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The writer of the letter to the 
Hebrews expressed differently 

the same conviction, ‘And then all [the 
heroes of the faith who had gone before] 

having obtained a good report through faith 
(faithfulness), received not the promises: God 

having provided some better thing for us that they 
without us would not be made perfect for us, 

i.e., reach the intended goal.’ The picture 
is that of a relay race. Those who have run 

faithfully in their part of the race now 
hand on to others the cause in which 

they have striven so well. And now 
ours is the responsibility, which 
rests upon us as an evangelical 

body committed to sharing 
the Good News of 

Christ Jesus.”
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The known history of the Baptist 
Convention of Maryland/

Delaware really starts with Henry 
Sater and Chestnut Ridge Baptist 
Church, which began before the 
American Revolution. That was 
followed by Winter’s Run, First 
Baptist Church, Baltimore, Second 
Baptist Church and the others 
that came in succession.

There were many other denom-
inations. The Anglican Church 
was the recognized “state church” 
requiring taxes, from 1692 until the 
American Revolution. 

As Baptist churches began to 
grow in number, they found that 
their shared emphasis on free-
dom from a hierarchical body of 
control over the denomination 
left them a bit lonely and in 
need of partnership. 

There were issues that had to 
be resolved. The term “Baptists” 
applied to those who had a com-
mon belief in the sole authority of 
the Bible, congregational govern-
ment, local church autonomy, 
separation of church and state, 
believer’s baptism and full religious 
liberty, but there were some strong 
differences regarding election and 
how it affected missions outreach. 

“Particular” Baptists believed 
that Christ died for “particular” per-
sons and General Baptists believed 
in general atonement. And within 
those schisms, there was the ques-
tion of missions, whether churches 
should work to share the gospel 
of Jesus or whether evangelism 
efforts would thwart the work of 
the Holy Spirit. 

As early as 1707 churches in the 

Philadelphia and Pennsylvania 
area organized an association 
“authorized by their churches to 
mediate and execute designs for 
the common good.” The Philadel-
phia Association was the oldest 
in the country and was patterned 
after associations in England and 
Wales. They were loosely organized 

without power, but could advise 
the local church. 

By 1763 there were 29 affiliated 
churches from Pennsylvania, New 
Jersey, New York, Connecticut, 
Virginia and Maryland, which in-
cluded Harford Baptist Church and 
First Baptist Church of Baltimore. 

In 1792, the Harford con-
gregation withdrew to join an 
association with Frederick Town, 
Hammond’s Branch, Taneytown, 
Seneca and Huntington, Pa., to 
start a small association in Mary-
land. A few years later, First Baptist 
Church of Baltimore joined as well. 
The move was more convenient 
and helped a budding loyalty to a 

Maryland entity. 
It was first called the 

association of the Eastern 
Shore or Salisbury Association 
but later became known as the 
Baltimore Association. 

There was disagreement regard-
ing the missions question. Though 
it is believed the “Old Baltimore 
Association” was not “hyper-Cal-
vinistic,” there were some that be-
came powerful in the organization 
causing many churches to leave. 

Maryland Baptist Union 
Association formed

In October 1836, six churches 
met at First Baptist Church, Balti-
more and formed another associ-
ation called the Maryland Baptist 
Union Association. They were the 
First Baptist Church of Baltimore, 
the Calvert Street Church of 
Baltimore, Pikesville, Gunpowder, 

Taneytown and the Navy Yard 
Church of Washington.  
At the time, 478 Baptists held 

membership in these churches. 
The group adopted a 

constitution to supply destitute 
neighborhoods with preaching; 
encourage the reading of 
scripture and evangelical books 
and tracks; promote fellowship, 
and “afford opportunity 
during sessions for preaching, 
exhortation and other 
devotional exercises.”

They also voted to, in no case, 
interfere with the internal affairs 
of the churches. 

That little group grew. Just 
three years after the union was 
formed, God sent revival that 

4

baptist beginnings in 
maryland

Second Baptist Church



Franklin Wilson (1822-1896) was a native of Maryland, born in 1822. His grandfather was 
shipping magnate William Wilson, a 1770 Irish immigrant to Baltimore who built up the city’s 
second largest clipper ship business.

Wilson aspired to the calling of pastor in his early life. He accepted the pastorate of 
the church William Crane founded, then called High Street, but throat trouble end-
ed his preaching career prematurely. He resigned in 1852 after only four years in 
the pulpit.

He was the first state executive director of the Maryland Baptist Union 
Association, and served forty years at this post, 1847 to 1887. After 
leaving the pulpit, he turned his energies to the office of executive 
secretary and editor of the Maryland Baptist paper, The True 
Union. He stayed faithfully at the first post long enough to 
see the Union Association grow from sixteen churches 
and 1,802 total members to fifty-six churches with 
11,484 members. In his day, Wilson was second in influ-
ence in Maryland only to Richard Fuller.

Wilson, as executive secretary, set an example as one who 
understood the importance of strengthening churches and 
starting new work. Under his tenure, the Baltimore Baptist Church 
Extension Society was formed in 1854 to cooperatively support new and 
financially limited churches. Also, he gave sacrificially of his own resources. 
In one fifteen-year period, denominational causes received $50,000 from his 
personal funds. Independently wealthy because of his family’s business, he did not 
accept a salary for his office as executive secretary.

He also set the standard for a vision as wide as the world. From the beginning of his 
ministry, Franklin Wilson viewed the world as his mission field. He was a lifelong supporter of 
foreign missions. Wilson’s greatest influence came as editor of The True Union. Before the Civil 
War, it served as the major means of communication about issues as diverse as the place of women 
in church life, revival methodology, church and state conflicts, the ethics of reading novels, the state of 
the Union, and slavery.

came from a Great Awakening preacher, Jacob 
Knapp, almost tripling the size of the association. 

Giants in the faith, including Richard Fuller, 
William Crane, Joshua Levering and Franklin 
Wilson, arrived and strengthened the organization 
even more with their preaching, administration 
and financial support. 

Wilson served as the first state executive director 
of the Maryland Baptist Union Association, and 
served forty years at this post, 1847 to 1887, 
without compensation. 

Maryland was one of the nine states at 
the formation of the SBC in Augusta, Ga., in 

1845. Richard Fuller preached the first 
convention sermon in 1846 and chaired 
the committee that established the 
constitution of the new 
denomination. 

--Sharon Mager
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Franklin Wilson, Maryland’s 
first state executive director



first churches
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There were several first churches in Maryland’s Baptist 
history. Among them were the following:

Chestnut Ridge Baptist Church
According to historical records, the first Baptist influence in 

Maryland is traced back to Henry Sater, the great-great-great 
grandfather of Annie Armstrong, who immigrated from England 
in his teens and became a generous tobacco farmer. Sater owned 
over a thousand acres on a high plateau called Chestnut Ridge 
about nine miles northwest of Baltimore Town. He regularly invit-
ed visiting Baptist pastors to hold services in his home.

He eventually erected a red brick “meeting house” and in the 
mid-1700s he deeded the house, on an acre of land for church 
meetings, burials and other church activities “forever and to the 
end of the world.”  The property had a stream nearby, convenient 
for baptisms. The trustees were Henry Loveall, Thomas West, 
William Towson and William Brown. They were “Six-Principle 
General Baptists,” who practiced foot washing and the laying on 
of hands as a special impartation of the Holy Spirit. 

The church was called Chestnut Ridge. During the Ameri-
can Revolution, the members were disbursed and the church 
ceased to operate. After the war, some of the “scattered frag-
ments” were gathered through the ministry of John Davis and 
were reorganized under the name of “Saters.” The “meeting 
house” was eventually enlarged. Chestnut Ridge Church, as it is 
called now, is the oldest continuous running church in Mary-
land, however the church property and cemetery property are 
owned by different organizations. 

first Baptist Church of baltimore (Town)
In the late 1700s, a small group of believers from the Harford 

area are believed to have moved to “Baltimore Town” and 
were meeting with John Davis, aka “Father Davis,” about once 
a month. The group was determined to establish a church in 
Baltimore. They purchased a half acre lot in Jones’ addition of 
Baltimore Town from the estate of William Towson, father-in-law 
of Henry Sater, for one hundred and fifty-pounds for a public 
meeting house and burying place. They erected a church 
house that was forty by sixty feet, and they added a small 
school house and parsonage. The site is now that of the Old 
Baltimore Shot Tower. 

Photos (Top): First Baptist Church of Baltimore; (Bottom): The 
Maryland History Society commemorates the original site of Saters 
Church.

1742 
Chestnut Ridge Baptist Church 
founded in Lutherville, Md. (part of 
original building is still being used)

18th Century

1785 
First Baptist Church of Baltimore 
Town organized on land by Jones 
Falls (where the Shot Tower now 
stands)

1793 
Nanjemoy Baptist Church was 
constituted. Four men from Virginia 
crossed the Potomac and started 
preaching in the Nanjemoy area in 
1790. Nanjemoy was the seventh 
church to join the Maryland Baptist 
Union Association in 1837.

1797 
Second Baptist Church of Baltimore 
began a Sunday school, reported to 
be one of the first to use the Bible 
as its only textbook and with all 
volunteer teachers.

1800 
Joseph Mettam, in the early 1800s, 
traveled a thousand miles, preached 
one hundred and ten sermons, 
distributed seven thousand pages 
of tracts, plus Bibles and testament, 
and baptized nine.

19th Century

By 
Sharon 
Mager
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Baptisms were held in the convenient waters of Jones’ 
Falls. The First Baptist Church was formally organized 
in 1785. Lewis Richards, a native of Wales, was the first 
pastor of the church. He was originally a “Wesleyan” who 
continued his education at Orphan House, the Whitfield 
College in Georgia and as a result of his studies, became 
Baptist. He served the Baltimore church for 30 years. 

After Pastor Richards died, the  church went through 
some discord, but continued to grow. In 1818, they moved 
to the corner of Lombard and Sharp Streets and built a 
church with a great dome, nicknamed “Old Round Top” 
in the style of Rome’s Pantheon. The building auditori-
um was said to be the biggest in the city and the cost of 
$56,000 at that time was vast.

The church doubled its membership through the 
revival services of 1839. That doubled the membership 
of the new Maryland Baptist Union Association from 
565 to 1,183. 

nanjemoy Baptist Church
According to writings by George F. Adams, the 

gospel as understood and practiced by Bap-
tists entered Charles County in the year 1790 
by preachers William Fristoe, Jeremiah 
Moore, Andrew Leach and Henry 
Hagan, all from the “opposite side 
of the Potomac.” 

On December 15, 1791, 
Thomas Perry sold one 
acre of land, parts 
of the tract called 
“Morris Discovery” 
to George 
Dunnington, 
trustee 
for the 



Photos (below left): Nanjemoy Baptist Church, the seventh church to 
join the Maryland Baptist Union Association (MBUA).  (Center): 

Established by Joseph Mettam, Mettam Memorial 
Church, Pikesville, Md.,  joined with five other 

churches to start the MBUA.
(Top right): Richard Fuller, 

pastor of Seventh 
Baptist Church
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1836 
On October 27, Maryland Baptist 
Union Association (MBUA), now the 
BCM/D, organized with six churches, 
at First Baptist, Baltimore.

19th Century

1845 
Maryland is one of nine states at the 
formation of the Southern Baptist 
Convention in Augusta, Ga.

1846 
MBUA sent $100 to SBC Domestic 
Board for support of a missionary 
in Maryland.

1847 
Noah Davis, a former Virginia slave, 
freed with money from Baltimore 
Baptists, is appointed a missionary 
of MBUA and SBC among the 
“colored” of Baltimore.

Franklin Wilson became first 
Executive Director of MBUA.

1849 
The True Union, Maryland Baptist 
news journal ((now called 
BaptistLIFE), was first issued 
in December. The True Union 
was created and financed by 
businessman William Crane, 
an active layman in local, state, 
national, and international 
Baptist mission work. 

Baptist Church in Nanjemoy. The cost was three shillings and 
nine pence and it was to be used for no other purpose than the 
Baptist church. New believers were baptized in the Potomac River. 

