.

Color Guard

Dumping bad techno-habits



Suggested discussion questions:
 (You should split up into gender-specific groups to discuss these questions.)

 Do you look at Internet pornography?•	
 Do you play violent or sexual video games?•	
 Have you ever consumed a form of technology and felt guilty about the content afterward?•	
 What safeguards can you set up to keep you from consuming the wrong types of technology?•	

On a piece of paper, have your students write out the times each week when they consume the most technology or 
when they are most susceptible to consuming inappropriate materials. Challenge them to fill each of those slots with 
a more productive activity. (Ex: Reconnect with someone you haven’t seen in a while, clean your room without being 
asked, go outside and get some exercise, etc.) Sometimes guarding our minds is as simple as shifting our schedule.
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 Technology #4

Being E-vangelistic

Although we must be careful not to get lost in technology and to avoid the 
inappropriate junk on the Web and in video games, technology still has many 
redeeming qualities. In fact, it provides an incredible opportunity to be on 
mission for God. 

The culture is online, connected, and linked in. The statistics referenced in this 
lesson and the knowledge of technology that your students have doubtlessly 
displayed during the last three weeks illustrate that our culture has saturated 
technological outlets. In other words, that is where people are. Therefore, 
in addition to balanced enjoyment, we can and should use technology to 
spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

In 1 Corinthians 9 Paul says he has become “all things to all people, so that I 
may by all means save some.” In this lesson you’ll encourage your students to 
use technology as a key cultural bridge to their lost friends and neighbors.

Leader Prep

Students will learn about posi-
tive ways to utilize technology 
for personal enjoyment and to 
be on mission.

1 Corinthians 9:19-23,  
John 4:35

Jonathan Merritt is a college 
and singles pastor at Cross 
Pointe Church in Dacula, Ga.

Teaching Aims

Bible Verses

Writer
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Bring in several dangerous objects or pictures of objects (please use discretion and approve any objects with your 
supervising minister). For example, you may want to bring in a kitchen knife, or you may want to bring in a picture of 
a handgun or a black widow spider. Show them the object or picture of the object and ask them what comes to mind. 
They may say that the black widow spider, for example, makes them think of a spider bite that stings or a cobweb that 
entangles. When you have finished showing them each object, talk about the positive things that these objects can 
be used for. When a gun is used properly, it can protect. When a knife is used properly, it can prepare food. A spider in 
the proper setting will catch pests. The point is that almost anything can be used inappropriately or appropriately–for 
good or evil. The same is true for technology.

Over the last few weeks, we have seen some of the real threats posed by the Internet, video games, and other forms of 
technology. These things can distract you from your spiritual life and distract you from spending time with God. These 
things can infiltrate your mind with dirty thoughts or angry feelings. They can take you away from the real relation-
ships that are most important in your life. But did you know that they can also take you deeper into your spiritual walk, 
bring you closer to God and open up new doors for real, Christ-centered relationships?

Millions of people can be found at any moment online, in chat rooms, collectively streaming video games, and on 
instant messenger. That is where people are. As Christians, we are told to go where people are and while we are there, 
to tell them about Jesus and how to be saved. As the Apostle Paul says in 1 Corinthians 9:19-23:

“For although I am free from all people, I have made myself a slave to all, in order to win more people. To the Jews, I became 
like a Jew, to win Jews; to those under the law, like one under the law–though I myself am not under the law–to win those 
under the law. To those who are outside the law, like one outside the law–not being outside God’s law, but under the law 
of Christ–to win those outside the law. To the weak I became weak, in order to win the weak. I have become all things to 
all people, so that I may by all means save some. Now I do all this because of the gospel, that I may become a partner in its 
benefits.”
 
In other words, we can instant message about Christ to our friends who use IM. We can invite people to be a part of 
a Facebook group that promotes discussions about Christianity. We can meet people online who live in our area and 
invite them to come to our church. There are many ways that you can use technology to be on mission for God.

Think about the media that you use most often. In what ways can you use that differently to share your faith in Christ? 
What creative things can you do using technology to fulfill our Great Commission to tell people about Jesus and make 
disciples everywhere we go (Matthew 28:18-20)? As we have just seen, anything can be used for good or evil. Technol-
ogy is a red-hot opportunity to do something great if we utilize it appropriately and creatively as we are on mission for 
Him. In John 4:35, Jesus said that the world we live in is like a field that is “ready for harvest.” It may be that your nearest 
mission field is as close as your home computer. 

Suggested Discussion Questions:
In what ways is technology (internet, online communities, chat rooms, online video games) a mission field?•	
 Think about the media that you use most often. In what ways can you use that differently to share your faith  •	
in Christ?
 What creative things can you do through technology to fulfill our Great Commission to tell people about Jesus •	
and make disciples everywhere we go (Matthew 28:18-20)?

The Flip Side

Spreading the Word - Online



Enough talking about it. Let’s do it. Get together with some friends of yours who frequent the same technological 
outlets and/or Web sites. Brainstorm about how you could use this medium in order to be on mission. Invite others 
to be a part of your virtual mission trip where everyone goes to the same Web sites or logs onto the same electronic 
network for the purpose of sharing the gospel or inviting people to church or another community. When you finish, 
gather back together in a chat room or start a thread on a social networking site to share about what success you had 
or hurdles you encountered. Then, begin planning your next virtual mission trip together!
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Unity #1

Great Minds Think Alike

When you hear the phrase, “Great minds think alike,” it is often in conjunction 
with the idea that two people are unified in some thought or activity. William 
Barclay has written that disunity is a major danger that threatens any healthy 
body of believers—which can severely impact its mission. When people get 
excited and enthusiastic in their beliefs, they are more apt to cross each other. 
Paul addressed this threat in this passage.

