
A Word From God

But if anyone has the 
world's goods and sees 
his brother in need, yet 
closes his heart against 
him, how does God's 
love abide in him? 
1 John 3:17

Recommended Read

Operation Christmas 
Child
by Franklin Graham

This beautiful book 
weaves the moving, 
God-saturated story of 
the ministry's that 
begins with the soul-
stirring stories of lives 
forever changed by a 
simple shoebox. 

As you prepare for this Christmas season ask 
God to open your eyes to specific needs of 
people.

Inspirational Quote "You make a living by what you get. You make a 
life by what you give." Winston Churchill 

Challenge 
Focus

Pray and begin to make a list of people in your 
community that you can bless at Christmas. 
Gift Idea Recipents:
Unemployed parent - Send an anonymous gift card for a parent 
to use to purchase Christmas gifts for their children.
Family in need - Purchase gifts for each person. 
Orphan college student - Surprise this college student with a 
care package.
Homeless person - Provide a stocking stuffed with hygiene 
products, gloves, hats, socks, and food gift cards.
Widows - Invite them over for a holiday meal.
Single parent - Drop off wrapped gifts for each of his/her 
children.
Families of a deployed soldier - Provide overseas phone cards 
and gifts for the family.
Soldier - Find out his/her favorites and send a care package.

Non-Financial Gifts

A parent of a disabled child - Offer to watch their child while 
they go Christmas shopping or to enjoy a Christmas activity.
An elderly person - Offer to wrap their gifts or ask if you could 
come over with tea, hot chocolate, or coffee to just sit and talk 
awhile.
A busy parent - Offer to watch their children while they go 
Christmas shopping.
Stressed out neighbor - Ask if you can come clean their house 
before the holidays or take over some cookies.

We all appreciate it 
when a person takes the 
time and effort to 
research a gift that fits 
the essences of who we 
really are. In my family 
we call this a “WOW 
GIFT.”  

What gift could we 
give to WOW Jesus?

Walking Challenge: 
Walk In Their Shoes

Ready To Grow your community impact? 

Take The Challenge
 Theme:  Gifts Winter Outreach Ideas Vol .1

Servant Evangelism

Wendy Mindte
wmindte@bcmd.org

Lives and entire communities are being 
transformed through the efforts and 
resources of Samaritan’s Purse.
Take a look at the list below:
Animals & Agriculture 
Construction Projects 
Crisis & Disaster Response 
Discipleship & Education
Feeding Programs
Medical Ministries
Operation Christmas Child
Operation Heal our Patriots
Water & Hygiene
Women & Children

How would a community look and function differently with these 
resources?
Samaritan’s Purse invites us to be a part of the journey of 
bringing new hope and the gospel message to those in need.

Flying Challenge: 
Samaritan’s Purse

Organize your congregation to fill stockings for 
people in need.

Driving Challenge: 
Fill A Stocking

Samaritan’s Purse is not just a band-aid, but a 
thriving solution to the issues surrounding poverty.

The process is simple but the impact is big. 
Ask people to purchase a stocking, fill it with stocking stuffers, 
place a pink or blue ribbon on them to specify gender, and bring it 
to a designated stocking drop-off location at your church.  Then 
designate a team to deliver the stocking to those in need.

Destination Ideas: Pick any worthy cause
• A homeless shelter
• People on the streets
• A nursing home
• Hospital

Stocking Stuffer Ideas. We have made available a customizable 
Stocking Stuffer Ideas document for you to promote as a 
Christmas outreach event. Download the document, customize 
the blank fields according to your event plans, distribute to your 
congregation. (See resource section for Stocking Stuffer url)

Resources Available for this 
Publication

Videos 

All of Me - http://
www.worshiphousemedia.com/mini-movies/
16121/Christmas-All-Of-Me

Imperative Action - https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=EVIFNeVPPfA

Downloads

Stocking Stuffer Ideas -  http://
yourbcmd.publishpath.com/Websites/
yourbcmd/images/Poverty/
Take_The_Challenge/
Fill_a_Stocking_workable.pdf

Links

Samaritans Purse
http://www.samaritanspurse.org/



Growing and sharing fresh produce is a great way 
to connect with your neighbors and community. 