The church joined the Maryland Baptist Union Association 
in 1837, the seventh church to join the union, and has been 
prolific in birthing churches, with four direct plants, seven 
“grandchildren,”  seven “great grandchildren,” and two great-
great grandchildren. 

second Baptist Church of baltimore
Second Baptist Church dates back to 1795 when three young 

families who were members of Friar Lane Baptist Church of Leices-
ter, England, determined to come to America. They were led by a 
silk dyer, John Healey, who chose Baltimore after studying “Morse’s 
Geography” and learning from others about the “deplorable condi-
tions” and “low and groveling vice” that prevailed in the city. 

The little group started Second Baptist Church. They strug-
gled through many tribulations including a bout of yellow fever 
in 1811 when the congregation was building a larger church on 
Fleet Street. But the church continued and stood as a missionary 
church in a period of anti-missionary spirit. 

The church pioneered Sunday school work, establishing 
in 1797 what some records indicate was the first “Lord’s Day” 
school in America. Instruction was entirely from Bible and 
teachers were volunteers. 

Taneytown Baptist Church
There were a few Baptists in the Taneytown area as far back 

as the late 1700s. They began having occasional meetings in the 
home of Mr. Chas Jones and various preachers visited.

Taneytown Church organized in May, 1791. Their first pastor 
was Rev. William Clingham, who served until 1803. The church, 
never really large, served with and without a pastor through-
out the years. 

Taneytown was one of the first churches that joined the 
Maryland Union Association. Their building was a plain 
log structure built by neighbors. It was renovated 
in 1836 when Rev. Joseph Mettam of Pikesville 
became their pastor.  The association had its 
session at Taneytown in 1838. 

-- Adapted from “You are a Great People; Maryland/
Delaware Baptists, 1742-1998,” by W. Loyd Allen, 

“Baltimore Baptists” by Rosaline Robinson 
Levering, and bcmd.org.
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Richard 

Fuller 
(1804-1876),  

delivered the first annual 
convention sermon of the 

Southern Baptist Convention; 
baptized Annie Armstrong, and 
preached at the height of the War 
Between the States where half of 
his church fellowship wore blue 
and half wore gray. He was Harvard-
educated, a lawyer, and a slave-
owning preacher who wanted to 
look at slavery “with a calm and 

impartial judgment” from a 
border state.

He was born in April, 
1804, in Beaufort, 

South Carolina. His 
father, Thomas 

Fuller was 

converted the year before Richard 
was born and developed a godly 
heritage into his family. Richard 
enrolled at Harvard in 1820 at 
the age of 16, and became one of 
the best students in his class. He 
developed tuberculosis and was 
forced to leave school, staying in 
Northampton, Massachusetts, the 
town made famous by Jonathan 
Edwards. Although he only attended 
Harvard for two and a half years, his 
academic standing with the faculty 
was so high that they voted to give 
him a degree with the class of 1824.

He was converted, ordained and 
called as pastor of the Beaufort 
Baptist Church where he served for 
15 years. He excelled in debates and 
is most remembered for his debate 
published in the book Domestic 
Slavery Considered as a Scriptural 
Institution. It is said he cares for his 
slaves kindly and offered to free 
them to any reader who could give 
him “bond and security” that their 
condition would be improved. It 
is noted that he was “baptized in 
the river with several Negroes” 

and he lost some old friends 
because of this.

In 1847 Fuller accepted 

the pastorate of the Seventh Baptist 
Church in Baltimore.  In 1871 the 
membership completed a new 
building to house a mission of which 
Fuller, himself, became pastor. He 
preached his last sermon at the 
Eutaw Place Baptist Church in 1876.

Fuller’s influence on Baptists 
nationally was enormous. He 
chaired the committee that 
established the constitution of the 
new denomination. He preached 
the first convention sermon in 1846 
and was elected SBC president in 
1859-60. In Baltimore he baptized 
such leaders as Joshua Levering and 
Annie Armstrong. During the Civil 
War, he and William Crane bridged 
the gap and held the ropes for 
foreign missionaries separated from 
the SBC Foreign Mission Board in 
Richmond by the fighting.

Fuller’s great gift was preaching. 
His voice is as “soft and gentle as 
the strains of an Aeolian harp,” 
according to his successor, W. T. 
Brantly, Jr, yet it was capable of 
ringing out “with trumpet power.” 
Descriptions of his force behind the 
pulpit still convey a sense of the awe 
and pathos he stirred in his hearers.

who was richard fuller?
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founding 
of the 

southern 
baptist 

convention

This artistic  
representation of the first 
SBC meeting in Augusta, 

Ga., in 1845 features 
Baltimore pastor Richard 

Fuller (center).

Founding Charter of the 
Southern Baptist Convention:

“...for the purpose of eliciting, 
combining, and directing 

the energies of the Baptist 
denomination of 

Christians, for the 
propagation 

of the Gospel...”
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There was no such thing as a 
“Southern Baptist” during the 

first 100 years of Maryland Baptist tra-
dition. At the time, a Triennial Convention, 

which met every three years, was founded in 
1814 as the first national Baptist denomination 

in the United States. Headquartered in Philadelphia, 
Pa., it was formed to advance missionary work.

During the 1840s, Baptists, among other denomina-
tions, on a national level constantly debated slavery, a topic 

which forced Maryland Baptists to choose between the industri-
alized North or agricultural South. Abolitionists forced the issue to 
the floor, as moderate leadership from the North and pro-slavery 
representatives from the South sought to resolve the conflict by 
adopting a policy of neutrality toward the slavery question. 

An 1839 statement by the Home Mission Society, headed at the 
time by Maryland’s Spencer H. Cone, declared the slavery question 
outside the province of the Board’s jurisdiction, as stated in their 
constitution. Seeing schism drawing ever nearer, the Triennial Con-
vention met at First Baptist, Baltimore and adopted the “Baltimore 
Compromise,” which essentially expressed the same neutrality. All 
the Maryland representatives to the Triennial Convention in Balti-
more in 1841 signed the article of compromise. The driving motive 
of Maryland Baptists was to preserve the union of the states. The 
very existence of Maryland, as a border state, was threatened by 
the breakup of the Union. 

The primary Maryland Baptist spokesperson on this issue was 
Richard Fuller, pastor of Seventh Baptist in Baltimore. He believed 
slavery was wrong, but slaveholding was not a sin. A slaveholder 
himself, he did not extricate himself from the practice.

Declaring the antislavery stance of the board a violation of the 
constitutions under which they served, Baptists in the South met 
in Augusta, Ga., on May 8, 1845, and formed a separate denomina-
tional structure, the Southern Baptist Convention. Among the nine 
states represented, two Marylanders were present, layman William 
Crane and the pastor of Sixth Baptist in Baltimore, J.A. McKean. 
Like the Triennial Convention, the SBC’s purpose was gospel 
missions; but unlike the Triennial, the unspoken source of the new 
convention’s solidarity was approval of slavery. 

No matter how individual Maryland Baptists stood in regard 
to slavery, what the Maryland Baptist Union Association saw as 
central to its identity was not slavery; it was Sunday school work, 
revival, church planting, higher education and other ministries. 

--Adapted from “You are a Great People, Maryland/
Delaware Baptists, 1742-1998” by W. Loyd Allen

19th Century

1850 
Joseph M. Harden, black member 
of Seventh, Baltimore, appointed 
by SBC Foreign Mission Board to 
the Liberian Mission (1853 Harden 
moved to Lagos, Nigeria).

1853 
Southern Baptist Convention met in 
Baltimore.

1854 
Baltimore Baptist Church Extension 
Society formed; MBUA began 
German work.

1856 
SBC Foreign Mission Board 
appointed Rosewell H. Graves to 
China from Maryland.

1862
Provisional Foreign Mission Board 
formed in Baltimore. MBUA approved 
William Crane as agent to collect and 
send funds to missionaries of SBC cut 
off from Richmond by the Civil War.

1868
Mrs. Ann Graves, mother of 
missionary Rosewell Graves, invited 
SBC women to meet in support of 
missions while in Baltimore for the 
SBC annual convention.

1871
Woman’s Mission To Women began 
with goal to support foreign missions.

1882
Woman’s Home Mission Society of 
Maryland constituted.

1882
Mission Rooms opened in Baltimore: 
MBUA sponsored; Woman’s 
Missionary Societies operated 
(forerunner of mission literature 
departments of SBC).

Oliver Gregory became Executive 
Director.



12

Along with the influx of European immigrants to Baltimore came 
a rising population of free blacks. In 1755, blacks accounted for 

less than two percent of all free persons in Maryland; by 1840, this 
number had reached 16.3 percent. African-Americans had probably 
been members of Maryland Baptist churches from the beginning. 
Others, slave and free, are found on the rolls of Maryland’s Baptist 
churches before the Civil War, but no African-American church was 
founded until 1836.

As early as 1818, an unnamed black Baptist minister preached 
for about a year in Baltimore at a private home on Potter Street, 
but no church was organized. Minutes of First Baptist Church of 
Baltimore, on July 28, 1817, record a vote giving African-American 
Charles Thomas “free liberty to exercise his gifts amongst the peo-
ple of color,” though nothing more is known of his ministry.

Soon after arriving in Baltimore in 1834, William Crane invited 
an ex-slave he had known in Virginia to begin “colored” work in 
Maryland. Earning his living as a carpenter, Moses Clayton began 
a Sunday school in an old school building. He also held services 
there on Sunday with a congregation of impoverished free blacks, a 
majority of whom were usually members of his immediate family.

From these small beginnings, the first African-American Baptist 
church in Maryland was constituted on February 20, 1836. It was 
the first of four in Maryland before 1860. Pastors John Healey of 
Second Baptist, Stephen P. Hill of First, and George F. Adams of 
High Street assisted.

First Colored Church of Baltimore had increased to 52 members 
by 1844, the year it joined the Maryland Baptist Union Association 
(MBUA). Clayton, who persevered despite his lack of formal training 
and the prejudice which surrounded his work, resigned his church 
in 1849. John Carey was elected pastor. He had a stormy two-year 
tenure before leading out a splinter group to form Third Colored 
Baptist Church of Baltimore (later Union Baptist) in 1852. This 
church was the first black Baptist church in Maryland formed inde-
pendently of the white congregations. It quickly joined the MBUA, 
which subsidized the pastor’s salary for many years.

At the urging of layman Crane, the MBUA planted a third 
African-American congregation before the Civil War.  After approv-
ing $200 for procuring a missionary to the black population of 
Baltimore in 1846, the Executive Board “invited a very intelligent 
preacher, Noah Davis, from Fredericksburg, Va., and were much 
pleased with his qualifications..., but as he was a slave, and as 

first ‘colored’ baptist 
churches in maryland

19th Century

1884
Southern Baptist Convention met in 
Baltimore.

1888 
Woman’s Missionary Union, 
Auxiliary of Southern Baptist 
Convention, formed in Richmond, 
Va., with Miss Annie W. Armstrong 
of Baltimore as Corresponding 
Secretary; WMU Headquarters, 
1888-1921 in Baltimore.

1893 
Immigrant mission work began at 
port of Baltimore when SBC Home 
Mission Board appointed Miss Marie 
Buhlmaier to work with Germans 
and other groups.

1895 
Annie Armstrong proposed first 
WMU self-denial offering for Home 
Missions (renamed in 1933 to 
honor Miss Armstrong). Maryland 
Baptists gave 76 cents per member 
to Foreign Missions; south-wide 
average was 8 cents.

1896 
Marie Buhlmaier, a young German 
woman, worked with the immigrants 
at the Baltimore port. During the 
time of World War I she was thought 
to be a German spy. In 1903, 
the Home Mission Board of the 
SBC began to support her with a 
thousand dollars a year.

1903
E. B. Hatcher became Executive 
Director. His tenure as leader of the 
MBUA was during the Progressive 
Era in America. Associational 
structures for delivering ministry and 
cooperating with existing ministries 
began in earnest--an active, hopeful 
reform spirit. Hatcher initiated a 
training school for women church 
workers. Sunday school, evangelism 
and youth work surfaced.

20th Century
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Photos: (Top): Noah Davis, missionary to the 
black people of Baltimore. (Bottom): William 
Crane, who was instrumental in establishing the 
Maryland Baptist Union Association (MBUA) 
and African-American Baptist work.

the sum demanded for his freedom was more... the matter 
was suspended.”