In the person of Jesus Christ, we see the ideal example of a great mind, cre-
ated in the image of God. Paul’s challenge to the Philippians, and to us, was to 
have the same mind and/or attitude as Christ. In doing so we will certainly be 
able to find common ground in the similar mindsets and attitudes we share 
with other Christians. This does not mean, however, that we will be in total 
agreement or see eye-to-eye on every subject. Life would be very dull and 
flat without the give and take practiced when a variety of opinions and view-
points provide scope for friendly discussions and debates. But the discussion 
and debate cease to be friendly when each one aims at scoring points off the 
others and getting his or her own way. The characteristics of Christ’s mind 
include compassion, tenderness, humility, servanthood, obedience, and sub-
mission. To attain Christ’s mind and think like Him, we will also take on these 
characteristics, which clearly promote unity, fellowship, and purpose among 
believers. 

Let us remember that, as we focus on the example of Jesus Christ, we need to 
concentrate not so much on patterning our lives after His example but rather 
allowing Jesus Christ, who already dwells within the lives of Christians, to live 
His example through us. Remember, that we are also created in the image of 
God. Most of the major frustrations Christians face are not that they cannot 
measure up to the example of Jesus Christ but that they restrain the person 
of Jesus Christ living inside them. When we become Christians, Christ gives us 
His mind. If that is true, why does Paul encourage us to have the same atti-
tude as Christ? The reason is because the world still has the ability to confuse 
and cloud our minds when we allow it to do so. We are still the gatekeepers 
of what enters into our minds. It therefore takes a conscience effort to adjust 
and guard our thinking and let Christ’s thoughts, attitudes, and spirit become 
our own.

Leader Prep

This lesson will lead students 
to allow Christlike character-
istics to develop in their lives 
and ministries, so they can 
be more effective in reaching 
their friends and family for 
Christ.

Philippians 2:1-11 

Teaching Aims

Bible Verses

Writer
Dwayne Ulmer is an assistant 
professor of student ministry 
and leadership at Dallas Baptist 
University and a member of 
First Baptist Church of Dallas, 
Texas.
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Direct the students to list all the people in their lives they consider to have great minds on a sheet of paper. Then, on a 
poster board, list all the characteristics these people have that enable them to be positive examples of great thinkers. 
Circle the characteristics that involve some sort of surrender. Point out that during this session we will be examining 
the greatest mind and our supreme example. You may want to take a few minutes and come up with a group defini-
tion of example. Next, call on students to share some characteristics of humility. As they call out the characteristics, list 
them on a marker board or on a large sheet of paper. Lead the students to call out characteristics of pride. Jot them 
down on the board or large sheet of paper as they share. Compare the two lists. Circle all the character traits on the list 
that represent the nature of Christ. Point out that Paul challenged all Christians to take on these characteristics.

Divide the students into groups of about two to three and instruct each group to write a poem that catches the theme 
and major points of Philippians 2:1-11. After a few minutes call on teams to read their poems. Point out all the key 
words in the passage of Scripture and discuss the connection between the words and the concept of ministering with 
the mind of Christ (encouragement, love, fellowship, tenderness, compassion, purpose, selfish ambition, vain conceit, 
humility, attitude, like-minded, servant, obedience, death, nothing).

Call on students to identify some ways they can have the same mind as Christ and follow His example of humility and 
surrender their lives. Discuss their answers. Then challenge the students to rank on a scale of 1-10 (with 10 being very 
similar) their reflection of Christlike characteristics of surrender in their lives, as identified in the previous activity. En-
courage them to jot down some ways they can allow the mind of Christ to infiltrate their thoughts and attitudes. 

Great Minds

Rhyme and Reason

Mind Your Manners
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Unity #2

Discovering Your  
Creative Design

Difficult times both demand and produce people capable of meeting the challenge. 
To be sure, ministry is often a difficult mandate. But the thing to remember is that 
God never calls us to attack a difficult situation without the promise of necessary 
support and protection to see our portion of the task completed. God has uniquely 
designed us, even before we were born, to minister in a creative way. One of the 
major differences between a Christian and a non-Christian is the power available to 
them during tough times. This also means God has designed us to creatively minister 
during those same tough times.

Through four turbulent decades and the reigns of five kings, Jeremiah declared the 
Word of God to both royalty and commoner alike, often alone and often at great 
personal cost. Some have said that real men should not cry because it demonstrates 
their weakness, fear, or lack of faith. Yet, many refer to Jeremiah, a man among men, 
as the “Weeping Prophet.” His tears did not reflect his weakness or his lack of faith 
but rather a compassion for people that few have matched. He was called to share a 
harsh message during a time when it was not popular to say such things. Yet in spite 
of the opposition and lack of response, he was faithful and obedient to his task. In 
a society that has become obsessed with the pursuit of instant success, short-term 
gains, immediate gratification, and quick fixes, we can learn a lesson from a prophet 
who was committed for the long-haul with little or no reward.

