
Notes, Takeaways & Resources

Where do you start?

• Begin with yourself.

Pray. Take an honest look at what views you hold, what bias’ you may be 

harboring, and how you feel. Determine what values the culture of your 

children’s ministry holds and how you are intentionally supporting those 

values. Are you just verbalizing it or are you making it real for children?

• Share your vision and values with your children’s ministry team.

As ministry begins to resume, now is the perfect time to awaken your team 

to added vision! Share with them the discoveries you have made for yourself

and seek to pass them along. If you’re passionate about true change, it will 

be evident! Safety is a value we all hold, not only physically but spiritually 

and emotionally?

• Inventory your ministry’s physical space.

Walk into your ministry areas with fresh eyes. Look through your children’s

books and Bibles. Are they “white washed?” Look at your walls, what colors

and ethnicities do you see. Are all of God’s people represented? Look through

your curriculum (posters, videos, visuals, etc). Are your visuals depicting 

people from all cultures and communities? Don‘t forget to examine your 

ministries’ social media platforms and website! It’s important for kids to see

people that look like them in the images we are providing so they’re better

able to relate to our teachings.

• Recognize the cultures in the communities that surround your church and educate

yourself!

Is your church situated in the heart of a hispanic community or an asian 

community? Educate yourself on the protocols, practices and traditions

of that community. Be prepared for members of those communities to

visit your church. What is acceptable in one culture may not be accept-

able in another culture. Consider policies and structures that serve the

whole, not one community or culture.
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• Evaluate your programming.

Look at your programs. Are you building in ways to share other 

cultures and ethnicities with children aside from the traditional 

“Missions Night” or just once a year? Make conversations about 

other cultures routine not rare.

Practical Tips To Use Right Away

Be conscientious when using craft supplies. Offer many shades of play dough, 

construction paper, yarn, crayons and markers when kids are depicting people,

whether themselves or others. Crayola makes a wonderful set of crayons and 

markers that are cultural colors! Kids are much more likely to find matches to 

their individual skin tone then in a regular box of crayons! They even have 

cultural construction paper!

Consider the music you use for praise and worship. Change it up every once in

awhile. Introduce children to praise music created by groups of different ethnicities.

Show praise music videos that depict a wide range of ethnicities. Play familiar praise

songs in different languages (ie. Jesus Loves Me) where kids can make out the song

but it clearly sounds different.

Make sure you have toys that are culturally diverse in your playrooms. Have baby

dolls that have all different color skin.

Incorporate regular discussions about missions and other cultures. Be mindful of 

the images you’re showing of those “in need.” Are they always the same race? Seek

images that depict the fact that there are all kinds of people that need God’s love

and are worthy of serving.

Build a diverse children’s ministry team if possible. If your church culture is such that

currently there isn’t much diversity, seek to have culturally diverse guests speak to

your kids about ways they are serving locally or globally in God’s name. God uses 

all kinds of people for all kinds of reasons. You may have someone in your church

who represents diversity but isn’t gifted to serve in children’s ministry but might be

willing to come and share a testimony or how they are actively serving God.
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Final Thoughts

The church needs to stand out as the catalyst for change.

Creating ethnic inclusion in your ministry isn’t a “one and done” thing. It’s not an

item to check off of your list. It’s a natural yet intentional value to build into your

children’s ministry.

Now is the time to think about how you will answer children’s questions on what’s

happening in America today. Be prepared to point them to Jesus. Be prepared to

point them to the Bible and what God has to say. Be prepared to have some difficult

conversations as you hear children repeat things they’re hearing in their homes right

now (good or bad!).

Until the day when all people of every tribe, nationality and speech come together

and rejoice as one, we, as Christians, need to live out the “Micah Mandate”

Micah 6:8 What does the Lord require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and

to walk humbly with your God.

Resources

Click directly on the resource name.

It’s Time to Talk About Race in Children’s Ministry: Resources 

(childrensministry.com)

Books for Kids:

Colorfull (Dorena Williams)

The Story of Ferdinand (Munro Leaf)

Ruby Bridges Goes to School (Ruby Bridges)

God’s Very Good Idea (Tales That Tell the Truth) (Trillial Newbell)

The Tiny Truths Illustrated Bible (Joanna Rivard & Tim Penner)
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https://childrensministry.com/talk-race-resources/
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God Made Me AND You: Celebrating God’s Design for Ethnic Diversity 

(Shai Linne)

Articles Worth Reading:

Four Questions to Ask Yourself Before Talking to Your Kids About Racism -

(parentcue.org)

Conversation Guide on Racism for Parents (Lifeway Girls)

Racism and the Role of the Children’s Ministry Leader (INCM)

Raising Kids Who Will Initiate Racial Equality (parentcue.org)

Resources to Support Children’s Emotional Well-Being Amid Anti-Black

Racism, Racial Violence,a nd Trauma (childtrend.org)

Videos:

Children’s Ministry and Racism: Is Your Children’s Ministry Ethnically Inclu-

sive? with Dorena Williamson (Southern Baptist Convention of Virginia)

Additional Resources:

Top 50 Object Lessons (Kathie Phillips’ book)

The Gospel in Color (available as a download only)

Making the Race Talk Easier with “The Gospel in Color” (wearepatrol.com)

WMU - Women’s Missionary Union - Children In Action Leader Guide

WMU Children In Action Curriculum info

Crayola Multicultural crayons - cheap!

Multicultural Construction Paper colors

https://www.officesupply.com/school-supplies/arts-crafts/craft-paper/construction-paper/sunworks-multicultural-construction-paper/p57563.html?q=construction%20paper
https://www.officesupply.com/school-supplies/arts-crafts/drawing-sketching-supplies/crayons/crayola-regular-multicultural-crayons/p5820.html?ref=pla&utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&adpos=&scid=scplp5820&sc_intid=5820&gclid=CjwKCAjwxev3BRBBEiwAiB_PWF
http://www.wmu.com/?q=article/national-wmu/children-action-basics
https://www.wmustore.com/children-in-action-leader
https://wearepatrol.com/blog/gic-review2
https://shop.wearepatrol.com/products/the-gospel-in-color-kids
https://www.sbcv.org/event/childrens-ministry-and-racism-zoom-call/
https://www.sbcv.org/event/childrens-ministry-and-racism-zoom-call/
https://www.childtrends.org/publications/resources-to-support-childrens-emotional-well-being-amid-anti-black-racism-racial-violence-and-trauma
https://www.childtrends.org/publications/resources-to-support-childrens-emotional-well-being-amid-anti-black-racism-racial-violence-and-trauma
https://theparentcue.org/raising-kids-who-will-initiate-racial-equality/
https://incm.org/racism-childrens-ministry-leader
https://girlsministry.lifeway.com/2020/06/17/conversation-guide-on-racism-for-parents/
https://theparentcue.org/four-questions-to-ask-yourself-before-talking-to-your-kids-about-racism/