Early the next year, Davis again visited Baltimore, engaged in 
collecting subscriptions in the Baptist churches to purchase his 
freedom and examine the field of labor. 

At the fall 1846 annual meeting MBUA messengers told their 
Executive Board to appropriate $100 to the year-old “Southern 
Missionary Convention of Baptists” with the understanding the 
sum was to be used for support of a missionary in Baltimore. In 
1848 the Domestic Board of the SBC (now North American Mission 
Board) appointed Noah Davis as missionary to the black people of 
Baltimore at a salary of $200 a year with the money from Maryland 
being used for this purpose. 

Davis was ordained in October 1848 and before November 
he founded Second Colored Baptist Church of Baltimore (later 
Saratoga Street African Baptist Church) with four members. In 1855, 
this ministry was greatly expanded. William Crane put together the 
finances to erect a building at the corner of Saratoga and Calvert 
Streets, which housed the church on the ground floor and a day 
school for African-American men and women 
above. The school specialized in educating 
missionaries for Africa.

As Davis’ ministry prospered, he personally 
was involved in raising money to free his family 
from slavery. He ultimately was able to secure 
freedom for himself and his wife, but only some 
of their children. 

He also faced other hardships, including an 
assault, which left him confined to his room 
for over a month, and the shattering of his 
ministry brought on by the Civil War, which 
killed his life’s work. 

Seventy people were added to his church 
in an 1861 revival, but the financially strapped 
SBC had to withdraw its support. By 1866, Da-
vis had become too weak to preach and soon 
died. His congregation disbanded. Notwith-
standing, this former slave was the closest tie 
to the Southern Baptist Convention the MBUA 
had prior to the Civil War. 

--Adapted from “You are a Great People, Maryland/
Delaware Baptists, 1742-1998” by W. Loyd Allen
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Some call her “indefatigable.” John Roberts calls her “indomitable.” 
Roberts is pastor emeritus of Woodbrook Church, formerly known as 

Eutaw Place Church, where Annie Walker Armstrong spent three-fourths of 
her life in ministry. 

Beginning his ministry at Eutaw Place in 1959, Roberts followed 
Armstrong’s pastor, W. Clyde Atkins, in the pastorate. Though he 

never met the woman who is the namesake of the annual 
Annie Armstrong Easter Offering for North American Mis-

sions, her legacy has left an astounding impact on his 
church, on Baltimore, and beyond.

Who is this indomitable Annie Armstrong?
Born in 1850 in the industrial port city 

of Baltimore, Md., Armstrong, or “Miss 
Annie” as she was affectionately 

known, attended Seventh 
Church, which at the time 

met at Paca and Sara-
toga Streets (the 

current site of 
the Shrine 

of Saint 
Jude).

The impact of Annie 
Armstrong’s efforts in the 
last century can still be 
felt in Baptist life today, 
especially in the 
following ministries:

Founder and 
President, Ladies’ 
Bay View Mission
Armstrong started the La-
dies’ Bay View Mission, an 
organization that cared 
for the poor, located on 
the site where Johns 
Hopkins Bayview Medical 
Center now stands.

Corresponding 
Secretary, Woman’s 
Home Mission 
Society of Maryland
The Woman’s Home 
Mission Society of 
Maryland was formed 
after Armstrong and 
other women called 
a meeting of Baptist 
church representatives to 
cooperate with the Home 

Mission Board’s causes.  
          As president for 24 
years of this organization, 
Armstrong led support in 
projects in New Orleans, 
Cuba, among Chinese 
and German immigrants 
in Baltimore, and with 
African American women 
in their church work.

Corresponding 
Secretary, Mission 
Rooms
Armstrong became the 
corresponding secretary 
of the Mission Rooms in 
Baltimore. Sponsored 
by the Maryland Bap-
tist Union Association 
(the predecessor to the 
Baptist Convention of 
Maryland/Delaware), 
the missions library and 
reading room ultimately 
became a publisher and 
distributor of missions 
literature for the South-
ern Baptist Convention. 
The work was given to 

the SBC Sunday 
School Board in the 
early 1900s.

Corresponding 
Secretary, 
Woman’s Missionary 
Union
Armstrong became 
the first corresponding 
secretary (a position 
equivalent to today’s 
executive director) 
of the Woman’s 
Missionary Union, 
an auxiliary of the 
SBC, which formed in 
Richmond, Va., and 
whose headquarters 
were located in Baltimore 
from 1888-1921. 

Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering 
for Foreign Missions
Armstrong and Lottie 
Moon proposed a Christ-
mas Offering to raise 
money to send single 
women to China to

 
work with 
Moon. Enough
 money was raised 
to send three mission-
aries instead of just one. 
This offering became the 
precursor to the Lottie 
Moon Christmas Offering
for Foreign Missions, 
so named at Armstrong’s 
recommendation, 
which has raised 
over $3.9 billion 
for foreign 
missions to date.

Annie Armstrong 
Easter Offering for 
North American 
Missions
Armstrong proposed 
the first WMU self-de-
nial offering for Home 

The 
power of 
one person
Miss Annie’s early efforts to raise 
money for missionary support has 
blossomed to over $5.4 billion

Following in the footsteps of 
Miss Annie Armstrong in Baltimore
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Following in the footsteps of 
Miss Annie Armstrong in Baltimore

At Seventh, Armstrong was 
baptized at the age of 20, and 
shortly thereafter, joined over 100 
members from Seventh to pioneer 
a new work at Eutaw Place Church 
at Eutaw Place and Dolphin Street. 
There, Armstrong remained an 
active member for nearly 70 years, 
until her death in 1938.

Describing Armstrong as “a tall, 
stately, outspoken, strong-willed 
leader,” author Bobbie Sorrill 
credits Armstrong’s Harvard-ed-
ucated pastor Richard Fuller for 
building her deep convictions 
about missions.

With his preaching described as 
“logic on fire,” Fuller’s passionate 
Southern lawyer roots paved way 
for his influence in framing the 
Southern Baptist Convention, of 
which he preached its first annual 
sermon, giving Armstrong and oth-
ers an insider’s view into the birth 
of the denomination.

At the local church level, Arm-
strong taught in the Infant class 
(also called the Primary Depart-
ment, for children up to age 12) 

for 50 years. All the while, she 
maintained an interest in 

ministering to mothers, 
immigrants, the 

underprivileged, 
the sick, 

African 

Americans, Indians, and later in her 
life, her Jewish neighbors.

Accordingly, she worked at the 
Home of the Friendless, where she 
served on the board of managers 
for over 20 years. 

She started the Ladies’ Bay View 
Mission, in the same site as today’s 
Johns Hopkins Bayview Medical 
Center, which was formerly known 
as Baltimore City Hospital.

Armstrong’s ties to Baltimore 
were even more numerous. Her 
great-great-great grandfather was 
Henry Sater, who built the first 
known Baptist church in Maryland. 
A childless widower at 50, Sater 
later married Dorcas Towson, of 
the family whose name lives on 
in the community Towson, who 
became Armstrong’s great-
great-great grandmother.

Like most Baltimor-
eans, Armstrong lived 
in row homes—on 
North Calvert 
Street 
with her 
parents, 
James Dunn 
and Mary Eliz-
abeth, and later 
on McCullough Street, 
when her father died. In 
her elder years, she moved 
to Cecil Apartments, which 
adjoin Eutaw Place Church.

Not only did Armstrong embrace 
Baltimore with the love of Christ, 

but her reach also extended to 
the uttermost parts of the 

world. Most notable are 
her efforts in missions 

education and 

missions support.
In 1880, in her first prominent 

leadership position, Armstrong 
served as the first president of the 
Woman’s Baptist Home Mission So-
ciety of Maryland, which involved 
women in supporting the Home 
Mission Board (now North Ameri-
can Mission Board) of the South-
ern Baptist Convention. The 
society’s first priority 
locally was forming an 
Indian school and 
ministering to 
Chinese im-
migrants. 

The 
organization 
also provided 
(cont. on p. 18)

Missions. Renamed after 
Armstrong in 1934, the 
annual Annie Armstrong 
Easter Offering for North 
American Missions has 
accumulated over $1.54 
billion to date.

By 
Shannon 

Baker
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Following in the footsteps of Miss Annie (continued)

Miss Annie left touches all over Baltimore and beyond, as shown in 
the map below (see legend on next page):



17

1. ARMSTRONG’S 
BIRTHPLACE: 

41 North Calvert (now called the 
Galleria in the Inner Harbor)
Armstrong first lived at the cor-
ner of Pratt and Calvert Street, 
over a tobacco shop owned by 
her father.

2. SECOND HOME: 

1020 McCulloh Street (building 
was torn down and replaced with 
an apartment building) 
Armstrong’s family moved to 
the “suburbs” after Armstrong’s 
father’s death in 1856.

3. THIRD HOME: 

1423 McCulloh Street (Baltimore 
townhouse still used today) 
Armstrong lived here from 1863 
until 10 years before her death.

4. LAST HOME: 

1123 N. Eutaw Street in the Cecil 
Apartments directly behind Eutaw 
Place Baptist Church (now City 
Temple of Baltimore-Baptist)

5. SEVENTH BAPTIST 
CHURCH: 

Corner of Saratoga and Paca 
Streets (now the Shrine of St. Jude)
Armstrong was baptized in this 
church in 1870, the same church 
where her mother was a mem-
ber and had reared her family.

6. SEVENTH BAPTIST 
CHURCH: 

The current location of Seventh 
Baptist Church is on 30 E. North 
Ave. 

7. EUTAW PLACE BAPTIST 
CHURCH: 

Corner of Eutaw and Dolphin 

Streets (now City Temple of 
Baltimore-Baptist)
This church was Armstrong’s 
home church from 1871, when 
it was formed, until her death 
in 1938. There, she taught the 
Infants class and led a Moth-
er’s Club for under-privileged 
women.

8. HOME OF THE 
FRIENDLESS:

Druid Hill Avenue
Armstrong volun-
teered at this shelter for 
destitute children.

9. LADIES’ BAY VIEW 
MISSION:

At the current site of Johns 
Hopkins Bayview Medical 
Center
Organization Armstrong 
founded and served as presi-
dent to help the destitute and 
poor of Baltimore.

10. MISSION ROOMS 
AND FIRST WMU 
HEADQUARTERS: 

10 East Fayette Street 
The Mission Rooms served as a 
missionary library and reading 
room, which became the mis-
sionary literature department 
of the SBC until the work was 
given to the Sunday School 
Board in the early 1900s. Arm-
strong was in charge and when 
she became corresponding 
secretary of WMU in 1888, this 
also became the national WMU 
headquarters.

11. GREENMOUNT 
CEMETERY:
Greenmount Avenue at Oliver 

Grave site of Armstrong (Go to 
cemetery, see map of cemetery 
P, site #40, plot #63.)

12. WOODBROOK BAPTIST 
CHURCH 

25 Stevenson Lane (formerly 
Eutaw Place Baptist Church) 
The church’s Eutaw Place Room 
contains Miss Annie Armstrong’s 
antique secretary and other 
items of historical interest.

13. SATERS 
BAPTIST CHURCH:

1014 Sater Lane, Lutherville 
(now called Chestnut Ridge 
Baptist Church)
Founded in 1742, this is the old-
est Baptist church in Maryland, 
started by Armstrong’s great-
great-great grandfather, Henry 
Sater.

14. TOWSON:

Suburbs of Baltimore City in 
Baltimore County 
Dorcas Towson, of the fam-
ily whose name lives on in 
the community Towson, was 
Armstrong’s great-great-great 
grandmother.

MAP LEGEND:  Miss Annie’s imprint lingers in our beloved city
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support for work in Cuba and New 
Orleans.

Armstrong later 
became the corre-
sponding secretary of 
the Maryland Mission 
Rooms, later called 
the Mission Literature 
Department, SBC. This 
department served as 
a missions library and 
reading room and ulti-
mately became a pub-
lisher and distributor of 
missions literature. 

Beginning in 1888, 
Armstrong led in fram-
ing the constitution of 
the Woman’s Missionary 
Union (WMU), an aux-
iliary to the Southern 
Baptist Convention. 
She served as corre-
sponding secretary—a 
position equivalent to 
executive director to-
day—until 1906, always 

refusing a salary for 
the work she did 

through WMU 
to further 

the gos-
pel.