Jeremiah is unusual among his contemporaries because of the extent to which he 
revealed his personal feelings and emotions. Most of the other Hebrew prophets 
offered their oracles without disclosing much of their true selves. Jeremiah, however, 
bleeds emotion as he faithfully executes his prophetic responsibilities somewhat 
against his will. In fact, few biblical characters so closely resemble Jesus Christ in their 
ministries as Jeremiah. When Jesus asked his disciples to share with him who people 
said that he was, one of the characters mentioned was Jeremiah (Matt. 16:14). Both 
Jesus and Jeremiah did most of their teaching around Jerusalem. Both lamented and 
wept over their contemporaries. Jeremiah’s message brought him criticism and per-
secution as Christ’s message did as well. In fact the prophet even compared himself 
to a lamb or ox led to slaughter (11:19). Both Jeremiah and Christ exemplified the 
covenant ideal of a close personal relationship with God based on a holy life. They 
both demonstrated, by their actions, that their highest commission was to perform 
the will of God fully and responsibly.

Jeremiah’s entire ministry was marked with controversy. The men of his own town 
and household set themselves against him (11:21-23; 12:6). Later a coalition of priests 
and prophets charged him with blasphemy for predicting the destruction of the 
temple (26:1-6). Jeremiah had more than one brush with death. Pashhur, the priest 
had him beaten and put into stocks (20:1-6). The princes of Judah accused him of 
treason and left him to die in a mire-filled pit (38:6-13). It was only by divine protec-
tion that Jeremiah and his scribe Baruch escaped the fury of King Jehoiakim (36:1-7). 
Adding to the prophet’s frustration was the lack of support he got from his profes-
sional contemporaries. Other prophets in the land were issuing conflicting oracles 
catered more to the whims of the people than to the Word of God.

Leader Prep

This lesson will lead students 
to discover the evidence of 
God’s love and provision for 
them and allow their lives to 
be evidence of God’s work 
and ministry to the world 
regardless of difficult  
circumstances.

Jeremiah 1:4-10; 17-19

Teaching Aims

Bible Verses

Writer
Dwayne Ulmer is an assistant 
professor of student ministry 
and leadership at Dallas Baptist 
University and a member of 
First Baptist Church of Dallas, 
Texas.
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Distribute paper to the students and instruct them to draw a coat of arms that best represents what they feel God has 
called them to do at this time in their lives. After a few minutes, allow the students to share their coat of arms. Share 
with them that God called Jeremiah to a controversial task, but the validity of his call helped provide stability through-
out his whole life. 
 
Challenge the students to list the things that encourage them to remain true to their call on the left side of the piece 
of paper. On the right side, instruct them to list the things that discourage them from remaining true to their call as a 
Christian. After a few minutes, call on volunteers to discuss their answers. Share with them some of the background 
information on Jeremiah from the introduction at the beginning of this session. Tell them that Jeremiah had all kinds 
of opportunities to give up, but he remained faithful to his calling until the end.

Before the session write the 12 phrases below on two sets of sentence strips (without the verse references). Divide the 
students into two teams and direct them to read the focal passages. After everyone has had a chance to read the pas-
sages, instruct the teams to race each other to put the sentence strips in the right order and list the verses where each 
encouragement is found. When both teams have completed their sequencing, review the order and verse reference.

 God spoke to Jeremiah. - v. 4

 God designed Jeremiah for the task. - v. 5a

 God set Jeremiah apart for the task. - v. 5b
 
 God will lead Jeremiah where he is supposed to go. - v. 7a

 God appointed Jeremiah as a prophet to all the nations. - v. 5c and 10

 God will tell Jeremiah what to say. - v. 7b

 God provided Jeremiah with his words. - vs. 9

 God challenged Jeremiah to prepare himself for obedience. - vs. 17a

 God challenged Jeremiah not to be afraid. - vs. 17b

 God told Jeremiah he would be fortified for the task. - vs. 18

 God let Jeremiah know he would not be overcome. - vs. 19a

 God let Jeremiah know that he was with him. - vs. 19b

Designed for a Purpose

First Things First



Direct the students to list as many tasks as they can think of that God might call a teenager to do in today’s world on 
a sheet of paper. Try to get them to be as specific and creative as possible. Allow them a few minutes to exhaust their 
ideas. Then ask: “How does God call you to do these tasks? What means does he communicate this call?”

Then, divide youth into two teams (or keep the previous two teams) to play a short round of “Win Lose or Draw.” Tell 
them the topics they will be drawing deal with the subject of how to listen and remain true to God’s call in their lives. 
Put the statements in a hat and allow the teams to take turns drawing a picture of the phrase they picked. Give each 
team 30 seconds to come up with the answer and the other team 15 seconds to guess if the first team doesn’t get the 
correct answer. Do not allow the person who is drawing to write words or letters on their paper unless someone from 
their team says one of the words in the phrase. They are also not allowed to speak. Some phrases to put in the hat are: 
Maintain a Quiet Time, Pray Daily, Participate in Christian Fellowship, Read God’s Word, Seek Christian Counsel, Just Do 
it, Be Obedient, Confess Your Sins, etc.