Inspirational Quote “Connections among people of different ages and cultures. 
Connections to the land. Connections to the past. Connections to the future. Connections to God. What 
on earth could grow so many connections? A garden.”  Debra Greene

Challenge 
Focus

Gardening on a rooftop, in a flowerpot or 
in your backyard are creative ways to 
make connections.
This spring grow your own produce by planting a garden in your 
backyard, rooftop or in a flowerpot. In addition to providing great 
nutrition for your own family, you will gain access to a wonderfu 
way to connect with your neighbors.
Once it is harvest time, deliver the first fruits of your produce to 
your neighbors. Communicate that God has blessed you with 
more vegetables or fruit then you are going to eat, so you would 
like to share. Without being pushy, look for other ways to connect 
and keep the conversation going.
A gift or kind gesture is always a great starting point to connect 
with others and tends to produce access to future conversations.
Have an abundance of produce? Distribute your produce to 
others in your community - your kid’s coach, teammates, 
teachers, instructors, the homeless and/or a shelter.
Easiest plants to grow in MD/DE:  Tomatoes, cucumbers and 
squash.
Looking for ways to cut cost? 1 pack of organic seeds cost 
about $1.00 but please understand that starting plants from seeds 
indoors take a little more time and effort to cultivate.

A Garden Servant 
Evangelism 
Project. 
Whether in your backyard 
or planting a community 
garden - people experience 
the glory of God through 
nature and offers an 
opportunity to share the 
gospel.

Walking Challenge: 
Grow & Distribute Your Own Produce

A Word From God
For since the creation of 
the world God’s invisible 
qualities - His eternal 
power and divine nature - 
have been clearly seen, 
being understood from 
what has been made, so 
that people are without 
excuse.  Romans 1:20

Recommended Read

Same Kind of Different as 
Me by Ron Hall and Denver 
Moore with Lynn Vincent. 

Gritty with pain, betrayal and 
brutality, this true story also 
shines with an unexpected, 
life-changing love.
“you was the only person that 
looked past my skin and past 
my meanness and saw that 
there was somebody on the 
inside worth savin.”

Ready To Grow your community impact? 

Take The Challenge
 Theme:  Grow Spring Outreach Ideas Vol .1

Servant Evangelism

Wendy Mindte
wmindte@bcmd.org

Some of the greatest ministries seek out 
ways to improve a person’s life situation.
A garden is the perfect opportunity for church and community to 
rub shoulders while allowing God’s creation to speak for itself. 
Initially you will need to recruit a team of volunteers to maintain 
the garden. Especially on days that you will have guests. 
Church and community volunteers can prepare the land during 
the off season and continue as the primary care takers during 
the harvest. Make the most of the garden and summer season 
by seeking out ways to connect to the community.

Ways to connect through the garden:
Summer Camps - ask local summer camps if they would be 
interested in reserving certain dates for campers to come to 
help out in the garden and receive free produce.
Community Centers - ask community centers if they would be 
interested in getting involved with the garden and if they know 
people who would also be interested in volunteering.
SSL Hours - advertise at schools that students can earn SSL 
hours by helping in the garden. Advocate to have students from 
your youth group help in the garden on those days.
Community Give Aways - set aside a day each week to hand 
out produce to your community. Establish a system that will 
cultivate relationship building (see resource center for helpful 
documents).
Church Property - use a portion of your church property to 
develop a garden that will benefit the community.
Purchase Property - purchase a primary piece of potential 
garden property. Include a garden expert in this process to 
ensure that the property and location truly meet good garden 
standards.
Form a partnership - assess what would be good stewarship 
of your church’s money. It might be in your church’s best 
interest to purchase a piece of property with another church or 
charitable organization from your community. Make sure 
paperwork is in order before any purchases are made. Have 
every detail clearly and legally documented.

Driving Challenge: 
Plant a Community Garden

By donating to the Global Hunger Relief, your 
church can help address hunger in your own 
backyard as well as overseas.

Flying Challenge: 
Global Hunger Relief

Rally all of the green thumbs in your church to 
plant a garden!