Without today’s technology, Armstrong wrote letters by hand to 
all the Southern Bap-
tist foreign societies. 

On one occasion, 
she asked them to 
contribute to the first 
Christmas offering, 
which resulted in 
enough money to send 
three—not one, as had 
hoped—missionaries 
to assist Lottie Moon in 
China. 

The Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering 
for Foreign Missions, 
so named in honor of 
Miss Moon who died in 
the bay of Kobe, Japan 
on Christmas Eve 1912 
on her way back to the 
USA, has raised over 
$3.9 billion for foreign 
missions to date.

In 1895, Armstrong 
led the WMU to 
contribute $5,000 
to help alleviate the 
Home Mission Board’s 
$25,000 debt and 
prevent the withdrawal 
of missionaries from 
their missions fields. 
In response, WMU 
instituted the Week of 
Self-Denial as a time of 
praying for and giving 
to home missions. 

“Each generation needs those who will lift their voices 
to champion the cause of missions and missionaries. In 
her day, Annie Armstrong was that person. She worked 
tirelessly on behalf of Southern Baptist missionaries—
insisting on the need for more of them and encouraging 
better prayer and financial support for those already 
on the field. I am thankful for Annie’s vision, persistence 
and for her hard work. She was truly a hero for the 
cause of missions and I pray that God will raise up 
many like her in our day.” 

– Kevin Ezell, President, North American Mission Board

“The stack pole around which Southern Baptists place 
their hearts is ‘missions.’ During this season of the 
year it is always our great joy to encourage giving to 
North American missions through the Annie Armstrong 
Offering. Evangelism, discipleship and church planting 
in North America provides the garden in which our 
International Missionaries are grown, so it just makes 
sense for us to encourage giving to the Annie Armstrong 
offering just as we encourage giving to the Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering each year. All of us at IMB pray 
that generous giving to missions will typify Southern 
Baptists throughout the entire year.” 

– Tom Elliff, President, International Mission Board

“WMU has a rich history of engaging people in the 
mission of God. The first corresponding secretary of WMU 
set the stage for what our organization would become. 
Annie Armstrong was nicknamed ‘Strong Arm’ because 
she had the strength and determination to do whatever 
was necessary to get a new organization off the ground. 
Not only did she get WMU ‘off the ground’ but through 

her efforts WMU led the way in focusing attention on 
missions education, tithing, concern for native 

Americans, immigrants and others in the local 
church.” 

– Wanda Lee, Exec. Director, 
Woman’s Missionary Union

Following in the footsteps of Miss Annie (continued)
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Since that time, a week of 
prayer and a home missions of-
fering have continued. In 1934, 
the offering was named the 
Annie Armstrong Offering.

To date, the annual Annie 
Armstrong Easter Offering for 
North American Missions has 
accumulated over $1.54 billion.

Armstrong also assisted 
organizations for Negro Baptist 
women and children and pub-
lished literature for them.

“To me, Miss Armstrong 
was a symbol – a marvel at 
what a woman could do. She 
fired my soul,” wrote Nannie 
Burroughs, corresponding sec-
retary of the Woman’s Conven-
tion, auxiliary to the National 
Baptist Convention.

Year after year, Armstrong 
came up with new ways to get 
missions information out to the 
churches, to stir up missions 
efforts and to raise more prayer 
support and money for mis-
sions. In later years, she took up 
the cause of the Church Build-
ing and Loan fund, enabling 
struggling churches to build.

Armstrong resigned from 
the WMU in 1906 in opposition 
to the inclusion of the WMU’s 
training school with a men’s 
seminary in Louisville, Ky. It was 
her belief that the organization 
could not devote attention to 

mis-
sions 
and 
women’s 
work in church-
es while raising 
funds to manage a 
school. She also disagreed 
with the establishment of a sal-
ary for the organization’s officers.

Armstrong died in 1938, the 
year of WMU’s 50th anniversary. 
She was buried at Greenmount 
Cemetery in Baltimore, in the 
same cemetery as Richard Full-
er and John Healey, the Second 
and Fourth Church pastor, who 
is said to have started the first 
Sunday school in this country . 

How did she do it all? Roberts 
asked the same question. 

Those who knew Armstrong 
personally told him she had a 
really intense prayer life that 
gave her real spiritual energy.

“It comes down to dedi-
cation, to doing your best in 
every category of ministry, 
with dedication, energy and 
prayer support,” Roberts noted, 
recalling an adage of Fuller, who 
resolved “never to insult the 
Master with indolent prepara-
tion or superficial and ineffectu-
al performance.”

“Fuller’s high standards surely 
influenced Miss Annie,” Roberts 
said. That quality of Christian 

ser-
vice 
should 
not be 
misunderstood 
as elitism, but 
instead should stress 
the importance of using 
all our faculties to do the very 
best for the Lord, Roberts said.

Perhaps one of Miss Annie’s  
quotes says it best: 

“The future lies all before us…
shall it only be a slight advance 
upon what we usually do? 
Ought it not to be a bound, a 
leap forward, to altitudes of en-
deavor and success undreamed 
of before?”

Indeed!   



Final Resting 
Place at
Greenmount 
Cemetery

20

The final resting place of more than 65,000 individuals, Greenmount Cemetery in Baltimore, Md., houses 
the graves of statesmen, captains of industry, philanthropists, artists, authors, military leaders, and even 

presidential assassin, John Wilkes Booth, and his co-conspirators.
Among the grave sites are historic Baptists, including: 
John Healey (1764-1848), pastor of Second Baptist Church of Baltimore, who made significant contributions 

to early Baptist life in Maryland, including the first Sunday school and the earliest recorded statement of a global 
mission perspective; 

Richard Fuller (1804-1876), former pastor of Seventh Baptist Church who assisted in the formation of the 
Southern Baptist Convention in Augusta, Ga., and delivered its first annual convention sermon; 

Joshua Levering (1845-1935), Annie Armstrong’s cousin, who united SBC men for missions, 
as she had organized for women, in what would be later called the 
SBC’s Brotherhood Commission; and 

Annie Armstrong (1850-1938), first Corresponding Secretary of 
the Woman’s Missionary Union, auxiliary to the Southern Baptist 
Convention, among other positions.
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20th Century

1907 
Joshua Levering of Maryland 
proposed that the SBC form a 
Laymen’s Missionary Movement; J. 
Harry Tyler, Baltimore, first president, 
with headquarters in Baltimore 
(became Baptist Brotherhood in 1926 
and Men’s Ministries in 1997). Joshua 
Levering united men for missions as 
Annie Armstrong did for women.

1910 
Southern Baptist Convention met in 
Baltimore.

1915 
Baptist Home of Maryland, Inc. 
formed with W. M. McCormick (of 
McCormick Spice Co.), President.

W. H. Baylor became Executive 
Director. Baylor led the way for 
Maryland’s own progressive era. 
The scope of MBUA’s ministries 
increased rapidly under Baylor’s 
leadership. During Baylor’s term, 
Maryland Baptists fulfilled the 
admonition of Deut. 26:13 by 
making significant progress in the 
care of widows and orphans as well 
as the foreigner and stranger. Baylor 
presided over the transition to a new 
age in Maryland Baptist life.

1921 
Baptist Children’s Aid Society was 
organized and undergirded by the 
financial resources of Willoughby 
McCormick.  McCormick was one 
of a number of wealthy, influential 
Marylanders who not only provided 
finances, but provided leadership

Photos (clockwise from top): -- The grave stones for Miss Annie 
Armstrong (foreground) and her family (background). 
-- Intentionally stark, Armstrong’s grave reads: “Annie Walker 
Armstrong, daughter of James D. and Mary E. Armstrong. Born July 
11, 1850 - Died December 20, 1938. She hath done what she could. The 
Lord knoweth them that are His.”  Later was added : 

“Annie Walker Armstrong Baptized December 11, 1870, Seventh 
Baptist Church, Baltimore; Constituent Member, Eutaw Place 
Baptist Church, Baltimore, April 2, 1871; President, Maryland 
Woman’s Baptist Home Mission Society, 1882-1905; Chairman, 
Maryland Baptist Mission Rooms, 1887-1906; First Corresponding 
Secretary,  Woman’s Missionary Union, Auxiliary to Southern 
Baptist Convention, 1888-1906. This marker placed during 
her centennial year by Baptist Woman’s Missionary Union 
of Maryland and by Woman’s Missionary Union, Auxiliary to 

Southern Baptist Convention in appreciation of Annie W. 
Armstrong’s leadership in world missions. Go Forward.”

-- Joshua Levering’s grave was marked with the 
epitaph, “He walked with God.”

-- John Healey’s grave noted he was 
“Founder of 53 years, Pastor of Second 
Baptist Church of Balto.”

-- A Richard Fuller memorial is surrounded 
by family members’ graves.

 --Fuller’s last charge to his church: “Above all, be 
faithful to Christ and His truth.”



Convention previously met five times in Baltimore
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History will tell of how the Holy Spirit led events of the 2014 
Southern Baptist Convention annual meeting in Baltimore, 

the first time since 1940. Here is a snapshot of past SBC meetings in 
Baltimore, otherwise known as “Charm City.”  

In 1940, the country stood on the brink of entering World War II. 
Franklin D. Roosevelt was the president of the United States. South-
ern Baptist messengers approved a resolution for pastors to call on 
their members to take a consistent solemn stand against the use of 
intoxicating beverages. 

They also approved a resolution for churches to take an offering 
to support the American Bible Society. “The British and Foreign 
Bible Society, which shares with the American Bible Society the 
responsibility for supplying our missionaries in foreign lands with 
Scriptures in many languages, is seriously handicapped because of 
the war, and the American Bible Society is undertaking to expand 
its service to meet the emergency…” 

Other resolutions included thanking the “Committee on En-
tertainment” for providing a comfortable stay during the annual 
meeting; the appreciation of retiring President Dr. L.R. Scarbor-
ough; affirming the objection of “salacious and smutty” books and 
periodicals and to “overcome evil with good, which we must do 
by placing good wholesome literature and books into the hands 
of the masses of our people;” to strive to cultivate and perpetuate 
the growing inter-racial goodwill; and protest the action of the pres-
ident of the United States in his appointment of a representative 
from the government to the Vatican with the rank of ambassador. 

20th Century

in administrative skills. His tea and 
spice shop developed into a large 
and successful manufacturing 
enterprise. The business is still in 
operation today.

1927 
Joseph Watts became Executive 
Director and led Maryland Baptists 
through the Great Depression. 
He was a man of sound business 
principles, which he applied to 
church organization. During his 
tenure Maryland Baptists bolstered 
their progressive reputation for using 
the gifts of all believers, clergy and 
laity. The MBUA identified more and 
more with the Southern Baptist 
Convention due to his extensive 
contacts within the South, along 
with his expertise in denominational 
machinery. His forte was training 
Sunday school teachers. He resigned 
September 1947.

1940 
The Southern Baptist Convention 
met in Baltimore.

1949 
Clifton Thomas became Executive 
Director. During his secretaryship, 
the number of churches and 
missions increased from 105 to 178, 
membership rose from about 27,000 
to 47,000, the newspaper circulation 
increased more than fivefold from 
2,200 to 12,000, and Cooperative 
Program gifts of $109,000 in his first 
year reached $350,000 in his last. He 
also facilitated the move to purchase 
a building for a new headquarters at

SBC 
charmed 
by Baltimore 



23

23rd and St. Paul Streets in March 
1952. The most significant event in 
Thomas’ term occurred in 1957 at 
a church meeting in Annapolis. The 
College Avenue Baptist Church (now 
Heritage Baptist Church) voted to 
adopt the Southern Baptist Chapel 
of New York City (Manhattan Baptist 
Chapel) as its mission. This vote had 
such far-reaching effect on Maryland 
Baptist history that it marks a 
new chapter in the tradition of the 
people who had survived the Great 
Depression, revived during the war 
years, and prospered in the peaceful 
decade, which followed the fighting.

1950 
Camp Wo-Me-To began with purchase 
by WMU of Maryland of 148 acres in 
Harford County for $7,655. 

1951
The Kathleen Mallory Goodwill 
Center building in Baltimore was 
renamed after Mallory, WMU’s third 
Corresponding Secretary.