After the game, encourage the youth to determine what God has called them to do and not to deviate from it. Remind 
them that all Christians are called to participate in the Great Commission, not simply pastors or missionaries. Pray for 
the youth as they leave. Ask God to give them a clear sense of calling and help them to stay true to that call. 
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Unity #3

Band of Brothers and 
Song of Sisters

The Scripture is filled with imperatives that challenge Christians to do un-
comfortable and unnatural things. When left with imperatives alone, the 
Christian life becomes a shallow grave of dos and don’ts that eventually lead 
to discouragement and defeat. Fortunately, God has provided the resources 
and power for the task, and He offers hope along with promise of new life. In 
this passage of Scripture, Paul dresses the Christian with the things necessary 
to celebrate new life. The effect of such things destroys the barriers of life and 
enables Christians to do things they would normally not be able to do and 
sustain attitudes they would not be able to maintain in the flesh. It enables 
them to bind together with other believers in a state of unity that will impact 
the world through creative worship.

Before there can be new life, there must be the death of the old one. This 
theme of dying to self is prevalent in the writings of Paul. The context of this 
passage contains such a theme. When Christians die to self, Paul says there 
are certain worldly things they must take off or eliminate from life in order to 
be new creatures. In the verses preceding the focal passage, Paul discusses 
such things. He now continues this line of thought by advocating that Chris-
tians must not only take off some things, but they must also clothe them-
selves with some others. “Putting on” has to do with a deep and transforming 
inner experience that reflects itself outwardly, not only resulting in a new life-
style, but also in being a new person—a shift in character. Love makes a huge 
difference in enabling us to forgive others as well as celebrate the forgiveness 
God has for us through worship. As a result, creative worship also makes a 
significant difference in creating unity among believers.

Leader Prep

This lesson will lead students 
to investigate the aspect of 
forgiveness, celebrate areas 
where God has forgiven them, 
and determine a plan for for-
giving others while bonding 
with them in creative worship.

Colossians 3:12-17

Teaching Aims

Bible Verses

Writer
Dwayne Ulmer is an assistant 
professor of student ministry 
and leadership at Dallas Baptist 
University and a member of 
First Baptist Church of Dallas, 
Texas.
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Direct the students to the following definition of a teenage grudge you have written across the top of a large sheet of 
paper designed like a brick wall: A grudge is an attitude of resentment teenagers have when they don’t forgive others. 
Instruct them to write some reasons why teenagers hold grudges or why Christians have trouble experiencing unity 
on the bricks in the wall. After a few minutes allow the teenagers to discuss their answers. Point out that today’s Bible 
study will offer some clear instructions for dealing with grudges and creating unity among the body of believers, espe-
cially through the act of worship.

Instruct the students to read the focal passage of Scripture. Then give them a few minutes to take the following quiz 
you have written on a large sheet of paper or a marker board:

 a.  Who is the author of this passage of Scripture?

 b.  How does he address his readers?

 c.  What kind of relationship is the writer writing about?

 d.  According to the writer, what is the key virtue?

 e.  What needs to rule your heart?

 f.  In what manner are you to forgive?

 g.  When you don’t know what to do, what does the writer suggest?

 h.  How were the Colossian Christians supposed to let the Word of God richly dwell within them?

After a few minutes, go over the answers. (Answers: a-Paul; b-chosen, holy and dearly loved; c-with God; d-love; e-peace of 
Christ; f-the same as Christ forgives us; g-do everything in the name of Jesus; h-admonish one another as they sang psalms, 
hymns, and spiritual songs of worship.)

Instruct the teenagers to use the acrostic “Forgive” on a sheet of paper to communicate a step-by-step process of 
forgiveness. After a few minutes, call on the students share their answers. Call on volunteers to share reasons why their 
group may or may not be experiencing unity. Challenge the students to brainstorm how they can participate and lead 
in worship in such a way as to promote unity among their fellow believers. 
 
Instruct the students to find as many passages of Scripture in the Bible that deal with unity as possible. Limit the time 
period and let the students race to see who can get the most references. After a few minutes, let the students read 
some of the verses they located and what these verses say about unity.

Another Brick in the Wall

The Road to Unity Runs Through Worship

In the Name of Love
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Unity #4

United in Freedom

The concept of freedom was not something Paul took lightly. He made considerable reference to 
liberty throughout his letters. He wrote of freedom in Christ, freedom from the law, freedom from 
the bondage of sin, as well as other freedoms. To Paul the gospel was a liberating message; the 
church was a liberating community—and he was the benefactor of both. This freedom permeated 
every area of his life because he was free to have fellowship with the Creator, the greatest of all 
liberators. Salvation also gave him freedom from the cultural effects that often smother us. In this 
passage, Paul reminded his readers that he was free from all men. No person could define the limits 
or the creativity of his ministry. His emancipation had been through Christ and it was absolute.

Certainly, liberty is a valuable commodity in the world today. It is interesting to note, however, 
that his environment and circumstances always colored Paul’s concept of freedom. For Paul, 
freedom also meant he had the opportunity to choose to whom and what he would be en-
slaved. In a sense, no one is free except by those ground rules. In this passage, Paul highlighted 
his freedom but also his choice to be enslaved to others in order to do whatever it took to win 
them to Christ. This voluntary submission or enslavement is what enabled him to be so effec-
tive at what God had called him to do. It enabled him to have a flexibility to adapt to whatever 
environment or culture in which he happened to be ministering. He was also following the 
pattern of his Master who said, “and whoever wants to be first must be your slave–just as the 
Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve” (Matthew 20:27-28). Christ’s service and 
slavery were an inspiration and pattern for his disciples. Paul was carrying through with this 
concept and by doing so encouraging others to as well. In these verses Paul identified three 
groups of people: Jews, Gentiles (those not under the law), and the weak or immature in faith.