While Christ-followers are doing 
something about hunger in the U.S. and 
around the world, we could be doing a lot 
more.
We can be assured that God expects us to do much more then 
what we are currently doing. He expects us to demonstrate an 
urgency to pray, to give, and to minister on behalf of those who 
are hungry - both physically and spiritually.
By donating to the Southern Baptist Global Hunger Relief, your 
church can help address hunger. 
100% of donated money is used to feed the hungry.

The Southern Baptist Global Relief is the only Hunger Relief 
charity that uses 100% of all contributions to feed hungry 
people.

 Personnel are already in place, thus administrative and 
promotional costs are drawn from other budgets.

Resources Available for this 
Publication
Videos
World Hunger Crisis - http://
www.worshiphousemedia.com/mini-movies/14671/World-
Hunger-Crisis
Downloads
Community Ideas
http://yourbcmd.publishpath.com/community-idea
Community Garden Form - http://
yourbcmd.publishpath.com/Websites/yourbcmd/images/
Poverty/Take_The_Challenge/
Garden_Community_form.pdf
Food Voucher - http://yourbcmd.publishpath.com/
Websites/yourbcmd/images/Poverty/Take_The_Challenge/
food_voucher.pdf

Links
Global Hunger Relief - http://
www.globalhungerrelief.com/index.html



A Word From God

To these accusations, 
Jesus replied…”who 
needs a doctor…the 
healthy or the sick? I’m 
here inviting outsiders, 
not insiders - an invitation 
to a changed life, changed 
inside and out.”           
Luke 5:31 (MES)

Recommended Read

Dirty God - Jesus in 
the Trenches 
by Johnnie Moore

Jesus got dirty from 
head to toe as he 
fulfilled his mission of 
making a messy world 
clean.  Why? He didn't 
expect us to try to climb 
up to him. He climbed 
down to us to bring us 
back to God. 
This book reminds us 
that grace is both gotten 
and given.

Meet the Neighbors. Real people with real needs. 
People who should be on our missional radar!

Inspirational Quote “Your life could be like a falling domino that flips thousands 
more. Eventually, the repercussions of that one domino falling may cause mountains to fall into the sea, 
and the lame to walk and the blind to see. Your life could become the essential stitch in a beautiful 
tapestry yet to be made. You could be the behind the scenes character who plays an indispensable part in 
the plot of the story.”  Johnnie Moore

Challenge 
Focus

We should be diligent in trying to figure out 
ways to connect with our neighbors and a party 
is a great starting point.
Party Planning
Pray -  Anything good that comes out of our lives, comes from a 
direct link to us seeking God.
Pick a Theme  Access the Party Ideas list to get started. (See 
Resource Section)  
Who to Invite:  Invite a few neighbors and people from church 
that you think will connect well with each other. For example, if I 
know my neighbor likes cars and Mike from church likes cars, 
invite both families. Chances are they will hit it off and the car 
connection could lead to a Jesus connection. 

Timely Invitations:  Provide plenty of notice and think through 
calendar dates before sending invitations. Example, High School 
Graduation week might not be the best time to plan a 
neighborhood cookout. 
Operating on a tight budget:  Ask everyone to bring a dish or 
drink to share. Take advantage of the Dollar Store. You might be 
surprised at what you can find there for papergoods and 
decorations.
Something to remember: No one wants to feel like they are 
being ambused or set-up. The purpose of the party is to start 
initial postive connections. Please share this with your church 
friends. 
Celebrate:  God made us all different. Appreciate the different 
personalities and enjoy this time to connect with people.

An vim sint rebum.
Te autem idque eam, in pro 
vivendo oporteat.

Illum epicuri  
Pater tuus, qui te genuit,  
quomodo deberem  cogitare! Et 
si te liberarem, offensionem 
patris mei incurrerem, quia 
tuam.    

Quomodo potero 
qualisque ne pri, enim 
cotidieque his at. Ullum graeci 
salutatus has et, nam no probo 
fabulas delicata. Qui eu utroque 
meliore copiosae. Cu fugit 
impedit pertinax pro, liber 
urbanitas has ex. An reque liber 
perfecto usu. invidunt nec ea, 
numquam postulant at nam, 
odio movet mollis ei vix. 

To encourage us to 
bridge the gap 
between church 
and community for 
kingdom impact.

Walking Challenge: 
House Party

Ready To Grow your community impact? 