1960 
The Maryland Baptist Union 
Association changed its name to the 
Baptist Convention of Maryland.

Thirty years before, in 1910, the Boy Scouts of America was 
founded and Hailey’s Comet was passing. The convention, in 

Baltimore, passed the following resolutions: They urged churches 
to  supply the brethren of our churches with books, tracts, hymn 
and song books, and indeed all supplies for churches, Sunday 
schools, missionary societies, Young People’s Unions, such as are 
suitable and desirable and cooperating with local Baptist book 
houses; support for the World Baptist Alliance; encouraging the 
abolishment of child labor; they resolved cooperation with other 
Baptists in response to the greeting of the Council of the Baptist 
Union of Great Britain and Ireland and support for a resolution on 
public health. 

In 1884, the cornerstone of the statue of Liberty was laid on Bed-
loe’s Island in New York Harbor. The invention of a local anaesthe-
sia was made public at a medical congress in Heidelberg, Germany, 
and Grover Cleveland became president. The convention resolved at 
that time, in Baltimore, to evangelize “colored people,” and provide 
instruction and suitable men who possess the gifts for this work. 

In 1853, yellow fever killed nearly 8,000 people in New Orleans, 
missionary Hudson Taylor left for China and potato chips were 
first prepared. The convention thanked the people of Baltimore 
for their hospitality and thanked “the Presidents and Directors of 
the Seaboard and Roanoke Railroad Company, the Richmond, 
Fredericksburg and Potomac Railroad Company, the Baltimore 
and Ohio Railroad Company, the Baltimore Steamboat Company, 
the Wilmington and Weldon Railroad Company, and the Wilming-
ton and Manchester Railroad Company, for the favor extended to 
the delegates of this body, in allowing them a return passage by 
their respective routes without charge;” they thanked the “True 
Union,” “Baltimore Sun” and “Clipper” for faithful reporting; “sin-
cere pleasure that the memoir of that eminent missionary of the 
cross, Adoniran Judson, is about to be issued from the press;” 
support of seminaries; support of religious freedom and they 
thanked the Almighty for harmony and Christian spirit during 
the course of meetings.  

By 
Sharon 
Mager

20th Century
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In 1957,  the College Avenue Baptist Church (now 
Heritage Baptist Church), with the assistance of the 

Maryland Baptist Union Association, voted to adopt the 
Southern Baptist Chapel of New York City (Manhattan 
Baptist Chapel) as its mission. It was not the first time the 
MBUA had taken on such a task, having had two other 
conventions, the District of Columbia Convention in 1877 
and the African-American unions near the turn of the 
century, come from former convention churches. 

Maryland brought familiarity with the church norms 
of the Southern Baptists without some of the baggage of 
the larger culture of the Deep South. However, Northern 
Baptists (later renamed American Baptists), did not 
appreciate the expansion into the Northeast states.  As 
late as 1964, a significant minority of Southern Baptists 
hoped for unity between the northern and southern 
Baptist conventions separated by civil strife more than a 
century before. But an SBC annual meeting in 1964, host-
ed by the Baptist Convention of Maryland in Atlantic City, 
N.J., addressed these concerns without great success. 

Nonetheless, Southern Baptists found themselves in 
the Northeast in a sea of unchurched people, which led 
to what Albert McClellan called “aggressive, hopeful, dy-
namic, glorious evangelism.” In 1952, the Home Mission 
Board (now North American Mission Board) created a 
pioneer missions department, cooperating closely with 
Maryland’s leadership in the ensuing years. 

Unlike his predecessor, C.C. Thomas, MBUA’s new 
leader, Roy Gresham, never turned his back on a growth 
opportunity. As he entered office, Maryland Baptists 
tentatively embarked on a ministry to the Northeast, 
stretching the newly named Baptist Convention of Mary-
land (BCM) from the borders of Virginia and the District of 
Columbia in the south, to Canada in the north; from the 
Atlantic Ocean on the east, to the mountain barriers of 
mid-Pennsylvania and western New York on the west. 

After World War II, Maryland Baptists became the 
main outlet for taking the Southern Baptist program 
into the Northeast.  In 1960, the BCM added an eighth 
association, the Northeastern Baptist Association, 
which formed churches in Pennsylvania, New 
Jersey, New York and New Hampshire with chapels 
in Connecticut and Massachusetts. Out of these 
associations constituted several other associations, 
which eventually became state conventions. 

-Adapted from “You are a Great People, Maryland/
Delaware Baptists, 1742-1998” by W. Loyd Allen

20th Century

1958 
Roy Gresham becomes Executive 
Director. Gresham was the first pastor 
of Middle River Church, which was 
the largest Baptist church in the state 
when he left to become executive 
director of the MBUA. He sought to 
improve the partnership between 
the churches and the denomination 
bureaucracy. Growth was the primary 
characteristic of Gresham’s tenure. 
Maryland became the main outlet for 
taking the Southern Baptist program 
into the Northeast. Maryland’s 
work there grew from one mission 
to three state conventions and the 
Delaware partnership. Gresham’s 
administration added to Maryland’s 
resources a conference, retreat and 
camping center called Skycroft.

1963 
South Burlington Church, Vermont, 
organized and Baptist Convention 
of Maryland now had churches in 11 
states, and the SBC had churches in 
50 states.

1967 
Delaware Association formed with six 
churches and two chapels.

1970
Pennsylvania/South Jersey Baptist 
Convention formed out of Baptist 
Convention of Maryland.

1972
Skycroft Conference Center grounds 
purchased.

1973
Language Mission Director came to 
Baptist State staff.

1975
In January, William Heaps was 
ordained as the first deaf deacon in a 
hearing congregation in the history of 
Maryland Baptists. He served at Oak 
Grove Baptist Church in Bel Air. Later 
that year the first Deaf Retreat was 
held at Western Maryland College.

Maryland Baptists 
expand influence 
into the Northeast 



Photos (Top): This 1965 map shows the 
convention’s fifteen affiliated associations 
in states from Maryland to Maine (BCM/D 
archive of state missions study materials). 
(Below):  Roy Gresham
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Who 
was Roy 
Gresham?

Roy 
Gresham 
(1917-1998), first 
preached at Rocky Creek Baptist 
Church in Greenville County, S.C., 
where he grew up. Later he was 
ordained to ministry at Middle River 
Baptist Church, Baltimore, and 
became pastor of the congregation 
from 1946-58.

His work in the BCM/D included 
serving as president of the then-
Baptist Convention of Maryland, 
president of the state mission board 
and president of the Baltimore 
Baptist Pastors Conference. 

He sought to improve the 
partnership between the 
churches and the denomination 
bureaucracy. Growth was the 
primary characteristic of Gresham’s 
tenure. Maryland became the 
main outlet for taking the Southern 
Baptist program into the Northeast. 
Maryland’s work there grew 
from one mission to three state 
conventions and the Delaware 

partnership. 
Nationally, 
his work has 
included serving 
as first vice president 
of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, president of the 
SBC association of state and 
executive secretaries and associate 
in the church loans division of the 
North American Mission Board.

Morris H. Chapman, then 
president of the Southern 
Baptist Convention Executive 
Committee, said, “Gresham was 
the consummate Southern Baptist 
leader, a real friend of mission 
work both at home and abroad. 
His extensive denominational 

leadership 
and love 
for the local church 
revealed an abiding love 
for Jesus Christ.”         

  -- Baptist Press
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era of partnerships

It was under the leadership of Ken 
Lyle as BCM/D executive director 

that partnership 
missions began 
and it con-
tinued under 
the significant 
support of Lyle’s 
successors, 
Charles Barnes 
and David Lee. 

 In 1984, the 
BCM/D formed 
a partnership 
between 
Burundi, BCM/D, 

the SBC and 
the Foreign 

Mission 

Board. The joint venture resulted 
from a fact-finding trip to Africa 
led by Lyle and three other 
BCM/D Baptists. They called the 
partnership “Dukorane,” which 
in Burundi means, “Let’s help 
each other.”

 The Burundi partnership ended 
in 1986 due to visa problems, but 

in 1987, the BCM/D entered a 
partnership with Rwanda. 

The relationship lasted 
three years. Over 

100 volunteers 
traveled to 

Africa and 
started 

more than 79 churches 
recording 7,400 public decisions to 
follow Jesus. 

In 1990, the BCM/D established 
a partnership with Long Island 
Baptist Association and a year later 
began one with Latvia in Eastern 
Europe. The Latvia partnership 
was in conjunction with the then 

Foreign Mission Board. It resulted 
in forty-five volunteers ministering 
from 1991 to 1994; five thousand 
storybooks in the Latvian language 
distributed in Latvian churches 
and in public schools and a $5,000 
donation for the construction of a 
church building. 

By offering hands-on missions 
experiences, and showing contrib-
utors how their funds for missions 

were being used, missions 
funding was breaking records. 

Combined Annie Arm-
strong, Lottie Moon 

and Kathryn 
Barnes state 

missions 

While missions has always been the heartbeat of Southern 

Baptists, the Baptist Convention of Maryland/Delaware 

multiplied its impact through mission partnerships



27

20th Century

1982 
Kenneth Lyle became Executive 
Director. He brought “a new thrust 
toward the future” by “dreaming the 
dream” of a new vision. Under his 
leadership, the BCM/D missionary 
spirit nurtured by the northeast 
expansion found new direction 
through partnership missions.

1983 
Baptist Convention of New England 
formed out of Baptist Convention of 
Maryland.

1984 
Name changed to Baptist Convention 
of Maryland/Delaware (BCM/D). 
Established partnership mission with 
Burundi, Africa.

1987
Established partnership mission with 
Rwanda, Africa.

1989
On May 1, the BCM/D headquarters 
relocated from Lutherville to a new 
Baptist Center in Columbia, Md.

1990
Established partnership mission 
with Long Island Baptist Association, 
New York.

1991
Established partnership mission with 
Latvia in Eastern Europe.

1993
Charles Barnes became Executive 
Director. Already on staff at the 
BCM/D, he continued building 
partnerships amid the brewing 
national controversy regarding 
inerrancy and other issues, noting he 
“could help local churches minister 
in the strategic mission field that 
was its home base.” His three-fold 
mission included strengthening the 
local church, stressing education 
and missions involvement, and 
emphasizing new works.

offerings reached a combined total of one million dollars in the 
1988-89 fiscal year. 

Many other partnerships followed including ministry with the 
Pittsburgh Baptist Association in Pennsylvania and Moldova. 
Churches saw true poverty ministering in Moldova, the poorest 
country in Europe. BCM/D churches provided medical care, clean 
water, education and they shared the gospel. 

In 1998 there were partnerships with Mississippi,  and Ontario, 
Canada. Mississippi bonds that developed through the partnership 
continued for years. Churches built relationships and when Hurri-
cane Katrina hit the Gulf Coast in 2005, it was a natural for BCM/D 
churches to respond to help their brothers and sisters. 

A partnership with Puebla, Mexico, began in 2001 offering 
churches a chance to see the needs just across the border.  

A Scotland partnership in 2006 opened the eyes of BCM/D to see 
the needs in a “post-Christian” culture. Maryland/Delaware volun-
teers ministered alongside Scottish pastors to do ministries “out of 
the box,” working at Highland Games, doing children’s ministries, 
prayer walking and other evangelistic activities. 

The year 2006 opened the door to West Africa as church mem-
bers got out of their pews and began ministering to unreached 
people groups in remote villages. Southeast Asia and Middle East 
partnerships allowed participants to see areas of the world where 
religious freedom is challenged. There were also state-to-state part-
nerships between the BCM/D and New Jersey and Kentucky. 

Partnership ministries have continued in Maryland and Delaware 
in different forms. BCM/D churches regularly participate in short-
term mission trips and many commit to long term involvement.  
Missions ministry was revolutionized when it had a face.  

-Adapted from “You are a Great People, Maryland/Delaware 

Baptists, 1742-1998” by W. Loyd Allen

Photos: The Baptist Convention 
of Maryland/Delaware 
participated in several mission 
partnerships, including with 
(clockwise): Scotland, Middle 
East, Mississippi and West 
Africa. (Source: BaptistLIFE)
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1994 
Established partnership missions 
with Pittsburgh Baptist Association, 
Pa., and Moldova in Eastern Europe.