There can be no doubt this type of dedicated flexibility is costly. To move beyond our cultural 
base always involves some sort of sacrifice. The very idea of being a servant is a challenge to 
pride, ego, and self-centeredness. There is security in a rigid cultural and environmental set-
ting. Paul demonstrated an uncanny ability to know what was essential and what was not and 
still not compromise the message of Jesus Christ. It meant he was willing to give up certain 
non-essential comforts, customs, and mindsets in order to find common ground with those 
to whom he was called to minister. He was willing to hold the balance of knowing where to 
stand and where to bend. We can never attain any kind of relationship or ministry without first 
finding some sort of common ground. When a person cannot see anything but his or her own 
point of view, they will fall short of any kind of effective ministry.

Paul not only was willing to make an outward commitment within a culture or environment to be 
and say what God wanted, but he was also willing to make that inward commitment. He insisted 
to those Christians who consistently chose the easy way that no one would get anywhere with-
out self-discipline. Salvation is not an invitation to complacency but a summons to commitment. 
There was no second-place finish with Paul. It was either win or lose for Paul, and he was deter-
mined to win at all costs. He had the passion to be what he knew God needed him to be and do 
what he knew God needed him to do. Paul was willing to confront the necessity of maintaining 
control over those desires that seemed to offer constant protest against restraints of any kind.

Paul used the metaphor of running because the people of Corinth would be familiar and 
would enjoy the athletic illustrations. The Isthmian games, second only to the Olympics, were 
held in Corinth every two years. It would be impossible for these people not to be aware of 
the strict disciplines and strenuous training involved in the games. The Corinthians watched 
athletes sacrifice whatever was necessary to win a temporary wreath, which only one would 
win. The obvious implication is that more than one Christian can be a winner. If so, shouldn’t 
Christians be all that much more willing to pay the price for an imperishable reward. His  
challenge was to run and keep on running to win. The point is not competition but self- 
sacrifice in this instance. The prize was probably not salvation but the ability to win others  
to Christ.

Leader Prep

This lesson will lead youth to 
identify the characteristics of 
a godly, intentional life and 
determine how to implement 
these traits in their lives in 
order to impact the culture.

1 Corinthians 9:19-27
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Divide the youth into two teams. Direct each team to select a captain to lead the others in the group in a series of 
stretching exercises as if they were preparing to run a long-distance race. Then instruct the group to come up with a 
weekly workout schedule for the cross-country runners at their school. Include in the workout schedule the type of 
food and amount of rest for the team members during the week if their race were on Saturday. After each group has 
had a few minutes to stretch and come up with a workout routine, call on a few members to share their work. Point 
out that it is also necessary for Christians to develop a spiritual training routine for their lives.  
 
Lead one of the teams to list the qualities of a good distance runner on a separate sheet of paper. (perseverance, strong 
legs, low resting heart rate, strong lungs, etc.) Lead the other team to list some things that might hinder a distance run-
ner on a separate sheet of paper. (poor eating habits, refuses to workout, bad ankles, not enough rest, no desire, etc.) Call 
for the two teams to share their responses. Instruct them to draw parallels to running the Christian life.

Instruct the youth to read the focal passage of Scripture silently or enlist a volunteer to read the passage aloud.  Lead 
them to identify some key concepts found in the passage of Scripture (identity, purpose, focus, passion, flexibility, integ-
rity, intensity, discipline, sacrifice, honor). After everyone has identified the key concepts ask: “What does it mean to win 
in the Christian life?” (Effective Christian service, new Christian converts, impact for the cause of Christ, positive witnessing 
experience, good example for others, encouragement, maturity.) 
 
Point out that Paul desired to become all things to all men in order that he might win them to Christ. 

Ask: “What three groups of people did Paul specifically mention in this passage?” (Jews, Non-Jews, and weak Christians.) 
“What type of groups would be included in your list of those you are trying to impact?” (Answers may vary but should 
include things like cliques or social groups with which they are familiar). Point out that Paul spoke of freedom in the pas-
sage of Scripture. Ask: “What did he mean by this reference to liberty?” Distribute a sheet of paper to pairs of youth in 
your group. Instruct them to write a Christian Bill of Rights on the sheet based on the focal passage of Scripture. After 
a few minutes call on the pairs to share their list. Decide on the top ten Christian Bill of Rights to jot down under the 
banner you have labeled “Christian Bill of Rights.”

Call attention to the key ideas identified in the focal passage and listed in the Bill of Rights activity. Lead the youth to 
rank themselves on a scale of 1-10 in each area with 10 meaning that they are doing an excellent job in this area. Chal-
lenge them to jot down some ways they intend to improve their rankings. 
 
Remind the students that Paul challenged Christians to develop a winning lifestyle. Earlier the students were instruct-
ed to design a workout routine of a cross-country runner. Direct the youth to develop a weekly routine for winning 
Christians. Call on several volunteers to share their list of those routines (regular attendance at worship, quiet times, 
prayer time, Bible study, Christian fellowship, etc.). Point out that one of the aspects of godly intention is paying atten-
tion to important routines in the Christian life. 