Take The Challenge
 Theme:  Party Summer Outreach Ideas Vol .2

Servant Evangelism

Wendy Mindte
wmindte@bcmd.org

There is power in numbers both for the givers 
and receivers.
Facilitating a community connector type impact, not only will 
your community take pride in knowing they have bettered a less 
fortunate community, they will also experience the power of 
team and relationship building. You will have the additional 
benefit of soaking in some solid community connecting points 
for the future.
Meeting Ideas: Initial meeting provide snack and drinks and 
ask guest to research current news events or humantiarian 
issues ahead of time. Agree of a focus area. Assign team 
assignments. Choose who will host the next meeting. Organize 
whatever it is you decide to collect for your cause. Select 
people who will be good at commnicating and pormoting your 
cause to others.
Organizations that can help you get connected:

Disaster Relief - www.bcmd.org/disaster-relief Baptist Global 
Relief - www.gobgr.org Global Hunger Relief - 
www.globalhungerrelief.com Samaritans Purse - 
www.samaritanpurse.org Human Trafficking - 
www.sharedhope.com  Charity Water - www.charitywater.org

Flying Challenge: 
Community Connector Party

Be a community connector. Figure out ways to 
gather your community for the local good.

Driving Challenge: 
Community Party

Organize your community to help impact a 
worthy cause.

Events that you host should be covered in 
prayer. 
Praying throughout the duration of your party is essential. Pray for 
the lost and those in need. Pray for the people who are helping 
and pray for a smooth process and great connections that lead to 
Jesus connections.

Research: What are some of the greatest needs in your 
community? Form a team to research information about your 
area. Talk to local school principals, counselors, social services, 
chartiy organizations, folks on the streets, your grocer, neighbors 
etc. Are there other churches or charities that are already 
addressing these need? No point in duplicating something that is 
already being addressed. Either join their efforts or find a different 
need to connect to.

Resources Available for this 
Publication
 
Party Ideas List  -
http://yourbcmd.publishpath.com/Websites/yourbcmd/
images/Poverty/Take_The_Challenge/
Summer_Outreach/Party_Ideas.pdf

Driving Challenge Continued

BCM/D Trivia Fact: Did you know that by contacting Joye 
Jackson at jjackson@bcmd.org that you can request a 10 mile 
radius demographic on the community surrounding your church? 

Rally Community Ideas:
• 5k run to fight cancer or any other charitable cause
• host a fundraising event for the local school
• help a local charity - trafficking, ooverty, literacy, teen moms 

etc.
• establish a annual community picnic at a local park
• honor a soldier who has returned from service
• support an overseas solkdier’s family
• plant flowers around the school or revamp the playground 

area.
Not an event planner? Not a problem:
The power of a team: Share with a few close neighbors and/or 
church friends your desire to host a community event and invite 
them to help you. Assess the team’s strengths and weaknesses. 
Recruit others to strengthen the weak spots or to tackle the tough 
areas together. 
Invest in existing events: Join an event that is already taking 
place in the community, but increase your involvement. You will 
still reap the benefit of forming many great connections.

Watch Evangelism video at https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=g9pyiAyrRT8



A Word From God

“He defended the cause of 
the poor and needy, and 
so all went well. Is that not 
what it means to know 
me? Declares the Lord.”           
Jeremiah 22:16 

Recommended Read

Tales of the Not 
Forgotten
by Beth Guckenberger

Follow these real-life 
stories as they take you 
on a journey to faraway 
lands and unknown 
faces. Travel through 
their challenges and see 
the hand of the great 
Storyweaver writing 
endings you’d never 
imagine!

The gift of a flower speaks volumes above its 
surface value.

Inspirational Quote "I have come to realize more and more that the greatest 
disease and the greatest suffering is to be unwanted, unloved, uncared for, to be shunned by 
everybody, to be just nobody." Mother Teresa 

Challenge 
Focus

Sometimes the simple gesture of showing 
someone that their life has value, is the self-
esteem boost that people need to spring 
forward in life.
A Flower: Purchase a flower or bouquet to give to a homeless 
individual. Make sure that you grab the small card which is often 
included with the flowers. As you walk towards the homeless 
person introduce yourself, hand them the flower/s but keep the 
small card for later. Begin a coversation.