1995 
General Mission Board approved 
the Northeast Baptist Education 
Consortium. 

Fifteen new churches were started.

1996 
The Advancing Christ’s Kingdom 
(ACK) capital campaign officially 
began April 28. Money raised through 
this campaign was expressly used 
for starting new churches and 
strengthening existing ones. 

Nine new churches were started.

1997
Twenty-five new churches were 
started. BCM/D encompassed two 
states, 12 associations, 430 churches 
and more than 96,000 members.

Looking toward the new millennium, 
the BCM/D adopted a new mission 
statement, approved the futuring 
process and reorganization structure, 
and created the Center for Innovative 
Leadership.

1998
Entered into partnership agreements 
with Ontario, Canada, and Mississip-
pi. Approved $300,000 for Advancing 
Christ’s Kingdom projects. Approved 
the Mission Statement, Vision State-

The 1990s decade was revolutionary. The United States expe-
rienced the Gulf War, the World Trade Center and Oklahoma 

City bombings. People discovered “The World Wide Web.” Microsoft 
introduced “Windows.” Portable CD players were popular and very 
large cell phones were available. The culture was shifting rapidly 
with family life declining and church membership dropping. It 
was in this decade the country nervously looked to the future and 
BCM/D leaders sought God’s direction moving forward. 

Charles Barnes, executive director-treasurer, began looking 
ahead to the new millennium and with a team of 100 people in 
steering committees and other resource groups developed a “futur-
ing” strategy to guide the convention into the new century. 

With an emphasis on strengthening churches, missions educa-
tion and starting new works, the General Mission Board adopted 
new mission and vision statements on July 2, 1998. 

The mission statement was:“The BCM/D will intentionally assist 
in starting and strengthening congregations so that they can fulfill 
Jesus’ command in Matthew 28:19.”

The new vision statement described the progress they hoped 
for in the first decade of the 21st century: to increase the number 
of congregations and members from 425 congregations/75,000 
members to 600 congregations/150,000 members actively fulfilling 
Jesus’ command in Matthew 28:19-20 by 2010. 

To accomplish that goal, the GMB adopted five strategies and as-
sociated strategy teams: church planting; congregational develop-
ment; leadership development and support; missions involvement 

Barnes 
eyes 
future as 
BCM/D nears 
the turn of the 
century 
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ment, Core Values, and Strategies 
for the futuring process. 

Adopted the Empowered Team Con-
cept and Structure for BCM/D staff. 
Twelve new churches were started.

1999
Year of transition as the new BCM/D 
structure begins to take shape.
Phase III of Skycroft Conference 
Center’s expansion project is approved.

Changed name of the Kathryn 
Barnes States Mission Offering to the 
Maryland/Delaware Missions Offering 
and Week of Prayer.

Changed name of the Baptist Mission 
Foundation to the Baptist Foundation 
of Maryland/Delaware.

2000
Year of implementation for the new 
BCM/D structure. Charles Barnes 
retired on March 31. Dr. David Lee, 
former director for the
convention’s church growth
and service division, takes the 
helm as the newly elected 
Executive Director on May 3.

20th Century

21st Century

and resource development. 
Staff, resources and budget were developed 

around those strategies. Divisions, departments 
and programs were replaced with teams that included 

BCM/D staff consultant/specialists, associational directors 
of missions, pastors, and lay persons. A new executive team was 

established to guide the organization around the new structure. 
Disciple-making was the number one priority, explained Barnes 

and David Lee, then BCM/D director of strategic planning who 
became Barnes’ successor as executive director.

BCM/D has continued this emphasis of starting and strength-
ening churches, and is now using that strategy as part of a greater 
overall evangelism strategy as the BCM/D network of churches 
continues to go forward into the future.                      -- Sharon Mager

Disaster Relief—Compassionate 
partnership through the years

BCM/D Disaster Relief has been providing help, healing and  
hope in the midst of the storm since the 1990s when pastors 
Dow Wood, Elwood Ulmer and other volunteers organized the 
ministry, trained volunteers and built a mobile kitchen unit 
that saw action in the Wilkes-Barre ice storm and Hurricane 
Floyd. Since the feeding trailer, the ministry has grown to in-
clude chainsaw, flood recovery, laundry, shower and commu-
nications units as well as chaplain ministry. 

As part of the BCM/D’s partnership in the Northeast Baptist 
Consortium, the kitchen trailer was relocated to Syracuse, NY. 
Without equipment close at hand to use for training and local 
disaster responses, the ministry waned. In 2001 Disaster Relief 
was “restarted,” just three months before the 9/11 tragedy. 
Veteran volunteers deployed to New York City and found 
themselves once again preparing meals using their old kitchen 
trailer, which had also deployed for the crisis response.

BCM/D’s disaster teams have responded to numerous 
disasters within the Mid-Atlantic region and beyond. Recent 
deployments have included Hurricane Sandy (Somerset Coun-
ty, Md. and N.Y./N.J.), Hurricane Irene (Southern Maryland), 
flooding in upstate New York and Colorado, and tornadoes in 
North Carolina.
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Photos 
(left to right): 

Former executive 
directors of the Baptist 

Convention of Maryland/
Delaware, Ken Lyle, Charles 

Barnes and David Lee
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2000 
Began the church planting 
movement with a goal of 200 new 
churches by 2010. Twenty-one new 
congregations started.

Moldova partnership ends.

2001 
Twenty-one new congregations were 
started. On target to reach goal of 
600 churches and 150,000 active 
members.

Lee initiates the Skycroft Accord to 
bring unity among churches.

More than $87,000 is given by 
Maryland/Delaware Baptists for 
relief efforts in New York due to the 
September 11 terrorist attacks.
A three-year partnership with 
Puebla, Mexico, began as did a                               
Legacy of Faith campaign.

Effective May 2002, designated 
Mother’s Day offerings to Baptist 
Family and Children’s Services.

Baptist Home, known as “Rainbow 
Hall,” closes its facility after 86 years 
of service. The home was once 
housed on N. Charles St. and then 
on Park Ave. before the purchase of 
Gen. Douglas MacArthur’s former 
home, Rainbow Hill.

2002 
Began 30 new congregations.

Launched Acts 2 Network and 
reached halfway point of $10 million 
Legacy of Faith goal.

Began three-year partnership with 
the Baptist Union of Scotland and 
entered a three-year partnership with 
the International Mission Board to 
impact the people of a closed nation.

2003 
Forty-one new congregations 
started. Disaster relief teams 
respond to Hurricane Isabel.

David Jackson is the author of “PlantLIFE” and “Planted: Starting Well, 
Growing Strong,” books which detail church-planting strategies and 
examples of work done in Maryland, Delaware and beyond.
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In 2011, David Jackson, Church Multiplication strategist for the 
Baptist Convention of Maryland/Delaware, marveled at what 

God was doing in his midst.
“With almost two months yet to go, we have seen already over 

three hundred new works started since the first day of 2001,” he 
said. “To put this in perspective, in 1990 we had only 323 churches 
in the entire Convention!” Jackson noted these new works have 
taken the shape of church plants primarily, but occasionally also 
they have happened through restarts and a growing number of 
multi-sites (once called satellite locations).

Jackson excitedly reported these church multiplication efforts 
had largely survived, succeeded and had started to reproduce 
themselves in our region. 

“Young leaders with a Kingdom perspective have looked 
beyond their own local church to the greater impact church 
multiplication can make. Some pastors and churches in existing 
churches have braved the risk involved to step out in faith as 
‘church planting centers’ for the future, too.”

The North American Mission Board recognized the BCM/D with 
an award as the state convention that is “First in Enlistment,” for 
indigenous recruitment, online training, efforts in assessment 
and a language training center, the book PlantLIFE, social media 
and the responsiveness of so many planters to the opportunities 
for service in the region at this time.

Fast-forward, and there is still an air of celebration about what 
God is doing through church multiplication.

Over 350 churches in all 11 Maryland/Delaware associations 
were planted during the years David Lee served as executive 
director, shared Jackson. He noted at least 27 people groups 
were reached through church planting during this time.

In addition, over 25 percent of BCM/D churches have helped 
support, sponsor or parent a new church plant. Nationally, 
the SBC has less than four percent that are involved in church 
planting. “Dr. Lee did the hardest thing possible for any leader 
to do: he changed the culture of our convention. He made 
it the desirable thing for churches in BCM/D to plant new 
congregations. He did this by championing the cause of church 
planters and holding them up as heroes before the rest of the 
convention,” Jackson said.

“We would all acknowledge God’s sovereignty over these 
efforts and the fact that all praise and credit for what we’ve seen 
in our midst belong to Him,” Jackson said.                            

                                                                                                     - Shannon Baker

Era of Church 
Planting



Beginning in 
2003, David Lee, 

then BCM/D executive 
director, led churches in 

Maryland’s largest city to 
“Embrace Baltimore.” 

Wanting to witness “a 
movement of God in his 

lifetime,” Lee initiated 
meetings with 
Baltimore-area 
pastors and with 
the North American 
Mission Board to 
pray diligently for 
God to provide 
resources and 
training to impact 
the communities 
of the Greater 
Baltimore area.

In November 2005, the North 
American Mission Board invited 
the Baltimore Baptist Association 
pastors to become a designated 
“Strategic Focus City,” a partnership 
to focus national resources in 
local community service, church 

evangelism and church planting 
efforts in the Baltimore area.

The effort lasted officially for 
five years but unofficially is still 
continuing through ongoing church 
partnerships and initiatives.

The impact was significant: 
14 new churches started; over 
9,000 volunteers were mobilized 
for evangelism from 25 states, 
representing 162 entities; and 
churches held 410 evangelistic 

events, 66 Vacation Bible Schools 
and 99 sports camps. Over 2,030 
individuals made professions of faith.

As Embrace Baltimore began 
winding down, the Delaware 
Baptist Association began reaching 
residents in Newcastle County, 

Delaware, through phase two, 
labeled Embrace Wilmington. 

Wilmington is the largest 
population center in Delaware. 
Though unique, the city experiences 
many of the same challenges as 
Baltimore and the other urban 
centers in the multi-state region.

Embrace Wilmington’s focused 
on four areas: church strengthening; 
church starting; creative evangelism 
and community impact evangelism.

In phase three, the 
Montgomery Baptist 
Association sought  to reach 
people who live and work in 
Silver Spring, Md., through 
Embrace Silver Spring.

According to missiologist 
Curt Watke, 93 percent of 
the people who inhabit the 
lower part of Maryland’s 
Montgomery County do not 
have a personal relationship 
with Jesus Christ.

Like the other city-reaching effort, 
Embrace Silver Spring seeks to 
combine cooperative efforts from 
churches throughout the county, 
state and nation to impact the area 
with the life-saving knowledge of 
Jesus Christ.              -- Shannon Baker

Lee strategically
focuses on cities

David Lee, executive director of the Baptist Convention of 
Maryland/Delaware, prays over Bob Mackey, director of 

missions for the Baltimore Baptist Association.
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Churches are plentiful 
in Baltimore—huge, 

grand, sometimes even 
Gothic structures with col-
umns, and spires, filled with 
the memories of the grand 
days of full pews, hymns, 
families begetting families, 
buses of children, regular 
revivals and baptisms. 
For many, that’s all that’s 
left—the memories. The 
churches echo with silence 
because attendance has 
dropped to a handful. 

In fact, due to cultural 
shifts, and changing neigh-
borhoods, George Barna 
estimates between 40 and 

70 churches close 
each month. 
But there’s 

good news! Through 
church revitalization and 

legacy church planting, 
many of those churches 
are receiving a breath of 
life once more. The God 

of resurrection 
is blessing with 

new life through 
the remnant.  

Lee Street Memorial 
Baptist Church

Lee Street Memorial 

Baptist Church was steeped 
in history. It was started in a 
stable before the Civil War 
as a Sunday school ministry 
that flourished. The 
congregation at 
one time was one 
of the largest in the 
city, flourishing under the 
ministry of E.Y. Mullins, a 
former Southern Baptist 
Convention president and a 
president of Southern Sem-
inary. But time marched on. 
The city changed. Culture 
shifted. The church, with its 
original pews where Civil 
and World War I and II vet-
erans sat, magnificent tall 
ceiling, historic stained glass 
windows, and a majestic 
pipe organ, was slowly and 
painfully dying. 