Remind the youth how important freedom was to Paul. If time permits, make reference to several passages of Scrip-
ture where Paul mentioned the concept of freedom or liberty. Refer back to the Bill of Rights the students did. Point 
out that one of the things that made Paul so successful was that he knew when to sacrifice his freedom for the cause 
of Christ. He also knew there were certain aspects of the Christian walk he could not compromise. He knew when to 

Refining Your Impact

Christian Bill of Rights

Becoming All Things In Order To Save Some



compromise and when not to compromise. Divide the group into two teams. Give one team a blank sheet of paper 
and instruct them to come up with a list of principles or activities they should not give up or compromise no matter 
what the circumstances (salvation based on faith, Bible study, concept of grace, prayer, the priority of Scripture etc.). Give 
the second team a blank sheet of paper and instruct them to come up with a list of principles or activities they could 
give up if it meant having an impact for the cause of Christ (worship style, shopping at a particular store because of a 
negative product they sell, kissing, using certain words, certain kinds of music, etc.). After a few minutes, call on the teams 
to share their lists. Allow time for debate or discussion, if necessary. Be careful and open as to how you handle this 
activity. You may not agree with certain things the youth decide to put on their lists because of your own preferences. 
Keep the discussion based on Scripture. Also, be sure to point out that just because Paul was willing to be “all things to 
all men” did not mean he was not a person of conviction or principle. Sometimes we can be so culturally relevant we 
are of no kingdom good.
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Christian Worldview #1

Why Worldview Matters

The American Heritage Dictionary defines worldview as “the overall perspec-
tive from which one sees the world.” In other words, all of the beliefs about 
life, self, others, and God that people hold make up their worldview. This 
lesson likens worldview to the glasses through which our world is tinted and 
colored. Therefore, a pair of glasses (the higher the prescription, the better) 
and a reading chart like you might encounter at an optometrist’s office (can 
be made with markers and poster board) is needed. 

Unfortunately, many Christians do not have a Christian worldview. Because 
we inevitably must live in a secular world, interact with non-Christians, and 
consume secular products and media, we often think like the world thinks. In 
essence, we become Christians with a secular worldview. 

Your students are no exception. Many, if not most, of them see the world 
much like their secular friends do–even if they do not realize it. This lesson 
demonstrates the importance of a correct worldview by using Hebrews 
12:1-2 to illustrate that Christians are called to think differently than the world 
thinks, so our behaviors will please God. 

Leader Prep

Students will learn the mean-
ing of “worldview” and how 
their worldview influences 
how they see life.

Romans 12:1-2
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Select a student for a demonstration–preferably one who is not wearing glasses. Have the child put on a pair of prescription 
glasses that you have brought with you. Standing a measurable distance from the board, have the student attempt to read an eye 
chart in which the letters get smaller and smaller as the student reads farther down the chart. Inevitably, there should be some let-
ters the student will be unable to read that he/she might perhaps be able to read without wearing the glasses. The teaching point 
illustrated is “the lens  (worldview) through which we see life affects how we see life.”

Romans 12:1-2 teaches us about the importance of worldview. Like it or not, everyone has a worldview. We all have presupposi-
tions, biases, and principles that affect how we see life. A worldview is like a pair of eyeglasses through which we see the world. It 
tints the way we see other people and our circumstances. All of life shapes your worldview, even if you don’t realize it. 

We live in a world filled with people who do not know Christ and do not see life through the lens of the Scriptures. Everyday we 
are bombarded with their way of thinking, which shapes the movies we see, the conversations we have, the messages we hear on 
the radio, and so forth. If we are not careful, we will begin to think like they think and do what they do. When we see life like the 
rest of the world sees life, we will begin to “conform to the pattern of this world.” But, Paul says, there is a God-prescribed remedy 
to our pattern problem (1 Thessalonians 4:3).

Paul says that you should be “transformed by the renewing of your mind.” Just from the language, you can see that Paul is talking 
about a process. Adopting and accepting a Christian worldview doesn’t happen overnight. It takes time. It is a process of evaluat-
ing how and why we see the world the way we do. It is a process of weighing our thinking against the teachings of the Bible. 

In fact, the English word “renewing” in this passage translates a Greek word that gives us the English word “renovate.” The process 
of refining our worldview is a renovation process. Have you ever watched one of those TV shows where they are renovating a 
house? It takes a long time, and it can be messy. The same is true with the process of renovating our worldview. It takes constant 
effort and it can get messy. But we can’t give up. The way you think determines how you live. Renovating your worldview is a big 
step towards becoming a living sacrifice, which is something every Christian should be concerned about.

Suggested Discussion Questions:
“Living sacrifice” is an oxymoron. What does this phrase mean? Why does Paul say we should live this way? •	
How do we “conform to the pattern of this world?” •	
How does conforming to the world’s patterns prevent us from being a living sacrifice? •	
What does it mean to renew your mind? Is it automatic or a process? (2 Corinthians 7:1; Romans 8:29) •	
 Paul connects the idea of a changing worldview (“renewing of your mind”) with a changing lifestyle (“be transformed”). How •	
does the way we think influence the way we live? 
Read 1 Peter 1:15-16. How can you become more like our holy God in the way you think and live?•	
What is the biggest roadblock in your life to having a Christian mindset? •	

Challenge your students this week to think about the decisions they make and rather than simply asking “What…” to also ask 
“Why… .” When a friend asks them to do something they know they should not do, for example, they need to ask “Why do I (not) 
want to do this?” in addition to “What should I do?” The answer may be something like “I want to be popular, so I value the way 
popular people think about me.” These things should be written down in a personal journal, so students can evaluate their own 
worldview.