• Need a conversation starter? Simply ask, “How are you 
doing? Would you share your story with me? When was the 
last time you were given flowers?” Be a attentive listener.

What to do with the card:  Next, ask them what their name is 
and write it in the “To” spot on the card, enter your first name only 
in the From spot. In the middle of the card write “Jesus loves you” 
and give them the card and speak those words out loud to them. 
Let them know that God sees and loves them. They are not 
forgotten.

Go The Extra Mile: Invite that person to come to church with you 
or ask if you can take them out to lunch sometime. They might 
need a ride. In that case, it is alway a good idea to have another 
person of the same gender as the person you are reaching out to 
with you.
A Helpful Tool: Another helpful tool is to bring a list of solid 
orgnaizations that are in your area that can assist in meeting that 
person’s needs. This way you will be able to make the proper 
connections if a need arises.

Making God’s 
Priorities - Our 
Priorities. 
There are over 400 verses 
in the Bible that focus on 
the poor, the hungry, 
orphans, widows, aliens, 
the disabled, prisoners, 
and the sick. People 
believe our faith is real 
when they see it in action.

Walking Challenge: 
Flower Power

Ready To Grow your community impact? 

Take The Challenge
 Theme:  Poverty Fall Outreach Ideas Vol .1

Servant Evangelism

Wendy Mindte
wmindte@bcmd.org

Want to stop child exploitation, heal abuse 
victims, fund clean water projects, provide 
basic healthcare, support crisis pregnancy, 
and end homelessness?
Phoenix Community Coffee is a direct trade - coffee importer 
and roaster that is dedicated to bringing change and making a 
difference with your purchases. With every cup of coffee you 
enjoy, you join with countless others who are committed to 
making an impact through local and international mission/
service opportunities.
Who knew you could plant churches, share the gospel, and 
raise support for your cause simply by choosing your beverage 
wisely. AWESOME!

Flying Challenge: 
Impact Lives by Drinking Coffee

Spark your church’s passion for a school in need.

Driving Challenge: 
Sponsor an Inner City School

Support many causes by sipping on a GREAT 
cup of coffee.

Prayerfully decide on an inner city school to 
sponsor for a least a year.
Select a school and meet with the school’s principal to ask if they 
are interested in a partnership and discuss the school’s needs.

To Spark Congregational Interest: To ignite an interest and 
passion for this school, write the name and address of each staff 
person from the school on an envelope. Place the envelopes in a 
basket, in front of the pulpit. Then share your passion for reaching 
this school’s community and share their list of needs. Ask your 
congregation to prayerfully consider taking an envelope. Be clear 
to share that by taking an envelope that they are committing to 
pray for that staff member on a regular basis, and to writie a note 
of encouragement “this” week to them. Keep the envelopes out 
every week until each one has been taken.

Resources Available for this 
Publication
 
Phoenix Community Coffee Company:
watch video at 
http://vimeo.com/40756251 
Visit website at 
http://new.phoenixcommunitycoffee.com/
Can you See Them? Video at
http://www.worshiphousemedia.com/mini-movies/13376/

Driving Challenge Continued

Make a list of monthly school projects:  Painting, rebuild the 
playground, pave parking lot or track, maintenance issues, set up 
times to tutor students, volunteer in classes, change bulletin 
boards, bring in school supplies, provide food and hygiene 
products for students, staff treats, plant a garden, etc.

• Make sure to include the principal and school counselor in 
your project plans. This will ensure that the projects are 
meeting the top needs of the school.

Suggestion: Initially, just commit to a year. God may grow this 
commitment to be a life time commitment, but by initially agreeing 
to a year provides both you and the school with an “out” should 
you both decide that the partnership is not a good match.
Go The Extra Mile:  Throw the school community a party! Have 
your church provide the games, entertainment, food & drinks, free 
health care tables, etc. Think through fun and practical stations to 
set up. This will be a great way for you to expand your connection 
with families in the school’s community.
*This idea originates from Pastor Adam Hamilton of United Methodist 
Church of the Resurrection in Leawood, Kansas.

Watch Video - Can You See Them at http://
www.worshiphousemedia.com/mini-movies/13376/
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