A handful of mostly 
senior citizens were working 
tirelessly to maintain the 
facility and ministry. They 
poured out their heart to 
Jesus, and God answered 
by calling church planter 
Brad O’Brien and a core 
team from Summit Church 
in Durham, N.C., to the city 
to begin Redeemer City 
Church. Ultimately, God 
drew them to Lee Street and 

the two churches merged 
to become Jesus Our 
Redeemer Church (though 
officially, for posterity, the 

name is Lee Street Me-
morial Church doing 
business as Jesus Our 
Redeemer Church). 

Within literally months the 
church has doubled in size, 
and both the baptistry and 
nursery are being utilized.

Rather than a sense of 
loss, Ray Hoffman, who was 
saved at the church during 
a revival in 1953, said he’s 
relieved. Hoffman and his 
recently deceased wife, 
Louise, served in numerous 
leadership positions in the 
church and was involved 
on the committee that 
approved the merger. 

“Times change. Every-
thing is not the same as it 
was 30 years ago. Churches 
are different,” he said.

Doris Bates, who began 
attending the church in 
1986, agreed. “Back then 
that was the thing to 
do—you went to 
church.” Bates 
said seeing 
the 
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passing on the baton
Long-time churches extend their legacy through church plants

Photos (left to right): Freedom 
Church now meets in Hazelwood 

Baptist Church’s old facility; 
Jesus Our Redeemer Pastor 
Brad O’Brien hugs Lee Street 
Memorial Church member 
Doris Bates. Worshipers 
gather at Village 
Church in 
Hampden, 
Md.

By 
Sharon 
Mager



membership dwindle hurt. “It was 
hard to look around and see so 
few.”

O’Brien said he treasures the 
relationship with the seniors at the 
church. “The last thing I wanted was 
to take their building and scatter 
the flock. We’ve worked hard at 
merging the congregation as one 
body. We do fellowship meals to 
give opportunities to get younger 
and older folks together serving 
side by side, greeting, collecting 
offering—doing  a lot together as 
one body.” 

The church has grown from an 
average of 15 to 80  people since 
the merger.

Colgate Baptist Church
In Eastern Baltimore County, 

Colgate Baptist Church members 
literally passed specially made 
batons to Gallery Church leaders 
at a transition service in the 
spring of 2013. 

The church, founded in 1932, be-
gan as a Sunday School sponsored 
by Patterson Park Baptist Church. 
The once thriving church had 

dwindled to a few members 
striving to keep the church 

afloat. Ellis Prince, lead 
pastor of Gallery 

Church, 
called the 

church members heroes for 
denying themselves and seek-
ing above all else God’s kingdom.

Gallery church members are 
excited to be able to breathe life 
into the old church. They temporar-
ily closed the building while using 
it to house mission teams to serve 
the surrounding neighborhood and 
they are renovating the parsonage 
for a church planter and his family. 
Gallery Church Eastpoint, a new 
neighborhood church, will begin 
worship gatherings in August 2014.

Some Gallery members are 
committing from 3-to-12 months 
of volunteer leadership to get the 
work off the ground and some are 
relocating to the neighborhood to 
minister at the new church.

Patterson Park Baptist Church
Patterson Park Baptist Church 

members labored tirelessly through 
the years to minister in East Balti-
more. The church started in 1906 
as a Sunday school called High-
landtown Mission, started by Eutaw 
Place Baptist Church (now Wood-
brook Baptist Church). They grew 
from 83 charter members to over 
1,000. The church later became the 
parent church of Colgate Baptist. 
Through time, the neighborhood 
changed, the congregation aged, 

and 
the 
church 
had dwin-
dled to just 20 
faithful worshipers. 

They gifted their property to 
Gallery Church in the fall of 2013, 
marking the occasion with a 
celebration worship service on 
October 27, 2013. This date also 
coincided with celebrating the 
100th anniversary of the church’s 
incorporation. Many of those who 
grew up in the church returned to 
celebrate the past and anticipate 
God’s new future.

“With our gift to them, they do 
not have to pay rent for offices, wor-
ship space or Sunday school space,” 
explained Glenn Lambert, long-
time Patterson Park member. He 
served as chairman of the board of 
trustees and church administrator 
at Patterson Park. “We are happy the 
doors never closed,” Lambert said. 

Prince said partner churches 
from around the country have ral-
lied to raise over $200,000 to help 
with the renovations for the older 

Patterson Park and 
Colgate sites. 
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Photo (right): Joshua Smith, pastor of intentional 
living at Gallery Church, receives a symbolic baton 
from Colgate Baptist Church. Gallery, which has 
a family of neighborhood churches, will continue 
the legacy of the long-time church by using the 
established facility for one of its church plants, 
Gallery Eastpoint, which will begin in August 2014.



Hampden Baptist Church
The congregation at Hamp-

den Baptist Church was dwin-
dling. The story was the same. 
The neighborhood changed, 
the church was aging but the 
faithful congregation wanted 
to continue the legacy of the 
gospel in their neighborhood. 

Through the help of Gary 
Glanville, pastor of North-
west Baptist Church and the 
Mid-Maryland Baptist Associa-
tion, the church was introduced 
to church planter Dan Hyun. 
He and his core group did not 
have a facility and God opened 
the door to Hampden Baptist 
Church. Hyun said they couldn’t 
have picked a better facility.

The church reaches a diverse 
audience, Hyun said, not just 
ethnically, but also in age and 
socioeconomic group. 

The church is classically 
traditional with an ornate door, 
wooden pews and stained 
glass. 

“The young people say it’s 
‘vintage,’” Hyun said with a 
smile. 

Hyun said he admires the 
“kingdom mindedness” of the 
congregation at Hampden Bap-
tist. “They don’t want the legacy 
of the gospel in Hamden to end 
with them,” he said. 

Hazelwood Baptist Church
Church Planter Michael Craw-

ford, pastor of Freedom Church, 
was thrilled when Bob Mackey, 
Baltimore Baptist Association 
director of missions, called 
to ask Crawford if Freedom 
was interested in the property 
of Hazelwood Church in the 
Rosedale area of Baltimore. Ha-
zelwood Baptist had dissolved 
and the property reverted back 
to the association. 

Freedom had been meet-
ing in an elementary school 
near Morgan State University. 
Freedom made the transition 
and Crawford was pleasantly 
surprised that many from 
Hazelwood returned to the 
church. Locals, seeing a new 
name, also began attending. 
The church is growing and con-
necting with their community 

leaving a legacy

“Our days are 
numbered…What 
preparations should 
we be making 
now?”  

-- Billy Graham

21st Century

2003 
Entered into Embrace the City 
process with Baltimore and the North 
American Mission Board.

Charles Barnes named Executive 
Director Emeritus and the 
registration center at Skycroft was 
re-named in his honor.

2004 
Thirty-nine new congregations 
started, bringing total to 498 with 
approximately 105,000 members.

Began strategic focus on urban 
ministries. Continued efforts to 
impact Baltimore. Participated 
in associational initiatives in 
Wilmington and Dover, Del.

2005 
Twenty-one new congregations 
started.

Launched the Embrace Baltimore 
campaign.

Three year partnership with Moldova 
began and is extended to six years.

2006 
The name Baptist Center was changed 
to the Baptist Mission Resource 

Center.

Scotland partnership 
extended for three 

years. This year’s 
partnerships 

included 
Scotland, 

West Africa 
and an 
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21st Century
unreached people group in the 10-40 
window. 

Urban ministry in Baltimore becomes 
major focus. Legacy of Faith ended its 
third year and raised $5 million dollars.

The convention partnered, provided 
training, and/or assisted financially in 
starting 35 new congregations.

2007 
Mississippi partnership ends. Partner-
ship with Canada on free online inno-
vative training called e-quip.net begins 
while partnership missions grow  in New 
Jersey, Mexico, Scotland and Africa.

BCM/D is a national leader in the 
SBC church planting movement. 
Twenty-one new congregations were 
started. This decade planted 167 new 
churches, which placed 14th out of the 
SBC’s 44 state conventions.
                              
Seven of the eleven associations have 
seen at least one new work in their 
area. These new congregations include 
Africans, African-Americans, Anglo-
Americans, Filipinos, Hispanics, Indian, 
Korean and Nepali communities.

2008 
This year’s partnerships include 
Scotland, Kentucky, West Africa and 
an unreached people group in the 
10-40 window. Began partnership with 
Southeast Asia.                         

Embrace Baltimore’s major ministry 
initiatives began in January; 24 new 
congregations; 51 out of 74 Baltimore 
churches partnered with Embrace; 
4,118 volunteers worked alongside 
churches. Began planning for Embrace 
Wilmington, the largest populated area 
in the Delaware Association.

28 new church plants started. A new 
resort ministry in Western Association 
began. Around 3,000 people made 
confessions of faith in the convention.

Experienced a growing use of BCM/D’s 
e-quip.net online training program.

through outreaches such as 
ice cream “Sundays,” backpack 
giveaways, a medical outreach, 
and  an Easter egg hunt. The 
church has already developed 
a relationship with a local 
elementary school. 

Woolford Memorial Church
In Dundalk, Woolford 

Memorial Church, founded in 
the mid-forties, had a huge 
building and a dwindling aging 
membership. The church was 
named in honor of Custis W. 
Woolford and his sister Clara. 
Part of the funds to establish 
the church came from Mr. 
Woolford in memory of his 
sister. At a special banquet, 
members of Woolford shared 
bittersweet memories as they 
officially handed the building 
and authority to North Arundel 
Church (NAC), a progressive 
church in Northern Anne 
Arundel County. NAC equipped 
the church for modern worship 
and Woolford became “Grace 
Place,”  a video multi-site venue 
of NAC.

North Arundel Church later 
transitioned that facility, mak-
ing it a stand-alone plant and 
gave the facility to church plant-
er Troy McDaniel with counsel 
and prayer support. McDaniel 

has seen slow steady growth. 
They’re averaging about 

50 a week, mostly new 
people. McDaniel 

is reacquainting 
the church 

with the 
neigh-

borhood and schools, offering 
community parties and part-
nerships. 

David Jackson, church multi-
plication team strategist of the 
Baptist Convention of Mary-
land/Delaware, said “rebirth-
ing” or “replanting” a church 
extends a church beyond their 
own lifetime. By investing in 
another congregation who will 
carry forth the witness of Christ 
in the same community, the 
efforts and presence they’ve 
exhibited over the years will 
continue to flourish and grow, 
even after they are gone.

“I’d say the issue is seeing the 
church as belonging to Jesus, 
and not us...relinquishing our 
preference and even ‘control’ 
back to Him, so that He can 
place the ministry in other 
capable hands who can move 
it forward for years yet to come. 
That means assets and deci-
sion-making as it affects the 
future. It almost always means 
a new name, a new leader, a 
new vision...

“It is very effective when 
established churches are willing 
to let God lead the church into 
the future the way He wants, 
rather than it having to be 
done ‘our way’... it is unselfish, 
God-honoring and birthed out 
of a heart for the lost in the 
community where they have 
ministered for many years... it 
is another way churches can 
make it ‘hard to go to hell’ from 
their neighborhoods.”  

Photo (left to right): Ellis Prince and 
Derek Miller, pastors at Gallery Church, 

stand in front of their church’s 
newly acquired Patterson Park 

Baptist Church. The worship 
band at Grace Place prays 

at the former Woolford 
Memorial Baptist 

Church.
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21st Century

2009    
Significant progress was seen in all 
five strategic areas of strategy: Church 
Multiplication; Church Services; 
Leadership Development and Support; 
Acts 1:8 Missions Involvement and 
Resource Development.

Partnership with Embrace Baltimore 
ends; 14 new churches started; over 
9,000 volunteers were mobilized for 
evangelism; 2,030 professions of faith 
reported.

Approval was given to sell just 
under 9,000 sq. ft. of the convention 
building, retaining 11,000 sq. ft. 
Potential to produce annual interest 
in the range of $100,000.

31 new works started--25 plants and 
six multi-site congregations. These 
included African, Anglo-American, 
Asian, Indian, Burmese, Filipino, 
Haitian, Hispanic and Korean. 

The Antioch Institute began to enlist, 
equip, cultivate and send out African 
American church planters. 