A New Pair of Glasses

Why I Do What I Do          
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Christian Worldview #2

Truth: The Foundation of  
Any Good Worldview

Once your students have established that one’s worldview matters, they need 
to know how to construct a proper worldview. A proper worldview should be 
based upon truth. And truth is found in the Word of God.

In John 18, Pilate gives us a picture of someone whose worldview, whose 
way of seeing life and making decisions, is not built upon truth. Pilate doesn’t 
even seem to know what role that truth should play in his life. He asks, “What 
is truth?” and admits more than once that he believes that Jesus is truly in-
nocent. However, when it came time to make a decision based upon Jesus’ 
innocence, he allowed the mobs to crucify Jesus. Pilate’s thinking was shaped 
by the opinions of others–in this case, his superiors in the government and 
the mobs of people he governed. 

Leader Prep

Students will learn the impor-
tance of forming a worldview 
built upon truth–primarily 
truth as it is expressed through 
scripture.

John 18:37-48; John 
17:17
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Bring a set of blocks to class. If you have children at home, you can borrow some of their toy blocks. If not, you might borrow some 
from the preschool or children’s ministries at your church. Depending on which resources are available, you may also use milk 
crates, shoeboxes, or other stackable boxes.

Stack a set of five or more boxes on a centrally located table and ask for a volunteer. Tell the volunteer to swiftly pull the bottom box 
out from under the stack without knocking the other boxes over. Inevitably, the volunteer will not be able to complete the task. If 
time is expendable, allow others to attempt to do this. Allow for a competitive spirit to emerge. The teaching point illustrated is “if 
you remove truth (the bottom block) from your worldview it will affect all aspects of your life.”

Just as the whole stack of blocks came crashing down, your whole life is affected when truth is not the foundation of your world-
view. Truth is a solid foundation because it never changes, but if your foundation is circumstances or others’ opinions, the rest of 
your life will crumble. In fact, Jesus said this in almost exactly the same way when He spoke about the man who built his house 
on solid ground rather than sinking sand (Matthew 7:24-27). Even when life’s rains come, if truth is your foundation, you will be 
secure. 

The same is true for your worldview. The way you think determines the decisions you make. Your decisions determine outcomes. 
In Pilate’s case, his thinking was shaped by the opinions of others. As a result, he made the decision to turn over Jesus. The out-
come was that the Son of God was innocently crucified. It is not enough to try to make right decisions. The problem exists further 
back in the process–to how you think, to your worldview. A good and stable worldview must be built upon truth. 

Where do we find truth? In the inspired Word of God–the Bible. Jesus called God’s Word “truth” in John 17. Though we can find 
truth and wisdom other places, this is the most reliable source of truth. So we must root ourselves in the Word so that our deci-
sions and outcomes will please the only opinion that really matters–God’s. 

Suggested Discussion Questions: 
Why would Pilate care if Jesus believed that He was king?•	
Why did Pilate ask Jesus “What is truth?” Was this a rhetorical question or did Pilate not know what truth is?•	
Based on Jesus’ words in John 17, where can we find truth?•	
Read the parable of the two builders in Matthew 7:24-27. What kinds of “sifting sands” do people often build their lives upon?•	

Challenge your students to take all of the worldview elements they wrote down over the past week and sort them into categories 
like “friends,” “God,” and “relationships.” Then, have them weigh them against the truth of Scripture. If you are able to do so, offer 
to spend time with willing students to talk about why they think the way they do and whether or not that worldview is founded 
upon truth or not.  Finally, encourage your students to consistently spend time reading their Bibles. After all, you can’t implement 
the truth if you don’t know the truth.

Worldview Building Blocks

Living On The Truth          
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Christian Worldview #3

Worldview Destinations

Once the students understand what a worldview is and how it should be based 
on truth, they should learn why this is so important. When one has a proper 
worldview that is based on the truth of God’s Word, it will lead them to faith in 
Christ. When one accepts a secular worldview, it leads to destruction. 

We live in a world of equality and political correctness. Today, many people be-
lieve there are several ways to God. These people believe that no religion is really 
better than others and if some one is a good person then he or she will ultimately 
make it to heaven. This worldview is called pluralism, and it is pervasive. 

Unfortunately, things are not much better within the church. LifeWay Research 
recently conducted a poll of Protestant churchgoers in which respondents were 
asked if they believed a person could obtain salvation through “religions other 
than Christianity.” Thirty-one percent of respondents shockingly agreed. It is 
imperative that we learn the clear biblical teaching on this: there is one and only 
one way to heaven and God–a relationship with Jesus Christ. 

Leader Prep

Students will learn that an in-
correct worldview ultimately 
leads to destruction, but a 
Christian worldview leads to 
eternal life. It is only through 
seeing God, life, and self cor-
rectly that we come to know 
Jesus as Savior and Lord. 

1 Timothy 2:5; 
Acts 4:12; John 14:6
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Bring a series of maps to class that encompass several different locations. Then ask the students to find and circle a 
particular town. Some students who do not have the correct map will not be able to complete the activity. After all, some 
students will not have the town included on their maps. This illustrates the point that one must have the right guide 
(Bible/Christian worldview) in order to locate and find a certain destination (heaven/a right relationship with God).

Just as one cannot find a particular destination without the corresponding map, so a person cannot get to the correct 
heavenly destination without having the right guide: the Bible. The Bible shows us the right road to take us to heaven 
after we die and gives us a clear purpose for life. 

Many people today have a worldview that says there are many ways to get to heaven. But we know that the Bible tells 
a different story. The Bible tells us that Jesus Christ is the only bridge between man and God (I Timothy 2:5). The Bible 
says that Jesus is the only one who can provide salvation unto eternal life (Acts 4:12). Even Jesus Christ Himself pro-
claimed that He was the way to get to God. Jesus left no room for another way.

A biblical worldview says that the one and only way to get to heaven is through a relationship with Jesus Christ. But 
this should not make us arrogant. It should move us to action. Because we know that Christ is the one and only way to 
heaven and because we know that others have an incorrect worldview that cannot possibly lead them to heaven, we 
must be on mission for God to share the good news of the Bible with others. 

Suggested Discussion Questions:
Why do you believe what you believe?•	
Jesus said he was “the way, the truth, and the life.” What is significant about this?•	
1 Timothy 2:5 tells us that Jesus is the only mediator between God and man. Which “mediator” are your friends of •	
other faiths (or no faith) pursuing?
How can you bridge the spiritual gap with friends who have a vastly different worldview than you do?•	

Pick one friend with a vastly different worldview and challenge him or her to consider your worldview alongside theirs. 
Share with them what Scripture teaches about Jesus Christ and how He alone is able to provide salvation. If your 
friend is pluralistic and believes that all religions are correct, point out Jesus’ words and ask them how Christianity and 
any other religion can be true if Christianity is based on these claims. Remember to be kind and respectful, rather than 
argumentative, condescending, and judgmental. Practice the art of listening.

Which Map Are You Using?

The One and Only

Worldview Challenge          
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Christian Worldview #4

Worldviews at an Impasse

Today, students come into contact with incorrect worldviews daily. In order 
to prepare for these interactions, your students must know how to discern 
false worldviews from a Christian worldview and be able to articulate their 
worldview correctly. Even as students, we should confront false worldviews 
with the truth of God’s Word and the gospel of Jesus Christ. When worldviews 
collide, we are able to truly be on mission for God.

When students graduate and attend college, they often leave the faith for a 
period of time, if not forever. One reason this happens is that their worldview 
undergoes intense testing in an academic environment. If they do not know 
what they believe and why they believe it, they are more likely to doubt it. 
One of the benefits of sharing the gospel with others is that we are able to 
sharpen our minds and refine our belief system. 

When your students come face to face with a worldview that conflicts with 
Christianity, they must recognize it and begin to confront it. Yet, they must 
realize that even though we are commanded to confront falsities with the 
truth, we are to do so in love, gentleness, compassion, and respect. 

Leader Prep

 Students will learn about 
opposing worldviews that 
are prevalent today and how 
these are at odds with the 
Scriptures. Students should  
be able to discern a false 
worldview from a Christian 
worldview. 

2 Timothy 4:2;  
2 Timothy 2:23-26; 
1 Peter 3:15-16
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Just as an untested cord is not easily trusted, one’s worldview is proved trustworthy through being challenged and 
surviving. In this lesson, you should play a game of devil’s advocate to test your students’ worldviews. Begin by taking 
a stack of index cards and writing a worldview challenge question on each one. Then ask for a volunteer to come 
forward and select a card out of the stack. These cards should have common challenging questions like “Why do you 
believe that the Bible is the reliable Word of God?” and “If I never become a Christian but I am a good person, why can’t 
I go to heaven?” When the student answers the question, continue to push them by asking a series of why follow-up 
questions. This illustrates the importance of being able to defend your beliefs.

There are several worldviews out there that clearly conflict with Christianity. Secularism, for example, is rampant today. 
This view says that if God exists, he is not worthy of a place of authority in our lives, communities, or public policies. 
However, we know from Scripture that God is jealous. He demands that we include Him in all of life.  

Some other false worldviews are: 

Atheism: This view states that God does not exist, but we know that God exists for many reasons, not the least of 
which being the divine attributes expressed in the world around us. (Psalm 14:1, Romans 1:18-20)

Evolution: This teaching states that all of life originated from nothingness over a massive period of time without any 
assistance from God. (Genesis 1:1)

Pluralism/Universalism: These views were discussed in an earlier lesson, and they claim that people can achieve 
salvation even if they never accept Christ. (Acts 4:12)

Opposing Religions and Cults: While not technically a worldview, there are other religions in the world such as 
Hinduism, Buddhism, Islam, and cults such as Mormonism and Christian Science.  These views either deny the Bible or 
twist the teachings of Christianity.  (John 14:6)

These views clearly conflict with Christianity, and it is our job to share the truth of God’s Word with those who hold these 
views. We are on mission for God in a world of diverse worldviews, but we must always speak with love (1 Peter 3:14-15).

Suggested Discussion Questions:
Why do you believe what you believe? Because it is true or because you were raised that way?•	
Why is your worldview truer than someone else’s?•	
Is it our job to help others with incorrect worldviews “see the light” or should we just tolerate every worldview?•	
Who in your life can you share truth with?•	

Challenge your students to go out and face friends with the gospel. If they feel like they need some practice 
first, have them get together with some Christian friends and role-play to sharpen each other. Don’t forget: 
practice makes perfect!

Defend What You Believe

Battling Worldviews

Worldview Challenge          
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