Partnerships with Southeast Asia, 
North Africa and Middle East area, 
West Africa, East Asia and Southeast 
Asia. State-to-state partnership with 
Kentucky.

2010
New partnership initiative to reach 
Wilmington, Del., began in January.             

Disaster Relief leaders obtain chaplain, 
crisis care unit to provide opportunities 
to evangelize and open doors to share 
the gospel. Maryland/Delaware
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Early in 1855, the Maryland Baptist Union Association (MBUA) 
turned its attention to the German population in Baltimore. They 
appointed Rochester University student Conrad Bodenbender 
to preach to the Germans but because he had not completed his 
studies, he could not be a permanent missionary. John Meuri was 
employed in 1858 to conduct the German mission, which by 1860 
became a member of the MBUA.

Requests for other ethnic workers emerged, including for work 
with the Welsh. This resulted in the Welsh Baptist meeting house in 
Frostburg, which was dedicated with 35 members in August 1868.

Also in 1868, Marie Buhlmaier immigrated to America from 
Germany. Knowing the overwhelming needs of immigrants, Buhl-
maler distributed religious materials in German, Bohemian, Polish, 
Croation, Russian, Greek, Yiddish and Romanian languages. For de-
cades she carried on a ministry which the 1896 MBUA report of the 
Woman’s Baptist Home Mission Society of Maryland said consisted 
“largely in little deeds of kindness.”

In a cooperative partnership which became a model for urban 
Baptist work, the Home Mission Board of the Southern Baptist 
Convention in 1903 began to support Buhlmaier with a thousand 
dollars a year. Marie started sewing classes to gather children and 
their mothers. She and other state missionaries would teach useful 
skills and share the gospel. Miss Buhlmaier’s own church was be-
gun in this matter. So was the Cross Street Good Will Center in 1916 
(now known as Mallory Baptist Center).

Eutaw Place Baptist Church began a Chinese Sunday school in 
1887, a work which continues to the present.  The church ministry 

Centuries strong, 
diversity continues 
to grow among 
Mid-Atlantic Baptists

PEOPLE 
GROUPS 
CURRENTLY 
ENGAGED BY 
BCM/D

American
Argentinian

Bhutanese
Bolivian 
Burmese
Brazilian
Cambodian
Chilean 
Chinese
Congolese
Costa Rican

Colombian 
Cuban 
Deaf
Dominican 
Ecuadorian
El Salvadoran
Españan 
Ethiopian
Filipino



21st Century

reached out to Haiti’s needs after 
earthquake.

Cambridge is Maryland’s first site of 
WMU’s Christian Women’s Job Corps 
ministry to women at poverty level.

2010 
Initiated was A New Day in Race  
Relations, “a mission to create a new 
day of spiritual unity and cultural 
understanding between blacks and 
whites through the shared Christian 
values of respect, trust, and love; 
modeling these values individually 
and corporately by overcoming 
ignorance and fear, by confronting 
issues of poverty and power, and by 
recognizing, engaging and celebrating 
the differences.”

Convention building in Columbia was 
renovated to be a state-of-the-art 
training center. 
                              
2011
In addition to churches being 
strengthened, 28 new church plants 
were started.

Over 1,500 students from 49 different 
countries who came to work in 
Ocean City for the summer, registered 
for free dinners in the resort ministry. 
Nearly 2,000 attended Ocean City 
Baptist Church’s  gospel-centered 
“Sacred Grounds Coffeehouse.”

In May, 1,190 Health Kits were 
collected that were distributed to 
various ministries.

Hurricane Irene left her mark. Howev-
er, through the quick response of the 
Disaster Relief teams, the BCM/D was 
able to show the love of Christ and 
share the gospel in several areas of 
our multi-state region.

During the BCM/D annual meeting, 
November 13-15 in Ocean City, Md., 
the messengers unanimously passed 
a resolution in support of biblically 
defined traditional marriage.

Photo: During an Asian 
Concert of Prayer organized 

by the Baptist Convention of 
Maryland/Delaware, Rev. Shunping 
Li (left) of Columbia (Md.) Chinese 
Baptist Church prays with Kap C. Lee 
of Hahnuri (Korean) Baptist Church 
of Silver Spring, Md.
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was separate from the association. The association operated a Chi-
nese Mission house on Paca Street to provide a home atmosphere 
for the young people. When the building burned, the Eutaw Place 
Church made rooms available in the church for the same purpose. 

In 1908 the Canton Mission was established to reach immigrants 
of all nationalities. 

Ministry among ethnic groups continues to expand throughout 
the entire Mid-Atlantic region. More than twelve million immigrants 
arrived in the United States by the beginning of the First World War 
and many arrived at Locust Point in Baltimore. At first the majority 
were from Germany. Many Irish came from New York. After the 
war there was an enormous influx of Russians and Poles and after 
them, until the restrictions of quotas in 1924, the Southern Europe-
ans predominated.

In more recent years, the Mid-Atlantic region has exploded with 
the rise of many new people groups who call the Northeast Corri-
dor their home. The greater Silver Spring, Md., region, just northeast 
of Washington, D.C., is comprised of the most ethnically diverse zip 
codes in the United States.

Among the many ethnic groups in the area is the Korean popu-
lation. Over 700 Korean churches have originated from the Korean 
Baptist Church of Washington, D.C., which was started in 1956. In 
fact, the Korean Baptist Church of Washington is considered the 
mother of all Korean churches in America.

As shown below, the Baptist Convention of Maryland/Delaware 
has engaged many of these ethnic groups and will continue to do 
so as the entire world settles in America’s backyard. 

Guatemalan
Honduran
Haitian
Hispanic
Indo/Pak
Japanese
Jamaican
Kenyan
Korean

Mexican
Mongolian
Nepalese
Nicaraguan
Paraguayan
Panamanian
Perúvian
Puerto Rican
Romanian

Russian  
Sierra Leone 
Slavic
Ukrainian
Venezuelan
Vietnamese
West African



21st Century

2012
In one of the most historic meetings 
in the Southern Baptist Convention’s 
167-year history, messengers elected 
the body’s first African-American 
president, Fred Luter. 

During the SBC meeting, Maryland/
Delaware Baptists (a convention of 
approx. 500 congregations) were 
recognized as one of the top givers to 
the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering.

Maryland/Delaware Disaster Relief 
teams were very busy with relief 
efforts for Hurricane Irene, Hurricane 
Sandy, as well as other major storms 
in Maryland and along the East Coast. 

Embrace Silver Spring, the third 
strategic city ministry focus, began.

2013
23 new churches were started.

BCM/D Exec David Lee retired, and 
former New Orleans Seminary 
Professor Will McRaney is elected 
as executive missional strategist. 
A former church planter, pastor 
and Florida Baptist Convention 
evangelism and church-planting 
strategist, McRaney introduced the 
“Love Your Neighbor, Share Christ” 
evangelism strategy.

2014
The “Love Your Neighbor, Share 
Christ” evangelism strategy expands 
into BCM/D churches.

The Southern Baptist Convention 
met in Baltimore.

The Mid-Atlantic Baptist Network, a 
dba name for the Baptist Convention 
of Maryland/Delaware, is introduced.

We live in a cultural peri-
od in the United States 

where the vast majority of 
people without Christ are 
not just neutral to the local 
church and its messages, 
but they are actually leaning 
away from the church and 
away from Christians.

Their leanings are usually 
based on misunderstandings 
of the church, poor dealings 
with Christians, little knowl-
edge of the person of Christ, 
or concern about joining in 
with one particular religious 
group in the midst of the plu-
ralism and many belief groups 
across the nation.

We also live in a period in the 
life of American churches where 
it has become normative to 
not share one’s faith. Christians 

often know the commands and 
the mandates, but in the face 
of such significant cultural chal-
lenges, just choose to remain si-
lent in hopes that someone else 
will reach their family members, 
neighbors, co-workers and 
others around them. In a sense, 
the church collectively, and 
its members individually, are 
leaning away from lost people 
instead of leaning toward the 
lost people that brought Jesus 
to earth to establish His church.

This is a dangerous situation 
and is terrible for the advance-
ment of God’s Kingdom. In 
the U.S., if this trend does not 
change, Judges 2:10 —“And all 
that generation also were gath-
ered to their fathers. And there 
arose another generation after 
them who did not know the 

ERA of EVANGELISM:
Love Your Neighbor, 
Share Christ
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Lord or the work that he had done 
for Israel” (ESV)—may prevail again 
in the midst of the some 300,000 
churches in North America.

What then can cause the lost to 
be more open to hearing the 
gospel and lean in toward Chris-
tians and their churches? LOVE.

What then can cause the 
Christians to push past their 
own fears and personal 
concerns and begin to lean in 
toward lost people? LOVE.

Love expressed toward peo-
ple without Christ can create an 
open heart for the gospel. Love 
acted on by Christians toward 
those without Christ will cause 
Christians to be emboldened, 
creative and energetic toward 
sharing Christ in the face of such 
potential resistance.

We may have church prob-
lems, we may have structural 
problems, we may have lots of 
problems, but the solution lies 

in correcting the LOVE problem. 
God so loved that He gave, so 
must the church today. It will take 
loving people to open the hearts. 
It will take loving people to move 
outside their comfort zones and 
the walls of their buildings to do 
what Jesus did, LOVE and share 
Himself with people.

Jewish gentleman Yosef 
Abramowitz in “Taking on the 
Southern Baptists” once said, “Any 
religion that does not consider 
itself valuable enough to share with 
nonbelievers is fated to crumble 
from within. If Jews shrink from the 
task of proselytizing, it might send 
a signal that Judaism isn’t worth 
spreading to others.”

Penn Jillette of the Penn and 
Teller magician duo —an espoused 
atheist, also affirmed in a YouTube 

video, “Atheists believe that you 
should leave people alone, keep 
your religion to yourself. How much 
do you have to hate someone to 
NOT proselytize? How much do you 
have to hate someone to believe 
that there is everlasting life and 
then not tell them about it.”

How much more for us who 
know Christ to share Him out of 
love and with love to others with-
out Christ like someone did for us.

The “Love Your Neighbor/Share 
Christ” evangelism  strategy is 
written and designed to assist 
church leaders in developing a 
contextualized strategy to carry 
out significant parts of the Great 
Commission, with a focus toward 
the evangelism part of it.

Often evangelism is done in 
parts and the whole of the church 
seems not to be connected. 
Churches may emphasize one 
part (what we term Expression) of 
evangelism and wonder why they 
are not seeing the results that they 
expect and hope for.

In this strategy there are Six 
Expressions (of Love and Evange-
lism). While focus can be placed on 
any one of them at a time, together 
they touch on the essential parts of 
church life that have to be engaged 
for evangelism to be more fruitful.

Application of these Six Expres-
sions will aid both individuals and 
the church corporately.

Any individual Christian can be-
gin to take action in these six ar-
eas in their own lives among 
their circles of personal 
relationships. While 
an entire church 
can engage 
in these 
expres-
sions, 

a smaller group can as well, such 
groups as a Sunday School class 
or the deacon body or the church 
council.

The very nature of a church is 
to be missional, to be advancing 
God’s Kingdom for God’s glory by 
helping people to know Christ and 
grow in His likeness.

God has created each person 
to expand His glory. As followers 
of Christ, we are privileged to be 
part of God’s plan to expand His 
Kingdom. We get to share the 
Greatest News that has ever come 
to mankind, that God loves them 
and has provided a way to restore 
the broken relationship with Him 
through Jesus Christ.

Your entire Maryland/Delaware 
Convention staff prays God’s 
blessings on you personally and 
on your efforts to help your church 
expand God’s glory and Kingdom 
by making Him known and help-
ing others obey Him. We thank 
God for you and value our shared 
ministry with you.

Will McRaney
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Will we continue as pioneers? ... We celebrated our 
pioneering heritage. We talked about our forebears who 

established a solid foundation for us to build on… But 
the best part of that recurring theme is that we have a 
vision of building on the past given to us by those great 

people—and reaching out into the next century as a 
people who continue to pioneer as Christ’s witnesses in 
Maryland and Delaware. Everything that we celebrate 

loudly speaks that message. How could we be anything 
but pioneers with such a heritage?

— William Fletcher Allen, editor, “Baptist True Union” (Nov. 9, 1986)


